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PREFACE. 





No historical apcount of the war» which Buoi^ 
parte's ambition e:^cijted )>etwefD France and 
Spain^ having ^et appeared, I have collected the 
mpst interesting inforijnation respecting its princi- 
pal events. The peculiar circumstances, in which 
I have beep placed, en^ble^ me to consult both 
JBn^Iish and Fr^pch genen^l pQicers, who served 
in Spaip ; ^aud Jo correct ,man^ errors of the official 
^epoa:t9. Sbopld there still be any inaccuracies, my 
eagerness tp recti^ them, as soon, as they are sa- 
tisfactorily pointed put to me, will be the most 
convincing proof that J actually believed in the 
truth of the accounts, on which I founded my nar- 
rative. 

I do not piietend to publish a compUif hifiofy. 
My work rather consists of critical oh^ervatioif^ 
upon theprincipal ipilitary operations, that ha^ve 
ta)c^n place 19 the Peninsula^ from the year 1807» 
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YiU FAKFACS. 

up to the Duke of Wellington's entrance into 
France. The particular attention, which I have 
bestowed on that war, makes me anxiously desire 
to have the early means of composing a regular 
history, which shall contain the requisite details 
concerning the force of the different armies, the 
description of their positions, the resources of the 
coqntry, and the political changes that occurred 
during the war. As statesmen derive, from the 
study of history, the knowledge of nations and of 
their government, so ought military men to con* 
aider the study of the campaigns of great com^ 
i^anders, as a fruitful source of information, both 
in theory and practice ; because, their feults being 
brought to the test, and rectified by established 
principles, the attentive reader canqot but increase 
his stock of knowledge. Such is, in fact, the 
course, which ought to be pursued in' time of 
peace, for the purpose of bringing to perfection the 
science of war — a science, the most extensive, the 
most complicated, the most important, and the 
most noble; siqce it protects the liberty, ,the re. 
jigion, the property, the commerce, and the glory 
of nations. An able general has always been* re- 
garded as the firmest support pf his sovereign's 
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throne ; for by his military commaiid he becomei 
the true depository of the monarch's power, and 
jtbe safest foundation for the hopes of his country 
to be built upon. 



I shdl perhaps be asked by what title I constU 
tute myself the censor of the most able generals, 
such as Soult, Dupont, Wellington, Suchet, Mas- 
■ena, &c. I answer, that from early youth I have 
studied mathematics, and the art of war. In 1786, 
when I had scarcely attained my sixteenth year, I 
was in a regiment of dragoons. I served the King, 
the Republic, the Directory, and lastly, Buona-r 
parte, until the month of June, 1-810, when I went 

» 

to England, and offered my services to Louis 
XVIIL As early as in the year 1794, I wrote, 
under the direction of the celebrated Kleber, an 
account of the first siege of Mentz, and arranged 
his notes on the war of la Vendee. If the heirs of 
the conqueror of Heliopolis possess these manu- 
scripts, they should give them up to government ; 
as they contain details of the greatest interest. 
Besides, the confidence, with which I have been 
honoured by the Prince Roya) of Sweden, when 
chief of his staff in the French armies of Germany 
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iJimt <Qy (3fiinio9 on ^njr mU^t^y ^oi^eraticaii, is gl- 
jvays the xeftylt of % serioM e^Main^^iou, £roimil« 

ff 

ed upon the fundamental principles ^f tke artj ao4 
the most brilliant exploits of our best generals. 

During my stay in XiWdou, I jpuUis^ed Bm»ui^ 
forie^s Coai^esmm to tie AbUi Maury^ and two 
volutiesof a periodical wAfk, entitled ThePhUo^- 
jpher^ Qt Hisiorpcal and Critifial Qks/srvations. Thcae 
vojjks J»Ave be^n favoiirab|y received all o^rer £u- 
10^^ eisoepi j» Francet where their circulation 
WJ9» Hgorousiy jpirohibitedi Bu(mttpflrte$ Cfif^esr 
Mm ha3 been translated into several languages;* 
JMlilitary meuj in par|ij[:ular, have praised the work ; 
because the cagipaigns of the French are iheoein 
4iscussed according to the principles and tactica* 
introduced by the great Frederic^ and adopted b/ 
the generals^ ^ho distii^uished theipselv^s in the 
latp lei^ars. I have followed a aimilar plan with 
jespect to the yi'ar in Spain and Portugal. Th# 
war injluasia and Germany, from 18 IS to 1814* 
which I^m about to publish, is written with th^ 
»m» impartiality^ and the MSifike ^:eal ^r the pro 
gress of (he ^t. . 



A ihert «Mly»ii ^ the war h^tmwtm the Fnmtk 
Mi4 «fae ^aaiarck, Drom 1733 «o 179^ n«gr 
luip« p^Y^ aoceptabk. hme. 

Oa ihe mtli^ Mmeh, i79«> Vnuce (MtPefl 
.«tr agoHtat SSpahi. On 'the twratf-tkird nrf* ifae 
fmxke moniht the Count of Madrid fdfm oidera to 
cepel faroe by fooce. Troops were mtat lo the Py- 
renees. General Don Antonio Ricardos was m- 
rested with the command of the army, which was 
to iAvade the Erench prcwince tai RouasUIon ; .and 
Don Ventiaea Caro w^tentr-nated with tbe defeace 
0f the passes of Spain on .tbe fiidasKMu General 
Jticardos made a rery )Nrillk»t campaign* W'ifii 
ineaBS scarcely sufficient to vemaiu on tbe deien- 
itive, be arrived undtt the very waUs of Pei^^ignan, 
.and took possession of Bellegarde. His deMtb atas 
j tiatly lamented b^ all good Spaniaids. T'he French 
Generafe FleriB, Dagabert, and Doppat, wbo (foi^ht 
#gaiMt Bicardoa, possessed hia brvi^ery, bat ooft 
bia talenta. General Caro «t fiialgainad aosne ad- 
mntages, which andethe French afflareihenaive fiir 
JBayoime. His vintory of )tfae £iat of May, 
4iad;be knomn bow ^to ai«^ bimnlf ^of Uj 
ibMrereadtaadbimmartareorithaAdoar. I 
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French htviDg been considerably reinforced, he 
^was driven back to the Bidassoa. It was in this 
campaign that two heroes, who have since become 
so illustrious, fought for the first time at Biriatou. 
Latour d'Auvergne, the first grenadier of France^ 
attacked, at the head of bis brave soldiers, the 
Marquis de la Rbmana, who had been entrusted 
with the defence of Biriatou ; but the French were 
lepulsedt 

The campaign of 1794 proved a series of disas^ 
ters to the Spaniards. The Count de la Union, 
General Ricaido's successor, was a very brave sol- 
dier, but an indifferent gen^raK He died on the 
field of honour like the French General Dugomlttier, 
who had rendered victory certain by the ability 6f 
his plans, and the boldness of his attacks, Fi* 
guieras was surrendered by treachery.. Rtcardos 
had quartered bis army on the French territory, 
during the winter of 1793 ; and twelve months 
later, the very same army,'commanded by General 
Las Amarillaz, did not think itself safe' qn its own 
ground) at a distance of sixty miles from the 
Fwnch frontiers. This panic of its chieft extend- 
ed also ta those of the- army of Navaira. Co«lt 
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iQtrifliies hid c^sed Geoeral Carofa be sefdioed 
by the Count de Colonera. The latter wm de** 
feat^^ jaod Spain invaded a» fiir as Toloso, where 
General Moncey had his bead^quarters, in the 
month of August, 1794. Several enpgemwts 
with out-posts, in which the Spaniards frequenlljr 
had the advantage over the French, proved lh«l 
the soldiers of each army were as brave as their 
opponents; and that the misfortunes of . the Spa* 
niards were oierely the consequence of incapa* 
city on the part of their g^aerals. 

The caimpaigQ of 179^ opened in favour of the 
French, with the capture of Rosas. Dugommier's 
death had not been perceived in the French army ; 
because be had been succeeded by General Perig- 
hon, who possessed the confidence and attachment 
of the generals and soldiers under his orders. The 
Spanish GeneralLas Amarillas was replaced by Don 
Joseph Urrutia, and the Spaniards soon observed 
the beneficial consequences of this change. Their 
army waa^rapidly reorganised. It had resumed the 
ofiensive with alternate success, wheq* the peace, 
signed at Basil, on the twenty-second of July, 
179^, put an end t« all hostilities. Pfince de Cas- 



w Narrami^ ccMlcf D«t ]pief«ot tlie fioss^ssioii of 
Vittm'iti hf the Ftcneb; but h« fM^niaed tke 
wftiy, antf iKvpltyed iooM tsileotfr; for, with ffdrew 
Mffifcrior It tbow of Genatoil MoiMref^ he succeeded 
in ketpiB^ thw two Caslile0 ttee bom Frenfcii in- 
(VMidn. it mvf tten he u&rmed tfaal, bad not 
yMCe been cDodudvd^ )m would^ bjr meims jyf tl^, 
Mtmeroud rmnfofcettmntM be leceired at t\M tim^ 
hMte assum^ Uk o&miire^ and foiced tbe Fresob 
to retreat to the BidaMOS. 

France had theft mniea on a)t b«r frootiers^ and 
iti la Veod^. Every where abe iraa triumphant i 
and in 1S08, Europe would bare obeyed Napo- 
itaOy bad he respected Spanish delicacy. Tbe 
conqueror of tbe Aualiiana at Aurterlitz, of tbe 
Prussians at Jena, and of tbe Russians at Fried- 
larfd^ was resisted by a loyal and intrepid people, 
filled with indignation at seeing themselves robbed 
of their legitimate aoveteign. Who will be able 
to solve this problem } In 179^ and I79^f France 
was on the point of giving the law to Spain and all 
the Continent; whilst in 180S, that self same 
SfMxi dsured to resbt Fnioee, whose forces, all dis- 



posabte at tbe ti Aie, must liav^ cftrsfiefd ctr«( t(sfov^ 
try; and in Id (4, Che iSpaniards gate the taw on 
tlie banks of the Cafonne, from Boilfdeaux to Tou- 
louse ? — The iFrench soldier^ 6f 1808, W^fe for in- 
perior to thode of 1794 and 1795, A^ th(i|' had the 
experience of war. The ptans of Boonaparte wew^ 
or odght to have been, mwK better e&nUnMd thatt 
the ravings of the CotntnitCeeof Pubfic Safety, jHnI 
of the Directory ; and yet In 1795, the FrettcA gof 
as far as the £bro, and in 1814, they were pursued 
to the banks of the Garonne. 

The chief cause of an empire's triumph is to be 
sought for in the measures, lidopted by its govern* 
ment;, which employs or neutralises at will the 
talents of its generals, and the disposition of its 
troops. Ricardos and Dugommier are, perhaps, 
indebted for their great reputation to that very 
death, which snatched them from the midst of vic- 
tory. At a later period they might have fallen 
victims to the intrigues of insidious enefnies ; for 
merit isalwAjrs envied. It was envy that removed 
Caro from the army of Navarra, the glory of which 
he had raised by sharing iM dangers. Like his 
companions in arms, he saw with sorrow that bis 
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its circumference is calculated at five hundred and 
eighty leagues. , , 

This rich country was knbwn by the Phoeni- 
cians about one thousand years before the Christian 
aera. They^ established colonies in Spain* Three 
centuries before the same aera, Carthage conquered 
the finest provinces of the peninsula. Commerce 
setved as a pretence for theiirst attempts ; byt the 
Carthaginian generals soon joined military violence 
to mercantile cunning, and, in a very short time, 
they became masters of the provinces that bor-^ 
der on the sea shore, from Cadiz up to Barce- 
lona. Rome, the sworn enemy of Carthage, 
offered her protection to the Spaniards. The de- 
^^truGtitin of Saguntum, by Hftimibal, avengei^j 
"^e splendid victot^y of Sciph in the pliiitis of 
Zatha, caused the Romans to be favourably ret 
ttshed. But it was not long before the extortions 
' 6f these new protectors rendiered them as odious 
as their predecessors, the Carthaginians. T%e, 
Spaniards, by their courage, their sobriety, their 
vigour, and their indefatigable activity, shewed 
themselves worthy of fighting the Romans. • Un- 
willing to survive the loss li€ their independence, 
the inhabitants of Numantium followed the ex- 
ample 'of the gagUnliarm ktfA buried themselves 
linder the ruins of their iity. Though headed at 
'first by Viriatiis, and afterwards by Sertorms, both 
cdebrated for their erplotts aA4 their taleMs,iJ|he 
uufortubate Spaniards W€fe yet oblig^ to sotimit 






to th« good fortune of.Pompey the Gr^at. The 
battle of Mun^a, which ws($' gained by Caesar over 
l^e eidfft SOD of his.iUtiatrious rival, conipletefl 
the conquest of a qountry^ ia, whose {jeni^l climate, 

fictile «oi], and rich gold and stiver mines, the 

-^ • > • 

Roiqatts foui^ a very precious reward for the 
prodigious exertions, whjch they bad used to re- 

. di^e Ca^l^age to submissioa. 

.-Sp^in ci;mttituted a part of the Romao empire 

, until the l]|pgiBniDg of the fifth century. U then be- 
came qne of the principal theatres of the revolutions, 

i QCcasjofied by the irruptiQn of the barbarians from 
the north. These were destroyed by the Saracens 
in 719. Towards the y^^lOOO, Sanchothe Great 
)^(^l unit|ed the whole p^ioftu la into one monarchy; 

.,.|)ut, by tbe^^xample qf Charlemagne, he divided l^is 
kingdom ampng^his cbildreq at his death. > Spafh 
remained split into different monarchies until the 
year 1474, when it was again united under one 
sceptre, by the marriage of Ferdinand V. with Isa^ 
bella, Queen of Castile. Its population, at that 
time, was calculated at fourteen millions of souls. 
The reign of Charles Y. was to Spain what the reign 
of Louis XIV. has since been to France. The 
Spaniards led the .fashion in Europe; and, until 
about the micldle of . the seventeenth century, 
they were e<)|nidered aspatteras of politeness, gal- 
ylantry, eruttition, loyalty, valour, and m^nificeno^d. 

'. i^fyincis I. having been defisated at Pavia^ was 9, 

. ; pctson«^ .alf , Mfidri^l. 

B J 



- . * 



\ 



so. 



HISTORY OF TIl^K WAR 



The appointment of a French prince to the 
throne of Spain in 1700 foused all Europe against 
Louis XIV. and caused a general war, known l^ 
the name oi the war for (he mcce^mofSpaih; of 
which I shall sketch the principal features, on ac- 
count of their analogy with the events,^ that form 
the subject of this work* 

In the year 1706, Philip V. was on the brink- bf 
ruin. He was forced to raise the siege of Barce- 
lona, and obliged to lead his ai^y back into Sp&fn 
by the road of Perpignan and Bayonne. Ciudad- 
Rodrigo, Salamanca, and even Madrid, had opened 
their gates to the allies: but the slowness arid 
weakness of the.archduke rendered all these ad- 
vantages useless. Philip re-entered his capital. 
The battle of Almanza, which was gained by 
Berwick, in 1707f t>ver Lord Galloway, seated 
that monarch firmly on his throne. His severe 
treatment of ^ativa, a (6wn of the kingdom of 
Valentia, was justly blamed. The inhabitants had 
ranged themselves on the side of the archduke, his 
rival: the resistance they opposed to the king's 
troops was marked by a courage, and devotedness, 
which placed the besieged on a level with the 
heroes of Saguntum. The town was taken by 
assault, plundered, and burnt ; and all the inha- 
bitants were put to the. sword, hi 17X)8 Tortosa 
was taken by the Duke of Orleans, in «ight of 
Stahremberg, the archdUke^s general. In 1710 
Fortune smiled upon the allies. Philip was com- 
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pletely defeated near Sara^ssa.- Stfibreiiiber^, his^ 
conquefor, conducted the archduke to Madrid^ 
whilst the fugitive moaarch collected at ValladolidL 
the wrecks of bis arpay. He appeared lost, without, 
any resource* Louis XIV. himself became a prey 
to the caprices of fate. Defeated even in the inte- 
rior of his kingdom, he appealed to the French 
nati^l^ who made gjreat efforts, in consequence of 
the ffankne9S| modei;atioai and nobleness of their 
mpnarcb's behaviour. The haughty treatment, ex- 
perienced by bis plenipotQDtiarie^s, during the cpp** 
ferences of Gertruydenberg, piqued^ tbc Frenqb^. 
at; ^11 tiqn^ so prone to noajiitaip tl;^ honour of ^e 
throne, ajad to •avenge the insults offered to tbeir 
scDfl^rc^^n. Thfs reii^cnrcements, destined for ^pain,^ 
werepl^lfed under tbp command of the Duke of 
Yend^p^i one of the {post cclfbrated generals of 
Lou^js XIV. Ofi his arrival in Spain, the grandees 
refused to ob^y hino^ aa<^ deliberated on the rank 
tbiy should allow^ him. " All ranks are equal to 
EV?/' was the profid answer of the worthy descend- 
fnt of Henry ly. ** I came not to dispute for 
prect(|enge with you — I coqie to prevent your be- 
ing dej^ived of your lawful^ monarchy" Surprised 
atfin(^|Bg so,muc|i modesty combine^ ^ith sueb 
tranaqe{|dent merit, all . the Spanis^^ generals zear 
iottsly vied in the execution of the dyke'^ ord.erisu 
Vendl^e kept his word. He maintained Philip 
pa the throne of Sp^t ^^ brought him back tp 
14pdiPPl« iip tapk Stanhope prisoner ^itb his 
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flirmy, and deffea'ted Stalir^mberg iii the plains of 
Villaviciosa These suc^essi^s dissipated Philip's: 
alarms, and destroyed the archduke's hopes. Philips 
to reward his Services', offered Vend6me five hundred' 
thousand livres in gold ; but^ the French general re- 
fused his offer, saying, " Sire, I afn fully sensible 
of your gerierosity ; but I entreat your majesty' to* 
distribute this' gold among* the bfbve Spattrards, 
Whose valour, and attachment to your person have,' 
in one day, s^ved you so mftny kingdoms/' What 
si lesson for the Guests^, Egreieis, Arrizagas, La-^ 
penas, Balfasteros ! 

Peace was signed at UtrecHt on theifteenth of 
July, 171s. Barcelona', however^ altfiotigh eva-»' 
cuated hy the emperor's tro(5|>8, iEind left ib i ts d#t^ 
tesources, refused to acknowledge PhfBp for its 
sovereign. The 'French were obKeeiT to besiege 
the town ; and it was on the brearcb, wliere ot^r 
sieges are enWerf, that tftrs began with an dWstf- 
nacy bordetiiJgf on fury. Th^ battle raged fn'fMI 
streets, and eve6 in thehoifses! the monks ^qsImm] 
with the bayonit upbii the^ French gnenadiersf, and 
often successfully; b<rt at length theinhabitsKitsof 
Barcelona, like those ^f Saragossa iti 1809k wer^ 
obliged to sbrrender at discretion, aftiet* haribg sus^ 
tained the mo^ dreadful assaults. Mar^af B^rWick^ 
penetrated with admiration of the her6i^m dte- 
played by those intre|tid Catiflonians, granttM^ th^ih 
their property and theii' lives, m Apiteof the k>iid 
demands of hi^ army, cfa^tt in cdHfoNnity #Kti tli# 
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I^wa of' war> Barcelontf takien by stoniv should 
be timted like the anfoTtuosae towQ of Xativa« It 
bad stopd a bkKltade of eleven months, aftd a welh-. 
conducted siege of Uwo ; and its conquest, cost the^ 
besiegers above, ten thousand men. 

Tbekiu^oai of Portugal isr|»i tutted jn the wes^ 
lern part, of the Spniah peninsula, Its lengthy 
ffom north to south, is calculated at one hundred 
and twenty-Bve leagues; and its breadth, froni 
CMt to west, at fifly^four. This kingdom w^ 9f^*. 
pMMMl from Spain only after the expuls,ion of th^ 
Wmn. Tbe Portuguese monarchy coiwiencedf 
i» 1 189i. Tile bdliiant period of that coi,intry was 
towards the end qf the fiftieenith ceotury, under the 
iei§a of Emanuel tlie Greal:, It was at this time 
^1^ Vasco de Gama opened to tbe j^uropeans the 
roai to the £asl Indies, whefe the Duke of Albu- 
querque, as celebrated for his genius^ as for bis 
enterprising spirit, cohered tbe Portuguesf arms 
with everiasting glMf* In 15S0, Pprtugal wai 
again united with Spain by the death of Cardina) 
Atnigr* i^ililip II. tormefted his i\ea? subject^ 
with»4ihe most unheard-^of vexations: but tJii| 
fmad^Poirtiiguese, indignant at his tyranny, recon- 
queniil their bberty, after sixty years of suSerlng. 

DolMliian IV. vvi/proclaiw^d their king in }6iQ. 
Diating the wai for tli§ succession of Spain, 
Peter IL aided with the flUies against J^hilip V. 
^Nid aclid an importgnt p^rt in tbe cpalition. Evej^ 
mam that inriodt. th? kingdom of Portugal owes 
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its preserrafion, and the (N^osperityof its peopleY 
to the^ise policy of its monarohs, whose conttaof 
efforts have been directed -to destrve the protte- 
tion and friendship of the British Empire. ' > 

I shall not mention the war between Spain and 
France, which, forttinately fer the two nations, 
was terminated by th^ tMi^ of Basil, signeii 
on the twenty-second of JnJy, 179^. Fromibe*' 
instant Buonaparte - w^s appointed coostil, be 
<5oveted the possession ^fthe peninsulSi ii1Hm> 
better to dtew the King of Spain into bis toaMi^ 
he led him to hope for rite conquest of PoTtmt0i 
and its union with the CastiJien ilionartikyw— - 
Charles IV.. anxious to preserve peace r lor ibe be- 
nefit of his subjects, over whom lie. ruled moro^n 
father than as a king, was tvisak enoc^h tcbeliMre 
in the loyalty of the new cabinet of the ThuUlelkes. 
He blindly adopted the projects of Buonaparte, 
when the latter, delighted to have obtained an in-t 
fluence so useful to his desigp*, ippeand to^isplay 
great moderation in accepting the paci€c prepos^is 
which the court of Portugal sent, btir hfi illi 
Chevalier d'Aranjo. It was in OoMequeiiceriif 
Napoleon's authority that the Spanisbtcofinntiidert 
in-chief, Manuel de« Godoi, si^^necl the .trMty of 
peace between Spain Md Portupil, ontbeaWb^f 
June, 1801. Towards the first of August, Gewtal 
'Le Clerc, Buonaparte's brotber-in-Jew,^ wtio.com- 
manded the auxiliury army, left §p^in toWlwn I0 
France. The Spaniards treated the Ffi|»ch ofltami 
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afidtol4}^m the most frieiidty imdner.' Spaim 
wfib Merely evacuated af^ the eoQcliision of ^a 
tMaty df paaee between France aod Portugal, ^hich 
ykwa ! i^aed cm the tiraDty^nfQlh of Septemlier. 
ft is a civecimstance worthy of remark; that Bii^ 
naparte, Mrbo wished to give the Spauiarda.a &vour-^ 
able opinio^i of his troops, had taken particular- 
eare to isampose LeClerc's army of the choioeaC 
regitnenta ; the soldiers were, besides, ordered) ttH* 
der the mostsevere penalties, to tceat the Spaniards 
with the greatest regard ; and these orders 4vere 9^ 
well obeyed, that the confident and geuefoiis 
Castilians appMred to regret the departure of tiie 
yei7 FreifctiitieD who were soon to return, rob theai 
of their king, and subjeot them to Buonaparte. 

The* dv^ftsters of Uim and Austerlitz, in the yeas 
IBOSi forced Austria and Russia to quit thefieM 
%f battle for a time. Notwithstanding the good Imi^ 
mony, which seemed to prevail between the eoutta 
of Paris and Mad md, rumours wete i^msad, Miatv 
as soon as Buonapiahe could rely 6n the sincerity 
of the amicable protestations ipf Prussia and Russia^ 
^ereral divisions of the French graiiA< army of.Grer^ 
many were to be detadied, under the preCefnce of 
being tent to besiege Gibraltar, but in reality to 
jdtce a broAer of Napoleon on the throtve ofSpmu. 
in thesjmng of 1S06, I had my head-quartern in 
t^ Castle of ymibiiigh^' which belovga to tbe 
Prince of Nassau. 0»e day, w hen I Avas con vcrs^ 
tn^ witlkhis Highness on the political and siililaiy 
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ilfeuaiion -of Europe, the Pmace spoke of the po^i^. 
bility of making F]«nce resume her limits of the 
year 1789* Austria^ Prassia, and Riiasia, were to. 
attack the line of the. Rhine; EfBglaiul waa. to luid 
o»e hundied thousand men on the French, side of 
the Channel, and march to Paris; Spain wae to 
pekietratJe by the Pyrenees as far as the Loire;* 
Italy was to be attacked by two hundred thoasand 
Turksi At this suggestion I exclaimed : O /itf/» 
0krum eaptii^ ai cerebrum haberet ! I easily recog- 
msed in his* opinion a secret attack of his bfotheiw 
m^law, Prince Louis of Wurtemburg, uncle to the 
£mperor Atexander, whD, two moMhs before, bad 
AMe from St. Petewburgh to visit the fainily 
of his consort, I observed to the Prince of Naa« 
sau, that if Prussia did not submit to the will of 
i^nitee, Fredetic W-iMiam would be attatcked and 
Meated; that the Russians would come too jfettf 
to bis assistance, as they had done the year befow 
to co-operate with Mack : that Austria, the \llj^y%^ 
terate eneniy of Prussia, would delight in seeing 
the hitter power humbied bxt having so indiacreetly 
refused to contribute to the deliverance of GernM^r 
in 180^: ttiat Spain was under the influence of 
Napoleon y who regarded King Charles meretjr ai 
hie ftrst prefoetj, and would. soon transfti tbethoMit 
to 0«e of his brothers ; that Turkey possessed ntl- 
Aer the will ^ nor the means Aft conquering Ital^f ; 
aftd finally, that EIlgl^nd, which is so poweifiiU 80 
«ctive»and so fortunate upon l||e#eaa|.asiml&ep 



M bofb fb^ faidt^, w#ul& be^i6 lodg in eateulatin^ 
iiHe i^xjj^^MM' of a mikKrh to Pam, ihal it wouUr 
niiiran^^foe posilibie tc^fHiforiii it Mcceaifully,. 
#lito6ter tfhe expedition should b6 4timtiirely 
rdMtv^' upon. 

The Prince, although of ar. very placid dispodi-^ 
tion, couM not conceal MMiotlon ^f anger, which 
escaped hiin on fa&aring my opinion GonMrniHg' Ihef 
King'of 8)wi^. '* There is then nolhlog iadted to 
your sovereign/' sd'id hii HightieMH •^ aiid hit 
j^romises ^^nni^t be trusted ?"-*^'* CeHmAy not/* 
I calmly replied, '^ unlesi tftwy be AivounMe ttf 
bis ulterior <ie4igni. Buonarparte's oondiict i» fhall 
^ the ancien#^€on<)uer6r9, wbo ravaged4lie globe^*^ 
be knbifs no law but hfc interest/^ I WM m lihii 
point of tdfmg the Princef that be toO.wAiMte 
fewallowed* up in bis turft; when he intemif Uid 
S saying: **You labour und^Hhe groiBMtitllMk 
u 1 frequency bttd flie honour of being adiillted 
inta the company of totir Efciperor. / darefiaiM^ 
mtfself Uftlh*^os$eistng rf pttiftnind knowtedge cf Men. 
I arm a zealt)us dhscrple jof Lavaier. BiMm^parte^s 
mo6le tmi ^phip6ssemrig physiognomy ]# a Su^re sigA 
that h^*f§ iMhpable M* actfng wrongly towards the 
King of SfMn, bm most ikithltil ally. Have yoo Aei!! 
4big^tten ll^ bkf tie of Traffalgar, when the Spanian^ 
M^rtainly foagUt ia a m^fin^r, that entitles timt^ 
Hib ^fttif ttd« ctr Napdfcon > WbuM you make «le 
(yelfiive Mrat Buonaparte !s perfidious enotirgh M 
Vtg^fr atiibb ii derdtdanelit ^nd to deprtte Spaiii 
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qiitR lawful mpiiarQh ?'' ; lMi»ivMBd to tb^PKinMhi 
tiMt bisjobsei:ivatioiit^;iiianif<&9tid. bAsaixlvit loyp fi^ 
jii$tic«i: thai it' filu$w«|p«$e 1^0 poss^fs^ seli^r^ 
mentor virtM0U9, he wfHild still, be. a cp)«ne^ nf 
artillery, and that his insatiable ambition vwmDt- 
ed lh^ accuracy of oiy predictions. 
. Ia4e^,Jb6€af9|w^#f 1%0IS, againat Prussia^ 
acjtufitfy.f^royed th^ work of the great Fr^eric. 
Tb^.4c«|df|U battle, pf Eyl^u and f ^#di|iDd, \jn 
|807> J«ft Ibf^ussifins po hppe of success in tjbeic 
Mrugg^tf^sainSk Fcanoe). Buoiuiparte tj^^ugjbt xbjp 
momilot favQumbleiiitQ n^cooaplisb ,bis projects. of 
iD«;a^o9 in tba south of Europa« Under tb^.per^ 
suMioti tbii.the aim of its ally waa4]||$rely tqsb«4 
idw MQfiM^ot to. English, f^mcaecce, the opurt of 
iiajtrtx ^p^^ve^ the treaty of Fon taiob^ai«» datfd 
pn.t^. twenty-sixth of Qctober». 1 807. Xhe second 
l^ll^legaye. the pcqvince of Ajeatqjo and the kiqgi 
jdoQl^tf Algarvia to the Prince of.P^ce,a« his exclu* 
^Te property, siad with all thi^ rights of sovereigi|ty^ 
Twenty thousand ^pajBi^fdf. were ordeft^d to join 
« ^orps i4: five*and*tweutj. thousand PrencbiBen, 
<9piiimaiided by General JunoJu The Fpoqe Re« 
gent of Portugal also $harq4 tb^ fa|f4 aeci^ity of 
.^iHrles, and he must b^ye. jajUien into Bupna^ 
4^rte^» snarfs, had it nptjbeea ffv t|^ ani^iouf 
vvapltiiee of the English ^et th^intMfsts^of ^leif 
f«thful ally. It was only l(j(jtha nlknigff^wsao^ 
atraoqes, that Sir Sidi|py Swifi)!^ and t||f English 
.aatbasindor at Lisboni^ucceededin $|ey(ermiiiii! 



the Prince to leave Wd Capital f&rtfte BrasU*. The 

'4siy after the departure of' the court, which took 

pktce on the twenty-nintli of November, thl^^Frenoh 

entered Lisbon. The severe measures^ resorted to 

by Junot, displwsed the popuiade/ Numbers of dis- 

contented people assembled in the streets: a fe^ 

•'ilbldiefs wei^e woundied, and biie officer killed* 

^unot, who had leiarnl alt Milan and Cairo by 

* what medfUs Buonaparte quelled ttfe. insurrections 

6f large cities, or A^red \Sm tiroops to fire- upon the 

niob, and tranquillity' wirs restored. - 

By one ' of the artfeles of the above*«i0»rtoned 
- ti'eaty, it was stipulated^ that, exclusively o^Junof s 
army, Another levy of forty tbousakd liien shoulil be 
' MMMited at BaycAine, oh the tweiltieili of Novem- 
ber, 1807) that they might be in readt|l«Bs to enter 
S|>aHi, and Apom tlNilice piroceed to PortiigaU in cwe 
tbe Bnglish should threaten tlmt<countvy n^'an 
. attack. Instead of forty, sixty thousand ttoops 
were collected. ' This army crossed the Pyrenees 
uncler the cbmmand of General Murat, who assign- 
ed cantonisients to bis'scMiers in places, not lar 
distant from the road, which leads frote Biy^he 
to Madrid. In this ]70sition IM anxiously waited 
for ^ favourable opportunity to avail himself -of 
the quarrels, which BtionapdrteV agents weresobn 
to excite in the royal family of Spain. ^Assopn 
as Murat bad been apprised of the events'»of the 
' fifteenth, six teeatb, and sev^teMth of Maceh, 
]808|> he rapidly 'marciied to Madrid Urilh 4^e 



corps of G^ii^f9# MiMicey «Bd Dupont. On 
ibe tweQty-foMrtb be enteitd that city at tke 
hea4 0)^ ftbe army, whiqb encamped on the ad- 
jacent hilla* No troops wete kft in the town 
.but tbose tbat w^e thought necessary for the 
.maintenance of good Older. King Charles, who 
was still sorrowfrlly broodit^ over the dissensioM, 
,by wbiofa the peace of bis fd^mily bad been disiurb#d 
10 October, 1807» bad* on the nineteeoAb'Of Marth* 
.yielded to circumstancets andftsigned the crownto 
the Prince of the Astiifiaii^w.bo assuined the name 
of S#rdinand VIL A pifMlamatipn of. the new 
king informed the people tbat tbe reTohUioii, mhich 
had just taken.place, was toi strengthen the allj- 
. ance of St^n with France. . His Mqesty effpip- 
, ed bis liv<alry satisfaction at the friendly oMKiner, in 
.AKrhiob the Spaniards had raeeived the Frisaeh 
troops; /and assured bis subjects tbat both Buona- 
parte and himself had no other ot^ect than to com*^ 
^t the English government with energy. 

When Napoleon was informed of tbe good re- 
ception, given by Ferdinand and bis subjects to his 
•limiliMant and the troops under his command, be 
offered himself m a conciliator to end tbe qviar- 
rels, which had arisen among his . allies. It was 
hisinuated to Charles tbat be would dp. well :to 
<^test against an abdication^ which cou^* be attfi* 
< buted/aolely to violence ; aid he was led tp belieye 
;!ttiat the Emperor, his feithful ally, would bsi9l|pn 
.dtOittskora to bim a cjovix which he had iinjup^ly 
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fvtimtjfmbed^ pnoyided he consented > to vsbtreit bk 
i|aoikreiful meMition. : Churls gt^d-nttCttedly lent 
-inmbeif towbaterer his coutiselidi^ $eemed'toiv»1i. 
•^On the twenty-fifth of Match, 1808ihdwr6te toBuo- 
* sbpartQ:-^'^ I have been forced to resign die throoc. 
but tranquillity is now restoied ; and, fully confiding 
in the generosity and genius of the great man, wbo 
llms always declared himself imy friend, I have taken 
tke resolution to resign mys6tf«iilto his faatids^ and 
' .to await his determination respecting my fate, thit 
of the Queen, and Of the. Prince of Beace. • • . ..** 
. Tbe following protest was annexedtto this letter: 
*' I pitetest and deciaTC that my decree of tbe ftirit** 
'tcienth of.Maroh, by which' I resign tibecf own rn&* 
.vnuarof B>y son^is an act to which Iha^ie been Ibrced 
411 order t<l prevent greatdr misforftnnes>rtand'to 
'«|pare the efitisioa of the blood of my wiell-beloT^ 
iobjeits.. Consequently it ought to be deolftved 
-^ull^find void. 

«• (Signed) I, the King/^* 



On theother hand, Murat'was aeknowtedgin^F^r* 
dinand VIL treating him>asaking,andgivinghimlli^ 
most solemn assurances of Napofeon^s friendshlf. 
He was told thsit his disputes with his father would 
be settled to his complete satisfiictTon, if ihe deter- 
mined on leaving them to tb# mediation^ ^^ like 
'BaKj^eror. The royal family of Spain^ rep^red'lo 
Bayonne, where BiMNaaparti^ ^ bad ' elf ri>v^ ' a iW 
^aya be^re« iXbe oiMai^enbes to «tttooth tlw ^-^ 
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caltieis.i»et3f ebB tbe fiitb€£ and son ^Med until tfae 
"fifth cxf May, Aoioog the many: Agusfs,. wiihch 
.Cerdioand experienced, he had the grief. ol iieat- 
-ing the iegitiUMicy of his birth coatested by^tfae 
.very penon, to whom he owed his life. Tke 
weakness of Charles, the folly of the Queen, 
and the meanness of the Prince of Peace, drew 
upon them the public contempt. Ferdinand airtl 
<the Infant Don Carlos displayed much 6rmne88* 
^Biioaaparte^ wishing to frighten the former^ toid 
'him,, .that the past ought to have ahewn his 
rwill was not. to be resisted with impunity, i and 
rtiat it was as easy for him to punish as to fbreaten. 
-^>*^^ Looderstand you,'' answered Ferdinand, with 
much energy. " You endeavour to intimidate fiie 
tby remiading me of the iate of the Duke d'£ft- 
ghien* I reqaestit as a favour fiwu you, to let oae 
perish like my cousin, if you are determined to rob 
me of the crown of Spain/' His brother^ the In- 
fant Don Carlos, who was present, threw himself 
into the arms of Ferdinand, saying to Buonaparte, 
** 1 too beg ^s a special favour to die with my bro- 
ither and my.king, if you are unjust enough to 
^prive the Spaniards. of their lawful sovereign/' 
; The two brothers remained for some time en- 
oifcled in each others arms, weeping bitterly.-^ 
Buonapatte^ 4n spite of his iron heart, had not the 
atvength to. address any farther discourse to thsm. 
Duroc coaclpded the neg<Mbtion> or rather caused 
prc^Qs signatures to.ba affixed, to .the abaoktte 
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mandatesiof his master^ to whom the crown of Spain 
was ceded by CharleS) and by the two 'sons of 
that monarch. This renunciation bears the date 
of the sixth of May, 1808. Joseph Buonaparte was 
f>roc]aimed King of the Spains and Indias on the 
fifth of June following. . 

Murat wanted to be completely certain that the 
inhabitants of Madrid submitted 4:o their. fate. It 
is only after a decisive struggle that it is knowa to 
whom the palm of victory appertains. Alarming 
rumours were spread concerning the royal family. 
It was asserted that they were treated as prisoners 
*of state by their great fiiendf who had assumed 
this title with the sole view of accompKsfaing bis 
<aait)tti0us>d'e«gns. The Queen of £truria, and 
the Infant Don Francisco, were also on the point 
.of leaving Madrid for Bayonne, when the people 
'Oppos^ tlieir departure. It is said that an aide- 
de-camp of Prince Murat narrowly escaped. The 
•French troops fired upon the inhabitants^ who 
rushed to arms in all quarters : but an orderless 
multitude must always finally submit to- regular 
* trobps» *' Grapeshot and the * bayonet,*' says 
Murat in his report, ^' cleared the streets.*' He cal- 
culates the number of people, collected in the AU 
cala and its environs, at twenty thousand. The 
Spaniards kept up a destructive fire from the inte- 
rior of their houses. After the garrison bad been 
reinforced by the troops encamped .near Madrid^ 
the attack became general. Houses were brekei^ 

c 
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opep, ftnd eyery iDhabitent, fouod ivitb arms in his 
hand, was put to . the swxurd. The carnage was 
horriblei ftiiid the pillage ioimeiise. This conflict 
oi tba Mpond of May cost the lives of more than ten 
tbousand Spaniards, slaughtered when they were 
defenceless, and imploring the cUmeucy of the cm- 
quirwst Buonaparte's tactics to inspire a whole 
people with terror, by indiscriinipately shooting 
frieods««d foes in capital cities, is poculiar to hkn, 
aad stamps iiis policy with a character of ferocity 
•unkaowQ in the ages of Alexander and Csesar* 

The provinces were spon acquainted with the 
4ad ergots of Bayonne and Madrid. One and the 
«im9 tboifgbt pervaded the governors and magi« 
atrat6s:«^'^Re6i8taoce to oppressipo." Tiieir sen-^ 
timents were commofi to ail Spaniards. The in« 
(sn^nreqtion niay be affirmed to have been general, 
•accept in those parts, where the French were 
irery aitinprDUs, and in the towns of Navarre and 
Catalonia, which they had occupied under the 
mask of friendship. The Spanish troopjs, that 
iW^re in Portugal undor tbe command of Junot, 
bad been reoalkid, and had returnad to Spain. The 
-firiendly relations with England were immediately 
jre«established, and the juiita of Seville, in con- 
formity with «ome ancient regulations, was consi* 
dered as the centre of the general government of 
*the kingdom, in the name of Ferdinand VII. A 
proclamation of that junta, dated the sixth of June, 
JBC^, deokred war against France ; and stated the 
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motives* of this measure with mueh precision tm^ 

energy. Th is appeal to the eounige of the Castiliant 

was hailed with joy. The most patriotic proclamap 

fions were issued by the jtintas of each province: 

but their resentment shewed'itseif more' in words 

than actions. They knew' not bow to avail 

^themselves of the enthusiasm) which electrified 

every heart. The desire to be revenged was at il« 

atmost bright: but none knew how to organize 

the true means of revenge ; and the piomeotfiiy 

•ucc^sses, obtained in several parts of the penin* 

s u I a, by i n creasi ng th e .con fideii<:e of the Spaniar4f » 

made them neglect the measures, th^t w^re raqw^ 

site to enable them to profit by th^ir first victories. 

Admiral Rosily was In the harbour of Ca4lif 

having under his ordera a squadron conntpomd ^ 

five ships of the line» and one frigitte* G^p^ral 

Morla suoimoned him to surrender; gnd otv lUs 

refusal, a brisk fire was kept upon him c)uring th^ 

ninth and tenth of June. Seeing that all /esistanc^ 

was useless, the Freneb general hoisted a fl^g for 

a parley, and, after many expianation^i surrendered 

on the fourteenth. This result, due to |be presence 

of an English squadron, which blockaded Cadi^i 9S 

much as to the fire of the batteries belonging to 

the town, was, nevertheless, entirely ascribed to 

the Spaniards: their fisg was hoisted in fdl thf 

French ships withmit the least spp?^ on the part.. 

of tb* £iiglisb. A ddif {ley so uncpnaiqon in their 

new allies, had the best moral efiect on ths ^P^oipk 

€9 
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government and the military leaders. Castanos 
was appointed general of the army of Andalusia, 
and General Caro obtained the command of the 
kingdom of Valentia. Marshal Moncey, after 
some skirmishing of the advanced guards, halted 
before Valentia on the twenty-eighth of June, at 
the head of fifteen thousand men. His idea was 
to alarm the troops and the inhabitants by a grand 
discharge of artillery and musketry ; but the b«- 
sieged met hirli with firmness, and turned a deaf 
car to every proposal of accommodation. Moncey 
had hoped to get possession of Valentia by a coup 
de main. Having recovered from his error< ani 
i)eiBg uneasy concerning his communicatio(^^ with 
Madrid, be retreated with the loss of about one ' 
thousand men hots de combat. 
• He was more fortunate than General Dupont, 
who had been sent to Andalusia with eighteen 
thousand men. The insurgtents having defended 
themselves in Cordova, the town was taken by 
storm, and given up to pillage. ' 

This conduct, though command^^d by existing 
circumstances, raised the exasperation of the in- 
habitants to the highest pitch. The whole pro- 
vince rushed (o arms: all French soldiers that 
were seen about, marauding to procure any sub* 
sistance, were massacred. General Reding com- 
manded five-and-twenty thousand regular troops, 
and threatened to cut off the 'communicatiDns pf 
ttie French with Madrid. General Dupont, a 
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very able^offiter, felt all the danger of his position*: 
be evacuated Cordova, and establi^ed himself at 
Andujar, on the right bank of the Guadalquivir, 
while he detached General Wedel to Baylen. Se- 
veral combats took place, with varied success ob 

« 

both sides, from the first to the eighteenth of July. 
^JicdMy ^Cjjstanns sagaciously judged that he should easily 
defeat the French, if he succeeded in dividing 
their forces. Two Spanish columns took posses*- 
sion of Baylen, and occupied the place. Gobert 
retreated upon Carolina. Dupont immediately 
left Andujar, to form his junction W4th Wedel ip 
the Sierra Morena, and found Qastmoa at the .f/^UiJ( 
head of five«and« twenty thousand men, posted on 
the high road from Cordova to Madrid. Having 
determined to open a passage sword in haod, he ati- 
tacked them with impetuosity, but was repulsed. 
The Spanish general had placed his troops in 
several lines^ and ably availed himself of the ad^ 
vantages which the ground afforded. Dupont 
ordered seven successive charges with the bayonetj 
under cover of a most destructive fire of artillery^ 
The Spaniards stood unmored, while C.^tgiiofi 
rode through the ranks, calling out to the soldiers, 
*^ -Remember, my friends^ that you are fighting for 
^ your precious liberty, for our good King Ferdi- 
nand YII. and for our holy religion/' Dupont 
praised bis troop» for their good conduct up to 
thut day, and incetsanitly reputed to them th^t 
they must conquer^ or du. But the good pMilkitt, 
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uid the numerioal superiority of the Spaniards, 
rendered irictory ' impossible ; and the French 
aokiiers, though very brave, were so exhausted 
wHh fatigue, that they had no longer strength* to 
aeek death in the ranks of the enemy. General 
Marescot, more learned as an engineer than pro- 
found in tactics, declared that there, were no 
means left to preserve the French troops but by 
capitulating. He waa an older general in point of 
rank than Dupont. The latter, much hurt by 
the dkheartening predicament in which he was 
placed, throogh the dejeetioo of his troops, as 
weir as Buonaparte'^ commands, which he had 
but reluctantly obeyed, now determined to ^n«- 
ter into a treaty, with Reding, and thereby avoid 
the tolal destruction of his anay, 1 am far from 
Mattiio^ OeneVai .Dupont for having capitulated : 
til his troops witnessed not only^ his courage, 
#hich left vietory long doubtful, but his despair^ 
which often mdde him seek for death in thejnost 
perilous plaoes. Had bis orders been punctually 
obeyed by General Wedel, the Spaniards dared 
not have conceived the design of cutting off the re- 
treat of the French upon Madrid. Fourteen thou* 
Wnd men laid down their arms. Abo^t two 
thousand had been kiHed or taken prisoners in the. 
. battle of Baylen, tvbich commenced on the nide^ 
tieotfa at three a'clock in the morning, and raged 
with the utmost •bi||&acy utttil two o^elock in lik 
aAssMon. 
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The ei^ertioDS of General Ciieilta, iii the north 
of Spatn, \tere not crowned with the tiicctw esf- 
pected from .the fine army under b»s eocftniMd. 
He bad colieeted nearly forty tbonsand ine»oil die 
heightt of Medtna del Rio Secco« In thial poftitioit 
he vrie attacked by MafrshaV Beaai^ea on the kwt^ 
teeiith of July. The Spaniards made a brrlUanI de*^ 
fence. Altbodgb nybre ihan half of the army waa 
composed of new ievrea^ then* ta^huaiasm and oo«n 
rage, operating in lieu of itiaCructio^ anfd expe« 
rjvtice, )6ft victory a long timtf doubtfoK B^aaiilea 
bad recourse to stratagem. He declroetf bat^e on' 
ht# ^ight and Centre; and moving hia <ibovcesfe 
trdopa to his left v^ing, succeeded in oVerl^rowifig! 
Cuesta's right* Blake performed predigiea oi 
valdmS and covered ibe retreat upon Bamsvente. 
The vkttory of the Fraaeh was partly 4me to the 
10th and 9^d regfments of ehusieurs d che^dly wbor 
made several charges s^atrt the Spanish rnfantry 
with* the greatest rntrepidity. Cuesta's nafovemenft 
was premature. He knew that he had to encounter 
choice troops^ of which the Imperial Guard formed 
ft fhtt. In^teAd of advanci'Dg to Medina, it woctid 
hifW been morfe prudent to fortify himseH' in the 
fhbmstlriiis of Leon ; or at leailt not to advaovee 
beyond fieneirente, before he ijould act in concert 
With the armies of Andahisto and Artagon. 

This re^^rse,- however, way ^rnpFy Compensated 
hy the fine defence of Saragoasa* On the second 
of July, the French attacked the outposts of that 
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piaee, md forced the troops back into the town* 
The convent of St. Joseph was taken. The bridge 
on the £bro, which had been begun on the second, t 
was finished on the twelfth ; and the place was 
completely invested* The heavy artillery, neces- 
sary for the siege, was supplied by the arsenals of 
Bayonne and Pampelona. The town was neither 
•^g«larly attacked nor rqj^ularly defended j. but 
both the attack and the defence were carried on 
with unpairaUeled obstinacy. 

On the second and third c^ August, 1808, 4be 
besiegers booEibarded the town, and cannonaded 
the wall- near the gate of Santa Engracia. The. 
breach having appeared practicable on the fourth, 
at break' of day the French gave the assault, and 
succeeded in penetrating into a part of the town. 
The French general^ being persuaded that theSpa-^ 
niards bad lost alt hope of resistance, sent pro- 
posals of capitulation to General Palafox. This> 
brave officer sent no answer |)ut these words : — 

^ « War, blade to blade !"» 

For several days, the French were obliged to be- 
siege every house, in proportion to the extent that 
they wished to advance into the town. It may be^ 
supposed that the governor was. acquainted with 
the successes obtained at Valentia and Baylei* wd. 
that he expected to receive prompt assistance : 
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but be this as it may, his energy, the courage of 
the garrison, and the devotedness of the inhabit 
tants, are above all praise. The governor's bro- 
ther succeeded in entering^ the place with some 
a munition, when a want of it was beginning 
to be felt. The troops, that escorted this convoy, 
being about two thousand in number, likewise 
proved a great relief. All classes of inhabitants 
vied in zeal with each other. The Countess dt 
Burita formed a corps of .ladies, the most respect- . 
able for their birth and wealth, to attend the 
wounded ; and these intrepid Amazons frequently 
exposed themselves to the greatest dangers, under 
showers of balls, bombs, and bullets, to perform 
tlie honourable office which they had undertaken. 
Conduct so heroic was at length rewarded. The 
French retreated ; and the siege was raised in the 
aight, between the thirteenth and fourteenth of 
August. 

Several less important events had taken place 
in the other provinces of Spain. On the fifth of 
July^ General Caulaincourt, brother, to the French 
ambassador at St. Petersburgh, took possession of 
Cuenca, and gave the town up to pillage. On 
the fifth of the same month. General Reille at- 
tacked the Catalonians, who were blocJkading 
fFigrei^res, dispersed them, and supplied the place 
with fresh provisions, ammunition^ &c. On the 
sixteenth, General Merlin attwked Bilboa^ which 
was occupied^ after a shai^p* resistance. On tbe^ 
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tweDty«tfaird« General M^rle took posMssio* of 
SdHta&der. On tbe . tweoiy^sixtb^ Manbal Bes* 
%\kre% oocupied Leon. King Joseph left Madrid 
oo the first of August;^ and on the tweQty*M€ond 
bia bead^quarters were at Burgos. To palliate 
tbe flight .of this prince, tbe Maniteur bad the 
aiKlacity to publish-^*' that tbe French army was 
gcfing t6 occupy refreshing quarters^ for tbe purpose 
of breathing a tt>ilder ^ir^ and drinking beltv 
water/' Tbe same journal indulged in Jpng coia** 
ments o» tbe calamities siloK)st coostHntly^attend*' 
ing great public eommotionsi The p6pu}aee# 
JQSitly exasperMed at tbe bad faith with whieh 
Buoilaparte had acted towards Spaiii^ and espe« 
ciall^ towards the toyat facnily, thought tbejr 
rfK>lild be rey€Bge4 by decapitating some of ib^ 
paftizans of France. Saavedra, and about thred 
bimdred Freiichmen at Valentia, Solano at CadisE*. 
Truxillo at Grenada, the Count d'Aquila at Se^ 
▼ille, tbe Cortegidor of Carolina^ the Goternor of 
BadajoiS, Miquel Ceballos at Valladolid, and some 
other individuals, more imprudent, perhaps^ than 
culpable^ perisl>ed victims of a mistaken, multi* 
tilde, whose, indignation against the real traitorls 
appeared to be wdl founded. Heaven forbid that 
we should be disposed to cast tbe veil of indul- 
gence over such frightful crimes ! But we do not 
hesitald to cast on tbe real authors all tbe odium 
of those calamitiefiy which for seven years afflieted 
Ibe Qflt ions of the jMninMtu 



19 SPAIlf AHV FaatUGAL. 4fl 

Bnglsnd, whose commercial interests depended 

» 

OD the itfdependenee of the contment, eaprerly ac* 
eepted the offers of friendship on the part of the 
Portuguese and Spaniards. An expedition, undet " ^ 

the command of Sir Arthur Wellesley, was sent to 
Portugal to drive the French army from that 
country*. The troops were landed on the ftf^t of 
Augmt, 1808, in the Bay of Mondego. General 
Spencer left Cadiz with five thousand men to join 
Sir. Ai:thur4 This junctiop took place on the fifth. 
On the eighlli, the English army was eqcampedi 
and mdy to receiTe the enemy. On the twelfth, 
Ihe vanguard marched to Leyria. Th^ Portuguese 
troops^ being five thousand five hundred infantry, 
and five hundred horse, joined the Englisk army, 
which, by this accession, amounted to nearly twenty 
thousand fighting men. On the fifteenth, a skic^ 
mish took plac^ at Caldas with the French ad* 
vanced posts. On^lhe seventeenth, the £ngli^ 
general attacked a division of six thousand men, 
under General Laborde, encamped on the heighm 
to the south of Rolica. The ground. was well dia- 
puted^ y^t the position was carried ; and Laborde 
effected his retreat in tolerable ord^r. Jflle b^d 
troops, inured to war, and a more numeroua ca- 
valry. This engagement cost the Engliab nearly 
live hundred men, killed and wounded. On the 
eighteenth, Sir Arthqr took the position of Lou* 
littba, to cover the landing of tba troops under the 
wdMi of WiS^tieisesh^GtetmA AckliiMl. This tgpm^ 
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lation being termiDated, the army encRtnped on the 
heights near Vimiera. On the twenty-first, Ge* 
nera) Junot, having collected all his disposable 
forces, which might amount to fourteen thousand 
men, attacked the left wing of the English. He 
was received at the point of the bayonet, and 
obliged to fall back upoD his reserve. He 
renewed the charge against General Ferguson's • 
troops^ posted on the heights along the road to 
Lourinha; but he was repulsed with the same in- 
trepidity. From that instant he determined t^ 
retreat. General Kellermann, who was ordered lo 
cover this movement, manoeuvered with great 
skill, profited by a wrong position which the 
English troops had taken while pursuing him* 
and succeeded in preventing that extent of advaa^ 
tages, which Sir Arthur, from the confusion of the 
vanquished, might at first have. been led to expects 
This battle, which decided the fate of Portugal, 
eost the English but eight hundred men. The 
toss of the French must have been much more 
considerable, owing to the obstacles which the . 
ground opposed to their reaching the position of 
the E^lish, whose fire had the advantages aflforded 
by entrenchments against the troops, by whom they 
were Attacked. 

During the night, after the battle of Yimienr, 
Junot assembled the French generals, to hear tbiair 
ofNnioQ on what could be done for the best for hia 
ftrmy and France. General LabQprde proposed to 
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retreat b/ Castello Branco, and Goarda, towards 
iCiudad-Rodrigo and Salanianca, with the view to 
join the army of Marshal Bessiferes, To accom* 
plish this purpose, the French must have aban- 
floned their artillery, their sick, and equipage: 
they would have been exposed to be continually . 
harassed on all sides, by the Portuguese and 
Spaniards, whilst the English vanguard would be 
JDpon the heels of the French rear. *' In that 
tjase,*' said young Kellermann, who comnianded 
Junot's cavalry, " we shall be very lucky if we 
ireacb Burgois with half of the army.** Though 
there was an affectation of holding the Spaniards 
in contempt, still the catastrophe of General 
•Dupont tended to damp Junot's ardour,. He 
therefore sent Kellermann to the English head*- 
quarters, in order to solicit a suspension of hostili- 
ties, by causing it to be understood that the French 
general wished to enter into an agreement respect- 
ing the evacuation of Portugal. The armistice 
was signed on the twenty-second of August.-— 
The river Sizandra was agreed to form the lifle of 
demarkation of the two armies ; and it wasstiptt* 
lated that the French should in no case be consi- 
dered as prisoners of war ; and that all their artil- 
lery and cavalry horses should be sent to France. 
It was on this basis that the definitive conven^* 
tion was signed at Lisbon on the thirtieth of 
' August, 1808,— a convention better known by 
Another denomination^^the convenjdon of Cintra. 



Admiritl Cotton did pot think it proper t6 grhnt 
terips equally favourable to fhe Russian «quadron« 
that waa in the T^gus. The convention, which 
be concluded with Admiral Siniavin on the third 
of SepteQihert stipulated that the nine RussiM 
ahips of the line, and the Russian frig;ate, whictf^ 
were then in the Tagus, should be given up to 
AdnfiiralSir Charles Cotton, mth alltlmr ammmm^^ 
ilcn* {indF be sent to England, thereto be kept aia 
deposit by His Britannic Majesty, under th6 pro* 
misa of being restored aix months after the aigna* 
ture of the peace between His Britannic MajestjT 
and His In^perial Majesty of all the Rgssias. By 
the second article, it was agreed, that Admiral 
Siniavin, the officers, sailors, and marines, should 
return to Russia: They were five thouaend sii 
l)irndr?d and eighty-five in number. This arrange^ 
naeat was loyal on the part of the English, and as 
advantageous to both parties as circuovstances 
would permit. The Russians, it is true, were 
disarmed without fighting; but of what avail 
would the most sanguinary battle have been, when 
they had superior numbers, and English aai)orf 
to encounter ? The convention of Cintra wan 
highly censured in England, where it was indig- 
nantly observed that the French army was merely 
changing its position. By the fourth article, that 
army was left in possession of all its artiUery, aad 
of the horses, which had been obtained fr^nn thf 
PortMguese by French reqoiaitionp. The avitbpii 
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of this faeblt and dangeroustneasupe etideevoavitf' 
, to jurtify ft, bj rating the Freneh forces in Portu- 
gal nt above twenty-six thousand men? hut they 
tieglected to state that the garrisons, the sick, aB<(l 
^hose employed in administratire offices, ought to 
^ be deducted from that number. After the battle 
of Viroiera, Junot had only t\veke thousaini fight- 
ing men to oppose to about twenty thousand 
allies. The matter, however, will be seen in ft 
more favourable light, when we consider that the 
French forces were rendered inactive for several' 
iiionths';-<-*tfaat the allied army became disposable, 
— that Portugal was evacuated, — and that Lisbon 
was spared the horrors of a siege. 

Thus ended the first campaign of the peninsula, 
'fevouraUy for the Portuguese, jtnd most gloriously 
for the Spaniards. We may ftankly h^e state, 
'thaA nothing was wanting on the part of the allies^ 
but a man of consummate experience to organiee 
'them, to maintain their enthusiasm, to keep thehr 
exertions in a right direction, and, above ail, iti* 
oessantly to repeat — '* that they had done nothif^< 
es lofig as there was a single Frenehman in arms 
upon the Spanish territory/' The months of Au^ 
gust, September, and October, were lostin unnei^M* 
(Mtry arrangements. The favourable opportunity to 
drive the French beyond the Pyrenees wassufi)sr«d 
to escape. They ought to have been closely puf « 
sued, without leaving them time to reeover. It 
>is averred, that Joseph, alter his flight from 
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Madrid, could not ooilect more than forty tho^* 
sand fighting men on the Ebro, whilst^ at that 
time, Castanos, Caro, Palafox, Cuesta, ^nd Blake, 
had under their orders above one hundred thou<> 
sand, who, intoxicated with their success, would* 
have completely destroyed or dispersed the wreck 
of the French army. The very same Frenchmen, 
who, two months before, had ravaged the finest 
provinces of Spain, were left undisturbed in their 
cantonments. Does it not appear as if Madrid 
became a second Capua to the conquerors of Va* 
Jentia and Baylen ? Under the pretence of cloth* 
ing the regiments of the army under Castanos, 
they were quartered in the environs of Aranjuez. 
Surely a fitter time might have been selected for 
the operation. It was not in the month of August, 
and in a warm climate, that the want of clothes 
could appear a sufficient motive to stop the pro-* 
gress of the army, and prevent its profiting by the 
stupor, into which the enemy had been thrown 
by his reversed. Besides, nothing hindered the 
clothes being made : there was time enough to 
send them before the winter, wherever the army 
might be posted after the entire evacuation of 
Spain. It is to the tardiness with which the 
military leaders pursued the French, at the period 
BOW spoken of, that all the misfortunes which 
befell the Spaniards in the following campaign 
must be ascribed. 

Long experience has proved to Europe, tt^at tht 
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English goyernment never neglects to combat the 
rivals of that nation s cominerce, but particularly 
the French ; and this is done always with ar-* 
dour, often with skill, but seldom with activity. 
It must also be confessed, that the cabinet of 
St. James's has very seldom sacrificed the general 
interest of the nation to the caprice of any favourite. 
The reverses of England can, therefore, be ascribed 
to no other cause than the inexperience of the 
leaders appointed to conduct her expeditions, or 
the supineness of her allies in seconding their 
efforts. The march of Sir Arthur Wellesley's 
army to Santander, for the purpose of acting with 
Blake and Cuesta, against the right wing of thei 
FreQch» whilst Castanos, Caro, and Falafox, 
should have attacked them in front and on the 
left^ would have determined Joseph to fly for se- 
curity under the walls of Bayonne. Buonaparte^ 
who had reasons to fear a rupture with Austria^ 
would . not have dared to attempt the passage of 
the Pyrenees by main force, as long as he was not 
secure *on the side of Germany. Junot's army 
could not escape; and every thing induces the 
belief, that, on being informed of the retreat of the 
French from Spain, this general would have been 
very' glad to have accepted from Sir Charles Cot- 
ton the conditions of Cintra, in order to withdraw 
his army from the fury of the Portuguese. If it 
be said that Junot would not have surrendered, to 
the Portuguese^ but would have xnaintained hiot- 
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self in their kingdom, it may, be observed, that 
Dupont, a far more able officer than Junot, could 
not keep footing in Andalusia^ though be had 
the hope 6f being assisted from Madrid. He had 
only Spifiiardfi to encounter, and he had not to pro* 
vision, or to occupy and vetmn ^ without proviiious, a 
city like Lisbon, of nearly three hundred thousand 
inhabitants. Lord Castlereagh, whom good for^ 
tune had attended in the expeditions he had sent 
against the Cape of Good Hope, Copenhagen, Mar- 
tinique, and Portugal, -would have been still cmore 
kicky in the north of the peninsula, bad General 
Moore been entrusted with the chief command of 
the allied armies. On the twenty-fifth qf $ep^ 
tember, I8O99 his lordship issued orders for send* 
ing, to that part of Spain^ an aroiy of forty thou- 
sand men, including five thousaQd horse. The 
Spanish corps of the Marquis de la Romana, 
which consisted of ten thousand men, had i3uc« 
ceeded in escaping from the French army in Den« 
mark; audit was determined that it should be 
landed at Santander, for the purpose of acting in 
concert with the English troops. Notwitbstand* 
ing the check experienced at Medina del Rio 
Secco, Blake had still about thirty thousand men. 
The armies of Estremadura, CastilC) Andalusia, 
Valentia, and Arragon, could not be rated at less 
than one hundred thousand. Allowing twenty 
thousand to cover Madrid, and to scour the dif« 
fereut roads leading to the capital, there still re- 
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inained two Iarg« armies, each of eighty thousand 
men, which, wlien well manoeuvered, werff more 
than sufficient sucQessfally to repel all the efforts 
of the Freifch. 

BaonaparM tvasiMquainted with these details^ 
be ftilly knew the»means of resiinance, poasiessed 
by Che Spaniards when assisted byjhe English ; 
'and be made his dispositions to render. Ahem use- 
]ess.« Alarmed at the hostile attitude which Aus- 
tria WW Assuming, he resolved to*4raw closer hit 
ties t^f #*ieiK]ship with the. Emperor of Mfbssia, in 
Order to intimidate the Emperor Francis IT. To- 
wards the end of September, ISOS, he had an in*" 
terview with AlexancJer at Erfurt* Th«6 he 
obtained^ that sovereign's eonseht to place his 
brother Joseph on the throne of Spain; ts weR as 
the assurtnoe of his co-operation against Austria^ 
should the fetter power declare war against FraiiiA;« 
The march ofthe^lumns, destined against Spaiti^ 
bad been suspended for s6aie days^; but as soon 
as Buonaparte « was assured of Alexander's senti^ 
ments, sixty thousand veteran troops began their 
route through Bayonne, for the purpose of rein- 
i^cing Joseph's army ; and ten thousand marched 
iut6 Catalonia, Otider General Goiivion Saint-Cyr^ 
who assumed the command in chief of that pro- 
vince. Msirshals Soult, Ney, Bessieres, Moncey, 
Lef^vre, Mortier, and Victor were placed at the 
head of the different corps : Buonapalrte assumed* 
t)»e GttnoHmd to cMcft On the thirty-first 0# 
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October, Lef ^vre attacked Blak«, who had been 
joined by the troops under the Marquis de la Ro« 
maim ; and success varied from one side to the 
Other, until the tenth of November ; when Lef^vre, 
liaving received numerous reinfofceoients, under 
the- orders of Victor, obtained a decided wipe* 
riority. The Spaniards fougbt with the most un^^ 
coi^moo intrepidity ; but they were vanquished 
by numbers^ discipline, and ability. Had they . 
been under the command of a prudent leader, who 
would have withdrawn from position to position, 
avoiding a general engagement, until the arrival of 
the English expedition, this campaign would oer-> 
tajaly have been rendered worthy of the first. 
The mountains of Asturia afforded many positions^ 
ao fpuch ^he more favourable! from rendering the 
French artillery and cavalry useless ; whilst the 
vjg^pity of the sea facilitated the arrival of provi«!^ 
•f^^and succours of all kind for the allies. . 

Buonaparte's campaigns in Italy,'in Germany, 
ynd in Prussia, ought to have convinced his ene- 
mies, that it was his main principle of warfare to 
attack before his adversary had bad time to con«r 
centfate his troops. Blake attacked and defeated 
L^fevre, Duke of Dantzig, on (he thirty-first of 
October,, in the environs of Guenez, oear Bilboa. 
The. Spanish general knew not how to profit- by 
tbi§ advantage ;. and Lef^vre, having been. rein-» 
forced> was not \of\g before he beat Blake in his 
l|urn^ I^ef^re's aucceiss iR Hapiaosa was eitirriy; 
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^wiog to Blake's presumption, and to. his ine;Kpe- 
rience of war. The same causes produced the 
same results with regard to the other Spanish di- 

r 

visions. On the tenth of November, Soult at- 
tacked the army of Estremadura, which, after a 
slight resi^ance, took to flight in the greatest con- 
fusion. The French possessed themselves of Bur- 
gos, wh^re ihey found considerable magazines, 
ivbich would have beeti much better placed at 
Astorga and at Saragossa. On the sixteenth 
Souk's vanguard took possession of Santander, 
wbieb contained stores of arms; and ammunition 
that should have been left in places more secure 
agaiaet the invasion of the enemy. On the twenty- 
third Marshal Lannes attacked Castaoos in his 
poiition at Tudela. The army of Andalusia, 
which lisrmed the left wing of the line of battle, 
opposed a long resistance; and fell back only 
when, its right being left uncovered by the flight 
of the army of Castilla, apprehensions were felt of 
being surrounded by the numerous French ca 
valry. Buonaparte, at that time, had but eighty 
thousand fighting men. He had not yet been 
joined by the corps of Mortier and Junot ; never- 
theless, he determined to march to Madrid, and 
avail himself of the advailtages which he had just 
gained. He sent Marshal Moncey against Sara- 
gossa, directing Soult to oppose Blake and La 
Romana. Oft the thirtieth Victor's corps at-* 
tacked the position of the Sommo-^ierra, which 
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was defended by ten thoupaod Spaniandb. Had 
their trenches beeo constriicted with int#Utgence, 
they would have been impregnable, from the ad- 
vantages of the ground ; but of theia the engi- 
neers had not known how to ^ail themselves. 
Buonaparte's report evidently confirms the aseer-* 

• 

tion hete made ; for it says, that a charge by Ge- 
neral Montbrun^ at4be head of the Polish Itnatrs, 
decided the affair;/ This is certainly the 6rst ^me 
tlbat a mountain, or natnral defence ia its^lf^ was, 
when further fortified, thus c«rried by a chaq^e of 
cavalry. It is mwe probable that Victor ^s iaAntry 
climbed the mountain, and ttipned the tmnehes 
constructed by the Spaniards, who then tsok to 
flight ; and tb^t the oavalry fell swond ia hand upba 
some stragglers. Buonaparte seized this opporw 
tunity of making a flourish, praising the valour of 
these new regiments of his guard ; and informing 
the Parisians that the brave men, who carried, at 
full gallop, one of the sti^epest mountains of Cas- 
tile, would koow how to defend the Thuilleries 
tnd St. Cloud against all their lemes en masse. 
^ The rout of the corps, which defended theS(npi- 

' mo SdcocasL disconcerted the inhabitants of Madrki* 

They wished to djefend themselves, and they might 
have done so ; but thess was no-oite to point out 
the means. The junta had thought it pf udent not 
tp await the last moment, before they f)]aced then!- 
selvesjn safety. The people, indignwt at so. much 
apathy in tb^ chiefs, arm^d themselves with what- 
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ever weapon appeared moit proper for defence* 
The streets were barricaded, and the houses fortified. 
On the first of December Bessiferes arrived on the 
heights, in the vicinity of Madrid, at the head of 
the cavalry. He summoned the governor to sur- 
render. General Morla shewed as much pusilla- 
nimity on this occasion as he bad displayed firmness 
si X months before at Cadiz. Instead of encouraging 
his compatriots to defend themselves, he exerted 
|dl his influence for the purpose of inducing them 
to lay dowB their arms; Madrid might have resist- 
ed a fbrtnigbt^and in that case, Bounaparte would 
have found' himself in an embarrassing situation. 
Sir John Moore, who had left Lisbon on the twenty- 
seventh of October, had reached Salamanca on 
the thirteenth of NoiNember with his vanguard. 
Sir David Baird was to be at Astocga on the nine- 
teenth. In spite of the Teverses experienced by 
the Spaniards, they might still have collected 
twenty thousand mea under the cogimand of La 
Romarnai Sir John would have employed them in 
making faiw attacks, whilst, with his army of 
tbiity thMiMnd, he would have attacked Soult in 
th« «kriy part of Deeember. A number of contra- 
dielory reports, which, to judge by their source^ 
afipeared equally*authentiG» kept him in suspensci 
and caused liome delay in hitf movements. 

JMUdrid surrendered on the 4th of December, 
almost without any resistance. Bouqaparte haA 
butforty thousand men against sixty thousand, who^ 
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being posted behind walls, were as intr^id as old 
troops. He took good care not to invest the place 
completely, for fear of provoking a people jealouf 
to preserve their laws and their religion. Th^ 
night previous to the capitulation, all those, who 
did not wish to stay with the French, were allowed 
to Jeave the city. Buonaparte overwhelmed Morla 
with bitter reproaches for the part he had taken in 
the capitulation of Baylen : but the General ap- 
peared unmoved at them, and submitted to bis new 
monarch. The information, which he sent to Ge- 
neral Moore for the purpose of inducing him to 
march in aid of Madrid^ created the suspicion that 
he had acted in concert with Buonaparte. The 
English general had a fixed plan of operations, and 
he soon vhad reason to congratulate himself for 
having been deaf to the insinuations of bad faith, 
and to the counsels, not to say the commands, of 
ignorance* He was willing to fight for the defence 
of the Spaniards ; but he didflotwisi) to place him- 
self in a situation^ that would force himintodiffimil^ 
ty,andperhapsendin disaster. When he receivedMi 
accurate acco4tnt of the position taken by the Frencbt 
he thought himself sufficiently strong to attack 
Soult's corps ; and marched to the left, for the pur^ 
pose of approaching neai^r to Sir David Baird. On 
the sixteenth of I>eeember he stationed his troops at 
Toro: Sir David encamped at Benevente: and on 
4ie twentieth the joint army was concentrated at 
Mayorga : Soult had his vanguard at Sihagan, and his 
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main body at Saldagna. Lord Paget was sent to 
surprise the troops which occupied Sahagan, con* 
sisting of six hundred covalry. But the French 
were not surprised. They had already gained tinae 
sufficient for flying to arms. They were attacked 
with impetuosity ; and their loss amounted to about 
two hundred killed^ or taken. On the twenty*first 
the English army was concentrated at Sahagan : it 
consisted of twenty •^five thousand five hundred men, 
including two* thousand ^ve. hundred cavalry. 
According to Lord Castlereagh'splan, there should 
have been ten. thousand more. La Romana was 
at Leon with twenty thousand men, ten thousand 
of whom were good troops: the remainder could 
be employed only as part'izans to alarm the French 
marauders. Buonaparte was still at Madrid. 

At length %r John Moore resolved to attack 
Soult, whose army of eighteen thousand men oqcu* 
pied Carrion and Saldagna. On the twenty-third 
Sir John wrote to La Romana, infMrming him thai 
he was then marchiqg^ Carrion, a»d tbatOQ the 
next day (the twenty^fourtb) he should attack 
the post of Saldagna; further reijuealiag tlmt he 
might be seconded on the part of lAe Spanish com- 
mander, -either by mirchiv^ direct^ to Saldagna 
thrdugh Mansilla, or %y crossing the river above 
Saldagna, tooutwingSoult'sright. But, at theinstant 
when the English army was ciMpnencingits niove^ 
mentSy.General Moore was mfenned thttSoult had. 
been rekfprcedy and that a gr^t poiiti^ii of th9 
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troops, which had taken Madrid, were hasteningby 
forced inarches for the purpose of turning his rights 
seizing his line of operations, and cutting off his 
comitiunication with Corunna. Sir John^ who knew 
Buonaparte's tactics, thought that there was not a 
moment to be lost, in order to escape the snare^ 
which had been very dexterously laid for him. He 
countermanded the march to Carrion, ai^d on the 
twenty-^fourth commenced his retreat towards 
Benavente, with the intention of taking a position 
on the right bank of the river Esla, there to be en- 
abled either to continue his retreat, or to resume 
the offensive, according to circumstances. It was 
not long ere Sir John's doubts respecting the move* 
menta of the French were dissipated: he learnt 
from a«afe quarter that Buonaparte had left Madrid 
on the twenty-second, preceded by Ney's corps^ 
and the cavalry under the command of Bessieres. 
On the twenty«eighth the English quitted Bene- 
ventcy with the exception of the rear guard, com- 
manded by Loud Paget. On the same day Buona- 
psrte fixed his head quarters atyaideras,/ind Soult 
was at Maaiilla« On the twenty-ninth the chas^ 
«etirtacA€t;a/ of the imperial guard crossed the Esla, 
underthe idea^M; they should encounter only afew 
out-posts, left for the protection of stragglers. <But 
Lord Paget attacked them with all bis cavalry, 
overthrew them^ aiMi forced them to fall back in 
the greatest* conftision. General Lefevre, whp 
commanded the French, was takeo^ prisons. This 
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event had a singular effect o» the whoJe French 
anny: every regiment, without exception, 'wm 
delighted to bear that th^ J£nglish had lowered the 
pride of those chasseurs; for there was not a man 
who did not fanc^ hiniself a hero, after the succcaa 
which this corps had obtained against the Russian 
imperial guard at the battle of AusterlitaL 

The English army, which till (hen, had observed 
the strictest dtsciplinct committed some excesses 
against the inhabitants, whose apathy towards tbeir 
allies was well calculated to occasion a degree of 
discontent. Sir John, who had never yet com*- 
manded an army* so considerable, especially on a 
jpatreaJt, paid loo much attention to abuses Ihat aire 
altnost unavoidable, and the repression of which 
ought to be left to subaltern officers, or to the colo- 
nels of regiments. His orders for restoring discipline 
constituted the eulogium ef his heart, rather than of 
his experience. His iU-timed severity had no 
other effect than to disgust several officers, who» 
while they were procliumed to be the authors of 
the evil, endeavoured to diminish it as isLt as their 
power extended. It is painful to^ackaowledge, 
but it is incantestibly triie, that there are critical 
moments in war« wh^ <tbe commanders must 
wink at some improprieties, in order to avoid 
greater oites^ Is there not, indeed, a gieat degree 
of inconsistency in punishing mayauders, when no 
pcovisioQs are distributed to the soldier? Can it be 
hop^d that troo|^ will sustain the attack of a yreU 
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fed enemy, when they have hadnofoocffor fout-and- 
twenty hours ? Such was the situation of the En- 
glish on their retreat to Corunna; and in spite 
of the privations M'hich they suffered^ they let no 
opportunity escape of s^Pporting their reputation 
for subordination^ and valour, whenever they con Id 
stop the progress of the French army. 

Sir John left Astorga on the thirty-first, and 
Buonaparte had hist head-quarters 'there on the 
first of January, 1309* He reviewed his army, 
which was composed of the corps of Soult, NAy, 
Junot, and Marshal Bessieres's cavalry. Being 
convinced that he cc^uld not surround the English, 
he sent Marshal Soult to pursue them, for the phr^ 
pose of forcing them Jo re-embark. Marshal ^J'ey 
was ordered to advandb as far as Lugo, to reinforce 
Soult in case of need. On the fifth, at the trio- 
ment when Sir John wat leaving Villa-Franca, his 
rear-guard was attacke^^near Cacabelos^ by Soult's 
▼anguard. The French, who had ventured upon 
rather unfavourable ground, were obliged to fall 
back,' after a brisk fire of musketry. General Col- 
bert, having advanced at the head of the sharp- 
shooters, was mortally wounded. When Buona- 
parte reviewed the cavalry, ' which thi^ general 
commanded, two days before, he said to him in a 
friendly tone, *• You have shown in italy and 
Germany, that you are one of my bravest officers: 
in a short time you shall receive the reward due 
to your services.**— ** You have ijo timq to Ipse, 
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#^** replied C|4feert with vivacity^ " for although 
I am but thirty years of age, I feel that I am very 
old/' His presentiments were realized to the great 
jegret of Buonaparte, by whom this officer^s talents 
were highly valued. Colbert had the command 
of Sbult*s Kght cavalry. 

On the fifth of January, Sir John arrived at Lugo« 
He examined the ground about the place : it ap« 
maMd favourable for giving battle. On the sixth, 
Spall's vanguard came up with the English, but 
made no attack. On the seventh, the French, 
a^rised that the English had not continued their 
ilgpeat, advanced their artillery, and ^commenced 
a hmk fire, which was duly returned by their 
epemy. Soult likewise ordered some columns of 
Infantry to advance, which were received by a 
fffiy hfifik fire, «tnd obliged to return lo their 
former position.; General Francesch was then com- 
Vai^ied to mapel^ to- the left of the allies, with I^i» 
li^ht cavajry. This manoeuvre was slowly exe^ 
qtxt^dr- %pd at too great a distance from the Eng- 
^sh. S^t John Moore considered Soult's move- 
tnents as a strong indication of his purpose ; and be- 
ing persuaded that he should be more seriously 
attacked the next day, he made his dispositions td* 
ensure victory. On the eighth, the Eoglish army 
was arranged in battle array at the dawn of day« 
The general rode through the ranks, and express- 
ed his high satisfaction at the good appearance of 
bis troops, who ardently wished to prove in battle,. 
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that the irregularities of a few laflividuaJs ha# 6dl 
altered their character for bratvery and dfscipliAe. 
Sir John must f hen have fAt some Vegtet A having 
generalised his repfodfe against officers, who, from 
the reiy beginning of the tvaf, had always ^rtiown 
themselves full of honour, tind eealouG^ attached 
to good order. Soult likewise placed hhns^lf in 
battle array: but he ihanifiteted no in c4i nation to 
begin the attack. If, instead of dispersing in ting 
mountains, La Romana^s army had contrnued' to 
manoeuvre on the left of the English, there Is no 
doubt but Sir John Moore would have acted -#ii 
the offensive that day, for the purpose of o'HfA 
aweing Souit, and preventing any impediment 
to the embarkation of the tr6op6, which Was to 
fokb place at Corunna. * * 

* In the night, from, the eighth to^tfae wirtlh, ttif 
Englflsh quitted the position of Lugo.' On the 
tenth they halted M BetaHzos, and dn'^the elev^titll 
they took a position t^ik the heights befor^Cofufina. 
There werid ti few utiifnportant engagements witiV 
the itear-guard. The want of tntnsporti* caused 
0bm^ baggage t6 be lost, and some field-pieces were 
telBt behind for the same reason. On the twelfth, 
doult arrived, with the greatest part of his tro6ps, 
on 'the heights opposite to thosfe occupied by the 
English. The destruction of the bridge at Burgb' 
delayed the arrival of his artillery, which joinied 
him only on the fourteenth. He employed th6' 
fifteenth in making his dispositions; and on the 
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txxteenlh^ at three o'clock in the afternoon) he 
began the altiu^k. The transports had arrived from 
Vigo to Coraona^ on the fourteenth. Sir John had 
given the neeesaary orders foribe army to be em^ 
barked in the night from the sixteenth to the seven- 
teenth. He was on his way to inspect the troops, 
when the firing of the advanced posts, and a re^*. 
port from General Hope, informed him that he was 
attacked. Soult advanced his columns of infiintry« 
under the cover of several heavy guns, the fire of 
ivbich was favoured by the rising of the ground. 
His efforts were directed gainst the right wing of 
the English, whose position was very faulty. Sir 
John went thither in person ; he directed the move- 
ments of the 4th, 43nd, and i*ind regiments, which 
eov^red themselves with glory by their coolness 
and intr^dity. At their assault upon the village 
ofEIvina, the Freiic|i were received at thepolbt 
of the bayonet. The attack on the centre and oif^ 
the left wing was less impetuous, the ground beioig 
in favour of the English. On all sides the French 
were repulsed ; and after having continued their- 
ihusketry and artillery fire till late at night, therf 
withdrew to their former position. The loss oti' 
both sides was nearly equal. Each had abou^ 
one thousand men hots de combat But the lost 
of the English proved much more considerable bj> 
the death of General Mbare, who had his lett 
shoulder broken to pieces by k cannon ball, at th^f 
moment he was ordering thd 4Sd ligimdlt to ritoh^ 
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Oil the French with the bayonet. General B«M| 
knd been sevesely wounded^ and obbged to quit 
the field of battle. General Hope, on whmi the 
command devolved of course, acted up to Sir John's 
dispositions, and embarked the army in the night. 
This operation, one of the most difficult. in the 
presence of an enemy, even when he is inferior in 
number, was most successfully performed, although 
the corps of Soult )yas present, and twenty thousand 
strong. TJiis oversight of the French can be as- 
cribed only to the signal conduct of the English in 
their retreat, and particularly on the preceding day. 
Thustnded an expedition, which has been too 
much praised by the friendst, and too. much cri- 
ticised by the enemies of the brave general,, who 
terminated it by a victory, and by the sacrifice of 
his fife. An expedition to the north of S^in was 
a Fery judicious measure : it was badly pei^med.^ 
The troops ought to have been landed obtween- 
C^on »nd Santander, in the early part of Njpvem- 
ber : they would have acted as a reserve for the: 
armies of Blake, and of La Romana, which were 
untouched at that time. The movement against: 
Soult» though incomplete, forced Buonaparte to 
delay the execution of, his designs against Anda- 
luaia, and Portugal. There was not a soldier to 
defend the passages of the Sierra Morena, and there 
were but few Ei^lish l^t in Portugal. , Had Buo- 
naparte been accurately informed of the situation 
Qiib^ £i^lish aiiQy> tfid of th» distress in La Ro-. 
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manaV corps, he wouW have left Lef^vre at 
Madrid; sent Vidtor to Andalusia, and Ney to 
Portugal ;. and then have marched with Be^i^es's^ 
cavalry and Junot's corps, solely to threaten the 
right of General Moore, All reports rated the 
English at forty thousand, and the Spaniards at 
twenty thousand. Buonaparte wished to attack 
them at least with equal numbers: it is to this 
error on his part, as much as to General Moore's 
ttegacity, that Valentia, Seville, and Lisbon, were 
indebted, for not having to open thpir gates to the 
French at this time. The English general was 
justly censured for not having availed himself of 
La Romana's co-operation, in order to attack 
Soult, as he might have done without danger, from 
the eighteenth to the twenty-second of Decemben 
Had he obtained a complete success against the 
Marshal, as his superiority, owing ta bis junction 
with the Spaniards, led to hope» hf might, by leav- 
ing the pursuit to some fresh Spanish levies, have 
rapidly advanced by his right on jthe road of Bene- 
vente, and encountered the troops that were com- 
ing Q'om Madrid ; which troops, surprised at see- 
ing themselves vigorously attacked by those very 
English^ whom they expected to catch in a trap, 
would have undoubtedly been obliged to foil back 
with great loss. Sir John has also been reproach- 
ed for not having attacked Soult on the eighth of 
January, at Lugo; but this is a very unjust re- 
proaeh of his adversaries. Ney's corps was but 



I 



iS^ B19TDRV OF run WAB 

otie dty ^^ BMirch frocn Lufo. His jnQetton with 
Sodlt, which aitght hare been efiected in twelve 
bouts;- would have reiidered . the position of xYie 
Boglish army extremely critical. After having 
well weighed all the probabilities for and against 
the two parties, the impartial observer is obliged 
to confess that, whilst he is doing full justice to 
Buonaparte's boldness in. marching to Madrid, aud^ 
the ability of his manoeuvres to crush the £dg- 
)i«h near Benevente; yet in the whole course oi^ 
this campaigUj Sir John Moore and tha English 
army vied, in point of science and valour, with 
the troops and lieutenants of Buonaparte ; who 
owed their successes merely to their numerical 
superiority, and to the unparalleled apathy eff 
the Spanish leaders, soldiers^ and peasants) in the 
countries which were the theatre of war. 

Whilst the inhabitanta of the southern aodnortb- 
em provinces of Spain were fighting with more 
cours^e than harmony for the defence of their li* 
berty^^ the Catalonians surpassed them in zeal, 
displaying more intelligent co»efttralion, and more 
jO^rgy in their attacks. From the very beginning 
Off the campaign. General Duheeme had been 
elosely bkiekaded at Barcelona. On the sixth of 
November, General Saint Cyr invested Rosas. 
The Spama^ds made several aoctiea, which at &rat 
provedf successful, but, bmag overwhelmed by 
mimbels, they were obliged to remain in the place, 
and t^ repeonce this kind of watfare^ which im» 
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^ire4 the •tteogtb' 4Df the i^ri^n^ fritkbufr bebg 
of any real use* ' THe treqche^ w^re op^ne^ io rfae 
ii%bt from ihe seventeenth to the e^teeotli of 
Kotember. On the twenty-4bird ibe bi!f»eb it 
[Port Trinity was judged praitticable. Oa tbe 
twenty^fourth General Alrarea* at the bead ^ mx 
thousand Catalonians, attacked tbe |iosta of Son* 
ham's division, andgained at first some advantages: 
but Generni Saint Cyr having tsent reinforcements 
lO: this division, the Catalonians weie obliged to 
recross ebe river Fluria, after having warmly dis** 
fMited the victory. On th^ twenty^eigbth Ihi 
governor 6f Rosas was summoned t^ surrenden 
He^did notthink it proper to return any answeiw 
Lord Cochrme had thrown himself into the plioe« 
with some detachQients from the English vessels 
that were |n the roads, to preserve to Spain^ as 
long as posdbl^, a place so important. by its situ« 
ation. The town having been taken by main force, 
tbf garrison withdrew into the citadel. But all 
means of resistance having been exhausted, the 
fort capitulated on the sixth of December, after 
having defended itself eighteen days. Lord Coch* 
rane and his detachment returned to the English 
squadron, having previously taken the necessary 
measures to destroy all the stores of Fort Trinity, 
As soon as Saint Cyr w^s in possession of Rosas, 
he moved his army towards Barcelona. The Ca* 
talonians, -who blockade)^ the place, dispersed at 
the approiic^i of ^o considerable a force ; and th^ 
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communieation of the 7th corps, with General: 
Duhesme, was restored. The junction was ef« 
fected on the^ seventeenth of December^ after 9ome 
opposition on the part of General Reding, who 
commanded the blockade. This general rallied 
his tfoops at the intrenched camp of Lobregat, on 
the south of Barcelona; but was attacked bjr 
Siaint Cyr, and obliged to evacuate it with the loss 
<lf his heavy artillery. During the whoje coarse 
of this campaign^ General Reding manoeuvred 
with great ability. He was opposed to one of the 
best lieutenants of Buonaparte ; and if obli^sd 
to fall back, it was owing to the discipline and 
numerical superiority of Saint Cyr's troops. Those 
of Reding were almost all new levies, and did not 
exceed fifteai thousand^ whilst Saint Cyr was at 
the head of twenty.five thousand men, who had 
almost all made several campaigns. 
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The advantages obtained in Catalonia gave great 
Mtisfactiontp Buonaparte, who, being scquaiated 
with the courage of the Catalonians, and their afef 
tachment to liberty, had not reckoned upon so 
decisive a success. He learnt at the same time^ 
that on the thirteenth of January, Victor bad &t»^ 
tacked and defeated the rensaiiis of the army under 
Castanos, which Yenegas had ralHed IB the neigh- 
bourhood of Cueuca. Soult also informed bina, 
tbat after the battle of the sixteenth of Ja»uary,. 
be had taken possession of Corunna ; and that oo 
the twenty-fourth, the naval and civil officers of 
the Port • of Ferrol had manifested the desire of 
submitting to King Joseph. The French occu- 
pied that town on the twenty-seventh; but these 
last dispatches did not find Buonaparte any longer 
in Spain. He had heard that Austria was makingp 
great efforts to take advantage of the war in Spain, 
for the purpose of obliterating, by some victorious 
blow, the shameful defeats of Ulm and Austerlitz. 
The occupation of Madrid, the dfspe^ion of the 
Spanish armies, the sailing of the English expedi- 
tion, the capture of Rosas, tbe supply of provisioQi» 
to Barc^ona, and a Mimber of partial successes^ 
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gained by his troops in almost all their encoun* 
ters with the Spaniards, induced Buonaparte to 
suppose that lenity would, in a short time, ac- 
complish what bis legiois had so fortunately and 
io rapidly begun. In his ideas, Vaientia, Anda- 
lusia^ and Portugal, were not to oppose, but rather 
t0 Msist ih the estahltshment of the new dynasty, 
fiir tkm sake (jithfUv own prosperity. He thought 
behideiimred die submission of the Spentaids^ 
because he had vanquished them: but he had 
atiU SanqpMsa to conquer. This operation he 
oosfidcd to Marshal Lannes, who had Mortier and 
Junot tMider faisordeiQu 

The heroie defence of Palafox,'during the fimt 
skge, «t once akurraed the officers and troops senf 
against that towil. Asseon as Castanoe hadb^eA 
defeated at Tudela^ Moncey hadbeen ordered to at« 
tack the plaee. The garrison, including the armed 
peasasits^ who had thrown themselres into it fr6ai 
att ^Quis of Amgon, aittoented to nearly fifty 
Iboiueaad, The Ffeneh geneial, who knew what 
sort of men be was going to encouBter, bad re«» 
couise at first to coociliaitocy means. The plaoe 
ViP' not completely in vested, that the troops and 
mhnMlmts might stiH -receive positive inforoia-^ 
tion about eve«ts^ caleillailed to ptomdle a pacific 
result. Every thing prwed Mseless. The« deetruc^ 
tion of all S^^aia co«M not have ^akeii the gene^ 
lous lesotution of so many brave men, isot to sob^. 
Wtiwfon they fas^} eihauflled aM the iMoMces^ 
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wliioli bofK^ur suggetl? in Mch a ctse, ^wd 
a 'noble despair aloBOst always renders «fiectuaK 

On the twentieth oi December,. 1808, Genervl 
Sochet attacked the heights of Saint Lambert, ou 
tbe right shpre of the Ebro, whilst General Gazan 
carried the heights of San Gref^rio on the left 
bank; where the besieged* had erected entrenqb* 
naents^ to retard, for sometdays^ the attack n^n 
tlM^ town itself. AH these posts wer^ defendei 
With the most obstinate courage* The arlillwj^ 
4060 were ctit te-pieees at their gttli9> and tkm 
tnofm wiere ahuost destroyed to a man^ aftev having 
.Artnrly soM «heir Ii9«s to tile i>e8i^ers. Moneey 
..ira» bat J^ttle acquainted #ith the warfare df 
aiei^s ; and wias superseded in his t^onmniDd before 
Saragossa by Genersi Janot^^^ ttMrndeitxAof wait 
f»m bis eoterpriising spirit: in shevi, the vety 
wan vequiaite to vie with Palnfox. Juncft was 
inferior in talents ;«but Buomaparle had taken care 
to attack excellent engineer and srtiUery oflloeili 
to the foesiegkig armry* ^ Janot wished to mark hi^ 
airiml by u coup d'iebct. • He attacked the conv^M 
Of St» Josepli, and sucoeeded in obtain^ posses- 
aien of i%, after a vety bloody cofrflict. The pfJUJ^^ 
Mil made several sorties, and alm^iBt tdl eucceM- 
IMMNia. Seareely bad tbe Frewch consimeied a 
iiMflh wlitB Pahifox d|(A»oyed it. He dve^t file 
^t«riittoB of ibtt beaiegeiM' '\xp6h other points bjr 
Mm^attaelBS) sMfyttottibmedto^^nanre^liesueeesii 
M titafl wliicli he wtebed to sadoeed. Hm tofMk 
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rieDGe» and. his cotf/? c/ViV, frequently disappointed 
the well-airanged dispositions of Generals Dedon 
and Lacpste, who commanded the artillery and 
the engineers. 

The slowness of the siege, and the desire of see- 
ingitquickly terminated, induced Buonapartetoem^ 
ploy Marshal Lannes, who, to the most uncommon 
intrepidity, joined much good sense and coolness. 
.Junot, anxious to please the Emperor, had already 
lost considerable numbers by repeatedly making, 
against all common rules of warfare, attacks which 
often proved fruitless, and always .very fataK He 
Continued to serve under Lannq^, wbp assuoMd 
the command in chief on the twentieth of January, 
Mortier was sent wiJth the fifth corps to support 
the attacks, and to. cover them against any troops 
that might attempt to succour the place. Fromtlie 
twentieth to the twenty-sixth of January the Spa- 
niards showed themselves, at several points, for the 
purpose of harassing the army employed in the 
siege. They were every where repulsed with losa, 
after having fought . with bravery. Their defeats 
were occasioned by the superiority of the French 
cavalry, which .attacked them in the plains. Oa 
the twenty-sixth Lannes made a breach*. On Ike 
twenty-seventh he ordered the place to be stormed. 
The convent of Santa Eiigrazia was-carried, aivord 
in hand, by General RostolUnt) who. was danger* 
ously wounded, and whose aidrdercamp washiUid 
.|y^his side. The astonijihiMnt at th^^ftdlity* 
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with which a practicsible breach was made, ceases 
when it is recollected that Saragossa is not a for- 
tified town. Its walls have been raised only from 
motives of administrative police: they have nei- 
ther bastions nor half-nioons ; not even the turrets 
of ancient fortification. Brick houses, solidly 
built, and narrow crooked streets, were the only 
means of defence on the part of the besieged, 
whose number, of all ages and sex, were rated, 
before the war, at sixty thousand souls. 

It is impossible to convey a higher idea of the 
cours^ous defence made by the besieged, than by 
quoting the very expressions of Buonaparte's thir- 
ty-third b\}{Ietin, which says — ^* On the thirtieth 
of January the convents of St. Monica, and of the 
great Augustines, were carried. Si3cty houses were 
taken by having been undermined / The sappkrs 
of the 14th regiment of the line have greatly dt#- 
iinguished themselves. On the first cff February a 
ball striiCk General Lacoste, who died in the field 
of honour. He was equally brave and learnedv 
His^loss has been sensibly felt by the whole army, 
and still jnore particularly by the Emperor. (Ge- 
neral Lacoste was one of his aid-de«-cam{)8.)...... • 

The enemy defended every house, Thfiee attacks 
were maintained at once by undermining, and every 
day three or four mines destroyed several houses, 
thereby enabling the tpoaps to fix themselves in 
many < others. Thus the French arrived at the 
Cimo^ A hrge street, almost in itm oentm of Sara* 



gOMAi and Jeclged ifcawfclves ov fiie quays, taking^ 
posBes&km of tbe b^i.tldiafs of ilie«elMH>If atdUm^ 
versity. Tbe enraiy atteiDpled to opfiose the 
French in U»eir.ow|i way ; hm^ li^le e%fmrieuc»i 
jfi this specks of wfifSu^ their ttuaes itefe imtne'* 
diaftely disoovaredl» sad sufifoeated/' Every miV- 
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lary maa, vvho gives an attentive peridsal to. this 
extract from fiw^oAparte's owa ooafession respects 
tqg the de&uoe made by the lohahitaftits of Sara- 
gossa, will be ibrcod to cQQfa9S, wiaatever be his 
political opiflMNSBsiihat tiie aoas^ of the globe had 
fK>t yet aff^Hdede i^^re so worthy of the teapcct 
aad adaSintHMi nf tfaa worid. Tlie deeds of he^ 
raisin, which likratsaledNtiaiaAeiaand Sagtiatuin, 
b^d already been^ i^qnalkd dtiriog tbe £fst sic^ge^ 
Saia ga swi. F^atafoKt his tioops, tbe ipeople^ the 
«elaigy, the men fca, the wooieD, andevea tbeebiU 
^ftn, parfonDed pcadigtes in this second siege.^i-^- 
Tbe Fienctr had a numerous anny, a formidabla 
artillery > and very able engineers* Vaufaan km aa 
impioved forti6eatitMi» that tbe most abfe defence 
omst yield to a regular and well-directed aita<^ 
•The Freaeb had taken possessiaa of tbe auburbi 
situated am tbe Mgbt mde of tise Ebro, The Inmmi 
wasiakaost IvhoHy in their pow^r. . Above tweoQr 
t h uwioa nd Span iaids bad parvriied in tbe oo«rse of 
tbeaicge:^ aittd ibisfaffmatts toss wmsb aaach the 
jftMlt af tbair mvo. ce«ffage, aa of a want (|f evder 

* 

in thairaimcfca. Wbatevas canaxaIt.lliB«in4»lba 
bvc af iniipaniliHit teati^iam, tlie. aiiiliioriipi' 
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the clergy, the exampie of the monks, coiistmBlJy 
in^fae foremoet ninkft, and the fear inspired by the 
weil-koowo Ucentious&ess of the besiegers, *«» 
every tiring, id short, concurred to induce ibe 
Talbat inhftbitants of Saragossa to fancy that tbey 

. attained the pinnacle of glory by sheddieg their 
blood,' armed for the defence of their king arid 
of their religion* Tbe fort surreedered on the 
twenty-first of February ; and Saragossa was no* 
thing but a heap of ruins, or, to speak -fnore aceo^ 

^ rately, a vast burial^gnHi^d. 

Exhausted with fatigue, Faiafox had heed- dan^ 
geroudyiii for several days. It was difficult to 
si^>ply his place ; nod this event had spread <ciio» 
stsrnation throughout the towiH«affeotiBg theia« 
habitants more than the fire of ihe besiegers* It 
IS painful to obsi^rve^ that the Frendbgemtral, who 
was a truly brave man, refused n ca^HtoJaliaQ to 
Palafox, the most vahantottcer with it^om be l^id 
hitherto had to figbt %nd to treat*' *if this rofuaal, 
on tbe part of the Duke de Montebelio, had beeaH 
dictated to bim by Buonapaite, hie is to be Uamed 
for having accepted tbe command en conditaoi» so 
humiliattiig. A contrary Sttfpiooi#M appears out of 
the question ; for it is impossible to be i»ore valiant 
and more generocis ihaii Marshat Laa»a9» wha^cf 
eoume was iacafpiA)le of watltiiig, towards tbe wmt^ 
thf goveroor of Saragossa) the ? espeet juatly ^dwa 
tp )Mm. ^ publiahia;^^* that PalafoK was im 
cigaoc 4»^ contempt Ha tha Spaniards, asMl iieaw 
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was seen iii dangerous posts,'' Buonaparte opened 
a vast field to his adversaries* Does be suppose 
that he has avenged the honour of his arms, and 
consigned the retreat of his troops, after the siege 
of 1808, to oblivion, by inserting in his bulletios 
the most ridiculous imputations against a general 
without fear and without reproach ? Had Palafox 
possessed a vast and organizing genius, he would 
have been the Washington of Spain. If, with the 
great soul which Nature had bestowed on him, he 
had combined those eminent qualities, he would 
nave driven the FVench from the peninsula, and 
acted a very brilliant part in restoring the equi- 
librium of Europe. Palafox was then forty years 
old. ' His education bad been excellent. He ac-* 
companied •Ferdinand VII. to Bayonne. When 
be saw that his king was a prisoner, he escaped 
from France, flew to Saragossa, and used all bis 
means to oppose the invaders. This brave oflScer 
remained for a long time a prisoner in France; and 
Buonaparte must be censured, for not having 
known how to honour merit, and respect misfor- 
tune in a vanquished enemy. 

Thus, the winter campa^ commenced on the 
fiist of November, 1808, and terminated on the 
first of March, lS09i to tbe advantage of the 
French, who, for that reason, denominate it the 
Imperial campaign. Tbe Spaniards were long be- 
fore they could recover from the terror caQsed by 
^ the defeat of thejr armi^» the capture of Madrid, 
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^t surrender of Saragossa, and the departure of' 
the English from Corunna. The same terror ex« 
tended to Lisbon ; General Craddock had made 
all.tbe necessary arrangements to embark the troops 
under his command, in case Victor; who was al- 
ready arrived at Alcantara, should attack the capi- 
tal of Portugal. This march, which was attended 
with but few difficulties, was not undertaken when 
it miglit have been performed successfully. Victor 
was waiting for news from Soult. On the tenth of 
February, the iatter had collected his army in the 
neighbourhood of Tuy. According to Buonaparte's 
calculations, he was to cross the Minho on the 
eteventh, arrive at Oporto from the fifteenth to the 
twentieth,, and enter Lisbon towards the end of 
the saoie month. But though he encountered 
only regiments of Portuguese militia, be was detain- 
ed on his march longer than Buonaparte expected; 
The peasants joined the militia^ and demanded to be 
led against the enemy« Upon the observations 
which the Portuguese general, a brother to An- 
dradCt made to them, they suspected him guilty 
of treachery, and massacred him, appointing Baron 
Eben bis successor. Soult was detained by many 
severe engagements. On the twenty-sixth of 
March, 1809, he ai^rived before Oporto, and recon- 
noitred the environs of the place. On the twenty-* 
seventh and twenty-eighth, he made unsuccessful 
attempts. On the twenty-ninth be renewed his 
attack on the whole, front ; and when he thought 
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tbe favourable moment arriTed, he sent to the 
quarter, which it was moat easy to support bjra 
column of choice troopa concealed behind some 
riaiDg ground. Tbe town was plundered in apite 
of Soult's efibrts to prevent tbe pillage« He wished 
to preserve the resources, which it might afford to 
4tb€ army. This conduct dl Soult gained him the 
esteem of the inhabitants, and made them forget 
some disopders inseparable from an assault*. The 
resistance, which be had experienced in his march 
to Oporto, gave him an idea of thb obstacles to be 
encountered in a march to Lisbon. - He bad been 
obliged to leave garrisons at Chav^ and Braga, 
ID keep up bis communications with Ney, who 
ocjpupied Galicia. General Silveira, who incet- 
santly harassed his rearguard, from themomtaC 
of its entrance into Portugal, had taken h position 
at Amaranta* where he maintained himself Until 
the second of May. But the French, having at- 
tacked him with very superior forces, he was 
forced to retreat to tbe mountains on the left shore 
of the Tamega. 

After having w;iaely calculated all the chances of 
his position, Souk resolved not to march to Lis- . 
bon< before he was informed that Victor was ad- 
-vandog to second his operations ! he waited for 
this intelligence during the whole month of April. 
At tbe beginning of that month. Marshal Victor had 
gainedj^ near Medellioi a decisive advantage over 
Cuestas army, and kitted several thousand men : but 
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be kiiew not h^ tm ^6l bjr tbis suecMtt. Ila 
wisbed to obt«ia ifltelHgencfe froiq Marshal Soul* 
before be entenfd PortU|[al. SqoU and VicfeM. 
were constantly l^aruig' inmiisdi tke teirribte re«* 
proaebes of ineapacitj^ «nd w^i of cyieigy umAo 
by Buonaparte to Dupottt^. wba^ L-repeat it, is oa€ 
of the best informed and most coAirageous geaect|}i|, 
of the French army. It is^'to b^ injustiee towards. , 
this officer, rather than to tb^eti^rgy oi the Portu* 
guese militia and peasants^ tbsit Buonaparte ougbl 
to ascribe the noiKexeexition of hisorders by Soult. 
Lisbon, besicfes, iiFas occupied by tbefingUsb, who « 
in April received suffieiMt ffeinforceoients toJOK 
stttne . the offensi ve» under tiie . command, of Sii 
Arthur Wellesley. ... 

. This, general reviewed his troops^ at .Coinbra;, on* 
tfa^ sixth of May» On the tenth hia vaQ|[uaid 
passed the Vonga^ and,* baving" met a Freneb^faityv 
.forced them to take to ^gbt. On the eleventll^ . 
Sir ArthucencouiitercMi^he French adva<iced«^uaAl,. 
which occupied a stroiig pomtion on the beighfai 
to the nortb of Grijoo. The attack' was made 
•slowly ; and the French^ having discovered that 
tfa^ Were assailed by superior forces, retreated ia 
good orisr. Soult bgA sent to this column faia 
command ]to teferea& The officer^ who was^ tbid^ 
bearw of these orders^ had b^ killed by the peak 
sants. Had Genesai Murray^ who had turned tbe 
left of the French, advanced by eolumnfi i^gaiiMt 
.those Uaes,. instead* of losing pref^ious. tksm ifk 
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def)Ioying, the French battalioa) wbich formed the , 
rear-guard of those troops, Would have been cutoff, 
and forced to lay down their arms. Sir Arthur 
bad not been exactly infordaed of the strength of 
this advanced guard, otherwise he would certainly 
have manoeuvred in a manner, that not one indivi^ 
dual could have escaped. 

In the night, from the. eleventh to the twelfth, 
Soultdrew back all his posts on the right Bank of- 
the Dduro, and broke the ahip bridge thrown over 
that river. General Beresford had been detached 
by Sir Arthur to threaten the left of th6 French, 
by crossing the Douro near Lamego. -He was or- 
dered to march rapidly to Chaves, through Villa- 
' Pouca, with the view to close this pass on Mai^hal 
Soult, in his retrograde movement towards Galicia* 
To second General Beresford's operation, it was 
.essential to attack the French army, in order to 
detain the greatest part of its forces at that point. ^ 
On the twelfth. Sir Arthur crossed the Douro, 
under the cover of artillery, which he had 
placed on the heights of Villanova, almost facing 
Oporto. The French general cannot be excul- 
pated for not having made any arrangements to 
dispute the passage. He never appeared till he 
possessed troops sufficient to overpower those in 
opposition to him. As the nature of the ground ex- 
posed the French to a heavy fire of -artillery, their 
attacks wer^ but feebly supported. • Sou It had re- 
turned toO^rto^ there to give orders for. the retreat, 
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which he intended to eftct *at night. He sup-* 
posed that Sir Arthur, after having crossed the 
Doiiro, would take a position, and postpone his 
general attack to the next day. Utider this idea 
he bad sat down at table with bis staff, wheli the 
firing of the English riflemen, \^iio were in the 
streets of Oporto, warned him that he had not a 
moment to lose, if he wished to avoid being taken • 
prisoner. He immediately mounted his horse, and 
opened himself a -passage, sword in hand, with his 
staffs and an escort of ^a^eurs d chevaL After 
having rallied his troops, he wanted to rerenter 
Oporto, l^ut was repulsed. Sir Arthur, at the 
wime time, was joined by Genefal Murray, wha 
ha*d crossed the Douro one league above Oporto^ 
Thus, pressed in the centre by General Hill, on 
the right by General Sherbrook, and on the left by 
GeneiaK' Murray, Soult retreated to.Amarante, 
where he found General Loison's division. . 

The French at Oporto wer^ nearly surprised; 
As it is always, accessary to find some reasoo for * 

^ palliating a fault, it was asserted that an officer of 
the eighteenth regiment of dragoons, named 4£r 

. gento, had surrendered a post, and communicaY- . 
edthe watchword, which circumstance had. facili- 
tated the crossing of the Douro to Geaeral Murray's 
columo. Without coatesting the accuracy of the 
fact, it a^orda no suffieifnt excuse fior the n^Ii- 
i;eQce of thet French, in having suffeiei^ pvt of 
Geaeral Hiir» coIuibq. to land without firing ft 
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single musket. Is it not, besides, surprising, that 
Sir Artbur.sliould, immediately after his arrival at 
Yillanova, have procured boats enough to effbct 
so rapidly the passage of a rrvetof the greatest im* 
portaiice ? Soult, who must have been informed of 
all these preparations, for they were gqing forward 
in sight of his sentries^ and almost under bis own 
qyes (since he had his head-quarters at Oporto)^ 
^id not even cannonade the allies, although he was 
provided with :a very numerous artillery. Those» 
who know Marshal Soult, are of opipion that, con- 
sidering his position as a very hazardous one, he 
ivasf glad of an opportunity of leaving it as soon as 
possible^ and in a way not to cpmmit himself wiU;^ 
Buonaparte. He had still eighteen thousand men, 
and Sir Arthur had but sixteen t^iousand. The 
engagements of Grijon and Vilianova prove that he 
fought only pro forma. He left seven hundred 
sick in the hospital at Oporto. At Pennafiel he 
^bapdoned part of his artillery, which embarra^ed 
his march, and proceeded to Braga> thr6ugh Guia^ 
merens. Sir Arthur had begun his pursuit of 
Soult on the thirteenth, by the road to Braga, and 
had repeated his orders to General Beresford, 
commanding his march to Chaves, in order to h^* 
rfiss the French, an4 to cutoff their communipation 
with Galicia, a); that point. Soult, whp knew that 
he was actively pursued, saw that nothing bu^^p^ed 
could extricate him from a* situation, |he embiar-* 
fassment of which was p^xtic^l1iTlf in^r^^^Qfl ))J 
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the general insurrection oC tbe inhabitants. He 
determin^^. to ab^ndor) his haavy baggage, ^mX 
whatever artillery he bad left, after the conflict o( 
his rear-guard on the srxteentlji, at Salampnd.^^ 
against a coluQfin commanded by peberal Sb^r- 
brooij:. The French left Chaves on their right, 
and marched to Orens^, through Montal^gre. They 
had to pass through roads that were almost im- 
practicable, and many perished by the hands of 
the Portuguese peasants. Soult had entei:ed Por- 
tugal iQ Febri^ary, 1809, vyith twenty-thr^e thou- 
sand ii^en ; tb.re^ nponths after tl^at, he quit- 
ted the kingdom with six^teen thousand, levying 
bis equipage and artillery. This fruitless ex- 
pedition cost France seven thousand soldiers, of 
whom morp ^baq twg-tbirds were slaug^itered by 
the Portuguese. The rest perished in eng^gepaents^ 
or rcnpainecH in the hospitals at Oporto, With ^ 
more experienced^ more active, and mpreentefr 
prizing general than Sir Arthur Wellesley, Portu- 
gal would have witn^sjued a repetition of th^ tra- 
gedy of Baylea in Ands^lueia. 

If, instead of directing bis pnpcipa| forces to- 
wards Qporto, the £nglish genersji J^^d Jia^de onl^ 
a fi^lse attack iq ^ that- directioo, find bad n^arched 
with tbe flower of bis troops to |?ennaiiel, after 
having crossed the £)ourp» opposite to |^pucinho, 
Soplt woulfd have been eut off from Loispn. Eac^ 
^tb^m might thep ^frpbe^n suqce.ssiyely ^t^acke^ 
Wl^ s|}pef ifif forci^ y for to the ^ix te^n ||iQ!jsai^4 
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, English under Sir Arthur's command, must be 
added ten thousand Portuguese, under the orders 
of Generals Beresford and Silveira. It was tbua 
thit Castanos had manoeuvred when he took pos- 
session of Baylen, placing himself between Dupout 
and Wedel. Soult would probably have aban- 
doned Loison*, and, by forced marches, have* en- 
deavoured to j-feach Tuy bv the way of Barcelod 
and Ponte de Lima! Admitting even that he 
should h&ve succeeded in crossing the Minbo, and 
in forcing the defiles of theSerra-da-Estria, his loss 
inPould probably have been very considerable, inde- 
pendently of Loison's column, consisting of six 
thousand men, who wpuld have b^en obliged to 
lay down their arms. 

Soult's good fortune, however, prevailed: not 
only did he escape from Portugal, but he Vi^as even 
so lucky as to arrive in the neighbourhood of Lugo ; 
when this town, blockaded by General Mahi, at 
the head of twenty thousand Spaniards, was on the 
point of surrendering, the garrison being without 
any provisions. The French had 1)efore bad some 
thoughts of evacuating the place during the night, 
and withdrawing to Astorga. General Fournier, 
the governor of Lugo, would have executed thi^ 
project, had the road between the two towns of- 
fered any facility to effect -his movement success- 
fully. But it is a defile of nearly eight leagues in 
length, where a retreating army may easily be des* 
troyed by the superior advantages afforded to the 
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flutsuingeoeoiy from the heights, whic^ command 
the road on both sides. The beseiged were highly 
rejoiced, when, instead of seeing the Spaniards, 
they recognized the French. ^ Prudence at first 
suggested sonje precautions. The watchword not 
being the same, they were afraid of a.surprise^ but 
Marshal Soult having shown himself, be was im- 
mediately recognized by General Fournier, and tri- 
umphantly received as a liberator. Soult confessed 
that he had never found himself in a situation so cri- 
tical as in Portugal, having at his heels an army of 
choice troops, far superior to his own ; and being 
incessantly harassed on his front and on his flanks 
by clouds of Portuguese peasants. The officers of 
the garrison, after having thanked him for the emi- 
nent sepvifce which he had just rendered them, de- 
clared that they had been so much the more agreea- 
bly surprised at his arrival, as, for several days 
past, all reports had agreed in stating that he had 
been obliged to surrender, and that he was already 
on board a ship bound to England. The soU 
diers of^ Soult^s army had been a fortnight with- 
out victuals, and had lived only by marauding. 
Without clothes, without shoes, and some of them 
without arms, almost all pale and emaciated, they 
looked more like a band of revolted peasants than 
regular troops. They all agreed, that had it not 
been for the superior talents of Marshal Soult, not 
one individual of the army could have escaped the 
fury of the Poftuguese, and that it was solely to 
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his abilities that the arq^y ivBs indebtecj for haviAf 
avoided complete destruction. 

Sir Arthur arrived at Montalegre on the eigh- 
teenth of-]\Jay: not judginj; it proper to con*- 
tiivue the pursuit of the French beyond the boiyida- 
ries of Portugal. This expedition co^t the allies 
but four hundred nnen hors de combat. General 
Silveira remained in the n^th on the frontiers of 
Galicia: the English army marched to Lisbon 
through Oporto; and wherever they passed, were 
received with 'enthusiasm, inspired by the ser- 
vices they had rendered to the country. Their 
inarch was a series of festivities — a real tritimpb. 
Sir Arthur, in spite of his numerous mistakes/wak 
proclaimed the saviour of the Portuguese ; having 
delivered fhem, for a second time, from the domi- 
nation of the French, at a moment when the ad- 
vantages, gained by Buonaparte and his lieutenants 
in the interior of Spain,, made them justly appre- 
hensive of absolute servitude. The blessings tot 
k whole people, crowding forward to express their 
gratitude, afforded to the English army the s\Veetest 
of rewards. 

It was in the midst of the loud acclamations bf 
joy on the part of the Portuguese, that the English 
army arrived, on the twelfth of June, 1809, in the 
neighbourhood of Abrantes, where General 'Mnck- 
cnzie had been stationed to cover Lisbon, dnririg 
Sir Arthur's campaign against Soult. When Mar- 
shal Victor learnt the latter's retreat, and the retura 



of the English army to the south, he did not think 
himseir strong enough to resist a combined attack 
of the EngTish and Spaniards. On the twelfth ctf 
Miay he had detached one division to obtain pos- 
session of Alcantara, which Colonel Mayne was 
forced to quit with the loss of three hundred men. 
This French division pushed some feiv tiDOps int6 
Portugal, but Victor, who had Cuesta*s army oh 
his left flanks recalled them. As soon as hehearJl 
that Sir Arthur was in person at Abrantes, and 
tbat the Anglo- Portuguese arniy WaS preparin'^ 
to march agatnst him, he left TruxilK), cro^ss- 
ed the Tagus over the bridges of Almaraz ajiA 
Arzobispo, and took a position at Talaveta de I^ 
Reyha. 

In the meati time Austria hkd declared war 
agafhst France. This announcement had been 
closely followed by hostilities. The battle of Eck- 
muhl had opened the gates of Viertria to .^feuoma-. 
parte. Bdt, having been defeated at Essling on the 
Iwenty-second and twenty^third of May, he had 
been obliged to recrosa the Danube. He was 
efageriy defrianding to be reinforced with whatever 
troops v^ere left in the several dep6ts of France, 
th^'he'ni%ht resume the offensive with supferioT 
fortes. BVoth that moment the French army \h 
the penlnstila was abandoned to itself; and it is to 
the reverses experienced on the Danube, that th« 
cdncentration of the army 6f Spain must be as- 
cribed. Estremad^jra, Galicia, and La Mancba, 
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were evftcuated towards the latter part of June. 
On tbe eighth General Carrera had been attacked 
by Marshal l^ey's troops at the bridge of Sainc- 
Fayo, near V^o. Twelve thousand Spaniards, 
half of whom ^re peasants badly armed, repulsed 
the French^ eighi thousand in number, and forced 
them to fell back upon Sant-iago. Carrera's stout 
resistance was favoured by a well<directed iirefrom 
four gun boats, which played upon the right 
of the French. This defeat, combined wi 
dai]y losses, arising from the murders commit 
the Spaniacds upon single sold iers* thedifficul 
liolding communications, the almost absolute wibt 
of provisions, and the exasperation of all the inba* 
bitants against France, induced Marshals Ney aad 
Soult to march ioto the kingdom of Leon«, Ferrol 
was evacuated on the twenty-first, and Corunna 
on tfae twenty-second. General Sebastian!, who 
had advanced with Joseph aa far as £1 Moral, to 
reconnoitre the passes of the Sierra Morena, left 
that position on the thirtieth 6i June« and esbi« 
blishpd himself in the environs of Consuegra. On 
the. eighteenth of the same mouth, General Su- 
chet, who commanded the third corps of th^ 
French army, attacked General BIakc^» who had 
posted himself on the heights before Becihithet and 
forced him to fall back, with loss, upon Alcanitc 
Suchet had replaced Junot in the command of the 
province of Arragon. This general has, in the 
French army, a great reputation for boldnofis fu)} 




food fortuoe. An uiicocxiHionly good edi^ation has 
pven him the advantages of a mind WelUsCbred 
with knowledge. He. is exiremely active, a^d 
appears to have been a favourite with Napoleon, 
because healways was as dexterous in pleasing his 
•upef^ors^.as he isseveiie towards those under bis 
€|»tnmand« 

.Towards the tenth of June, tbe Spaniards were 
acquainted with Buonaparte's reverses on the Da* 
nuj^. ;; It was to be expected that they would 
doiifayi^ej^ert themselves to profit by the disjection^ 
which that disastrous intelligence must have' 
caused, as to the spirits ef t^ Spanish -sf my^ Tb^ 
whole mdnth of June, howev^, passed away with* 
q^t asiqgle efibrt being made against the Freneb, 
except in Arragon. La Romana and Carrera in 
Crklicia,^ Cdesta and Sir Arthur Wellesley on ^ 
two banks of the Tagus, and Yenegas in th€ 
Sierra Morena, presqrised a state of apathy, whieh 
connotbe easily jus tifiad. Sir Arthur, after having 
successively halted at Abraiites and Placentia^ 
until the sixteenth of July^ left the latter plaeeon 
the seventeenth. Qe the twentieth he formed fafs 
J^inction at Oropesa mtb General. Cuesta, a brave 
officer, but a weak old man, as incapable of plan- 
ning as pf performing witb ability ; and yet adhering 
with inconcervable obstinacy to his own plans. 
The allied army left Oropesa on the twenty-secon^r 
Thff advanced guard attacked the French m their 
position r of Talavera> and obl^|^ :ilbfdi to fall 
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babku{k>ii Victor's army, Whidh was stationed on 
the left bank of the river Albercbe. Sir Arthur 
wished to give battle on the twenty-third. Gene- 
fal Cuesta begged to have it postponed to the day 
following; but when" the allies presented them- 
selves^ they found the poi^ition evacuated. The 
French, on being informed of the approach of Ve- 
negaS) who had 1^ Mtfdridejeos on the nineteenth, 
hflkl judged it necessary to concentrate themselves, 
in order «o manoeuvre with the majotity of their 
forces, so as to encounter the allies separately ; and, 
tbore alU to prevent the junction of their armies. 
In this plan they succeeded beyond their hopes. 
On the twenty- fourth General Cuesta commenced 
his pursuit of Victor. Sir Arthur refused to co- 
opevste with the Spaniards an account of (he great 
mmtjiciency as to the means of conveyance in Spain. 
¥fais 16 SUr Arthur's owh expression. It was easy 
la foresee the consequences of such a disunion. 
Cuesta W86 attacked on the twenty-siJtth neaf 
Torrijos, by Victor's and Sebastiani's corps, and 
obliged to fall back to Talavera. Joseph < bad 
ieft Madrid on the twenty ^hird^ with a corps de 
reserte^ to pover* the moveiBettts of His artny. A 
bodjf of li^4; troops was left in front of A^enegas, 
to retard hrs march^ and a strong garrison thrown 
into Toledo to oppose the passage of the Tagus. 
These dispositioirs protected both Madrid and the 
comnQWDTcattcMis of the army, which marched oa 
the tweifty-9even|]b to attack the allies at Talavera^ 



The advkn(*ed giriil-d, under Ifte ord«^ of tS*?. 
beral Mackeirzici, was vigorously ^ssaited, 'iM 
oMiged to fall bacrk cm the left of the &lHes: Sooli 
after, the attack Became general. The Spanish in'- 
fantry, on the right df the line, repulsed thef rench 
cavalry. A brisk cannonade against *thft teft, which 
Hvas occupied by tWe English, had little cJffiEfct, ati^ 
was perfectly well answered by thfe enemy's artiU 
iery. ^Qn the twenty-eighth, the atfii(5k Was te^ 
iiewed at break of day by the French, 'chiefly 
against. the English army. Prodtgtes of valour 
^ere performed on both sides. Sir Ai'thur was a*^ 
6aildd'4be whole day by 'troops inured to 'war, 
and superior in numbers. Bu^h^ boiinterMte^ tAl 
V ictor*s effort?. flJs'trbops 'w^re '4s good te thM6 . 
'6pposed to him ; atJd he Tiad, besides,*"i^Iected k * 
very favourable field o!P battle ;^vhile thetfiftkStfttiA 
of the groiind served to impair the regularity hM 
j^irit of the enemy's marjoeuvres. Night depu- 
rated the ^6mbatants. The loss of .the iallies, -oti 
that day, was abouf ^ght thousand 'Me«, of 
wjjom fivfe thou^nd three hundred and %ixty- 
saven wefc Englfeb.' The loss of Jthe FrdftAh 
was more severe, from t\fe i^turg^ 'bf thfeir at- 
tacks, which exposed theto aliaost utieover^ 
to a wellsustained fire of artillery and tnufAcMry, 
and to very destructive qharges of ca!valry. Kiii^ 
Joseph learfit, during the battle, that Yeiiegaftf 
who commanded the 'army of La Maricba, bkA 
reached the T^gus' with thirty ' thousand. mwi'; 
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tbat he was bombarding Toledo^ and thutsomif 
of his troops. had advanced within four leagues of 
Madrid, after having crossed the Tagus at AraH'* 
jtiez. He instantly sent Sebastiani to the succour 
of Toledo. Victor fell back oo Santa Oilala. . 

Victory had remained with the allies : but they 
neglected to pro6t by it« They had js^xty tHousamd 
men before the battle. The loss on the twenty** 
aixth, twenty •seventh, and twenty-eighth, did not 
excieed ten thousandkiHed^ wounded, and prisoners. 
General Crawford arrived atTalavera on the twenty- 
eighth, in the evening, and Venegas was untouched. 
On the first of August the forces of the allies on^ the 
; Tagusconaisted^ therefore, of eighty thousand fight- 
ing men. Joseph had only forty thousand left. The 
Moody battle of Talavera had scattered dismay 
through the French army, and thesoldiers agreed thai 
the English fought as well as the Russians. Orders 
were given for the necessary arrangements to eva«* 
cuate Madrid. The movefient of Soult towards Pla- 
centia was a mere stratagem of war, which proved 
completely successful. This general had not above 
thirty thousand men under arms. Key's corps 
liad been stationed from, Zamora to I^lacentia, to 
ikeep up the commudications. The corps of Soult 
and Mortier. ought not to have given any uneasiness 
to Sir Arthur Welleriey. Admitting even, contrary 
ito all probability, that he had not succeeded in 
4>btaijiing possession of Madrid, and that Soult had 

.oontiaued his mavemeot towards Talavera, t^9 

/ 
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English general had a safe retlreat through Madri* 
<Jejos to the Sierra Morena, or towards Estremadura 
by La Mancha, along the feftbank of the-Guadiana* 
Was ir likely that Soult, who, two months before*, 
had fled with eighteen thousand men before sixteen 
thousand £nglish, and ten thousand Portuguese, 
when he was covered by the Douro against their 
attacks^ should be sro imprudent as to place himself 
with thirty thousand men behind an army of 
eighty thousand ? All the fruits of Sir Arthur^s sue- 
cesses against Soult in the north of Portugal weie 
lost by his stay in the neighbourhood of Abrantes. 
Instead of arriving at Talavera on the twenty*second 
of Jury, the allied army ought to have reached that 
pl^ce on the twenty-second of June. The plan 
settled between Cuesta and Sir Atthurat Almftraz 
was defective. To fiend Venegas to Arganda by 
^uente-Duena was dangerous: it removed him 
from tb^ centre of operations, and exposed him 
to be defeated separately. He ought to have beeii 
ordered to make a false attack upon Toledo, whilst 
the main part of bis army, marching down the left 
bank of the Tagus, would have crossed this river op- 
posite to Puebla deMontalban, and joined the grand 
army, which the day after thift decisive manoeuvre 
would have marched to the capital, and taken {K>s« 

* _ 

session of it without any obstacle. Thid important 
operation might have been terminated on the tl^ir* 
tieth of June, whilst Soult and Ney were still ia 
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G^cijKj ocfuj^pied by a petty warfere ogainst La 
Roai;u}a and Garera, in the environs of Orense. 

Firmoesflv of mind is One of tbe most esi^ential 
quaUficsi^i^Wa of a general. A favourable opportu* 
l|ity, tbat bs^'be?n siiififered to escape, is not easily 
met with agaii^ Had Sir Arthur Wellesley de^ 
ftooyed J^pisou's division of Souk's corps, whicl^ 
ipr^s posted at Armarante on the twelfth of May, 
pv had he marched against Victor on the twelfth 
of June, h? woul^ uot have l^ad to fight under thq' 
flf^hension of Mars^ial Spult^s threatening to cu^ 
|l^, line' o^ o|)|erratiani|. Had the £Dglish con)* 
m^p.d^t heen b^t^ei;: acquainted with the details of 
ffieqaife w^p^re, be would have kept at Talayer^ 
|bf itte{|qs of G^HtY^y^^c^i which h^ served his army 
i^ temping tbitlp^'fr^pi Placeptia ; he ought to hav^ 
^f^^ly yielded to Cue&ita, who proposed they should 
is^f^fcb forward, in prder tofoifm ajunctiop witl) the 
^nny of Venegs|9, and act with a ^qperiority of forces^ 
that would hs)ve insured victory aqcij the conquest 
pf Ikftfidrid. The want of the n^eans of cop veyance 
fannot be admitted as a sufficient excuae; the fact 
i%» tl^s^t Sir Artbm* y$)S| ^fraic^ pf ^ defeat, and that 
|)p i)i?anted finqnesf of nii^cj. He thoug^ht pf \k\^ 
letre^t before he fought, and he deterpained to keep 
bU position ^t Talaven^ ; which, either by the bnc^ 
pf Arzobjspo, or by that of Almaraz, apfordecj bii][f 
great f^f ili^i^s tq -place tj»p Tagus betw^ea himself 
the French, :TM?^ 1$ ubf^oul^tedl^ oiilph prur 



IN SPAIN 4ND FQRWaAL. 9Q 

<jeiice io this con4uct: but it is far firm «igretiag 
with the loyal character of the English nation. 
Sir Arthur never will be applauded for having suf- 
fered the Spaniards to be beaten at Torrejos on the 
twenty-^ixth, when the battle of Taiavera proves 
that, with merely the English troops;, he could have 
resisted the whole French army. Another fact, m 
confirqiiation of the Uttle harmony that prevailed 
between the generals of the s^Uied troops, is, that 
on the tenth of August,^ Venegas was still in Ihe 
neighbourhood of Toledo, expecting evety moment 
thead vanc^of the grand allied army tp takeadWDtag^ 
of the dreadful confusion occasioned *9niofig the 
■ French tr9ops by the victory of Talavera. In tbjs ex^ 
pectation he bad taken a position with hisarmyaear 
Almonacid, where be was attapked an tbe eleventh 
of August by Joseph m peraQn,«tft the head of 
tweaty-five tbousapd choice troops. VeHegat: 
disputed the victory for nine bc^ra, and retrealedr 
only because hi^ left wa9 overthrown by Sebastiaf)i'$ 
{Superior cavalry. It is to \m deeply regretted, 
that the courageous exertions of those brav^e mea 
of La Manch^ were rendered abOftive^by the retreat 
of more than lifty thousand AQgloSpanish troops, at 
the moment tb^t every thing conmi^'ed to fcnrce 
Joseph from M^rid, aod at the same: time of the 
year that he had been obliged to fly in 1 808. 

On the tbird of August «b<»£ngliib left Tala- 
vera for Oropesa* On the fimith th^jf crossed t}m 
Taguf QVf r tbie ^biidge of Arzo^ispp ; Cu^ti^ii 
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arnrf followed this moTement." It had been settled 
between the two commanderd-in-cbief, ttiat the 
Spanish army sbobid keep the positi<>n»of Talavfera, 
whilst the English army should go to6ght Marshal 
Socill; and force bim back into Castille. Discord,' 
that fatftf bane of almost all alliances, caused these 
dispositions to be changed.* The Spanish general 
did not think hitbself strong enongb to face VictcMr/ 
and left Talavpa. His retreat exposed Sir Artbuf 
Wellesley to be attacked on his jflank, in his march 
against Soult. He therelbred^tehiiioed to remove 
from- the theatre of operations, highly disgusted at 
hating beeo feebly seconded, and efeft eotinteract*^ 
ed; though no one can doubt bi^ anxiety to serr^ 
the cause of the peninsula, so long as this could be 
done without exposing Ibe reputation of the Bri^tisli 
arms. Itia'nott^bisbiearttbut tohis little experience 
in the CDmmand of large armies^ that the errors, com- 
mitted in the course of this campaign, must be 
ascribed ; his zeal in behalf of Ike nob^e Spaniards 
being above all praise. He retreated by slow 
marches, and^ towards the latter part of August, 
occupied the country situated upon the two 
banks of the Guadiana, between Merida and Bada- 
jor. Joseph bad re-established himself in bis palace 
of Madrid, though amdzed at not kaving been forced 
to fly to Bayonne, with tile remoant of his army. 
Ney's corps had been concentrated in the environs 
irf Salamanca; that of Soult occupied Placentia; 
had hit troops stationed from Oropesato 
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Tatavefa de la, ,Reyna ; Victor bad assigned can- 
jtoaments .to iiis corps in. the neiglibourhood Qf 
Toledo ; and Sebastian! was on his left, occupying 
Ar^l)jue2 and Alcala^ to qover Madrid against any 
Danish partisans. 

Ali&ost immediately .after the passage of the 
Tagi|$» Cii|es(a had' resigi)€id bis command. Gehe- 
ral Egt^ia, his successor, m|ide. different disposi-^ 
tiQM, He left the Duke of Albuquerque, with a 
^rps of ten thousand men, to repulse the French 
parties t^at might come to forage on the left^bs^nks 
of the Tagus ; and marched with the reniainder of 
^thearmy, amounting to twenty thousand men, 
towmrda the Sierra Morena, for the purpose of 
jc^niiig, Venegas. General Beresford> with ,thc 
Portuguese army, was guarding the frontiers of 
Portugal, from the Tagus to Almeida. The M^rr 
iquis de la Romana had left his troops for the pur- 
pose of going to Sevillq. This change proved ex- 
tremely pfrejudjcial to tl)^ success of the Spaniards 
in, that part of the kingdom^ General Mepdizabal, 
^is successor^ displayed neither^ the same activity 
ftor the same energy. The inhabitants of. Arifagon 
were ^fighting but feebly: they had not y^t i;gco- 
yered from ^be fatigues of the siege of Saragpssa. 
.General Suchet was oc^^qpied in enabling bis troops 
to recommence the can^p^ign. The guerillas, "which 
.have since acted so important a part, were ^gin- 
nmg to be formed. . Experience had taught the 
Spaniardf, tliat» in attacks by main force on.pointt 

G 



which had been prevkmsly deC^mined M, their 
courage almost always failed before the tactics and 
discipline of the French. The warfare of parti^ 
sails appeared a safer way to fight successfuHy. 
The knowledge of the country enabled them to 
form, snares, into which their adtersaries must 
fan J becatwe they were Wtacked unawares, and by 
superior numbers. * Places wer^ also selected fofr 
these atta(gks, in which it was impossible for the 
French to man«8uvre^ such as narrow passages of 
tttountains, hollow roads, defiles, &c. The Mar«> 
quis de te Romana is said to have been the author 
of the organization of those gtierillas^ which, com* 
ttaiided by intelligent and enterprizing men^ baT6 
greatly contributed to drive the French, first t6 thd 
left bank of the Ebro, and lastly to their owl& 
country. 

Ever since the first of January, 1909, the French 
army ofSpain had not received a single veinforcef 
ment, though it had sufficed enormous losses. Its 
•strength, on fife first of September, ISOO? in- 
eluding the garrisons, did not exceed one hundred 
thousand men,, twenty thousand of whom were in 
Catalonia, under the command' of Marshal Au* 
gel^au, who had su^eeded GeneralOouvion Saiirt 
Cyr. Bti<)naparte had defeated the Arch-duke 
Charles, on the «ixth of July, in the plains of W»* 
gram. Peace was not yet certain; and Buona- 
parte was !5till dem lading reinforcements for his 
army, when the Walcberen expeditk»oblfgedhi» 
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4a pit the national guards, and the geitdarmmiif 
into requisition. It is asserted, tbsit, in cdoae^ 
quesce oF « iiesc^vtiim on the part of '^le council 
of state, tke war minister wrote to Joseph^ request- 
ing him to detach tvi^nty thousand <4nen, for the 
purpose of coveting Paris. Joseph ansiivered that 
iie wdoid, with pka#ure, conie in person witfaisatt 
his army ; but ot^y when he should receive ^ 
fimperor'S commands to that purpose : that he had 
peserved Madrid hif a miracle ; iand^liat be cqulA 
Rot possibly detacb a single battalion, willlOttt et* 
posing himself to be driven to the Py renew. He 
ended his letter by declaring to the Duke de Felire, 
diat as soon as the cri$is of the Scheldt had arrivied^ 
it would be highly necessary to send him one hvn^ 
dred thousand ttien, partly, to ireplace the fifty 
thousand who had perished io the last campMgW^ 
and fqrcher, to have the powe: of occupying Va-* 
lentia, Andalusia, Estremadiira, and GaUcia. The 
instant it was fully ascertained that tbeEoglisli 
were leaving the upper Schddt, and pl>^MUiing AS?' 
their return to England, the battalions whicft 
formed provisional regiments, were taarcbed to 
Bayonne, in order to be sent from that place "td 
Spain* Several i>attalion9^ iK^hich4iad reasbill 
Strasburg, to join thegiand ^ipy^t Vienna, were 
ordered ta march back towards the penmsala, ia 
the months of September and October. : Hie total 
ef the reinforcements tint entered Spinif^ duidng 
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.tbe last four moDtht of the year 18099 tawy l* 
rated at thirty tbousand men. 

Although Joseph is uoacquainted with the art 
of war, bki good sense made him pereeive that 
Jourdan, however brave aad zealous in bis ser* 
vice, was little calculated to' fill tbe office of com^ 
fOander-in-chief. He called Soult to his aid, and. 
appointed him to^ that important Station. Mar- 
shal Soult, besides, had been on bad terms wttb 
Ney, ever since he had refused 'to stay with the 
latter Mi Galicia. The public service was Itkidy 
|o sufiar liram the disagreement of these two com* 
mtfiders. Soult's new situation gave him a supe* 
fiority, at which Marshal Ney was displeased ; and 
which determined tbe latter on repairing to Paris. 
He left tbe command of his tfoops to General 
Marcbaad, who, wishing to avail himself of a fa« 
▼ourable opportunity for exercising his supreme 
. command, marched against La Romana's army, 
which was posted on the heights of Tamames, 
near Ciudad-Bodrigo. On the eighteenth of Oc** 
tober^ he was at first successful against the left of 
the enemy : but Mendizabal and Carrera placed 
themselves at the bead of the corps de reserve, 
charged the French with the bayonet, and obliged 
them to fall back almost in confusion. The Duke 
Delparque, who commanded in chief, moved hia 
whole army forward on the twenty-first, in order 
to profit by the advantage which he had jual 
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(gamed. \ Oii thetwevtyrfifth bie rcBched :iii» heights 
orS«biiiai»ca, which the French had left the prd- 
«edHig' night for Tora^ The inhabitants receiv^ed 
'^La Roddaaa^s brave companions with enthusi^uh: 
but their joy was of short duration. Soult em"* 
-ployed the reioforcemeats^ which were arriving 
from Fcanee^ to inorease the sixth corps^' Greiuerai 
Keller isaon was ordered to march against the Duke 
Delparque) who had already cut off the communi- 
cation betwiBen Madrid and Valladolid.. As soon 
as be. knew that he was to be attacked l»y. supe- 
rior forces^ he evacuated Carpio^ to take the posi<* 
tion lOf Alba de Tormest near Salamanca. On the 
tweni^y-reighth of November, thoDuke wa^ attacked 
by Kellermann. His troops did not oppose a lesist* 
a^aep^ wocthy. of their ancient exploits. .They je- 
|Feat6d.iQ con fusion » with theJwsof all theicartil* 
l«ry« A French division of the sixth corps took 
possession Of . Salamanca on the twenty-ninth. 
The I>9ike DelparqueV defeat was owing to hit 
Hot having hi3 troops concentrated at the m(MBent 
when he was unexpectedly attacked* Besidea» 
the AsturiaQS .and Galicians thought ^ith regret 
of the Marquis de la Romana^ and their moCUi-* 
tains. They availed themselves.of the confuaioUi 
which took placeafter the engagement of the twenty** 
^hth, to disperse, and return to tbeirhomes. 

General Arrizaga had succeeded Venegas and 
figuia, in the command of the. armies of La Manchai 
vd Kstremadura. Suiprised on beholding himl9lC 
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at the hdkl oP'fifty thbdsahd meo, d^H^hted wtfk 
hearing the loi$d demand of his froopt to be led 
'i^hist the FreiMhy and possessed 4f ignore bravery 
than expeiieflce, tWs general advanced as ihr as the 
fikuns of Ocana, near Aranjuez. Soult tf|[iBrediate47 
formed dispositions to make tHm xepent this fe^ 
ksarity. He asseavbled Morlier's and Sebastiani's 
corps, and whatever troops be could dispose of at 
Madrid^ His araiy did not exceed thirty tbou- 
aand iheo, including four thousand iiorse. 'He 
caused the right wing of the iSpmttrds to he at- 
tacked: but the attack was comptetely repulsed, 
i^rbud of this first success, Arrizaga amtrmed the 
offensive, and overthrew Leva)^ drvision, ll4iieh 
fcmned the teft of Cult's army. He comoiit** 
ted the imprudence of crossing the* hotfeur iMid^ 
v^hieh was between his tine <and AtiV 6( the 
French- The passable ^l^eated some' confusion 
in >the ranks of the^paifiafds. A I'Fr^ft^h dhris 

' sion of fresh troops availed tbemsetves of it/ to 
■ttack the Spaniards with dosedr ranks and tb« 
bayonet. .Arrizaga's infsrntry, beinglbrfced to give 
way« was briskly pursued. The i^dch cavalry, 
tinder the'^eocnmand of Sebastiani, fjtihed upon^ 
the Spaniis^ battalions^ which, beingalready in con- 
fcsioD, coii^fd not resist its attaeks. The ^latfisb 
cavalry, which had been stationed on unfa vom^aUis 
groQikl, ^as fbrcied to. leave the infantry 'to^ its 

' fiekfie, and took^to flight. A few Spanish tegim^sitts 
jfbrmed s^i'esi *«nd retveaied imgobdioMfer. H^ 



Mere t)ia» a l^iie ^^ t^ut beiiig burrie4 aw^y I^ 
tbe torr^M) aiid (aypure4 by t|pe cJaiFkn^^a of tb^ 
Higbty they cjUaperae^K aojd the retmal w^ copi^ 
lifted into ? cqwpl^te rout* The loss of the $paf 
i^itrdsi ai9oup<ted to twei?ty-eigbt tbouskand meg^ 
j^^nty^ve .ibousand of whom weri^ tal^en prir 
«c«pers« 

. As thiSk y^ccess consolidated Joseph op^.bif 
thfone, he forgied the design of subduing, the ric]^ 
fliy^mces of the south. An expedition was pr^» 
piifed 9]g£^iii8<AndfiliisiatC^ which Soixlt was to bf{79 
l^eommund. jBMt'tbe troops expected from Frao^ 
Qiot h€fiog j!«»t arriv;^, tbB J^rench oojild not avail 
tbeinsQittes of |he cobfiision prevalent among tbi^ 
Spftni^cds ^i^>seqfie9t to tihe battle of Oc^ ; 9f^ 
theettiiiift of the Sierra Morena was post^ne^ ^ 
the bf^ieeia^^i^ 18 JO. The oapitulatiq^ of G^ 
rdiA, on itieleoth of December, IS09, endeid the 
tl^rd eanspittgi^the Freecb in Spai n. Gerop^haf 
the aditenAige ovef Saragossa of being r^uls^ly 
fvtified ; > and .thoiigh it was much longer de^ 
imdedi» yet no greater praise can be bestowed oa 
^ garrieeiijr and on the inhabitan^ts, than to calJk 
tbeea w^^rlby brethren of the brieve defenders 9^. 
IIm oeiptttd of Arr^oQ. One of the moat; ^lo" 
rioii0,exfprl0its dimng ^e siiege of ^^erona, whi^^ 
eMrendfced only isfier e CQurogeoys defence aS 
sir months, was the introduction of firesh provi* 
sjens and enuiKiiiition into ihepj^jce by Geneiiel 
Blake, wbick service was p^fosmed with the Roat 
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distingdisfaed ability. He kiie# tfi^t the garriflM 
waff rnf Vant of victuals^. He prepared a cdnvoy 
6(^(tStii hundred mules, ntider the eajcort of fou> 
thousacidF men, commanded by Gen^r^l Garcia de 
C^oride. This coffvoy, which had been formed in th# 
iietghbourhdod of Olot/ was to pass the river Ter, 
at Amer^ and move towards Gerooa, along the 
tight blank of that riv^er. To protect this move- 
ment, Blake resorted to a stratagem. On the 
thirtieth of August, 180y, he attacked the French 
V/)th all his disposable forces, in th^environ^ |0f 
Brunola. Souham's division having been ove^* 
thrown. Saint Cyr, who commanded in chief, 
thbught that the Spanish general tt^^nted to g|tv4 
battle, for the purpose of liberating Verona. ' He 
Collected his army, and left before tber ^ee«Dfliy 
- file troops necessary to defend his workift a^insl 
the garrison. In the mean time, the contoy made 
its appearance, overthrew the besieging troops, 
and entered Gerona amidst aoclamatioi^of joyou 
the part of the besieged. When Saint CyrhetMl 
that the place had been provisioned afrMb, Jhe left 
his ' position of Brunola; and conctiifiMecl kik 
tfoopsVto HI tercept whatever should/ Miemptt^ 
leav^ the pliice. But in spite of tliese dispositioiMM 
all that were useless in Gerona, Mch asthegifMksr 
jind'miries;' left it without any loss. This «hrcini»^ 
iftande, which must be attributed to the smtit 
ntHnber of trdiGrps under Saint Cyr^ was proclaimed 
I^^Siionepdrte as a capital fault, contrary to ilt 
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ithe rules t»f< Hie' art of war : aQcl it wa$.on tb>f 00* 
MMOB that Saint Gyr was auGoeede^ in the cpmy 
wapd by Marshal. Augareau. 

TM aroeteentb of Septembejr proved a glorious 
day for the garrison of Gerona. /fhe French Mar; 
shal thought of overawing the inhabitants by a 
voup.d'dclat ; and* the. breach having been found 
furacticable, he intended nothing less than to take 
the place, by storm; He ordered false attacks 
wikhladdeiaatseveral^pointSj whilst he marched 
t£ jthe biiad.of six thousand men, to establish 
hliQselfifOn. the breach. The spirit of the firsf 
ox^Sj^t tc^uaed jhe'; troops, ^by which the breach 
was defanded, to fall hapk ;. but the reserve, chargr 
ed*with the bayonet, exclaiming — ^^ Long live 
Ferdimmd VII. r\ Th^ French took .to. flight, 
Having be^ ti rallied by their officers, they thrica 
rroeirtd^tbejr attacks^ and every time iix.vain.-^ 
The breaches wore r€()air^d9 and the siege was* 
coavettt^ ioto a blopkade. Augereau, like all 
9ew/ commanders, had wished* to distinguish 
^^Vis^If, that he might be able to acquaint Buona*, 
parte at ORce with his arrifal, and* with a victory 
which. ^ould induce his master to applaud him- 
self for having . chosen one of his njoa.t fajjipus. 
lieuterumts* 

On the twf nty-ninth of October, Auger^au at- 
taqke4 Qlake on the heights of Brunola. The 
Spfpjsh general) who was not strong enoij|gh to 
|^V9iJ3^)^tle,. l;iad raised his camp in (the i;iig|[itof 
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the f firenty-eigfath, to take the postion a 
Coloma. The objeet of this maoeeiwre 
cover his dep6t of Hostalrick, wiiere he was pra^ 
paring a convoy for Genwa. He was altacked by 
General Souham^ with superior ouiBbefs, and 
forced to retreat. On the eighth of No^venibef) 
Augereau dispatched Pino's division to attack 
Hostalrick, and destroy the magazines. The 
town was taken, and plundeMd; but thefoft, to 
which General Quadrado's colunaa bad mtreateils 
forced General Pino to withdraw^ with whatever h# 
hud taken from the unfortunate inhabitaate. Oo 
the third and seventh of December, the outworks 
of Gerona w^e carried fay main force, ia spite of 
the 'courageous resistance of the besieg^, who, 
being entirely separated from Blake's amy, and 
having no hope left of being succouiad, aafraa* 
dered oa the tenth. On the eleventh, the Fieocfa 
took possession of the towa and foFts* ^^he gar^ 
rison and the inhabitants were in absolate want 
of provisions. The Catalqnians, however, wera 
not discouraged by this reverse. Baarceloiia w^ 
more closely blockaded ; and the guerillas, <la8<* 
tined to inci^rcept the communieatlonfli' of ih^ 
enemy, encreased in nunlbers and activity. The ^ 
English, on the seas, seconded, with all Ikmtit^^^^ 
means, the efforts of the Spaniards. Lord CoUiflg* 
wood bad dispersed a convoy, that sailed from Tou<^ 
Ion for Barcelona. Its escort, consistfog of tiwee 
ships of the line, and two frigates, bad been farced 
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•<mslMn cki the twenty-filth of October^ '^teept 
6ne frigate, wbidi escaped into the port oif Mar» 
«eilies. The convoy itself, which iKid rotireil to 
Oie fi.y ol Rosas. JL pan^^^tr^^. aod pa.«l, 
'Vdptutecti in the night of the thiiiy-firai, by a de* 
^ftchn^nt of the Engiish fleet. 

Tfaeexploit by which Gerona was proviaion^ the 
victory of Talarera, the evacuation off Gaiicia, the 
advantages gained by La Rotnana's aritiy agaio&t 
*Ney*8 coi^psy and the activity of the guerillas, wa^^ 
Hrao^d tb^ hdpef that the thiNl oafi$if».igQ woifM end^ 
In ISirr<)tfrof the Span^iards. Bdt p)ans,*08 ill ccxi^ 
trived as bkdl^ performed, dang^snoat preiensiona, 
andridiculou^ not to say highly blanie(Bdb}e c£gico»- 
tent&,piav^%^d alike tbez^e^l of thebniveSptiiiarcIa^ 
an4tbe generoils eHevtionB of their powerfiil ally* 
The pride of ai^w iadhridpali carustdtbe precious 
bl^od, spilled with so mucjl gldpy'for the iiiidepeii* 
dence of th^ penins^i'la, to have been sh^d m vatiu 
TheJ^gilsh natio«^$at)d the£ng)k»fagoveTnnieii4,/«i 
well astheSpamsh iMion, and the Spanish govatra- 
ftient, are innoceaft of tbe'blundeif, jealouaiies, mi4 
tardiness of H)e individ^ais, wh» abc^ed* tbe* cdH^ 
fidence oflfheiremployers^ by covaring thenrerrom 
and anitnosities wfiA the specioii» prel^noe of Ifaft 
general interest. 

Can there he ^y thing move ridiculoiis tbajoi 
General Cuesta's stating to the Suprenoe Junta, m 
His report^dPthe seventh* of Augusfe— " thai«i the 
t#enty^a»xth of i^uJy he dispa«(;)ied ^n .<srffiBer.tgL 



r 



iOt . HUarASTJ OF. XHSr VAt/ 

Sir Aitbiir, and that in consequeoce ^fthatge 
rar« otdvsi he resolved tp muke a retrograde 
moyement. ficm Torrijoa to Talavera?'' . What 
ooald be the object of such an aaaertioD ? Did Cuesta 
wish to .iDsihuate that he Was under Sir Arthur 
Weilesley's comittand ? His conduct on the twenty^^ 
fourth^ when he marched only with bis own army 
to Torrijoa, proves that he was fiiee, to Qiove as. he 
liked. Sir Arthur undoubtedly committed a great 
fiiuk in not following :this movement of Cuesta: 
but the latter commitled a still greater one in sepa« 
rating himself from the English army: and when he 
saw Sir Arthur determined to continue in the po9i^ 
Uott of TaliMrera, every consideration ought to have 
induced his ^acquiescence in the determination of 
bis ally. The justice of this observation was f^Uy 
proved by the subsequent events. Sir Arthur 
Wel|esley's letter of the eighth of August, from 
Deletosa, is likewise a curious docun^ent. He 
says therein : *^ that he is advantageously posted 
to defend the passage of the Almaraz and the 
l«wer Tagus ;'' whilst on the ninth, the English 
army began its march to Badajoz, through Truxillo 
and . Merida. Surely, to leave ten leagues of a 
desert and mountainous country between a river, 
and the troops entrusted with the defence of its 
banks, is a new way to defend the passage of that 
river! 

At the time of the sanguipary battle of Ocana, §ir 
Arthur Wellesley (now Lord Wellington) was at B^r 
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dajoz: he had under his. command an army of about 
twenty-fiVe thousand brave men,, who an:KToiisiy 
wished for battle. General Beresford, and th<f Duke 
of Albuquerque, were sufficient tb keep the Fceiieli 
in check upon the right bank of the Tagus. If by n 
rapid marcb^ which hid position allowed him to con- 
ceal long enough to attain his object, Lord WeUingi- 
ton had ascended the Guadlma, joined Venegas at 
Consuegra, and attacked Joseph with eighty thou- 
tend fighting men, there is no douftt bitt he wouid 
^ have gairied a complete victory ; and by fatftMb8e«> 
queht movements he wouM have completely reps^red 
the faults committed at the^beginning of Ihis cam* 
paign. It was to a similar manoeuvre that the Roihana 
wereindebted for the victory obtained by theCkinsuIs 
Livius, Salinator, and Claudius Nero, over Asdru- 
bal, who was heading a numerousarmy, with which 
be intended to reinforce that of Annibal,his brothert 
in the year of Rome 647* Claudius left his carnp^ 
which faced that of Ahnibal, took with him only 
the flower of his troops, to the number often thou* 
lAmd, and efiected his junction with Livius. The 
want of means of conveyance did not deter him, 
because, says Li vy : ClaudianuiexeraikB^nihilfermi^ 
prCBiet arma^ secum in expeditionem* tulerat. ^^ The 
troops under Claudius had scarcely any baggage 
but their arms." Asdrubal was destroyed^ with 
his^whole army, consi^Aingof sixty thousand fighting 
men, and that by thirty thousand Romans. Bi# 
irthout recurring taandeat history for examplet 



110 HI8YOK¥ OF THl^ WAA« 

of that activity, by which strength is increased 
both Dumericalty, and through the dismay \irhich k 

occasions, whoever peruses Buonaparte's first cam- 

* 

paigns in Italy, will be forced to confess that the 
generous viewis.of England, and the pat^oticinten-- 
tioos of the Spaaiards, were not fulfilled. From 
>the. month of August to the month of Decembeit 
the English. head-qaiNrters continued at Badajosv 
The troops^under Yen^fas and Arrizaga were cat to 
pbces, svkUst dftere w^s not 9 shi^e Frenchman 
oppteed to the. English and Portuguese. It wai 
•iso during this interval that Lord. Wellington went 
to Cadis, on a visit to his4ir0ther, the Marq«is of 
Wellesley, who was on hia return to England, Hif 
Lordship rejoined Uie army .on the twelfth of 
November. The army left Spaitt, to march to the 
netgbbourhood of Almeida, and . before the,first of 
January, 18 10, all the Eng^psb troops h^ re«eotere4 
Portugal. 

Peace bad been eoncluded between Fraoe^ jsnd 
Austria on the fourteenth of October, 1809. Tbt^ 
goeat ev.ent, whidi by some obaervers is perhaps 
justly attributed less to Puonaparte's victories over 
Ihe Archduke Charles, thw to the influence, of his 
insidious policy with the Emperor Francis, siarved 
to discourage in Spain that class of men, who in a^ 
countries wait for some peremptory j^Aqtive <|(> 
determine their oraduct. The pfrty in ^iHMf of 
King Jqpeph found itaelf ^tneogtheoed kyA^^ 
MdiffiMence^ but th^ UwSm»djai§kf¥^»QvAf thu 
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more confinned ia their determination to obtain 
theirlnclependeiice by conquest ' 

The evacuation of the island t)fWaIchefen en- 
abled France to disfio9e of all ber forces against 
Spain. Several goIuohis of good troops wereordered 
to Bayonne and Perpignan, to complete the regi» 
tteals, and rsinforee the different armies. In the 
caittip of Boulogne, and in the French garr}son8)a^ 
Iburth battalion hsd been added to th^ scgiinenlai 
on service in Spain, for At instruction of thecoi^ 
:tscripts newly levied. They were formed into 
provfsional half brigstdes, of three battalions each. 
When Buonaparte knew that he had nothing more 
tofear on the Scheldt, heeent those troops to Spain: 
the men were 4ncorporated with liieir respeetii^e 
Tegiaient8,and the officers, as well as the non-cpm* 
missioned officers, returned to the diflferent d^fiti 
in France, fosuperintend thedrtUing of new recruits^ 
These arrangements were certainly known in En- 
gland, and in Spain ; yet no measures were taken 
"Sar an effectual resistonce to the exertions of the 
French. In the beginning of August, the Marquis 
of Wellesley had arrived at Cadiz, where he was' 
Teceived.fls a king. T4iat nobledian, who had made 
fio brilHant a figure* in the East* Indies, was tuot 
equally {brtunate in Spsm. He approved of all the 
measures of his brother, when he should ktove 'em'*'' 
ployed bptfa his authority, and* his fmtemal attach* 
ment, to prevent his sepaMtion Itom the Spailish 
muTf. He a«ted with as muck ctrQUtaspectioa 
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toi^ards the Stmniards, as if be bad^beeti treatiag 
with the House of Lords, whereas be should bate 
. held the language of a master in the name of his 
government, which was ufMjuestionaUyieiSfitled to 
Rotate, in oider to veap ^ome advantage -froin the 
imnense sacrifiees made by Great Britain ior.tbt 
defence of the pemnsulii. J)ut the nobkr Marqiik 
wanted firmness, or if. he evinced any, it ww 
inerely.to concur Hi a- diktastrous megsnre; ti^ of 
•awfching the English tf my to the neighbourhood 
df^Altneida, whece its presence was perfectly user 
kssf as this part of the frontiers of Portugal, was 
d^nded by two strong places^ % General Beres- 
fordfa division^, and by La JRomana's army* under 
tl^ orders of thefDuke Delparque. Tb<^ Frencb^ 
besides, :^ad. no fqrces on that point but Ney'« 
tx>rps, which was nol; above fourteen thousand men 
stsong, as it had noft yet received the Minfprce* 
aents by whith it was to be oesmpleted* 

To conclude th^te observations on the.milita)*y 
operations of 1 809) in Spain* Marshal Soult myst 
abo be arraigned for an enormous fault, which, 
4i0i the allies known how to avail themselves of 
it, would have given them a. very decisive adv^Ur 
tage in the third campa^n. After the Duke 
DelpE^-que had forced the corps of Ney,, oi|; the 
eighte^ith loi October, to .fall' back to Toro aq^ 
<¥alladolid, the Spaniards were masters of thf 
province of S^Uni^ncfii and consequenUy poir 
4M88edtbe passesbof iSs|Qpma4ur^ to the north^i^ 
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*tlittt provinpe. Soult'*s corps, of aboat tM^W^ tkmn^ 
saod mem then ufiikr the coQim»»d pf Ceoerel 
Labonde, was laaotoimi in the fifigiibourliood of 
Ctiria and Plaoeatia* Gepefal BeiMford, «l tha 
head of the Portoguese^ w%s guarding the frontien 
ironfi the right banks of the T^gus, up toMranii 
Almeida^ The Ditke of AlbiMiaerque was posted 
with ten thousand fipaniarck cm the left c^tth# 
Tagus. Mortier, Victor, and Sebastiani, were mm 
•ceuvring, in the middle of Noveniber, gainst 
Arrizaga, in tlie environs of Toledo : and yet the 
Frettck continued to occupy Estnemadura, though^ 
m k were^ surrounded by eighty thousand men* 
LoM Wellington might have collected his army at 
Merida^ passed the Tagus at Almaraz, and tskea 
post at NavaUMoral, to ciiC 4^ff aU couununicatic^ 
of the French with their main army. H<a4 ibey 
beet) attacked 'oa the rigb^ by General Ber^ford, 
in the rear by the Duke Delparqu^^ and on tht 
left by Lord WelUngtoA^ whilst tkey were Juu 
rniied in their front by the Duke of Aihuquerqu*, 
the loss of these tw«ive thousand men wae mdeed 
inevitable, as they would undoubtedly have beea 
fenced to lay down their arms. 

This obsecration is net built upon yague eup* 
position, ^ut «ipon clear and precise x^lcu^um* 
The' English army was only four marches dkitaat 
from Naval-Moral, and the French could certainly 
havebeen kept in jfoorance of its moving, «• tlMI 
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advaneed posts on tke Tagus were occupied by the 
Duke of Att>uqaerque. General Bereaford^ and 
the Duke Delparque, required each only two 
aiarohes to attack the, French in their respective 
directions, and^ effectually contribute to the suQ- 
ebss of the principal attack under Lofd WeU 
lington/ who, by this able manoeuvre, would have 
Completely destroyed that very same corps of 
Soslt, which had escaped him six months before ilk 
the north of Portugal. It is, therefore, merely to 
the ii^ant of union between the allied generals, and 
the absence of an enterprising leader, capaNe ct 
combining a great operation, that the French, who 
were left in so hazardous a situation, at a distance 

of nearly two hundred miles from Madrid, were in« 

» 

debted for the tranquillity which they were allowed 
to enjoy in their cantonments. Had they been 
opposed to an. active and enterprizing adversary, 
ibey would have been so completely surrounded, 
that not one man could have escaped, to carry the 
news of this disaster to the fortunate Sou It. The 
application of this epithet to the general, who sufs 
fered the English, army to escape, and embark at 
Corunna, and who was reduced to abandon all 
kis artillery on his retreat from Oporto, wilt per- 
haps be disallowed. But Irhere is the man whose 
star always shone unclouded? The qu^stipn was, 
indeed, agitated by the staff of the English army, 
m the eve of the battle of Corunna, whether ^ 



*m ^— 



IK tfAIx' AN9'^P0<t««ilt. 



Hi 



parley should be demand d, to obtain an armistice, 
during which the embarkation of' the troops should 
not be molested. The^design wa^ not carried into 
execution, because some irresolution was perceived 
in the manceuvres of the French. The English 
would, in fact, have been forced to lay down their 
arms^ had Bilonaparte adopted the wise pr6eautioo . 
#f hastening onwards with Marshal Ney, to support 
Marshal Soult's attacks. 

In the next Book, we shall behold Marshal 
Soult ag»n crowned by Fortune, andagai^neg^ 
{ecjjng to avail himself of her &voui«» 
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The joy which Buonaparte fblt, on hearing of the 
misiuidentanding between- Lord Wellington aikl 
the Spanish generals, may eaaiiy be jnagined ^ and 
it may be auppoted tlMit a circumstattee, sa prejudi- 
c^l tettjie cai»e of fhe peninsula, walsr partly effect* 
«d by the agents of the cabinet of the Tbiiilleries, 
stationed at the seat of the Spanish governments 
But be this as it may, when Buonaparte was ac» 
quainted with Lord Wellington's return to Portu- 
gal, he hastened to avail himself of a retreat, which 
would evidently have delivered Granada,* Cordova, 
Seville, and even Cadiz, into his hands, had be been 
present with the army, or had not King Joseph's 
indolence prevented Marshal Soult's punctuality, 
as to fulfilling his master's intentions. On the 
south <Sf the Guadiana are the famous mountains, 
called Sierra Morena; at the foot of which lie the 
fine plains of Andalusia, watered by the Guadal- 
quiver. Buonaparte ordered Marshal Soult to make 
arrangements for crossing th^it Sierra at the head of 
fifty thousand men. The Spanish forces in the 
Sierra did not exceed twenty thousand ; and these 
still dismayed by their rout at Ocana. In order to 
diminish the resistance, by dbliging the enemy to 



#viile bis fofceSj'lJie FreBcl^ eommaader eausiod 
«eireral movemeiils lo be made ^9 the middle iff 
Jimuary, towards the pcincrpal pasi|«3 qf the Sierr% 
espetially the two extremities, with a view oT ior 
ducing theSpai^arfds to we^en their centre at the 
pass, wliicb is ki the high road from Madrid to 
.C^iz. 4>.Q the twentieth of Januai-y Soult made a 
general n^ttack* Hi9 right was com^nded by 
Victor,, hifto^fitre by Mortier, and bis left by Se- 
.ibastianj. Yietor set out fiRpm AioiadeQ/for the pmf^ 
J^ose of marching to Andiyar, by Toire-Gamiio^ 
Yiils^ueva de la Jarra, and Montoro, MoctUy 
^mardied by the high road; while General Gazan'^ 
liivisioQ^ was turning, and overthrowing the &ff^ 
niards in their intren^bments. The viaes, uitend^ 
md to reQd^r jtbe road impassable, had beeir ba^ijf 
CQptrivied, and were acarcely of any v^e« Morti^r 
JialtedatCf^olina; wdo« the twenty-first ad vance^ 
^loAndujar; 
. Sebastian! and Victor were equally s^ccessful iipi 
their attacks, though they met with greater resist- 
ance. The Spanisih general had detached the 
flower of h|s troops to his two flanks, in order tha| 
he imght not be turned, t^e was, besides, per- 
suaded that hia centre was secure frona danger» 
^ingfortified both by nature and art. But finding 
himself deceived in his catenations, Arrizaga 
jretreatpd towards Grauada, for the purpose of mak- 
iBg a diversion in fkvour of Seville and Cadiz, an4 
of afibidin^ to these tw9 important places time for 



^ffireparatiom ta a^id a sinprisfe. Mar^l i^uft^ 
.4ideed, a^nt tUte fourth' cotps m^pursuit of tbfe 
Spaniards towards Granada. 'Siebastiaqi attack*- 
td Arrizaga in the neighbourhood of Alcala-La 
'Real. He was sb -superior tti' numbers to the 
Spaoiards, that victory was vm lone: ddubtfuL 
Arrizaga took the road to Mercia, and Sebastianfi 
entered O^anada on the twenty-eighth. But 
Joseph; instead of moving his troops onfw4iids, lost 
>1iis time in issuing proclamations. The one which 
wbe published at Cordova, on the twenty-sevehth» 
^BCftted-*-" that the issue of the war ii) Spain has 
%ever been doubtful; that the inhabitants of Cofrdova 
'ought to make use of their reason, which will sha# 
them in the l^risnch soldiers '#() many friends reffdy 
to defend them, &c.*' It must be confessed, that 
Joseph^ ^bougb rather a pehfible man,.8etected<t 
very improper tim6 and place tb inculcate '^bia prin- 
ciples. How could he hotdsucb tangua^e in aoit^, 
tirhich in 1808 had been sacked by the French, 
and through which thfey had seen a body of foiirw 
teen thousand prisorjers pass, at the very time they 
lieard that the same l^*ng Joseph was obliged lb 
By full speed from his capital, that he might not 
fall into the hands of General Castanos ? On the 
-rwenty-eighth Victor was at Carmona, and MortieT 
at Exija. On -the thirty»-first Joseph and Soult 
were at Cartnota: they had marched thirty leagiM^a 

in ten days. *• ^ 

6n the twenty-Aiiith, Vict o/,had^rriv€d; before 
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Seville, ^nd siraiiiioned this place ; the itihabitaoid' 
of which were resolredto submit, bbt on.&voui* 
able terms. Two deputies were: sent to Vrctor on 
the tbirtv-first of January. They demanded tbat 
the Cortes should be assembled at SeviUOf tb sef* 
tie the lavys of the Country. .. The French geherdi 
promised them^ in his hand^wrUing^ tbait.tbtjr 
should be protected, — that the past should be 
-buried in- oblivion,-^and that they should be exr> 
empt from iV/ega/ contributions. This promise ii^ 
duced the magistrates to open the gates of their 
city to the French army. When Joseph was ^^n* 
prised of this fortunate event, /be c!a«[|« in gr^^ 
haste, on ihi first of Fehruary^ to date a proe]atii%> 
tion /rom the Alcazar of Seville. . He qIsq lost'soq|B 
time in returning thanks to the soldier^; but # 
.'length announced-^— •' as the will pf the King of 
Spain, that a third pillar shall be ereoted.betweep 
the pillars of Hercules,v which shall make known, 
to the remotest posterity, and to the na^gators of 
.the two worlds, the names of the French chiefe M^ 
armies who have conquered Spain.'' Instead of 
amusjng himself with inditing fine phrases, the 
\Diik0. of Albuquerque, > who bjad hastened frora 
*£Atr€i»adara, judged that there was not a piQ* 
.m«nt to be lost in measures towards the safety of 
CJadiz. On the fourth* of February he .threw hioir 
self into that place, witb^ the troops.under hta 
itemmand; and 911 the jfiftbHh^ Ffench reachifl 
43hicIaQa. Frpm 4he. tweoty«|)ilitb of January, till 
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%ht tfayrd pf Fd>niacy^ the FfMri* m%liC>t1% 
«iiterid C^ik witbo«it s^4^ obstMie* had tbey 
naffehed Mly six leagues »-day« Mortier's c6rp9 
>Mi6 mdre diata sufficient txi^oirerawe SeViUe^ %lttch 
#aB left Without troops. ^ The Freneh paid dearly 
for this H^gli^t of five days, as the delay tnads 
^tn lose Cadis ; and this city being then tiie 
seal of govenMfiieRt, it ought to hare been cwsii' 
^4ered iaa a foctis of patriptisHU which would aaf* 
ttate life tesistance of the provinces against thehr 
coDqaerers. 

Souk came when it was too late. On tiie teatk 
^f Vebf u«fjr tte trrote from Chielana to the I>uk^ 
#r AlbuquerijfQe, for the parpQse of imiiicing bkb 
Ih admit the French troops into .the isle of Leoh 
Iftid Cadiz. The answer of this upblemaa was firm 
and ^iergetic. As it thtdws some Ngbt nfiosi 
interior eircftfts, I shall ^uote t few exti^cfes. - 

•• * My Lord Duk^, the iina«i«»Tty >of the senti*' 

tri^fot) ¥b\tih has simbllanMusly indiieed aU thb 

'Mtgdoins and provittces of Spain to defiMid them* 

tfelves a^inst ^n' unjust ddttiination, and to avenge 

%be unparalle}ed usurpation 'Of the cr<SMrn^'iipf«|u 

taining to their beloved and lawful soverl4g&, fftel- 

"dihatid Vll. is sufficiently apparent, tUlfboUt 

^offftiH^ out th& justicis of the ca«ia« which i 

wi^ikl. You may therefore be conrinced that thte 

«5j[>jiniards^ in spite of tte mii^fortunes ^war, arlMig 

4l(hti e^MBm no longer iii existence, such as th«k 

^beisiperielice, i&d their ffot bkssiif the inttmbtft. 
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eonnexMi with fib ^ngiish natim whidh exiils <k 
tkU diifff^nn filrmly rttsaltwl nerw to hf domti 
thsir arin<» till they have ohtakied the just retOi* 
very of tlreir legttinate rigbts 

The fortress of Cadiz hai. aotliang to fear from an 
army of #oe bimdred thousand nieii. Th^e is ao 
comparison between its present state of defence^ 
and the mHutii^n inwhiok it was a few days ago!!!.. 
.:..— w«.. ••.•.....•.••«.«. Gomequently, and ds a 
return for the interest which your Exceilency takes 
in the fate of the inhabitants of this isle, and the 
fortress* of Cadixt I advise you to renounce l\m 
useless tacrifirce of your soIdier«^ knowing the ad- 
vantages desived by. my tr^ops^ not^^y from tbt 
nature of the grouud^ and of the {jrQsitions which 
they oeciipy, but ai^o from the fratej^oal iioien whieb 
animates thiem in executipig e^very i^qcifes of str* 
vice jointly with the English, our close aliias. li 
is also 'my duty to inform youc Excelbncy, tlmt 
the Illustrious British nation, oot less generourt 
than great ancf' brave, have no intent^, a^ your 
ExceUe^cy insinuates, to take possession of Cadis. 
Their only object is to ^sist in its defeuce, witi|' 
all the mei^its which they abundantly ppssass ; and 
which -the Spaniards solicit, an^ sccept with £i»* 

titude.......p.,... ..The treatment of the pri- 

soners will be such as it ought to be betiVQMi 
civilized nations* We shall not follew the exam* 
{>le set by the French troops, of cruelly butcher* 
ing th« Spaniards, as insi|^eut$.».«« »«».«»•• •.•.9.«ii 



Fioiilly, I ctoM^ eoasie^ lo si coDfeMUce wftli 
your Bxcelleflt^^ uiifier existing ctrcumstancear^ 
jmr till the d^iveranee of Spain (mm the pi^ 
sence .of .all i^^ign troops^ • mmi the restoratio!l 
of our beloved Ferdinfinil VII. shall have enabled 
me tO'iBCcepU with plesuHtre, your obligirrg 

(Signed) The Duke of Albuquerque* 
. Isle 9i Leon, Febriurj the lOtb^ 1810. 
To hu Excellency 
ike Duke of Dalmatia. ,. 

This htngiiage, very diflfererit f^om thjit held by 
Morta to BuonapJEtf te," at the capitulation of Ma« 
^rrdv left Soult lio hope of reducing Cadiz otheri 
H^ise than by famine, or by the fear of a bombard- 
tnent. His troops^ occupied San Lucar de Bar- 
tHlyieda, at die mouth of the Guadalquivir, Rota,' 
Quarto de SaqtaMap*, Puerto Real, and Chiclana. 
He placed a strong garrison in Medina Sidonia.— ^ 
He had sent Marshal Mortier into Estremadura, 
for the pui^pose of subduing that province, gaining 
possession oCBadajoz, tnd opening a communica^ 
tion with the second corps, of which General 
Reynierhad taken the command. The French 
bad occupied llafira on the 9th of February ; and 
on. the twelfth they sunmiQ/ied Badajoz to sur- 
finder. Tlie governor orefused to open the dis- 
pStches ; and dismissed the bearer of the flag-^of 
truces with a declaration that in future he shouM 
order sueh eouriers to be fired upoa. Mortkr, 
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who was not prepared to besiege the town, call- 
toned his troops bUtW^eeh Lerena and AlmendrS- 
leyo, estabfishing his head-quarters at liOssantds, 
as the most icentral poijitof his cantonments. The 
• intelligence that Badajoz too h^d not been taken, 
caused some vexation to Soult. He perceived 
that he had been too sanguine, when, on the. third 
of February, be thus addressed Pfincie Berthier 
from Seville—** To judge by the conduct of the 
inhabitants* we may consider the war as almost 
^endedl" The first idea dt 'hostilities being tei> 
minated, had been suggested to MaYshal Soult 
by Greneral Sebastiani, who, in the dispatch dated 
^rrahada, the twcnty-iir»th of January, assufffdthfe 
iftarshal— ** that the ' French troops conducl^d 
•themselves admirably,* — ihat the inhabitants were 
delighied with them,— and that every one at Gra'- 
ftada considered th6 war as'at an end." Sebastianl 
informed Soult, in the same letter, that he had 
4bund at Granada a battalion of one thdusaiid 
* tneti, almost all Swiss, of General Dupont's army, 
— that he had promised them free pardon, if tb^y 
•would faithfully serve the Ethperor,— that the 
officers had $worn to do do in writiugj on therr 
'honour,<^and that the non-comntissioned officers 
•and privates had taken their oadi with the greatest 
enthusiasm. But although Sebastiani bad av- 
•nouncfed that the Spaniards had sworn fidelity t6 
*King Joseph with the greatest alacrity,' he yet 
judged it prudent^ before he marcl^ed towards 
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Halagt, to pbce the castle of Albambm in a stMe 
of defence, and tcr have in it a garrison of twelve 
buodred itaeo* for the purpose of ke^ng the in* 
liabitaDts of Granada in a state of trai)(y]]Uity.. 

On the fourth of February, General Mil^aud 
marched to Anteqiiera, with a strong advance 
guard. On the fifth, he {Proceeded to Hdiaga.-^ 
The Spaniards were attacked, forced im their posi.<* 
tioiis» and obliged to fall back. They rallied aear 
Malaga, assumed the offensive, and^ in their tura, 
forced the French io retreat. Sebastian!, having 
arrived with a reinforcement of infantry to the as- 
sistance of his advanced guard, summoned the Spa* 
ntwfls to lay down their jtrms. Insttead of return- 
ing any answer, they rushed forward with lott4 
shouta, assailing the Fnench with a very brisk fire 
of' artillery and musketry. The ground was fa* 
vourable for the nsanoeuvres pf cavalry. Sebastiaai 
availed liioaself of it : he obliged the Spaniards -to 
aeak refuge in Malaga, which he entered in close 
p^rwit of the fugitives. The firing continued for 
^oaie time, in the town, from took smd windows; 
but tbearriiial of the French infantry put an end 
to the coaflict, and the inhabitants submitted. 
Theis.dstails show, however, that the Spaniards 
imerely wanted a leader, capable of availing bim^ 
self of their courage, and of their determination to 
dPcsist the French. Malc^a was provided with oa^ 
hundred and forty^eight pieces of ordnance, of all 
iMeSt independent of twenty-three field-pieces^ 
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destined for the army of Catalonia. The store- 
housM were fiUed with ammtftiition. How could 
tke Spanish government neglect the proper mea- 
tuses for the defence, or the evacuation, of a place 
so important on account of its stores, which, 
owing to the vicinity of the sea, might easily hafe 
been.reilloved ? But anareby was carried to such 
anextretne, that the delirious populace entrusted 
the comtaand in chief to a Capuchin monk; who 
Was a^poiiited lieutenant-general. To have placed 
llim at the head of a company of grenadiers mighi 
have been proper enough ; but it was easy to fore- 
see the result of military operations, conducted by 
Imch a man. Satisfied with his successes in Anda* 
tttsia, and indulging the hope that Cadiz, after the 
first agitation had submded, would accept his pa- 
ternal offers. King Joseph set out for Madrid ; and 
left to Marshal Soult the supreme command of the 
civil and military authorities in Andalusia. 

Buonaparte took care to circulate the most fit^ 
von rable reports concerning the occupation of the 
southern provinces of Spain, for the purpose ofen^ 
couraging his troops to march with less reluctance^ 
and reinfortee the army of the peninsula. Accord- 
ing to his statements, the south of Spain combined 
aH the advantages of colonies, without any of their 
. ineonveniencres^ This artifice proved soccessfu'L 
There was btit little desertion from the regiments 
sent to. Spain. The sixth French corps, of which 
Marshal Ney had resumed the command, moved 
•nward to Cindafi-Rodltiga On the eleventh loT 
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February, some mortal^ played upon (fie towny 
and the governor iraa summoned -to suraMdar.. 
Andrew de Herasti answered, |^k« a msto of ho^ 
nour- — ^ that he should not surrender till be hodi 
been reguUrly attacked & and till he wasreducoA^ 
IP the last extremity/^ Beiog thus deceive4 ia 
bis expectation, Marstial Key fell back, cantooMl, 
|ms troops betweenCiudad-Rodrigo and SaUoMinca, 
and collected the meana of acting with more effect. 
The eigh^ corps,, under the orders of Junot,. wa0 
preparing to assume the offensive against Astoig* 
and the Asturias. The seventh corps was still 
resting from the fatigues of the siege of G&fosm, 
when, on the twenty-ninth of February, Genacal 
O'Doiiel, who had replaced Blake, attacked it 
almost voawares in the plftij» of Vique« ^ The Spa* 
Biards were conquerors ; but not knowiiig ^bdw .^ 
moderate their ardour, and pursuing the Fjceoch 
too eagerly, thfe cayalry^ which protected the re- 
treat of the latter, availed themselves of a favour- 
able ground and moment, when rushing with m^ 
petuosity upon the patriots, they made the latter 
lose the fruit of this glorious victory* 

O'JDonel's plan had been judiciously laid to raise 
the blockade of Hostalrick, and destroy General 
Souham^s division, which was the flower of Ai|« 
gereau's troops. Whilst the Spanish geoeral was 
directing the attack against thiscolu^m, be caused 

» 

Besala, oa .the north of Gerona, to be also as* 
sailed, 4a order^to oblige the French to divide 
their forces ; and a corps of six thousand miguelefg 
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rushed upon the Italiftti divfeicm^ wbich blockaded 
Hostalnck. At the same time, flU the interme- 
diate posts were overthrown by. clouds of peasants, 
that flocked from all sides, to concur, in the execu- 
tion of tbeir brave generals rfrfan. But the retreat 
sfO'Donel's. corps; occasioned in t hie: evening of 
the battle by the superiority of the-JFrench cavalry, 
fendesed the advantages nugatory^.vrfaich had been 
gained on the whole Une.>' Augereau was iTb 
alarmed at the risk he had ran, that he sent Buona* 
{rnrte the most pressing letters for pttKiipt T^iafomce** 
IP^nts, in order that he might liat beoUig^d to eva-« 
Cimie the whole province .'of C^tahima. Hiii 
paster discovered the trua chdse of the marsbars; 
^rs. ' He supposed hhn attacked wfkh a bod1}|r 
illne'^s, which depressed bis Spirits ^. and apfpoiif ted 
Macsbal ^acdonald to sudceed him i6*thecom-» 
onand. Angereati was still v^^th the army, when 
the, garrison of Hostalrick, laboisriii^ under an ab^ 
solute want of provisions/jB^Mcitated the place on 
the eleventh of May/ and'^^n^d themselves a 
passage 'through jthe blockadiAg troops, sword m 
hand. About the«#aaie ttme,t the smalUslands of 

9 

LaS'^Medas^ situated on the coast of Cataloltia^ 
opposite the mouth of tbe^Ter; Wese.taken on tfio 
part of the Spaniards, by a cimpide muin. Their 
occupation was advantageous to the Spaniards, wt 
it put a stop to the coastiQg triiide, 'which, till then; 
liad been |o serviceable to the French, for the pur* 
ppsa of throwing pi» visions intp Barcelona. • 
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The prbvinee gf Arragon appeared tran^tiiK 
Suchel judged the <i{>portUni:|y ftivoorable tooiiCaiQ 
possession of VateDtia, and to comnBunieafe, by 
his right wing, wi^ the left of Marshal Soult who 
had sent advanced parttf s as far as the kiBgdom of 
Murcia. He reached the eBrirons of Yalentia al« 
most without striking a blow t but he did liQt 
prove more fortunate than Marshal Moveey^ * Hitf 
promises, his inettiaces» and . his attacks^ wer^e all 
modered equaily fruitless by the ardour of the Va- 
leii4ia|M» aadtbe sagwity of General Caro. Su^ 
ehet perceived that he should be kept a long tiai# 
iir from Amgon, if he obstinately persisted in bit 
attaclis upon Valentia ; be also heard that gu<N4ilat 
^ere forming in the provinoe under Uis oommead, 
which inight do mueh mischief, unless they were 
checked during their infency* Besides, General 
f)'Donel, who had been informed of his enterprise 
upon Valentia^ had already put himself in notion for 
the purpose of marching to the^ assistdoce of thai 
place. These Motives determined the French" 
General to adjourn tne execution of his designs^ 
tad draw nearer to. the province of Arragon. 
But tx> keep his tiMtps. ki Mtivity, he laid siege t^ 
L^rida, Geneasfl O'Dond now thought he coQld 
engage hip with the prospect of success. On the 
twenty-third of April, be attacked the French, at 
the bead of fifteea tbousabd Spaniards* The gar- 
nsof ,of Lerida, to seeond the altadt of the suc- 
couring aimy, made a rortie, m\iixkk was re|>ttiBed# 



iHir tirfcftirmifes^^ikiii^ met; fbugfat with kitmpi^ 
ditj: butvictorjrag^ «^lar64ti|^iaste:'Sbiel^-m 
^m^ ejadi: owiog 't& the supenority of Stil^bit'i eaii 
ralrr. Lerida pvoli^ttedl its d^fehee to^Uie four-i 
^teenth of May, when it was obliged to dipitulaitaKi 
It coDtained Iw^tatdres ^itf* warlikb^ ktllflMiitibD. 
Astorgaliad suitoDdered tQtb^ 8tll corpr, a shorl 
titnt'before* Jowot bad/ ilak«ii .posisession of tlMit 
lowi» on the twelfth df April, ater a* ^{dhras rd-^ 
llrtascel But tl»e! attack of tfaHti placed bad bdali 
hwiiy x moagc d. The French^ witboat aify B^cta^t 
aity, k»t ft nuiabei^ of brave men; Wbo wiouid bani 
ka^i prtsei^ed^ Jiad tjia^iaga been aoiidiict;^ Xf^ 
tcJrJi^g^ta'tU^mlfesof fartification.^ i v . i 

* JTey. aiid Beyftier bad their head-quatlors^ that 
ktmer ai SbbattiMa^ die lattar at Meridat Sourt 
ctontinu'ed at ^iraile^'^ A kwLi of re^olut|oli;i^d 
taken plKd^alfCMiz.^ The Oulfteof ^bjbqu<lir<|i:^ 
bad been d^minaed, and succeedad^by Gmfte^al 
Blake. Tha civil aulbofitiea forgot the signtfl aaa^ 
Bice which this nobleman's great actiVity had fen^ 
iered, when hia corpa aniered the Isle of Ledi^ 
^elve hours 'biefore it' was attacked by YietdrK 
Tbiey forgot that it was to the able dispositioaS) ao^d 
esefgetic iteasures of tbia>J)o|deman, that theji 
were 'rittdebted for being gbte tio remain faithful tqi 
Ferdinand Yli. at wellAafor being exempt from tbf 
pontrihutions and vexations of every kind« to whic% 
cities are Exposed* under the yoke of any enemy;; 
Wiwtf «i exeicrable vice Is' ingratitude ! This aoWe^ 






flfeM^ mhtme tttl #id taie«to wght bmwm htte^t* 
umM dMringr di^ ^MT of tlit pMint alt, m» sacfi^ 
find l» tke capriora of smm office dedts^ aad 
koDOunUf gKiioflf beiog fteiit « ambassador to the' 
oaurt of Lofldda^ 

• A diMdful storm deslK>y€d| hi tbs bay of Cadit^ 
fejir ships of the lioet and about fifty tiorshaot 
Vi*ieb« The fauiriawe laMed tmm the seventk to 
the tM* of Mws^ From the iio«th*of the 6ti%- 
Adquiwf) to th# 2MBost reeess of the bay, the ooiofe 
whibited the lamentable spectacle of s oret a i tbom^ 
nnd sofortaoata lodividuais, strogfiiag agaimt th» 
wares^ o» the wreaba of ships ; but thtf sea was io 
heavy, that not more Jthas six huoiafcl eoMld^o 
saved. The BagKsh set tvo shipa Mk te. The 
fk«fich batteries nea^ the sea auCwad aiao ^oft« 
aideriMd iojtfry. IMIiig the lM«tbs of MMk 
$md April, Soult odopted the systenaof aoveable 
eolMSos, to^ restore tranquiiiity in «be ^ins of Bo* 
tftmadiHB) end on the oifountaiiis ht Andaleshu 
La ilcMMlia and Blake dispfa]^ giMt taieois and 
activity iti that kind of walAure wbldk is so im| 
adaipied to tpoops eoMrly raised. Riy aier, MoiCien 
Laloor Maetieurg, imd Sebustiaid) arere* lopre tet> 
<|aeitiy tbnqnered thaft tonquefors lo the diffotod 
«ligtg&MM%S) trbieb took place betweto tliieir do«* 
•schttiMitd ami ^ Spaaiank. fa hie letter to 8er»^ 
^hier, dated Gt»nada, the aaveaiaeDtli of March^ 

MMi S<»uft Ifergels the i«speet» which generous 
eiwttilea owe t» eteb other ; wiA oworaeiMftly 



fmm a kig)] pulogNm on 9?Mif } B)»ka» wheo 
be Mys, ^^ General Biftke, who ous^ht ratlMr lo bf 
ft^Ioffa marauder, has succeeded, byidiarof mtr 
naee*! p>(ini$bnient9, and eoDflagtatioas, m M»te 
ing the people of those mou^t^ini^ (tbd AIpujArrtt) 
to take up arms/' How 6itn a general of rtolly 
superior merit be so inconsiatwt as to {>ublii3i^Miv 
vectives like this? Mftcdidi S^iilf ought to hftire 
ifKaid that the i&hafaitaht& af ^be Alpujaria^ e&as^ 
perated at the shaiafefial treatmeM i«2itTed fnte 
his mor^ftble ooluttiis^ eagerly locked to the 
jMandantl of General BlaJie, in ordir that ik&f 
tnigbt, under his guidance, be Ihsed fiis«ith6ir«ep« 
pieasors, liM avenged. * 

AcQording to Sebaalidnrs ajsd So^t^s briUiaiilf lUk* 

piorts,iil the months of Jaounry andFebruarj^V An^ 
lirnA musl heve been eonftidered to h^¥e ^loyii 
M peffiaet tmaqaiUity as aay pmvtjsoe of Franiw 
it must hare been painful to Marshal Soul^^ wIm 
lie recovered frobi suefa a delightful dream, and |Hi6» 
lisbc^^two months after, the xatat alslrraiiig dt^- 
tai is. In his letter to Berthier, dated Granftda, tlie 
seventeenth of Mei«;hJ he observes, that «^ f t will 
lie flUffieuIt in futuf^e to guard against the kitriguee 
(of the English agents, so long as the camp of Ssdat 
Roch Ss not ^occupied, and the linesare notre-estdL' 
blished. His Catholic Majesty would for iFhe mo^ 
liQieat have ordered General Depolas's division thi- 
tber^ w^e not tt^ division H$cesmnfy employed 
tp keeping tiiocomflaufieatioo open Itom the Sierra 
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Morenft to Granada and Seville, and hoMiif' 
iD cheek the numerous inhabitants of the king- 
doms of Jaen and Cordova, now infested by 
^koumnds of disbanded soldiers and 8mug|;Ier8; 
^hom it has not yet been possible to seize, and 
who'daily commit robberies to a great extent. 7%« 
mumber of thae dispersed soldiers and smugglers is 
ftUedai above Mrtf/ thmaandP' After this avowal; 
which 18 not^obscure, Soult states that Blake, who 
bad at first gained some advantages over the French 
tooops, was attacked and defeated by tjeneral Se« 
basliani ; and that in Estremadura, Mortier had 
dispersed some troops of insurgents, collected by 
the Marquis de la Roinana^ at Xeres de los Cavalr 
liTOty and at Lerena. All these details evidently 
shew that Xhm French, being obliged to guard s^ 
ffieat an extent of country, would have been easilj^ 
forced to evacuate Andalusia a seccMid time, had 
tW English army, instead of being buried in the 
moiiotains of Portugal, manoeuvred in the north 
of Andalusia, on the right shore of the GuadaU 
quiver, between Cordova and Belalazar. 
: Fort Matagorda was attacked on the eleventh of 
Aprils and the English, by whoni it was defended, 
were obliged to evacuate it on the 'twenty-tkird. 
The superiority of the French artillery had made 
k a heap of ruins, when the resolution to abandon 
it. was taken. By the possession of this post^ the 
French were.etltbled to bombard Cadis, the distance 
^om the fort to the central parts of the town being 
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amrly equ^ to the reach of mortars of twe^ 
Roches, and thirty<4iix pounders^ poioted at anai^lf 
cf from thirty to forty-three degrees. The captu^i 
pf this fort occasioned the liberation of about fift#4p 
hundred French prisoners, six hundred of whoqi 
were officers. During the night of the fifteenth tQ 
.this sixteenth of May, the sloop Castile cut her 
cables, and raa ashore to the north-west of Mataj 
jOTda. , .The prisoners had overpowered the Spanjs)) 
jcrew, and^ the French 9)ariners, detained in thf 
sipop, bad directed the manoeuvre. In spite of |h(| 
brisk fire kept up by the Spaniards from the Ian(| 
|i«tteries, and from the gun-boats, the Fr^ch ^eif 
aliipst »U landedy owing to the ^igyrness with 
wl)ich they were assisted by their countrymen. 
When the sloop was burnt, there reqif^ed only ^ 
Aw J|icki* wboM l|fres Wi^re desp£iired of. This, 
i&vent may be considered as the conclusipn of the 
fourth campaign in the south of Spain : that ia 
the north terminated by the capture of Mequin* 
enza. 

^ This fprtress is situated on a vecy steep rock, at 
tile AOQ^uen^ of the Ebro and the Segre. General 
Sn^hjetbeg^ to invest it on the tvventieth of May« 
7be,.trenQhes were opened in the night of the se- 
pondtothe third of June. .Th^.j;arrii;o^ at first 
mti^^ a courageous defence ; but, oyerpowered h% 
tbe Ef^Uffh ar^iUeiy, and no doubt wtonished at the 
raiiidity of ;the progress made by the besiegers to- 
wards tb# kti&y of the plaqis, a capitulation wa9 , 
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bb thi ^htli agreed «pon. Its rtr««gth ifi|«utiti4 
1^ one thousand ttur hundtod flicn. Tiie defenc«» 
By BO means adequate to the difficulty of the g;round, 
%t« generally judged unwt)ftby of th« finiiaess, . 
Which distinguishes the Spanish character. Me- 
quinenza is justly styled the key of the Ebf». 
Although the artillery had fired ten thousand balls, 
a vast quantity of atamunition, and three, monthfc 
torovision for two thousand men, were, neT*rthete«i» 
Ibund in the place. It ^vA on this account th« 
fhi ^r*nch general spoke with the utmost con- 
tempt of ihe gslrtison, in. his official report, and went 
io far as to add, '* that! hfe granted them the honoltf 
of defiling Wbre the French trodps, merely out of 
the regitd which' be fett ftrtr the valour 6f tb* 

Spanish artillery/* ' .^ ^ 

' The Frertch opened the fifft dttpaign ^A «• 
•iege oi Ciudad-Rodtigo. Itt order to beW *hfe Itti* 
penal Eagles triutbphanfly to Lisbon, Btronapbrtft 
ioTlected * formidable army, utrder the command 
of Marshal Massena, known by the denomiw* 
tibn of Prince of EsttlHg, M tety tattering ti^le, 
since il recalls a disajttet. this gfefteWl hirf ata*ft 



hh otders, Ney, Dukte tyfthAitogeft, *Miot, 0«|* ^ 
of AbhTnteft, fend Geta6Wl Re^ltilfe*. The-Wiiy 
amounted to Seventy thouWitad fig^ittftfe mn. iMa 
WfetlinglohVad but fifty t^ousa*d, «»»f «f^;*Jj* 
were Portugtiese. Oehfettil HUfi ditliiM* ^H* 

formed a corps of ^^^^'^'^^J^J^r^ 
:* i^^^^^S Rfairnifcr. lite a xtm of HWM**^ H" 



the $iimd tma^ b^on mtiine^d lo v«!fir, like tli» Fiweh* 

the btlafiM muMi ba^i bten, at^ly e^uak <mi fi<i# 
CMint ef tte ft^Fo «Mnig pld«i in tram of A* 
Aiifio^pQrilitr9«Mv trmy. Bui |h» mi^ raraiHi 
WW tlii^ amm. The Portugfuwe w^^ wmi'hmm: 
Md tbe mimpit of AQdaimia, «Mibkie4 witfli 
mMWuSft l|MBt reputatMiy had fipma4 through tbf 
mtafy tliktMmi of.flo{iori wfakfa enfetbles eouritgw^ 
ir^qBenllgr pMralysn lli# dispowtiOM of tkB 
wkicL Thme dtficuliies did oot ^fip« 
ited Wdltttgtpii's cQiitideratiaii and ia oi4tl 9 
#Fcmt>tt0 tbem, ke deteemined to act cm the di^ 
filMiise, litieee ike mdrmtagu of tine groan^t m^ 
the £uilte o£ the Ffoincb geoeni, should affpr<} hf# 
«one •ppMtunky of afekisg an attioh wi||| f 
Itfuiji t of euccesi, 

MevteM, who hkberto JM faee^i to £imuiM|^ 
And «h»ii|i8 proud of a ooamumd lvr wparict t9 
a»y with which he h|id be^n previously enitrtMtfs4i 
IhMgiM tlHtt, after lurriBg triMO Ciudad-^^^r iffit 
AloMBicla* hit mamb to Lisbon «oui4 be i 
if TieasMft. Ha hastened l» faaro CiM^ 
investedL Th« tirenohw weieOpofifiA 
*^1ii» Mfte of tlw fiHiintfa ti tfac sis«eei)i|«^ 
J|MI«> Mit. Jfey^ who i]»i»in«ide4 lfa« 9ixtli4MrpS| 
■ipipwtowlltt<t HM)w t the •pcntiMDof tltefiefir; 
<«i* Jiuiol, ^ dw hmi ^ m. anay of ebMnratif» 
H f — ly<> iiiiMiiiiiiii n , poUMliiMMMlf on thel«ll 
Imu* «f Kio If— fc, to hold Lotd WeliiagtOD in 
■li»k« «ilM»aihrttu»d guaid WW at Ciu^ii^ JUf 
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fliftm artaflff being in tb^ nfie%bbourhbo4^ Alafeichu'' 
On ifbe'liveirtjrrfiMi of Jiine^ theWnM^b b^ti U^ 
tminMalte the phKe. Th«^te8ief*d i^tutaed thm 
ile- with #lNtc^ atadtdisabted mttrppttces ofNird^ 
OMcf^bieloAgiBg to the besiegers. -OnHtbe twewtjitt 
ingbtb, MflisMftt «uintnbii^ the 'fMim#r to ate^ 
fender^' Thir latter gefaiasd to ;capi w<|tt?y> »■ nH 
pluee lies atill capable of bpieg; dMnfledL vXiie 
fibrks' were eootinued. imder* tk^ Are of, a eu|Be 
lior artillery.' -On the'mntk, mille mor^nigyMili 
J fc a a ali tnadli use ef • theif battering guas :with fmtf 
Ki«at^ff<^ct. * €>n the teotfa the breach ^f«i found 
practicable. Jtteiy thing ;iRas needy for the »mmkj 
#rhen the • governta** vepnvinced tba*^ e longer 
teiMcatice #as itnposeiii«| hoisted tifae white flag^ 
This fine defence, during twenty-five idaja^HHlll 
^tfptm itrenebeii efcdhsttidsMnnch to the honour 
«fDon<< Addled de H^rasti^and the ifdHiMnits'cf 
dSioMt-Rodrigo, wlic,. though ekftosddr to a« smH' 
fgninary bombar Jiel , eneoiiraged tfaif gairisMll 
foyftilly'sbaring theiroiattgueataii perils^ A 
«iemus arlHIery, •a gredi quantity of N 
Iknd r]«b ^ore# of all kindii were, fnpiiiiiimfc 

jpldlei Hhe garrisM obnaiaifed nl six ^tkiipiiMhn^ai 

'i 

4 :IMtlWagh-«uperior.i«naumbec lii t i>KlMriliiii||i 
tCHStyet, anxio«snot;to-«taclnigev(W«|kieiea«i9lBijPk 

4ibtse«a ^halted in OiK 'te%kWuiiu>«il of .€iu*«lr 
Jll^ri|k;o, uri<a&eyfciiry\ybo/co»ii>ilaii iliiiilMI 

iGtkif^ to GaMvllp fininicD, aod?i thiflteailig .«iw 
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fight flaQkofltbe/allii$4a|l(iy.^ the £pg|ish com- 
Hi^Mier biAi ffir^eeii f^is. moimiHeot}» §9id Gmenk 
flill was orderd ;ta cdfer Ibat poi^t, the preservai*. 
tioa of wbieli.waa eseentki) to the oQtH^plete ex^eur 
tkm ol*ljQrd;W^liiaglo]i'8 plan, ,0a tbe twenty- 
fourth of July, Marshal Ney, supported by Junot» 
attained the English adv^iieed guard, cpynmandecl 
by Geoerat *Crawlurd. . But the aumbei* were ^;> 
from equftl; the French bifiog (gtv tiipea as ipapy« 
Ciawliird^^llied Fort C(H|cep|i(>o lo be blown up, 
atfd r#lreiled ii fi^ceU^tiorder talbe river Coa^t^ 
Ibe tmioi Al«ei«a. H« d^thstie^ tM brid9a til) 
»^bt» TbeivVreocht aurpriMd at «uch a re^istaQoep 
ceased tbeir-atta^ka^ Tbf|r had beesi foiled ia t^e 
design of carryiiig. off Ibis advancill^^uardt Gfi* 
Mrai £!rawi^rdf oot wishiiig,,on t^s part, tojbf 
Ugltjrn.efppsipl to such.^ d^oppytioa^ft^ altfrk, 
jiwiled biiinsi^ of th#<ajgbtt ^roif^iiifearer to ^bf 
fioglisK^fitiy, aB4\took.a |K>aitipq ait CprwidhaVi 
Uitk l^saffi fciUied* waundatV^p4|HiMKM^f^ amquot- 
^ jQA^ t(9 fQttr..bi(ii<i]red.9e^th(High kp ^, Jit^ea 
^glitwgiwiUi graat.iijl^iifiacy..'. 4fMr ftfajus txifiiag, 

!J!hji ttvt!4i,e» vfM( <v«iied flp ..the fiftegn)^ of 

^B :<iig|iRt.t||e, fin* paf^Uel; it wa^not .fiiysl^ 
|>t|tyitetthft>niiM^aepMh, oviiME^A^ t^ ^||S<t^^i^.? ^f 

.•iJll^JLWWi of naj^et, ..Oo^il^e.tjRrwtyreftb th? 
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batteries wen coAipleledi Oa the tweatyniixtk < 
tile besregmi opened tbeir tte; with above tittf 
pieces of ordnafnce or oiofftan* Towards evening, 
frbomb fell in the fjront ttpbn an amoMiAitton wag^ 
gon, wbteh was loading at Idis door of the priMi* 
pa) m9gtit\he. The explosion of this waggon ^aet 
ire to abore a hundred theosand quintals c^pew* 
Apr« which eaosed a shock equal to the > eruption 
of a Toioafio. Maoy houses were thrown down^ 
and ^e cathedfel was destroyed. CNillie ^wreaily^ 
•sir«nth» Masseua ceased the firing froM htobat* 
teriea, artd dtepatcAed one of hie akl«d»»0a«ips- M 
sumraofl Cotonef Cos. That the ^rfioo, eon^ 
sistiug entirely o^ Pocfuguese tipe>ps» aMglit in** 
fluence, ftt tcuelemte^by their elMiours, the deter^i* 
nilnation of' the governor,' who tb€«ig(if he ibotfli 
ftiM be alble to defead- himself in spi«s of ihe fiHi 
MWident, by^'whieh the fliagaaine had been liiow* 
vp, the Freneh caused 'the M ii^is d*Aloro% aUv 
ancient Fbftuguese ge«era!, M^ho was then with 
If aasentt, to api^roaeb Ihe ramparts, m o0#er M 
eonciKate the troops tmi inhabitania. But this 
Mtatagem had Hot imtnedifltety theexpeetei ef» 
feek The governor refused the proffered teroM. 
Maasena then onlered aU ' hia ^alteiiaa to teuew 
their €re; and Colonel Cok, suppoailig Ihateif- 
eumstances wwild not allow Lord WdUi^gton te 
come to his sucdoue, and seeing himself hvdly 
seconded by the garrison^ whcte fidelity baiheife 
shaken by the pnsmlses of cIm Mar^ufa d'AlgnUf, 
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iMhMiMdl dt tetigth tO' iiirreiidkir tlie towiu Tli# 
€vet!RMii0Qd men, #ko stHl ccMiposed |he gtrri*- 
gon, w#m diMii^Ml to tlMir bonies. MMaera iti» 
linted 8iK>at twelve hmidred of them ts piooeerai 
iti trim to MU ttw ^reoekes of Aiamda, Md to wi^ 
^)t the kigh f^d8« . 

* Lord Wfrihngtonf has been much eesMred iiw 
^viaf Mfiered Ci«d«d-Rodii«o aid Alafcii»to 
be iftkeo^ xvMioUt Avtiling Imiseir of the diaiiMI» 
Moil tttUMd in the Erench mmf by the besieging 
. Ifdotii. Bat Maiie«i«inployed aiily tea thou ^aod 
lH«ti ott etch iiftlwieeieges; e^we^pwntiy Jte^fiei 
fl^ty ttousand lefk to pbo# k battle atfay; sit 
iHoutond of wh»m frere OHmliy. As Lord Weii- 
Ittigtoti eouM Dojt belelaed by Oqnmd tiiU's<lki^ 
tioti of fifteen theusMd fiagUab Md Poftoguese^ 
ieiaohed to dbMrVe General Ila|iiier^a aiwf aiT 
ti^nty ibouM*d FMic5lH hia Loitisbf p had Mif 
«laffy*6¥e Ibi^iiniid ^igbtf Dg aaeo, with wbooi be 
eodid attael^ MaaieMf «lfttti» batviag tbechdieaef 
4(ie i<eM cf biMl% WMtd WK have mflMtod to 
ioeraaae hit sapaiioftty byiiatrendiiaeiita. Hall 
the Gnglaib gewa# fifeo battle 4u that aituatioa^ 
aba alli^ artif wouU have been deairoyei^ and 
Pimugai wiQttMltoto baoooua a i^neb ftoi^Me* 
His Lordship has also been blaowd i»r iM bariog 
]iief«itoHl the juiietitm if die Mmy of F^itegai^ by 
toaaahiiig ajs^inat Nef^ vbo Doaufiiad 8elaiBfia«iu 
VMa ^biJBtviation fme atHtoced wiA gttat coeii- 
Aaife % dMft|r of i|we, who mraar aaedied tbe«it 
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•f war but in their cltMlB. The iplio lOf -thv 
French Aad b^w veiy ablj^ formed^ MiPrder t» 
Araw the English army te the Tonow ; and there* 
bj.emnpletiDg its destroctioa, add one.ipore toth^ 
hm of the cti^raceful aod lanoeotaUe sowea of 
Marengo, Jena, and Friedland* Lord WeHingloii 
easily discoirered the. snare laid isr faiiK^ ' The in* 
isa kft his f^sitioD to attack Marshal Nejr* 
ktter would heiie .fallen back to Valladqlid^ 
:arhilst General . SiqwaTt who .was. at Altaotarii 
mad Genejral Juaot^ who waa at Zaaiorat wou14 
iMire hsijUena^ hy finrged marohas, to seiae kis line 
»f,.4]peiatioaS; between .Cfudad-Rodrigo aiid Al«- 
oieida^ ^Jbe allied amsy oeoasioned, by its.pi% 
a«B06» a .delay oC fifteen 4a|fa. in the surrendef 
pf Ci^did^UMkigo ; ani the same would hav4 
feeii.»g]ained <«i\ Almeida, iiad it boI been ibr th« 
iital event of the pow4/it.«Miga2siiie«^ These 4mt 
iays^ the result of the £lig(||h connnai^'s mm i 
iMoatioDi, gave the Pc^MfuesA the necessary time 
lir d s st a syw ig, or btuying io Ah^ gvound, whatever 
might be serviceable to the J^rwich ; and enabled 
the aUied army to receive lekifiaioeineBts ; witti 
which . Lord Wellington most coniplete|y excul^ 
pated himself frtm the absurd .acMsations of U» 
envious wnsureis. . 

After the surrender of Almeida, the allied army 
had posted itself in the valley of the Mondego».09 
the load to. Lisbon. Reynierand Hill had dcawn 
nearer to their respective corps. iMoi Wellwg? 
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MUliftd, •• k wtre, placed himself on the wateh^ 
to <Ateehre his adversary's m'ov^nieiits, and avail 
binis€# of the errors which (he fierjr femper of 
MMsena led him to expect. The lattev put bh 
tvM|* in tnetion on the sixteenth 6#8«pleanlMer, as 
IP he had intended to MIIow the aHied'sfrmy on th4 
left of the Mondegd : but being arrived at Tormeij 
be marcbied <m the right to Vizeul On the Mrenty** 
fi#Bt, * he imshed bis* advanced ^ftard as Ikr as Saint 
Gambadao. On the twenty-illH, Ney and Rey« 
rilOT ciossted -the rifif-Criz, on the road t«i^€oiin<» 
lllli,'V^hicb passes though the -Sierra de Busac^ 
a bbain of lofty mountains oii^the right bank oi^k^ 
Mondego. ' Lord Wellington; who had a peiflMl 
knowledge of the country, deteHtnined toava{i1Hin-« 
self of the advantages 6ffered by the sttong posi- 
tioii of Busaco, where the Fr^cb «ftilliBty and 
^ffvalry coulc^ be of^fio seirtcef whattiver. Hethov^ 
fore vapidly marched- to the left, with bis- wbold 
army, which he posted eft the heights; its'ffgbt 
resting on the Mondego, and ks* left dn th# 
ti<frthern extremity of ^the Si^rra^ taear Melllfmliit 
This movement was «l Quickly pefforn^ Ite it ImI 
been ably conceived. It was begui M the twenty^ 
sixth, at two o'cloek in the /aN>raiVigt aafd i i Ou— 
the Whole allied army was m battle *smniy. 'No 
Ivoops remained on the left bank df the MoMiegig 
but n body of Portuguese, for th» purpdbe^ <df 
guarding the road to Lisbon^ and wv^iing nh« 
right of tbe^iimy. --nl '^ . - »a ► - > 
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U^ WeUingtoQ ktd MiroWf Ukm bit 
tiM« when iAwmm^Mfpeved with, his wh^k itmf. 
A bffi«h firipg coiwrnioad on Ibe wbok Ikte be* 
t«eea tb« riflMiM. The French gfntrml eflu^ 
pk>y«4 dM fMiaiader of Ibe liay in rMMiioitim^f 
the position of tht al)ie». He pe doubt euppeeed 
the eight of bie three opipii irould intifeid^te {iord 
WeUie«toih Md that 9imieo would he evacuetedt 
vithowi eemiiic t* a geoetel enfafemest: but ke 
wae deceived in km auppoeilioo. Qa the twenty? 
aeveoll^ be ordered Reyeier.to attaefc the f%hi of 
the eUie8» and seat Ney agataet tbeif left. Geao« 
lal Janot, with his oorpsr aad the whole Fseaeh 
ea wd gyt which the natnro of the ground, so ^y 
ehoseo by^JLmd Weihogton, readered perfeietlj 
iiMisai]eble» were left as a reserve. The Ffeaoh 
wese lepolsed m M their atiesEipta. Qeoerel 
Vinim ♦half ed» with the bayonet^ a coluiaa that 
had anoceedod in teacfaiag the top, and fesaed it 
to' iftiaat i9 the amost coafuaioo. While the 
aUied army wiai gaiaing a complete victory oa its 
tjghlt the left^ laiider the 4ml«ia of. GcNseral Cwv-' 
iMi, wm afiiaUy sneeewful agaiost JAarshal Ney'e 
atrpa. U-waa m iUs aHask that Gffoend $wo9 
wm tahea a prtseMr, witk aheiit three haMfaad 
aMo of Ihe colaam, which 1^ had boldly led mp Ike 
the lap oTlhr Stem. The hiss of the ^awioh» M 
tBUad aad voandMU Msouated to betiMi&o^ iimf 
§9A§mkAmmn4, whtbf ibat of the#UiesdidMt 
f xcee^ one thousand meo horsde mmkfiit 



- ThetFtelieh tnttrt4uiv«4>etir«omith the mora 
telw0i itt this Y^oroos res»laaQe> m 1^ of the 
allied amy cofMisted of rtfir Portngkest troqp^i 
little^ accustomed to fire« But^ ^aimnat^ by tbt 
exatopio of Cbe EDglithi they fM^rfismiad prodigies 
of valour against the famoua eonqueroffs of Aaa« 
^aiGtz and Wagram. Their behairiour dMtisoyed 
ifassena'e hopes of carryingf the poiition q£ tha 
BngHsh by inain foroe. He therefore tesotved t» 
turn then by. their left, in the nighiv frcm *tNl 
tweAty*8eir«nth to the tweoty^hth., he begm iiia 
inarch, to reach the road from Oporto to Coiiabi% 
If S«rdao. This post, of vAirk the Eaglmk ge- 
SMifal knew the importance, wm Id iatn been o€# 
eiipiii'% C<4DBel Trakt, and »lh«l oese the 
Vreneit ^pouU ' faa^e beasi in a ivery €ritica|^»eitiii 
miee^ Mm thm colmmi toqU »t eeai^ it hi^ire 
the twrestjM^hth^ U Aight, when Jie £ommA the 
^itsieh in peasesidop <S the abfiiosu Loxd W«^ 
Itngeoe, iofiDMied of this »cirrunn>ppe, iHifmJk 
jw%e Im pootioa «ny hMgw esfiiJik of being 
fenMitaioed. Urn diennfaee eo m i isiMk bo Moittiego^ 
V^si*km ttight bo.onaUeAoiijierlo.igfatQKtoM* 
treat, at bis cfaoor^* mtlipiitrendam^Og his htm of 
operations. His IiOids h i| ^oi rt ;e d Ae aaotwoaof bii 
Mdaduct toi the JUsl of l»iirjsrpoci^' tly obsorviog^ 
•hat oli^oagh the oiniimttioatej 4elay» wlhe aonk 
val of Coiooel Traot at Soideo^ madii^HaoppM* 
henaifre of aott aiaoiwpbihiqgtbo 0i^ect^mbi/0h he 
bid in viour oo ■cfsosiag-tHe A ft ood q g o^ ^od4)cgii» 
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pying the Sierra it Buncos-he still idid adt Jtgref 
that lie had done so, m this moremtot bad:aAbided 
hup a favouiable, o^iportutiil^ ^f sbowkig. the 
Memy what kiod of troops his army waa coqipoaed 
6f. It had» for the fiist tin; e, bf9agfat the Por* 
tuguese levies in contact with the eneaiy in a j»» 
vourable situation ; . and proved tha| the paina^ 
taken with thesis had not been thrown away ; and 
that they were worthy to fight in the sBme rank! 
Mth the Eaglisby for the interesting cause, of the 

« 

sneoess of which these very troops gave the most 
•oafident hope*. 

• Massena, qn» being master of the high' road tt' 
OpOTto, ardeAtly wished U> obtain revei^ for iba 
<heck of the twenty*seventh« In tfaise2iftdlalici»» 
iia was advancing with has whole army, wihktk wat 

■ 

atiil sixty thousand strong, iatluding tan Jhoiwaad 
excellent cavalry.* Bot Lord. WelliagtMs did ntft 
Jtadge thd environs of Coimfan pro|>er to stop 
ftfassesa's pronress, and givehiih battle., ile deV 
termined on drawing nearer to bis lainfMcemorttsi 
and fighting oaly under advantagas» which a gooii 
general 6ught ttot to Mgt^t when the destkiy of 
empires is at stake. By movhig ta Torres^^Yedras 
ha obtained a strong position, an incieaae of troo^,* 
and the certainty of an hodouiable retreat, if thp 
&ts of arms should prove adveiae. Fortune indedd 
seldom refoses to qrowa so much sagacity. 

Massena's advancted guard entered Ceimbra on 
the fitst of PctobiTi Ai)', cagayement with tb* 
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Eflglidii rear guard took ptace on the hntfks of tb^ 
Mdndego. The allies disp«te<j| the ground inch by 
ii^<3b, *and at nigbi they r4joinM the main army on 
the mad to Pombal. On the tenth, all the troops 
tvere stationed in the lines of Torr^-Vedras ; their 
right wing close to Alhandra, near the Tagas, and 
tS'i* left on the sea, near the mouth of the Siz'sLndra. 
During the whole retreat, tb*^ Frencfh did not 
attetfapt ^ny movement, thatcbuld cause the least 
uneaiiriess. On the fifth their light cavalry, wish- 
ing to come up wfth the rear guafd of the allied} 
wa* altadkedib/'Sii* Stkpleton Cotton, 'THis skk*^ 
ihfeh, which <6ok place near Leyria] termmated in 
tevour of th^ English. On the twelfth the Freodk 
re-a^ypeat^ 4« great numbers on the weights nea^ 
klenl^uef . - ^Tti^ had stOfffered fnuch from tfee^-ains^ 
whilBfh Ibll dbufidantly for Several days, '^assena 
wA^'asfohi^rfhfed tofind the position of Torres- Ve- 
dras sttH stronger tban that of Busaco. It was 
providod at all points with redoubts, construdte^ 
with much care, .and rfWy contrived t6 batter iB 
front and in-flank the eblumns^ which might attempt 
to force the lines. Renouncing^ therefore, every 
project of atflack , Massena determined to felocrtcade 
fne a!ries,!loping<hat hunger would oblige theta to 
tekvethelrtines, and gfvelliim battle. ' He station^c^ 
the Ifeft of his army^ at ^VrHa^Franca, his centife^iA^ 
Alenquer, and liis rigbt.towards Otta. ''** • 

The French gener&ljevidentlyfehowed tt \*ras k& 
Bucii^parte lliilf'be was indebted for hit military 
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glory* Indeed,, ever sioee he left Almeida, he dis^ 
played neitj^er boldness nor foresight. Without 
adverting to the faults, which he committed in th^ 
attack of Busaco, he must be blamed for advancing 
towards Lisbon, without having first gained a 
decisive advantage over the allies, in a position 
where he might have availed himself of his fin^^ 
cavalry, and of t]ie ability in manoeuvring for 
which his troops were distinguished. When be - 
saw that Lord Wellington refused to. fight at Pom- 
hal/ he should have pushed only his advanced 
guard to Leyria, He migbt have quartered half 
pf his army between that town and Mondego, 
and stationed the remainder between Ooimbra and 
Oporto. He might have sekoted a field pf battle* 
where Lord WellingtaQ .would hav4^ been obliged 
to fight him, for the, purpose of freeing Portfjgal 
fi*oiii the vexations of his foraging meo^ whom Jne 
might then have sent to gceat distances, in all. 
directions. In that case he would not have bad to 
upbraid himself with the most unparalleled neglect^, 
that of ^having exposed to the vengeance of th# 
Portuguese, about three^ thousand Frenchmen^ 
wounded in the battle Qf Busaco, who had been 
left unprotected in the hospitals of Coimbra, which 
Colonel Trant occupied on the seventh of October. 
And wha renders his march to Lisbon still ^lore 
inexcusable, is* that there wer^ in the Fr^pch army. 
• i) umber qf , welUinformed officers, who^f^wanned « 
biip that ^ heights, which cover t^49apital of Po(# 
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tugal, are exceedingly steep and lofty. Junot alone, 
who w^s <rather a brave grenadier than a clevef ge- 
neral, told Massena that he would be answerable for 
hJ8 sooeefls; aod in ovder to determine the Marshal 
on ad?ancii^> he no doubt mmiiA use, of a most per* 
zxi^s'iye^Lt^ument^-^thepleasUres^andwealtJi of Lisbon. 
The lines of Torres- Vedrasmay certainly be taken 
by an able general i but they actually proved im-^ 
pregnable to the commander who had suffered 
himself to be so completely beateo at B^jsaco. 
Thie dignities of a prince and « marshal do not con- 
stitute iigenJdral of the first rank. No individual is 
fit to head an army, but he^ whom Nature has 
endowed with comprehensive genius^ and im« 
Vibifieable cooine^s, both oiatured by e^perieuoew 
W-rttmul thes^ two eminent qualities, the moiit 
ettterprizifig ^oflc^ 4>ecomes at once the weakest 
semQ of bis army,'because he wants that intrepidity 
of miqdr .which braver dangers^ whenever geniits 
discov€99 the means of overcoming them. Mgrsbal 
Souit^ ai the bend: of Massena's army, would have 
<iar0ed the position of Busaco, and forced the linet 
of Torres* Vedras; because he unquestionably was 
thei ablest general, of the army sent to Spain% ^ The 
aUiies, be^des^ would* not have been 8|:roDg enough 
pOifiHmthe Fr#RCh, if thei latter had been cotn^ 
«Midtd% a commander possessed oftirieiats aaea^i- 
Mptw^r;the offensire, im those of Lord Welliogloii 
fM Hht) defensi w^ .{iis Lordabip, ih^ef^yfe, mujit be 
QPMtde»d.to hav^g conqu^fed J^ssena by bitSf 

1^ 2 



148 fftSTOBT ^F TMS VAB 

•df* 2^ not by meaas of his army ; which #o at 
that tiole inferior to the French, both in. point af 
nuqiberB and experience. Every otetdck, that 
oouid be thrown in the Wvy of the Fffeaeh^ hod 
been adopted. Orders were given to deatf6y the 
means of subsistence^ or to withdraw them from 
..4he grasp of -the French marauders, by burying 
^Jkheoi under ground^ or oarrynig them to the moooh 
tains : and had these orders of the English general 
been punctually obeyed, Massena would have^seeti 
obliged to leave the kingdom of Portugal ei^Ht 
gdays after his arrival at Alenquer. But these^dis*- 
positions, dreadAvl in appearance* yet^of impenaus 
^necessity for the success df the genetal's phmr, itoe 
neglected by the ivhabitants of tfad valleys of: the 
Tagus, and tbeZezere. The Freitoh, on(heivii% 
that there were provisions at Thomar, detached a 
body of six thouiand men in thsit direction, to pro* 
cure fresh supplies for their troops, which in a few 
days had exhausted the country they occupied^ * 
Every day 4he allied army issbmed a 'more 'im- 
posing attitude, both from the Feinforcemenis which 
it reoeived, and from the imfkrored state of the 
lines, ^e left of which having appealed' rather 
weak; Lord Wellington established, a second 4i4i^, 
with its right on the Tagus, andthiei 4eft^dt^*fifi<ii«a) 
thiough Bue^as and Maft-a. An iutrernishedietiMp 
taad.«been ^prepared, to meit^Q as a retr^dt^Mb'^liie 
allied army, and covdr 'its 'cinbartetioti, if- ftfi^iini 
forced to 4quit i^'lifaes : 'It^had ifMsi ciiMsnUiffia^ 
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«itei Eonl Saint Jidian, near the mouth Qf the Tal^iiey 
ktitbe distance of two leagues from Lisbon. But 
^)5fi» premutions pffXMred unnecessary. On the 
fourteenth of November, Massena left k is positiob 
during the night, and took the road to Santesemf^ 
with the .view of approaching nearer to the coun- 
try whence he drew hia supplies. He might thes 
have been successfully attacked by the allied army» 
M^hich, independent of the troops that had arrived 
from Engknd, had be^n lieioibrced on the nin» 
fteentb of October, by the corps of La Romaha, 
consadtidg of about ten thousand men, whilst thA 
French; army had been weakeired by the detach- 
ments charged with providing for its subsistence^ 
as well as sickness, oocaaioned by bad f<>pd, nnd the 
rainy season. Lord Wellington imniediately de^ 
termined on pursuing Massena. On the eighteenth 
hV arrived at Cartaxo. On the nineteenth he made 
arrangements to attack Santarem, where^ accords 
ing to the reports he had received, there was but -a 
rear guard left. After having well reconBoitred 
that position, his Lordship judged it safe against a 
coup de vmin. The same motive, besides, which 
had forced the French to leave Alenquer, spoa 
obliged them to continue their retreat, In order tq 
he more in the vicinity of magazines. Massena 
had remained in person at Santareni with the flower 
#f bis infantry; and the same general^ who, for ther 
space of one month, had appeared to challenge the 
alHdS^liastefied to stf^ngUien himseif by felling tr^es 



*♦ 



*150 lilSTORY OF T«S WAH 

tnd forming iotrenchments. Was he then iio longer 
the same Massena, who, a fortnight before, wabted 
to plant Buonaparte's eagies on the ramparts of 
Lisbon ? Time will make the cause of this sfngular 
metamorphosis known ; for ait Santarem be might 
eerily have collected his whole army, to crush, 
once for all, those very same English, who, in his 
opinion, ** would not fight but when they wer« 
posted on inaccessible rocks, or concealed behind 
intrenchments, covered with artillery, and impreg- 
nable.'* The ninth corps was at the same timt 
leiaTving Sabugal, for Castello-Branco and Punhese. 
His advanced guard, under the command of General 
Gardonne^ reached Mogon^ near Abrantes, almost- 
without fighting. The garrison of the latter place 
would have been sufl9£ient to destroy this column of 
four thousand men, as General Drouet did not sup* 
port it Hi time ; a6d Massena, who must have been 
acquainted with its approach, neglected to send a 
strong body for the purpose of meeting it. General 
Gardonne's prudence partly repaired these blun- 
ders : he fell back in tolerable order to Penaiivecor, 
which he reached on the twenty^ninth of Novem«f 
ber, after having overthrown whatever opposed his 
passage. General Drouet then determined to join 
the arn\y of Portugal by Celorico, and Ponte di 
Marcella. ' Gardonne again commanded Massena's 
adva:nced guard, which formed its junction witk 
the main French itrmy in the neighbourhood of 
Leyria, on the twenty-sixth of December, l^ut in 
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spite of this reidforcement, which raised the num- 
bers of* his army to seventy'thousand men under 
arms, Massena dared not give battle to Lord Wel- 
lington, who had been bidding him defiance for 
abo^ne a month — a just return for the insolent lan- 
guage, which Massena b'4d used in front of the lines 
»t Torres^Vedras. 

• The inconvenience of keeping an army collected 
ill 80 rude a season, h Jd induced the English gene- 
ral lo assign cantonments to his troops, on both 
banks of the Tagus. Those under the orders of 
Generals Hill, Fane, and Erskine, were stationed 
on the left bank; the ^'emainder of the army was 
distributed on the right, in the following manner : 
Generals Sir Brent Spencer and Cameron at Car- 
taxo, where Lord Wellington had his head*quar«- 
ters ; General Crawfurd between Cartaxo and 
Santarem, observing the advanced posts of the 
French; General Picton at Torres- Vedras; General 
Campbell at Alenquer ; General Cole at Azam- 
bujo ; General Leith at Alcrentre ; and the rest of 
the army within the liaea. The French army oc- 
cupied the rich ooiintyy between Santarem and the 
Zifeere; the ninth corps was cantoned in the neigh- 
bourhood of Leyrra, where Getieral Drbuet had his 
head** quarters. The fortificatroris of Santarem were 
considerably increased : a bridge was.thrown over 
the Zezere,^ith intrenchmeiits on botlints banks, 
no doubt to open a^communic|tion with Spain by 
Castelio-Brando* * Such was the position of th# 
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FFencbatid. English armies towwSs tke latter pari 
ef 1810, Although the allies^had lost- two fortified 
tow>ns, and evactrated an immetiae ^xtentof c6untry^ 
ll^ey yet cattinot be >dei!iied to iKave* bad the.advan** 
tage over the French in this camf^aigv. *T^ey 
twice forqedthe latter to retrograde, ficstat Busaeoy 
and afterwards at Torres- Vedras.- -lo 6hort, tb^ 
French oould not force thbtn '^ to seek a refugie^n 
the ocean/^ as had been Buonaparte's soleoAO pro- 
nrse^tQ the people of France. This circoms^nto 
unquestionably eviric^s the superiority of tM 
English conaoiMder over tbe French general, hither-' 
to $»o well knotra by the brilliant appellation of M^ 
favourite child of vktary. Though considered aih 
his pupili Marshal Souk yet continued to display} 
more ability tbaA his anckkit liiasten * t* 

'This general was informed that an expedition; waa 
pseparin^ totiUrm the coast near Malaga., He-ac<^/ 
quainted OeneraflSabastiani with this infornAtion^ 
ordering hini,,at tht same time, to be in readiness, for 
the purpose of repulsing the ineditated attack by tbe 
allies. On the fourteenth of October, a body of threiBr 
thousand troops, under tbedommwid of Loid Biaoeyp 
was landed near Freangirola, at the distance of foufr 
leagues from Malaga. The object of this expediii 
tion Was to seise the fort, which wias defended i»ji( 
only one hundred and sixty raenr ^As'soon as hei 
bad gained tkis postr^iLord Blaney would hanei 
provided it with a garrison, tbatitbe Frenoh migbli 
he induced to attack k with troop« i^r^wtL {0f tl»6t 
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purpose fttNifc Mdaga. The exf>editi!bn. iraa to* re^ 
fentbarld^under tbe covel' oi ike fort, and^ in eenogrt 
with other -troops sent from GrbraAtar, they went 
to have tak^n Malaga by ii coup demain^ destl'oyed 
its fortific'afio>n$, and captured the privateerv fnd 
richly laden vess^s which weire in thepbrf. The 
pl^JEl had been badly Combined, an^it ex^^erieiiced 
a cdthplete failure* The distance from Malaga 
to Freoiigir()Ia was not sufficiently great to ae<» * 
Qooiplii^h '/the main object, -had Lotd Blaney 
even suetseeded in Obtaining possession of tiue 
fort, ' The- governor, who perceived that the 
assaiiahis' wete uiiprovided with the trieans of tak« 
ing it by istdra)^ refused to receive the officer who 
. was sent. to him for a parley by Liord Blsnejr^ 
During the night a battery was mounted" with som6 
guns, fandedftdm the vessels. Blit the fire of thiw 
bflCteryy and bf the. squadron'^ did ilbt nitimiclate* 
the governor, whb expected to be speedily assikedfcj 
Onfthe fifteenth, General S^badtiani approached, 
at the head ofa body of troops sup^ior to the allies^ 
who ^w'ere obliged to re^mbarli with gttat lo8S.> 
L<«rd Blaney Was aniopgf the prftoners. ^^ It is asto-^ 
ntsbiHg that bis Lordship did taot ^vavi himself of 
the nigiit afier the landing, to giVe up tiiecaptwe 
of the fort, return en board, and thas ayoii|«U 
conflict witkdn enekny gfeat}y*8uperior in numberk. 
General GodinOt had several encininters with 
^etfechmtnts from the army of Mnreia, under the! 
ailim««f<jretieral Blrice« The sftfcceas i»as^vOTioiis»> 
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•o long' fts the Spaniards confined diemsetces to 
the warfare of partisans ; but tbey were defeated 
whenever ao attempt was made by them to take 
any fixed position ; so that the French continued 
in possession of the boundaries of Andalusia. At 
Cadiz many courageous sorties were attempted 
during the siege: they were rendered abortive by 
superior numbers, and by means of the French re- 
doubts. Even in the beginning of October, tb^ 
French batteries were, already mounted with above 
three hundred heavy guns. Trocadera, Poet tofeot, 
and Cbiclana, were fortified with carev- Marehal 
Soult presided over all these works : he wished to 
make amends, by great zeal, for the fault be had 
committed of not marching rapidly enough to Ca* 
dis. Hehoppd to overawe the garrison b}' bombs, 
which mortars of a new invention (dis^ markers mt. 
umilU) Uunch to a distance of one thousand nine 
teindred fathoms. He had missed the opportunity 
pf gaining without a blow the richest, and, odxt to 
Gibraltar, the strongest town of Spain. The patri* 
^iam of the Spaniards, and the ability of the £nglisby 
were destined, however^ to paralyse all the Mw^ 
shaFs efforts. Cadiz was never to become otb^^ 
wise than subject to Ferdinand VI L Though very 
buajr before this place. Marshal Soult was, at the 
same time, endeavouring to subdue the iMurgents 
of the county of Niebla, and the Sierra Morena. 
He preside d over the administration of Andalusia, 
to secure the pay and aubsistence of fifty thiDUSMd 
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i»eii,lhe'smount of his army, exclusive of ihe corps 
i|>f Mortier, which he had detached to Estremadura. 
'this campaign ended with the conquest of Tor* 
tosa. Before he laid siege to this place, General 
Suehet was repeale<ny objiged to engage General 
Villacampa. He faa(i also the diflScuities of the 
fround to overcome, that be might bring up his 
artillery. Some advantages having previously beea 
gained on the twelfth and thifteenth of November, 
bySuchet, over YiUacampa ; on the twenty^^mjiHi 
by Musnter, over the Valantians, who lost two 
thousand five hundred prisoners; and on the,twe»^ 
ty-ninth of the same month, by Habert, dver 
D'Donel ; the army, destiaed to lay siege to Tor- 
tosa, left Xerta on the fifteenth of December.. Oja 
the evening of the same day, the place was eom« 
pletely invested. In tl» night, from the twentieth 
to the twenty-first, the trenches were opened .witb^ 
out much loss. The labourers were favoured by 
a hurricane, which prevented the besieged from, 
discovering the point of attack : and (what had 
never before been seen in any siege) the covered 
way was finished previous to the batteries, which 
were destin^ to silence, the fire of the besieged. 
' This circumstance leaves no doubt respeeiiq|; 
the feebleness of the defence opposed by the gar* 
rison. On the twenty-ninth, at break of day, the 
French opened their batteries. On the thirtieth, 
they carried t\» tilt de p&nU on the right bank of 
thstEbro; mad oo tbe tbirty-firat, they ceased the 
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attack, being no longer firad upon by tbsbesiegodi 
Oo the fivst of Januavjr, 1^11, the governor hoisted 
the white flag. He sent (he p]aD of a capitulation, 
"wbteb was not accepted ; Bgid refused that, pro^- 
tposed by Genera) Suchet. The besiegers then re*- 
Hewed ."» ibeir fire. Two breaches were judged 
practicablf. The troops solicited to be led'to the 
mssault; «fid Che general was about to consent, 
when (b^govemor s^t another depUtaUon, through 
mhith be submiMed to the conditions proposed; 
*Tbe troops of the gtrrisoA were sent prisoners of 
•war to Saragossa. They amounted to sereA or 
rifht thousand men. One huAdced and sisventy^ 
«even pieces of ordnance, besides provisions 6{ all 
kmds, were found m the place* 
-In vain dods the Fteneh general lavish great 
praises on the defende of Tortosa, in order that lie^ 
may impart more importance t6 his conquest.— 
Had*>he not published his journal of the sieffe, he 
might? have been credited. A garrison of eight 
thousand men, who suffer the covered way to be 
finished without firing a shot, bring upon^ them* 
Selves everlasting disgrace; and the governor, who 
Ought to be regarded as the pi'incipal author of a 
ikmduct so pusillanimous, deserves to be branded 
with infamy for his cowardice, his ignorance, and 
treachery to his king and country. Tbe fail of 
this town must also be imputed to the neglect of 
tfaef Spaiiish government, which should have en-* 
trusted its defence to an ofilfcev o^^Kttinguisbed 
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Aerit« Sachet states io faU report*^.'^ .<hat tthe 
governor was a weak man^ .*8«rTiou&ded by two at 
three officers, who shared his authority.'' Tfaie ex>- 
pedifion, destined agiainst Malaga, would hove 
^eti fer more useful, bad it been.sentto Catalo 
Tiia, for the purpose of reinforcing O'Donel. Lord 
'Wellington, baving been able to resume -the of&ii*' 

•* Bive as early as the fifteenth of November, add 
-Massena having refused battle, bis Lordship might 
easily have dispatched a body of choiee troops to 
f^infbrce the amoy of Yale&tta, and ifo raise the 
^ge of Tortosa. Thie ouQier^u^ transport^ in the 

. Tfligu3» would have fecilitated the morvmiiMtii^of 
Ihdse troops, which w«re 4)dt required >for* the de^ 
Itence of the fines at Tofres^-Yedras. The pos^ 
tk>n of CattaxO) in which Lovd WeUingtoii oonr 
trmied about four months, might have been dnrm- 
doned without any inconvenience'; as the French 
had destroyed every thing, even tfce ^rery tbateli 
which covered "the peasatite* dwellings. . Had hii 
Lordship'been getieralissimo of th^' SpaDldh^amlh4 
at that time, it is pmbable that, by bold rad«piM« 
tifit manosuvresj Tortosa #mild havfe been pro* 
*erved, the • blockade (^Cadi^^aised, attd 'Maaseot 
Equally obliged to i^Vaciiate Portugal. T^he: eata^ 
paign of I'Sll, ^hich we afie about^o itetK»ibe, afir 
mtAi, above dl, a <^onvincillg proof 4hatt*h6iper 
Tiflftiiuift' would have be&n evibcii(«t64>by <the Freodi 
ttt^^k time, had the ailieA ilbrGeB>beeft lander ibf 
c«(DiaMtd 'Ot a steiglevleadvii^ BfitbeljKkMt turn 
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cldde the vear 1810, two officers must be tU9^ 
tioned^ who9e deaths were highly regFstted by the 
respective commanders of the twd armies* On the 
twelfth of October, General Saint Croixt an ao«- 
cient aid-de«€amp of Massena, was cut fB tWjO* 
Bear ViHa^Franca, by a cannon ball, from a guo^ 
boat stationed in the Tagus^ to cover the right of ^ 
the allied army. This officer comnaanded Mas* 
tena^s advanced guard, at the passage of the Da- 
nube, on the fifth of July, 1809 ; and, on the 
twenty-eighth of September, after the battle of But 
saco«* he was sent to take possession of Sardao» 
and to }ead the advanced guard of the French army 
to Coimbra* Captain Fen wick, the commander of 
ObidoSf was mortally wounded oil the eighth of 
December, in an ' engagement with some Freach 
grenadiers. Lord Wellington^ in his letter of the 
fifteenth of December, to Lord Liverpool, wherein 
he D&entions the death of this officer, adds that it is 
• Tery great loss' to the army^ and he is regretted 
by aU who knew his valour and his activity. The 
campa^n of 18 1 1 commenced by a much more 
IPrvere loss to the cause of th^ brave Spaniards^-* 
the death of the illustrious Marquis. d^ la Romanaj 
ifrhich was soon followed by the destruction ^of bi§ 
army) and the surrender of Badajo«. But, the alliei^ 
were bot disheartened by these disasters. The/ 
resolved to adopt the French mancEuvreei, wj^t^ 
gard t» the movement m ma^se, and Ihf ^hsirge 
ftrith tb6hafoiiet < The only way to conquert was 
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to beat the enemy with tbeir own weapons, by 
adopting, above all, that famous concentrated sys- 
tem, which forms the basis of all their triumphs. 
From this instant the successes of the allies became 
certain, as they bad the superiority of numbers. 
The beneficial consequences of so wi^e a determi- 
nation were soon mapifested by the evacuation of 
Portugal ; and the victory of Barrosa, gained by the 
English general, Graham, over Marshal Victor, af« 
forded the« most sanguine hopes as to the spe^y 
deliverance of the peninsula. We shall now en* 
ter upon a mpre pninqte account of these g;te^t 
events. 
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BOOK IV. 



^N the tweijty.-third of January, 1811, thi 
liarqufs de la Rotnana died, somewhat suddenly: 
He was Iteming his house, for the purpose of pay* 
itig his respects to Eord Wellington, when he was 
seized whh a dizzfness, like that of an apoplectic 
stroke, which terminated his life m less than half 
an hour. The Marquis had been educated in 
France, the language of which he spoke with much 
elegance. But though he bad several friends in 
that country, he never sacrificed the general cause 
to any private connexions. He always proved a 
loyal Spaniard ; and as long as he had access to the 
court of Madrid, neglected no means of frustrating 
the uitrigues practised by the cabinet of the Thuil- 
leries. Neither flattery nor money having any 
empire over him,- Buonaparte had recourse to his 
love of glory ; and the Marquis was caught by this 
bait. He was sent to the north of Europe^ with a 
division of Spanish troops : but the moment he 
heard that Spain claimed his services, he nobly re- 
solved upon instantly repairing to the defence of 
his beloved country. Assisted by the English 
government, he succeeded in leaving Denmark, 
with his troops^ and landed at Santander, in 1803^ 



IN: SPAIir 4NJ> POAXUG^L. l6l 

He had seTv^ with the mmt parked di8tiooti<|ji, 
ftod Mras ^Bfttcbed away at the very time ;iivhea 
Lord WellingtoQ w^9 cofigratulatiog himself on 
hiivJDg a coUoague, by whose wis$ oounsela he was 
so ifiuch eolightwed. • His Lordship, ^in his letter 
of the twaoty-sixth of January, to the £arlof Li^ 
verp^al, expreased his rf^et at this event, statiQ||[, 
that the virtues, talents, and patriotism of the Mar* 
qiiisv ireffe well known , to His Maj^iKy's govem- 
ineiKt;>that>iii him the Spanish army had lost its 
noblest ornament ; his country the purest patriot^ 

4 

aad the world the niost valiant, as w^ll as thf mos^t 
araloUsdefeoder of the cause for which they wer^ 
fighting; and ths|t his Lordship should evei; grfite* 
fully acknowledge the assistance he had received 
from the Marquis, si^ce the latter joined the^army^ 
both by bis operations, and ^is counsels. . 

This eulogium is complete. , It does as much 
honour to its autbof as to the hero, whom it praises* 
Th^ Marifuis having learnt, some days before his 
4eath, that the French, under the orders of Mar- 
thai Mortier, were in great force on the Guadiana, 
he«had determined to send General Mendizabal to. 
stop the progress of the enemy. Marshal Soult, 
baring, felt the necessity of holding sonae strong 
places, iQ order to secure his communications with 
the troops of Estrentedura and Andalusia,' be-« 
lore he advanced to the Tagus, had or4ered Mor« 
tiertp take Oliven^at which town, t^ppgh pr(^ 



tiffed ^itfa a gamflR^n 6( tbrafe'th^lMMi' tueav o^^ 
^osed Vht a fecfbte instance. Menfdiisabal cotaM 
iidt aitive^in tiin^ enough tai its relief. He haA 
iibout twelve thdnsand nrtta utidM: Mn comanaiid ; 
and pitched hitf camp oa the i^t bank' of the 
Gaadiana, near Badsgos. Marshal Soiiit liid left 
Sevi^e, todrrect, rnpereoovtbe fnilitary op^MtiMs 
of Estremadura ; and imntediatc^ly after bis M^riiiial 
attacked Badiyoz. To inwesft tfaia place eottrpkHfis. 
iy, it ^te necessaiy to drive the Spaimdds fnim 
their pteition, which bad a free eommiftiicatfon 
with Fort San-CristQvd. On the iiineteestb •f 
February, Soalt^s cavalry crossed dbe Guidiaq«^ 
to join the infantry, which had passed the rivel 
the ^ight befofe, accodfpahiidd hy Ifhe artilleiryi 
Withbut meeting the siKghtest opposition frool 
MendizabaS. This general ^^laced pt^fOttsi reliance 
6n a fetr redoubts, with which h^ had svrroMfled 
bis camp. ' •- 

At the break of day,- the French cavalry rushel 
upon the left wing of the Spaniards, and overl>hrMhr 
them. General Girard attacked the right, with m 
force so superior, that he so6n carried the positian, 
ih ti^fte of the vigorous fesistahce Orpp6sed oh' lA^h 
point by the flower of the Spanish troops. Ourivg 
^faesh two^ain attacks, a body of riAemen .;httd 
prevented the possibility df assistance being dis- 
|iiitchedfr6m the centre of the Spaniards lo theit 
tMfi^s, aind'kept them constantly i<i fea*iof m veal 



Attack. Wkien Soult heard of the advantage gained 
6h his right and left, he collected all his troopd 
Ugainst M^ndizabal's 6entre; and by this abletna- 
n'CBUvl^, forced a whole corps of six thousand men 
to lay down their arms. The remainder of this 
Urmy were either killed or dispersed. At^ ten 
o'clock in the morning the conflict was over. ,The 
fugitives fled partly to Badajoz,and partly to Elvas. 
Creneral Mendizabal retreated with his cavalry 
under the cannon of that fortress. This victory^ 
Which was Complete, cost the tredch only tout 
hundred men hors de combat. It opened, as it 
'it^re, the gates of Badajoz, by. the facility which 
it afforded of completely inventing the place on the 
right t>( the Guadiafia, and by the depression oY 
spirits which the diestruction of the only troops, 
iseht to p^roVect them, must have'6icasioned among 
Che besieged. In detaching Mendizabal to the 
Gisadjaria, a great error was tommitted. This ge^ 
Mml, like all Spaniards, was uncommonly brave: 
Inaft ^vhe^e had he displayed tnilitary talents, which 
warranted the hope that he would be able success* 
fully to dbpe with Marshal Soult ? His troops, 
besides, wtere not so sufficiently inured to war, aa 
to be A the trench in ah open country. Lord 
Wellington should have detached Generaj Betes- 
fofd, with the very sadoe Spanish troopa,, and an 
additional reserve of ten thousand English; in 
which case he would have prevented the fall qf 
^adajo2. 

l2 
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On the eleventh of February, Soujjt h&d cau6e4 
Fort Pardalleyras to be attacked ; . and it l^ad beea 
carried, at the point of the bayonet. Tha besieged 
defended theniselves with as much cour^^ge ag 
ability. They made several sorties, which re- 
tarded the progress of the besiegers, and cost .^ 
considerable number of their troops. 'Menacho, 
the governor of the place, was killed iq the last 
sortie of . the garrison, which be wished to coxn« 
mand in person, on. ac<2ountof the importance of* 
its object. He wanted to prevent the copoplelion 
of the covered way, on the part of the French* 
General Imas, his successor, manifested similar 
zeal and valour. The breach bei ng, deemed. piac«r 
ticable on the tenth of March, Marshal SooJ^ ma4# 
the requisite arrangements for the assault. .How* 
ever, before hd proceeded to an e^ctremity, always 
fatal, to both parties, he summoned the. governor, 
who, seeing that a longer resistance was, imposisiU 
We, surrendered the place on the eleventh* ..The 
garrison, consisting of pine tlK)usand men, wet€ 
made prisoners of war. One of the articles of the 
capitulation stated, " that the garrison should 
march out by tha breach ;" which circumstance 
peremptorily refutes the unfounded imputations 
cast upon the defenders of Badajoz. The Frenah 
found in the batteries, or in the arsenal, one bun* 
dredand seventy pieces of ordnance, mortars, or 
howitzers, eighty thousand quintals of gunpowder, 
a large quantity of cartridges for the infantry ; and 
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what was still more precious ta the Mnqueror^f 
ifcvo complete bridgje equipages, in excelleht coYf- 

difroR. 

Tlie satisfaction which these advantages 'musV 
have caused to Marshal Soult, was diminished by 
a reverse experienced, almost at the same time, on 
iAie part of his troops before Cadiz, The plan for 
driving the FVench from tlieir fines had been per- 
fectly Well combined, and the success would have 
been complete,' if, as might have been dbne, suffi- 
cient mearts had been collected for its execution 

• 

On the twefrtieth of February, an expedition sailed 
fVom Cadiz Roads, consisting of four thousand 
English troops, under the orders of General Gra- 
ham, and eight thousand Spaniards. General 
Lapena had the command in chief of the allied 
army. Having left Cadiz on the twenty-first, the 
Kdglish landed at Algeziras, and at Tariffii joined 
the Spaniards, who, owing to contrary winds, 
reached that place only on the twenty-seventh. 
The army began its march on the twenty-eighth, io 
the direction of Chiclana, through Barbate and 
Vayesde la Frontera. The bad state of the roads 
delayed this movement; and it was only on the' 
iburth of March that the aHied. troops came ia 
sight of the French, posted near Chidlana. Gene- 
ral Graham formed the advanced guard with his 
"Column, strengthened by two thousand Spaniards. 
He had taken a position at Barrosa, whilst be was ' 
wtnting for the realt of the army. The commaadexC 
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]^;cl^f|CQfd^f^d him to march to Bermesa, with %r 
T|pw, t9 oppose the attempts, of M^jfi^hal Yict^oi 
against General Lardizabal, who, by a well-direct^ 
§^tac)c behind itie lioe^ 9Cdr i^tipetri, had sue* 
ceeded in opening the qon^munication of the con<-' 
^nenX with the Isle of Leon. The first step to^. 
ws^rdjs this success ha4 been taken by Qeoeral 
Zazas, Mcho, on the first of March, had moved ^ 
body of troops in that direction. On tbe third 
and fourtli, there were som^ satiguinary conflji;ts 
ill that q^aTter: avd it ja to the. be|:oic counig^ 
<}ispiay^d by the Spaniards, that we tPmst ascribe 
lib^ facility with which the French yielded thif 
important po^tto, Geqera) Lardizabal. AdiTkiral 
iP^eith had also d^taqjie^ some ves$els» to threatei) 
(iteveral pp^nts of the eoast, in ^order to l^e^p thQ 
Fr^nqh. jj^oop^ tbejce*. and to din^inisb t^he niijoaiber 
of thefpK^s Ihat might be employed against the 
aroay which forified the e;q^peditioo. 

Sv^ry tbiog had to far siicceeded to tfa^ wish of 
tl^e ajiiies^ tSf or^ral Graham was on his. march! %o 
l^ermesa, when his acoutsjepiprtQd thajt the French 
.i^pearedii^ great force upon the plaia,. aQ4 that 
fh^ wer^ hastily advancing to the heights of Bar* 
rosa. .The English gentftail, being well aw^ar^ tba(( 
|his |p«8itipA woi^d ^fip^iA Manbat YWca th^ 
meatas of l^arasaingt perhaps eveq. of siKjSOiMadiRg . 
the xeai; guard oi4^Q ^^9» iofit^ntly 4»r<i«^ 9^ 
coqutgr^mjHfi^ tp sopppct tfe^ trpppi^^bipfe gM#r4r 
ed 8W»W^ ,^«k> i» mt» ot tjji^. ^e^erj^ WPtl^ 
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#hicb be eKeouted %\m movejatidot, Genetsl Ruffio 

kad aifeady^-^vcfrlhFQIWi^. the SpaniaT4$, aud ^9t% 

Uished himae^f pa |be Itefghts. T^oii^ in^rlor 

ID numbeiS) Creneral Graham ordered the atta^Iif^ 

The English infantry perfoFOifd prodigi^ pff v^- 

)Mir» After a diaadful fir^ of artill^rjr and iKus- 

ketey, wkkh kilkd ojijipy troops, witbput d«pidin|r 

Ihe miMjr, tbe Evglisb rus^^ upon the Freii9^ 

wilb their kayqilets, and reppained inasters pf ^h^ 

field* Manshal Viouwi ^M the whole; three, divir 

aioiia of bis urmyin a Uoe. * The Fjrei^ch gen^r^ 

Vilate wa% Qppoaed to the S|»aQi%^ds^9 a<)f( Gr^^aoi 

imi^to Mtouqter Leval and H'Ujffin. The diatjn* 

guished ability of tbe English gonersil on this occa* 

aionr«i>d tbe uncorampn intre|i|idity«qjr his troops^ 

entitled both to the favours of Fotcti^e; but tbp 

fiof liah were not ^^onded by the §psipi^^ g^!P^i^l> 

Lapenlft. He rearained almost a tranquil apectap 

tor of this dreadful conflict. |}ad he, at t^e very 

kegloBing of tbe ac^iQu* advanced - ^tween tl)^ 

centre aad the riglit wi^g of the French, the i^dd 

of battle wKMiU scarcely have tieen disputed. Yi* 

late, who termed Viptpr's fight, being cut off froc^ 

Ike mher diwiaiona, would have evaci^if^d the lines 

which he was to gufirde;' a^d wph)# bi^vp has^tily 

MleQ back, that b^ migb^ ^ he apfroupdj^^ 

tiiy^l^aj leading Us 09ilu|An to the iffbt^ lyould 

Ibea have thrtalened J))e ^mtm pf il)^ French^ 

yithih MlpoiBbed at tbp faioldn^^s of tbjs n^ceuvre^ 

•nd ft the iottefttdity-of thi|jERgy#Ji^ ifrp^l^ h^vf 
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immediately reftreated, to avoid a de8titicti(yii whick 
taust have been the inevitable eons^ueDce - of ^ 
protracted defence in that pcfeitiop.— *^ The great 
att of war is to conquer by manceuvring mucb^ 
and shedding little blood/' ' * • 

l%is battle was uncommotily' destructiire^ 

thobgh it lasted but two hours, Victxir having 

taken the wise resolution of retiring bebiad hki 

intrenchments at Chickna. The loss of the 

French was very considerable; it was rated at tiered 

thousand men hors de combat^ atnong^whom Miere 

several officers of rank. General Rousseau and 

Colonel Auti6,both highly esteeiiled officers^ WM 

among the slain. General Ruffin was taken piriaoner^ 

after being dangerously wounded. He died on his 

passage to England, in sight of the English coasts 

and in consequence of his wound, which had peel 

haps been neglected; for, on the eve of hia.death^ 

he enjoyed his meals as if he had been m perfect 

health. This officer was a very handsome man, a 

brave soldier, but an indiffisrent general. It was 

entirely to his courage and to his handsame figure 

that he was indebted fof* his rank. He was the son 

of an innkeeper of Bolbee, a small town Hear Hftvag 

de Grace, in Normandy. He died at the age of forty; 

But the French more sensibly felt the loss of tha 

ieagle belonging to the eighth regiment, one ai thl" 

most distinguished in the French atmy. Tbisitroi 

phy was the just reward of the valour dia|ihiy^by 

three comfianies of * the Fool. Gu^rdSy and by the ^ 
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*ighty-sev«Wth regiment, under the csdmrnand of 
Major-General Gough. The French also lost six 
J)iece9''of ^ordnance. Th* vfctory, however, was 
deafly bought by the allies. The English hacl 
twelve hundred and forty-two men hors de combat^ 
and the Spaniards about fifteen hundred ; but they 
kmt lio officer of distinction. There is one cir- 
cumstance, which gives a peculiar character to the 
victoiy of Barrosa — it was the first offensive battle 
successftiHy fpoght by the allies. 
^ After liaring had ttie inoitHlcation of bein^ un- 
able to gather the fruits of hrs labour, in conse- 
quence of the Spaniards having left him alone withf 
hiscohifhn to Oppose the French, General Graham 
jiidged it • useless to occupy Barrosa any longelf 
and returned to the Isle of Leon on the succeeding 
day. ; The people of Cadiz manifested theit indig- 
nation against Lapena's conduct, and he was de- 
prived of a c^mtoiand with which ht ot^ht never 
lo have been entrusted. The only fsiult of wfai<!h 
tbfi general can be acclused is that**of having un- 
dertaken a task beyond his means. To deny hioi 
the merit of bravery, zeai, and patriotism, is ridi^cu^ 
Ibus ; but^as for his talents — ^ ^ 

^^ Tel brilU au second rang ^ qui s^ecUnse au premigf*' 

Tfce siege of Cadiz woutd^have been raisbd, and 
Marshal Victor, with his army half destroyed, 
would have been obliged to retire on Seville, if 



Graham, instead of. being uacl^r LapewW/bad beqi 
tiie GQipn;ianding geper^V Py ^^^^ title, iiyl^e^t 
could tbe Spanish geuerab {ireteod to comnEHin4 i\^ 
English } If it be on account of tbe superioritiy 
; of rank, such a claini,^^perfect^ haravless in tb? 
Spanish army list, becpmes dangerous^, wbei% % 
warlike eqemy ia to be successfijlly opposed: tUl 
demands wetUinfofrmed and experienced oomsaMid^ 
ers. Tb^ virt^es, and tbe brilliant qualtti^, of tho 
general officers on the st^W of the Spaniiih armyt 
entitle them to tbe ntmoat seapect ; biut t|i«y i«uak 
frankly be told that their weU-^dire^d efforts wQuHL 
9090 have accomplished the d0livemrice of Spain* 
baidth^y imitated the Portuguese, wbf> owed iNtit 
ll^epmidence to that eonciliatairy spirit, wbidl 
pa^e them eagerly adopt tbe niffasur^s |H*esffihed 
by tbe English, both for theorg^nissatiofH^f the army, 
and {b( tj»f general ^dpiiniatration of thfsj kingdom* 
On tbf vwsf day th^( Vict^ wa9 defeated^ 
liaaaena was leaving S«ntareni, uudei the cover of 
nighty on bia return to Spain* Ever since tbe Mt 
of January, nothing of importance bad occurred 
between tbe two armiea, whipb bad remained lin^ 
molested in their quarters; except^ Uiat tbe Freaek 
had reconnoitred the English on the nineteenth 
of Jtouary, when the English posts were obliged 
%o quit Rioin£uor« General Junot attacked that 
village with a large body pf cavalry and iD&Qtiryjf 
but ho wt(bdrew aU^ogt inatantlyj bwmg bee« 



Vroiinded in the ^e ly a rifleiBaii* The copMt-^ 
nic^tiofls wi^. Spain bad been ten^fif^ extrfiftely* 
difficult-by the newly *fwine^. corps of Portuguese 
^ilitia, which, under (Ipe d^ers of ^ngliykoffioers^ 
^rere pot afraid of difpvting the patipfe of eacorta 
(Rearing dispatches^ tboiigb these often cwfti«tai0f 
(rom two to three thouaand meii. Col0t\al GraM 
particuJf^rly dialingUMbed himself^ Ife. bsA seve^t^ 
ral ^ogagsiment^ with General GlafiireA9> . new 
Guarda and Cavilhi»o,j|i wbjch b<p djsfbtyed wmfik 
qoplneas and Mgacity. Ganet al SiJ v^ra and Cokite 
oel Trant iOfto deserved Lpidf WeJUiiigtoo's piaisc, 
fer their se^n^ices i» the nejghboufhood o^ Coiito 
brb. iFiodiiig himflell thu^aunfwaded, IVla^saeM. 
diatribntpd to hi^imops thf pfoifisionaAe bad IWt*! 
a^ being wtll awaae that be sbould,4oae h^ anp^ 
if be nr^iched against ibe aliks, ciNtMneni^ed bif 
relTiOgrade nsovieipent io Ihe aigjbt irflhe,fiUi tothie 

sixth of March. t »' 

Foi; sevei^l day a paml fae^ had sent eS ,1m h&mm 
ha^age and oomn^issafiat^ under the protectioa oC 
aBumerous escort, o»,tbejQad to Moad^o. H^ 
bimseif foj|k>wed m tb* same direetioa* wi* lb* 
Wlin part of bis army, liord WeMingjon iiaaoMdiete^ 
]^ began |he pimuU : . bia adf«nr9ed guard cattie u|l^ 
wkb th<^:KrenQhtS«pr-guiFrdo» the ninth, nearifeMN 
bal. The English cavalry made vomy 6m <^b9i9Myi 
Ibe iofantrjr eaold iNot arrive ia time to^altack 
t^eea^efif^ before aight;^ and the Igfineh ft-"-"^--* 
AeiiMlYes qi thisi ciiitiMMtenQe: to CMtuMtt 
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maffctK On the eleventh- Massetra took a position 
on^the hetgbto of Redinha, where he iVas attacked 
the next day by the En^h 4rmy. Being: hard 
pusAied dn his fronts af»d tamed on his left, th^ 
French genettt^^ordered his advanced guard, which 
liiifered much on the passage* of the Redinha, t(y 
Mi back, and -at nfight he fiiarched by Cohdexa to 
Poote de Msrcella. As he wished to giTe his trair> 
file neeeisarf time to leave the road un^»trircted, 
MifMina tooira strong position on the right bank of" 
iktk river Ceinij leaving but an advatimd goard ^fi^^^ 
the ieft, near T02 d'Aroace. This, village, which 
wtts occirpied by the French, was assaulted by the 
English, and several times taken and mtakea. Ift 
th« night, Masseha contiiiued his retr^t, after ha* 
flpig destroyed the bridge on the Ceini. The en^ 
|ageme0t winch took place on tlie fifteenth was 
Tcry jskivf , and Lord Wellington would have 
most probably succeeded 10 forcing the enemy to a 
900eral battle, had not bis march been retarded by 
tf thick fog, which lasted ail the uioniing. The lo»s 
of the ^English in this affair was about four hundred 
tien, kilted or wounded. The French acknowledge 
only two hundred men Aofi cfe combai; whilst the 
^d bodies, left on the field of battle, exceeded 
llnt^^umber. Their loss must have amounted t0 
tiNlflt eight hundred. 

.* From the fifteenth of March to the second of 
April no engagement took place, excepting a few 
nkirmithes of small impiortaaice. Hie natUM of 



tlieg^QQdl^astfliavaurofitlie French* Columnst 
sufficiently strong td.atta<^ thtoi with advantage^ 
coujd rarely 1^ scbI; on their flanks ; and. whenever 
the ground would allow this m^iiGeuvre on tb«i 
part of the English gcmeral, Massenahastily j^tired 
to establish himself, in his turn, on almost impreg^ 
nable rocky ground, where ageneml attook hy matn; 
force would }^9Lve exposed the allied army to a great 
Joss, without , attaining any sooner the ohfcct in* 
{ended, viz. the evacua^tioq of Portugal, which the 
want of provisions would infallibly eiFect a few 
days later. Jt is true that a rejir^ting army, ao4 
especially a French retreating army, is not far fii«n 
its destruction, when^t has at its heels a good ge- 
neral with numerous troops, and is . haraisecl oo 
its flank and line of opefations by a brm^ {feople^ 
desirous of being avenged, and freed fmaatoheir op^ 
pressors: but there are cjrcuoistaQces which jMrill 
not allow the pursue^rs to profit by the canfusioiii 
generally prevalent in a retres^ting army ; wd thft 
same ground, which at Busaco had afforded Locd 
Wellington the mean^ of victory over th€ impetuont 
!^J[assenai now gave the latter similar ad vaiitageA 
on his evacuating Portugal. Marshal Sa^e, in hit 
' Memoirs on. War, chapter the twelfth, observes — 
^^ that a proverb, which recommends thebuHdmg.^ 
a go f den bridge to a retiring enemy ^ is. generally re- 
ligiousjy followed, though jt is one formed upoa 
false principles. A retreating enemy opght to b^ 
closdy pi^h^d, a{id, vigorously pursu9i^iA|i4 bisap^t 



pareiKly ine retreat nv^ill bood b^ ccAT^rted ittto a 

rout M««y ^iteratey however, do not 

Ifte to ewd liie war so aoofa/' But, in 9{>f te of this 
great Mithority^Tt is oartaio that the strong (>ositions,* 
#hich the mottntainous- couotry from Satitarem t5 
Almeida «ffbnl8» al' very ahort distaffiees from each 
•(tier* WQuld not allow the alUea to |ietform moT^ 
llian they did. The last conflict between the two 
aniiie»loaJ( place on the third of April, near Sabu- 
gah Colooel Becltwith cammenced the engage-* 
■lent*. The French posts having fallen back, tfa^ 
Soglrsh, who puiaued them, found themselves sC 
lacked by a force so superior, that they were obli* 
ged to retreat to the army, whoAe march was im- 
peded by the badness of the tbads, and especially 
by • liuifficttne, attended with great raitas, which 
prevented tmy irtew of what was pass/tng. Lord 

s 

Wellidgtoii placed himself «at the head of his cO- 
kqiQa^ attacked tlie eiiemy in flank and front, and 
drove ahem flrooi their position. Two hundred 
Ffeoch were left dead on the field of battle. Mas- 
tawi recrossed the Agueda with his whole army! 
feaviog only a garrison of three thousand men in 
AlowidiS under the orders of General Brennier. 

The allies could not undertake the siege of 
Ikirt Ibftress, because they wanted the supplies, 
afid particularly the heavy ordnance requisite for 
such an operation* Lord Wellington, therefore, 
determined tot blockade the place, his informers 
having >epignd that Massena bad not been able 
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^inl9oiI\)toe xkate than one month's prof Mens into 
the town. As soon as his Lordship had finished 
the arrangements, by which all communications 
lietween the garrison of Alniieida and the French 
were cut off, he left the neigfabourhood of Almeids 
th the tMrteenthr of April, under the idea that the 
9|)^rations on the Guadiana demanded his presence. 
iBteneralSfr Brent Spencer was appointed to supply 
the place of the commander-in-chief during his 
Alienee. Oeneral Beresford, who had been de* 
taehed to Alentejo, after the engagement at Pom* 
M, had reached Portalegre on the twentieth of 
March. On the twenty-fourth he advanced tp 
Campomayor : the French had evacuated this 
t^lace, ^nd established themselves on the heights, 
in its rear, with some infantry, supported by four 
regiments of cavalry. The English marched boldly^ 
up to them. The fifteenth regiment of light dra-' 
goons, consulting only their courage, pursued this 
fdgitives under the cannon of Badajoz. But they 
Were in their turn pursued by fresh troops, which 
tfme to the assistance of the infantry at the tim^ 
that General Beresford, ffom the superiority of his 
numbers, was attacking them with advantaged 
This seasonable succour facilitated the retreat of 
the French. T^eir loss was rated at six hun- 
dred meh ^ t\m of the English at about three hiln* 
dred. The allies quartered their troops in the en^ 
viroDs of ''f Ivas, that their reinforcements might 
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have tfOlt to arrive, w tbey intended to act #q tl|€ 
offeosive upoQ the left bank of the Giiadiaoa. 

On the fourth of Aptfih General Beresforc} 
^ected the passage 6f this river, experien^jag 
iicarcQijr any oppo9iti(^ Marsbal Soult, after h^ 
ving (uipplied Badajoz^ had withdrawn thegreat^^ 
^t part of his troops towards Andalu^i^. £(4. 
comtnitted the fault of leaving only five hundred 
men in QUveoza, when the extent of the place 
• required, at least, three thousand. If he^did M| 
iatend to keep this post, he ought to hwe blown 
up»the fortifications, and sent the ordnance, atoni^i 
and troops to Badajoz. The English quiclciy 
availed themselves of this defect. General Cole 
invested the place on the twelfth of April. On 
the fifteenth he opened his ba^tceries, and the gp^ 
vernor surrendered on. the very same day. To ^^>^ 
cilitate this operation, General Beresford il^ad 
marched to Lerena. On the sixteenth the cavalry 
of the allies defeated a French detachment, and 
took a great number prisoners. The retreat of the 
French to Guadalcanal, and Lord Wellingtons^ ar* 
rival at Elvas, determined General Berefford to re* 
irograde, in order to concert measures with his 
Lordship relative to the siege of Badajoz. The .first 
conference took place at Elvas oh the twenty-firsl^ 
On the twenty-second the twogenerals reconnoitred 
Badajoz wU^ great care. I'be garrison ^ made a 
ftroog sortie against their esporjt, and liim repuUef^ 
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• 

Xhe si«ge.WM resolved ypon; iHit t|i6 oyerfloi^uif 
of the Gustdiana bayiog prevented the ponMruqlii^g 
of bridg^vtlNB fUii^s poQ6ne4 t^mselre^ a 0^ 
i^if^^ QP |he two hfmks pf t|ie river* Oq- t|^ 
ihird of '&|a)^ the i?a«tlM§ proving very fioc^, nq^ 
j^ W#toqi^ of, ttpe Gq^di«»a being much redpool^ 
, t^foOHHupiciitifina were wqur^, ^^^ (he trei^chefi 
^ri^edr ^isi»enil Pkilippqa, tPVemff pf B|»dajo9t 
il^pdid thejAppr^nphM of the plAi:^hy weU*i;ime4 
WMTtieSr 91)4 hy iatreqckmeats, or ca^iiter-afi^ 
pTMohes, whi(¥h rttfMrd^d a»9 puf^esj; ^ th0 beaie^- 
#18^ On the tenth he iwd^ af(9rtie wif h tyHt^§ \mt^ 
And iDWi^ to«4^ l^ossefi^iw^of the trench, which li^ 
d WP ay dtlwM retim^ted p^Iy before $ ^up^rior ferofl. 
. Qn tb^ Iwelftb, QeDoiftl ^^reaford vr^fi ipvformed 
thfit Miffbsilf Solvit. h«d left Seyilie on the t^ntb, in 
QBd(tf«to ihitHir provieioM. into 6%dejo2. He ther^^ 
IblSiietermiiedtomieeHtheai^gtt, aod to GOllee^trat^ 
•U hiaf^veee^for thp^ purpoae of giving battle to this 
S^Qoeh. He seni all the impiementa of the si^ge 
^ EivWi ahd. took a position near Albuera. Qo* 
Mfs^l Blake reinforeed the allied army with kis 
tVQopa, inikm nighla of the fifteenth and sii^CeentlP* 
At eight o'doek. in the mwoiiig* Mimhftl Soult 
MaMittvped on ' the fi^k of the allie9, to cross thf^ 
am^^rifdr Aihuera; andi by a change of dil^- 
ftiQQ 09 ibk right* ha mawhed two columns of ip« 
tMiiry^ and one of cavalry, as if he had iqtended tP 
lakeihe tlUag(e.of -AUHiera. The object of these 

flwveiiieiits wes to nask the margh gf h» mw^ 
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h&if of infantry, whkti wanted to cut off thec60i'* 
munieatiotis of the alKes with Olftenza, by Val« 
Terde. General Beresford gnesMdl the intentions 
of Marshal* Soutt: He entrusted Bltke with the 
defence of that wing, ihd Had it supported by Ge* 
Acra! Gole, The attack having hecome general, 
the Spaniards were drrven from Uieir poiitibos ; 
but the defence of llie Eog lish wte obstAiate. Tiie 
tnomeottry confusion, oecanoned . by the s o c teea i - 
^1 chaff^e of a body of Polish lancers, ^Vras soon fe* 
liiired by the intrepidity of the soldiers; who, in 
-the btoken reghnents, fought man to mm with 
theas. The principal meritof the Poles ^ctmsisfed 
in their novel equipment. The generals, 'Wiro 
conimanded the English di^sieos, did not waft 'for 
orders, to act with their eohimns; > Whet^ver the 
danger was greatest, thither they marched wi Ufa the 
utmost rapidity; and manceuvred widi sOHnitch 
ability and boldness, that tkiey snatched the vtts- 
tory from the Freneft, odd feroed (hem bacA^* to 
the positions, whieh they occupied before tffe bflf» 
tie. Generals CcJ^, Sewait, iIamilton,'AUen,. and 
floBghton, covered themselves with glory. *Thts 
latter ^11 breathless, bsing struck by a chain»sh'ot^t 
the moment thBthe was charging the French «*4ke 
head of bis troops, and forcing th^m to s^traat. 
-The conflict ceased towards three o'ciotli m rUe 
'afternoon ; and tho* combatants were struck wiiti 
horror at the dreadful havoctfaay badmddeia eaoh 
other% ranks. The loss of the « 4 wo armies was 
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MtM at nearty twenty IkmisMir iaen km 4i€^m^^ 
Ma, whUsttbe totti cf tbetr forc^ dMiiotiiMrali 
•ice«l4bvtjr thousand. '. . > * »> 

; ' Marakil Soiiit had, h6werer, ibcompli^ifd 
bis dqttcfc^ for be' had foicedtbe EagtMrh to. nmk 
ittBiniege at BsLdBjm: and he judged it usalei^ 
fl^jrbjei^s ewii danger<iiia» to mne^ the eagageMSdti 
0|i^ theseVehite^th^ bemanoeuvred .onihvi right, u» 
ider«oi^tM€ his ouoieibusc^vahy ; tind ^^ter haviflfg 
ipurcd ^apitaraiicea^' l^^'Cqntum tug two ' days in tbl 
tid%fabiawtoodiof th^Btlpes/ •aa ilNto4iid vriibed'to 
4riiaiiMga^bem tnoe' niOTOt be wtMMbi^ l|i«^^ 

tN-The alavgbter of AlbMn obghfr 1(o #a#4Mni 
lil0«rf etrest oaiiswe upon the two |;eMiii8(> HfHb 
^VMB the- wanton authors of it. -^Had "GeiMltiil 
Bemfoid lieen;f»iible of the adV«Maigi$^ wbioh 
G«o#al Wifce's amvslf gttve hiin, be iimould nm 
liare iiiaed tha siegs ofBadajM; Assisted bjr^ilfa 
«fal of the !ii|habitaiits^ of*£stremad<ira« be. ta%bli 
jh* fifp days, Ymm drawn lines lof Motravallatiw 
and ctfcumyallatiCMi. These WP^^' bav# paralyia4 
the Polish ^emmfary, Wiilcb merely gained a ins* 
flientarysuca^ssi from a kihd<rfatupar, snd^nly 
ocdasiotied by the leagtk of their lanons ; ^ ^n^ 
aboM «l^ by the .floating of a liMfe red flag, tb«|. 
jb^pir^d terror, abMd^ i^ rs b^t a si%iOMaffi^% 
aiaiofil^ the stafa tbap fat a rtiginMOlaiiiipefllil 
MmUfsA Sdtfit wfii^d kmm beoii. deiftt«i, mim^ 
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<iraiild} ni<Moiw« 1ibv« liteii dUiged t^ itttickii 
intreochmeats tl^e same alBaSf who, cnwiJMiltp 
fecMmte friRins ef Albueni, fineed hMli.«i» fall 
iMk. MifiM fiouAt tlabhad becA iiifci— .U It 
jAeiwghliof ^e ftftMntib to tiMsixtaeadh^ Chatite 
aUm htA ffaiaed Iheaiege, Md that GaMral^iiip* 
4P0I1 waa dettDayiiif their waakik What then tony 
iha hii db^iust ta ghrii^ baMk ? Hki waMitMmm 
iHimtiiitjr ia^atulBoMit guafahtaetfaat faa watmi 
Offged hy tht.hMMiie dai^re^ apiliiiig bkML ' iltft 
Ibi vifbl hiM MHUMeuwed Oil the .auitaraiii» -m 
he did on the aeventeeoth; and by tbia aUfae aJb^ 
pwtm 4»d immMif ffaMeii^, he .ilolrid Have 
0mikkmm^y not *oteiy equal ta paint rf tak aH fc 
hH*««i0n 'fiir : auperi^ to hk oaatei, 4iy )llle|Mi^ 
4eMe«iAahiHafbi$combiii«iiM». tf^inumsk^ 
mg tb» allted aray« hfaaihal Soalt ea»aaliad'oaiy 
ihit fidieaioas selftJieM^ lirhieh Bwkei the gaaaaal 
laloiait aecpndaqr to the gratifieaeiaQ <of vantey, ha 
aMiidfiaarMithiferterrible cfaasttsaawat heteoahreri^ 
hgMfae Upa 0$% iMiltiti^tle t>f baam aoidiara, ^whma, 
kamiing bad cof t htm so aaaay fatigiHi, aad hy the 
4tafeh af'hia patiiaate fiiiend^ Oeneiat Viati^ iwhos 
$lr kwenlf f eata, had bhea to him ^rbatSaidiiter 
«n ^ Ba0ni|iaite-4iia *ithfai^'Ooaipaaiaa<>ia 
iNi^aarf hip eonidential amnlata. ¥eiM #BHt 
MhevQhMnd IHaughtoa^ ^«|t*S ^ ^ hMi^af 
\m ttaopt Ma Jaraaaai h i a i uH M atj a'hFavelMMteA 
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•ml « god* f ti#iofflc«f t Iwi lie «teoMd failfariter 

gi6fiefiiK 

Mardflaf SouU^Miglit td \mv€ ^ongrit oiated Imfltolft 
c«l nMhkvifig hAd, ILorA WtUington to eatmmt^ 
in ^m ftfMtto t^fh6 0hrte*ii^, wb«piobab)y wwikb 
faavti pftid^ fittilt dearer foi^ hi» temerity. But i^« 
jknrW, tbalMii^iena w««oU6Ctii^ bis aMiy to 8»€*^ 
<^b«ir AiiMtdft^ htd MlM Ms Lordftkip back to tfis 
Mtth. On tbe sMOiid ^ May, Masseofi aciwilljf 
i^NMed lb* Aguedd) lit Ciidftd*Ro4rigo. :On %km 
ikmt 4«y, he moved hie afoiy to tbo AMlW^ u%m 
Carpio and Gale^M. Oo cbo thifd^ be mareheft 
hi tbe direetioti of Akoiedii* flie aiied enay ks- 
liiftiibled nviM Fuentea^-^Ottom^ with the eliaeip<t 
lik>n of Getier^ Pack's colutiiD« which iMtordcap^d 
to eofitiBtre tte^ blockade of Almaida* Lonl Wei« 
Kngtoii peMed b^s left on the fains of Foit-Con^ 
ception^ ai^ bb ri^ht on Nava-de*'Aval. Thia^poiif 
4iHoa was unoomdaonly Maoag, aatcepi iha righl 
Mtremity between Nava-da^Avel and jPoiobdioa 
where it wa[S fo4sibl# Ibr Ae Faaadi vavaky to 
aet. MaiaeM, who i«d 0ot yet sadooaaatried tha 
ground, ordeied tj^ 'Mtk ompf^: to ntKb^Hie ai^ 
tance^ guard af ffke aUias, add taka^posaaaiion si 
Fuentes-de^neiai %i^bi<ih walk acciii^ed by Lord 
Wellingtoa's eaatie. Tlim tillage sKrassearail tioiaa 
ariMH and retakMK If oibiog eauld a^jiial the ^M 
stinaay «f tiia oombatantsi hut A^ hMrety^^ 
thia aantiiimy ^oniu* stndad m » mil JgpMi 



meafeito share the possession oF i|» pcbt. Mte». 
•n states ialMtep€W«~'V);^at I^rd WeUio^^ 
filled the a venlies of this village, as well as th^ walls* 
sital aocks on its flanks, with trpofis : .end that, by 
all poastble meatis, his tordallip rendered the pc^* 
dMpation of the greater part of the vi\i%^e egtr^mety 
difficmtC^ He adds-*'' thai w hen he saw^ the pos-^ 
session of the village would cost the army too .high 
ft price, he aiade the requisite' errangeBieiils.fi^ 
another, species of attact, — that he reccmnoilrad, 
with care the flanks of tfie enemy ,-^that he fuiM«l> 
acdessable ground near Nava-de*Avel, — and that 
thither be resolved to inarch his army.'' i 

• Massena then, by his own confession, was d^^ 
feated on the third, and obliged to adopt a aew. 
plan. . Oft the fifth, at break of day,^ he attack€^ 
the right of the allies, with the flower of his troops. 
Posobftllo was ctirried with the bayooett after a 
^pigoious resistance* The French cavalry, which 
lUTd farouied this attack by manoeuvring in the 
•ear of the position, wss kept in cheek by the fica 
of General Hoftston's eoliitnfi. Lord Wellington, 
neverthtieis, tbnikght his lifte was too far extend? 
4tL Bj^ ooacentniting hi» tro(4)s, he lost, it is^ 
•rue, IriacomiBuaicatipn with Sahugal ; *Jbut h^ pve^ 
venli^d thA approach of the F(eacb to Almeida, 
which, was 'the great dbjtftk of Ma^seda's attack^ 
Slie^allibdjarmy' changed /its fjaant on'^,capitte« 
tfaefight wing Adling in the.rear. Geoerals^Uou^- 
9n^ Cumiutd^ aiiA Stapleasn Cottani^|)atfoane# 



IH MTAIR AND PORTUGAL. ,IB3 

.this^oveaieta^ witbthe greatest precision, .though 
harassed by » wry superior forc«|. Gen^fal Moot- 
bruB galiiad. some a4v«ntage ov£r those ijeteched 
troops, tbift «|ere slow in joinipg their divisions. 
The prompit assistance, afforded whe«fyer,it was 
.r«quisite,.r§R(Jered the attack of scarcely any im- 
porta.9Cp, though Massena had built upon it the 
iM>^ oC,?i complete victory. He was not more 
fe)rtun?ite in his, attempts against Fuentes-rd^- 
Onora, though h% aacrificed" the. choicest troops of 
tbf> ninth (;orps, which formed bi» centre. Whea- 
«f 0( th« French appeared, the English retreated, 
•in. excellent order, and under a continued fire, to 
tbeup^r part of the village, where well-placed 
batteries destroyed whole ranks of the French 
columns, and forced them to iak§ .flight. Arrange- 
B)ent», so well combined oo the par^ of the allies, 
conriqced tl^e French general that he had no re- 
source left but to retreat. He was ashamed of 
bwng forced to leave Almeida to its fete : and m 
order to repair, as much as possible, the reverse 
which he M J"»t experienced, he had recourse to 
■««ifice. On the sixth, he kept his position. Oa 
,a»e.8eTeftth, he sent orders to General Brenuierto 
tWow up the fortiecations of Ajmelda, and retire, 
#ith hif garrison, to BarbadeUPuerco, whence he 
.was to mw0i to Sanfelices, crossing the Agueda, 

B^ that village. \ • 

.In conibrmity with these orders, General Bren- 
nW loaded with. powder the mines, which had 
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been pre^teA for tb^^destrtiet^n of the moM im« 
|)iorfof]t #t>rks. He spiked i the urtWery, and ren- 
dered the ammunition, im€ provmiofffr 6f every 
kind, unserviceible. On ttiri tenlft, lie impafted 
his ofders to the principal officere of the gatrtaon^ 
acquaititingthetn with the danger they were aboilt 
to encounter, and the measures he had taken. He 
then conducted them to a spot, whence he poittad 
out the direction which he intended to follow in 
his march. When he left tli# place, at ei^teb 
o'clock at night, he gave the watehWc^ : ** JJn*- 
naparte and Baya/rd** His advanced guaHl ealMa 
up with the English posta at the moment t4te 
mineii exploded, and blew up the ramparts. ' Tlie 
spirit of the attack, and the superiority of nUtf- 
bers, easily bpened a pa rage for the* head of the 
column : but it wafc inuch harassed on its flanki, 
and the rear-guard w^s cut to piedes. Such in- 
deed must have been the fate of the whole garri* 
son, bad Lord Wellington employed the wise pre- 
caution of drawing lines of cbntr^vallattoo. The 
delay, which the attack upon such MnM i^ouid 
have occasioned, would hsve given trftite to cdllNtt 
the blockading troops ; and Breiinier wdttM b«^ 
received the cbastiseinent dne to hiis ndvel plan M 
action. There was ho disgrdee in surrenUering*) 
anarttay of forty thousand then, wMtA had Ji*t 
gained a signal victory over the trodpl diatin*#*l 
succour Almeida. General' »&r*iinier hii'bewi 
higbiy extolled for hawing sufccted^d Hi- i^cbiftg 
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t^e bridgre of Stirifellces oh thk tAmiii^ 6f <tm 
eleirenth: fcut, hiwJ He perished \tith hisr ti^h6^ 
iidhivM, ts he «fiust ineVhably have dahe,' if fte 
Englrth had ' be^tk ihore vigilaht, hisr cohdeftt 
^buld justly haVe tree^l Migihatized lEife th&t of a 
fooUhiirdy toan, Who consults nothing biit hife oWn 
gloiyi^tid Trail ton ly sports with the liviti bftbe 
ilidtficluals under his tommancl. Besides, by did* 
fitfoying the Torts and war-iike stores of Alitfdda, 
he had placed himself without the pale of the afc- 
eu^toflied Ww* of War ; and it would have been btlt 
an act of j ustice, on the pftrt of the allifed Mdf^ 
if they had fallen upon the fugitive*, and W- 
fuserf any quarter, or, at least, if they had S€f* 
verely punished the oflGcer who had dared to ^6* 
late usages, cohsecrated by ages anfiotig civili^^ 
natibns. Creneral Brennier would have incurred 
lesi bl^tne, if he bad left the place and the maga* 
zin^s uhtouched. His inovetnent, ih ihat CM^^ 
would have appeared a vigorous sortie, the tineir- 
pected success of which might have suggested tb 
him the idek of using it to avoid captivity. Hfs 
unwlirtantable destruction of the works and ^tote^ 
of Slifieida deprived Lord Wellington's army ilf 
the supplies, 4^icb they had lawfully earned Willi 
thn pfectous "tiloodl shed in the battle of Fuetikei* 
de-'Otiora. ' \ ' * " 

fie 'toss of the MY^U, ftbm the thir^Tdf Uiy to 
th^fenth, amountgdtb about three tbou)iand Meo 
hbfi He cmhii: thdt of the 'fVeiicfa to Act^t ibdr 
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AhoQsaacL Theif pripcipal Iosr wasoccasiqned j^ 
^ ridiculous oiMtiiiacjf, vitb wbiqh tUey pq^* 
4J$ted in tb^ attempt to driv^e the £ia^lis)||i &oip 
FiteDtcs^e-^Onora. Had it not been for tbia fault, 
tbey. would not bave lost more (ban the allien. 
Lord Wellington, aware of Massena's ardent dis* 
position, ably availed bimself of the advantagj^aaC* 
forded by the groynd, as be had done at BusacQ. 
This second reverse wounded the vanity of the 
French general to the quick ; and 1^ determined 
4tP'reaiga. After having recrossed ibe Aguad^ 
,yrith bis army,, be left Spain, under pretence of 
being in a bad state of health. Mass^na vyas sue* 
ceed^d in his command by Marshal Mannont. 
Tbough greatly mortified at the escape of tlie 
French garr|son from Almeida, Lord Wellingtop 
could no^ipipute^^o his brave army a w^asure,ihe 
attempt pud success, of which were alike impro- 
liable* Hy» Lordship justly lavished the highest 
ipraisps on his troops ; and both Houses of Parlia* 
^ent unanimously voted their thanks to the con- 
querors of Busaco and Fuentes*de-Onora. Ii>* 
^stead of becoming the boasted prey of Massena,so 
c^ebrated for the vivaci^ of his attacks at tbe 
^i)e^ of the advanced guards in Italy, Portugal was 
freed ^ from the presence of French armies ; and 
their expulsion being the glorious result of vie- 
tory^^every thing announced that the kingdom^ 
wou^ long be safe against a new invasion. But, 
i}ptiyit^j2W|^injg; this happy prosp^t, Lord We|- 
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liHgtoii>iau«td the wotks of Almeida te be ii 
dintetjr fepaired, in cirder to wcure that placa 
i^inst a coup de main^ He coitld not have eboaen 
•m mbre iivq^iiffable poitft fbr the general storehouse, 
tftftefHrmy, whdther he tn tended to continue on |he« 
defeMive, or whether circumstancea would permit 
bii^to pea<6tra[te into Spain. His Lordship wm 
mfesidinf i^ver the €$xecation of these nueaMU'eSti 
when<jreneral Beresford infixtttd him of Minhai 
poult's maieb to tlie relief •f Bad^ioa^ and exprtj , 
ed the aatisilicfion whicblle Md faia army should 
feel In fighting und^r his directimis, provided \m 
iiOidabip's presence was nM necessary to obserfe 
Masae^a. , ; 

; Xofd Wellington accofdiagly set out from Al^ 
m^da» on the sixte^th of Hmyt imd- arrived ott^ 
the niaeteeotb- at Slvaa^ wbere ba ' received 
the report of the haltjc of Alto^m* He learolt 
with pleasure, that Bidi^a had been inyeateA 
anew on the salna day,*-^khat< Soult vas in futl re^ 
treat towards SeviHe>-^od that General Beresford 
greatty harassed his tear guattl, with tbe flower ^ 
the allied army. HiaJLordabi^ immediately ufidet^ 
took .the directi<Mi of « tbe operations on tba Qm^ 
diana. Tbe trenches- vare npened before Badifoa io 
tbi^nigbt of the twetMy-ninth tothethirtiitb. of Mnjff 
On the alKth of June, the breaeh» fn^dn m ForC 
lianchiialovttl, waa^judftwl pvac«icabi«» The assault 
#ras made^itfi tbaf.sam* day, tQwarda ten o'clock in 

4be»vwinci kmtM spit^ of thn mhm vf^ti^^ a^ 
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6»}flflRs» lliey frem repuhed ; becaute^ %cmtt)fj' 
ib the rules of the ^rt, ttiey ha4 Mt ttkiii th^ 
precaution oJP being mastidn of the diiob, in order W 
liferent tbe edtrtince of tbe bttieged kMo it. *Thii» 
blufadvr, 01) tbe pCLtt of the Efigliih engineer, ba4 
ijbv eseaped tbe observation of the PMneh governor^ 
PbilippoA! As ioon as it w«* night, bift bad 9Ut 
minera into tbe ditch, to clean the fbot of tl» 
breMb, atid tbds 'tender it h)r>practicri>le. 'l¥^hen 
tM fingltob Mme, they ' not t^ly eould not rMMi 
th^ «teep br«Mb bjr <rliiifbtng» but their fodders blio» 
jMfoved Coo short, on a6coiAtt of the height to 
#bich tho miiwrft had r«iMd tile new pafafMrt, 
After three very sanguinary attempts, they #ef^ 
eMiged to VMirfe* th« IhHngiigainst SanchriMe^al 
#ttB continue OCT tti^ 1bH«>w{ng days t and on fb# 
ninth tbi bfeitcb was tgaki judged practicable. Lctd 
Welftngtota ordei^ ft fn^h MMtilt of the fort iit the 
t^HMrdg: but the sarae^^^tacles were encMn« 
teml as in tMs evening df the siictb x because the 
same fkuh had been ifccMflttiTtted, The troo(ksdis« 
l^yed an mdoutdnd hMi'^eff worthy of a better 
ftsuR; tind theirlost wm itt^teased by their chsiU 
fiMy iw cpntinuing M tftb fodC of the breach t 
iK)Mlime« on thedefeM{i«,«nd sdibetimes renew^ 
inf^the dttmnpc to scale tbe Wttll, in tbe conalaiit 
6xpe6tiflon that Fortune Would reward Cbeir inti%* 
pidity. It roqttirM perefllploiy etders Ami Loid 
Wellington io withdraw tbefli flwii eo perilow • 
pCMt, to# •» MMdM the«i VMMIl W ll|»^Mlll|^ti 



fiia^fiMitlHMbr MlbseiMii t at bti«g UMble to 9x«* 
mttitecoq^maiidrt^ ciiiefr, ivIiAiifid tlM^irentire 
Mnfifkttoe ond attacbtteM*.' - 
- Xbe Md Mtull; i0f thdie two Miwlta, aod (he 
4fefiK 0f tha preparaciooa *€f the FwMfb for the 
|iiicr.of AadHJoz, dMirouned Lord Weill Dg€o<| 4(» 
fimi^of^ th# tfonquMt of thaV i^cci, 4»» a oiove 
iJMroHraUk oppottuiittjr. , On the teqth* onkfP 
4MM. given to. raise the siege. The unexpected 
o^positiaD, wkich If anU d^uU bad tmt mith 4t 
Jblbiieaa^ iadiiMd hm not i'tnfiw the attark^but 
aritfa iittinbers sopMor to tboae affile aUia«»^ A 
fe* dafaidtortbe sanguiiMry batAe dfAlbamii»te 
Im4* lMe9 ftitnisbed arkfa fmh at idanra thait tb# 
B u jiis l i cavalry, AiMif h inferior in aimbert vm 
HQi adtoid of oieetisg ibe Pre och. On tb# |k»v«iityr 
fifth ol May, Ganaral Mootbani attacVd GrwernI 
Luwlpy, near Ueagie. He fancaed tlwt the bare 
jNght <tf his numerous^saiumne would induce the 
iUias ta male a precipitate oalreati How ^gieaft 
then auiet hav^baen hii aurpriaei. when be 9«tK Im 
advanced guard, eMaJMing of tbrae 9egi»eiiMi 
boldly attaebiMl, and cioaH)l0lely ov4#tbrown^ by 
tiap third vagiaseat of doagoon guarda, aupfNartad 
kf the* fourth! The resiik 4]f tbia afciniii»h 
•trefigtheaad Marafaal Souk's appmhenaiona of 
ndr hsMig atioog eaough lo tooountar Lord nWoI^ 
iiaigto*. : Ha ordered Marshal IMarmoat tra join 
Mim MK therijtediana, ivvtith*tiie ehoioaat.lmQps cf 
4tib aeiqUaC fbfliugal. Msaanont wmjmH dUeto 
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iMteihe tmiAtotm of Cradad-IMrfgd^biMM dft 
fifth of June ; <>ii*lll^ tbirteeMlllie reached l4lli^ 
raz, on the Tagus, astf on^ tllk eigfalMotir, lift 
formed hii ^miefioto with Soult itt tke beigbbiiur- 
liood of MMda. ' Oil tbft teventeentlh Ldfd WeU 
Irngton had set out frmti (MsHn^e Radajoi, iHmIi| 
e^er shidft the vaising'of the siege, dad bei^ jdfMriy 
bhx^aded^ His Lordship dM mot Cfaidli proper 
Either to maiefa to the Freoeb, or to tedt for tkmti 
IPhe V94i<ile allied artnytroMd dVer tolliexiglit batofMi 
bf the Guadiaiia, andtook'a posilmi oa tiwCSdf** 
fe the neigbbourbeod of Afioaehes. Soult ^and 
UiMMtA arrived at Badqoz om the , t#Mti«lili Oft 
^fe twentj^mc9nd tkey OHVclied a^ron^ Md^ttf 
"Wbops to> £lvaa^ and Canip^-Mayor ; iB wohvli 
cov^ thieni, while they reconnoitred theenmtyiitif 
thoae two places^ and procured accurate aoeoutita 
of the Allied army. They returned to Bad^focp 06 
the same day, satisfied with haying reliertd thtl 
place, and undoubtedly convinced, initbeir owtt 
minds^ that Lord Wellington was in a situaiioa to 
fhis^rate all their ulterior aibrts. 

The combined army of the Frenoh was rated ^t 
seventy thousand men under arms, *ten thousani 
of whom were cavalry : that of the allies at sixlf 
thousand, including six thousand horse. But» hi 
spite of this inferiority, the English cosMMinAar 
had made very judicious dispositions to ptemmt 
the jmction of the two French ansi^* He eoH 
lected theiflower of im infantif nd caml^ry H Ah 
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b«era, ia order to fight Mai^bal Soiilt separately) 

if the latter afapa kl march directly fo Bftd^joa, Af* 

^r;|iaviiig forced this aimy of tfae sooth to retredt, 

the all lies vrould have rapid lymardied 4bMertda,and 

Itepped the |)rogr^S9 ol the army of P^tugai'; 

Minch, on faeariDg of Marshal Soult^s retreat, wo«iU 

ttMnre fallen back, to Atmarazwirhout fightings 

^hia itnportaat operatipa was to (>« e3(e<U)led>' by 

*fi£iy thousand of the allies attaokiog sttccesmrely 

«#o French armies, each of thirty-^ir^ ihousaod 

; whilst a corps of ten thousand would liave 

jflf rio continue the blockade of Badajoz,^ Stick 

iMsthe plaa ofi.be £ngiish commander, whichwovU 

'fctfve completely succeeded, had he been opposed by 

.ttksa experienced general than Soult, whom the 

j|iat$]le of Albiiera had taught additional prudence, 

ffifd Wellingloii's worthy competitor felt bow cri- 

ticarhis situation would be, if he did n^t take the 

.gteatest precautions to aroid a battle on the part of 

ills army alone. He left Lerena only on the twelfth^ 

iSHifl on the sixteenth, he was still iq a position 'at 

iFuente-del-Maestro, where the soads of Bada^ois 

.,and Merida meet Though he had heard, on thf 

^seventeenth, that Lord Wellington was ne^rostiAg 

the Guadiana, and though he might easily hai^e 

^harassed his Lordship's rear guard, by.marchiiig Ip 

JBadajoz through Albuera, yet afraid of t^si ret;iea^ 

jbejng a feint on the part, of the English general to 

^9g about a battle with hijox separat^ly^ he marched 

to Almendraleyo, on the Merida ri^^d.^^XA^a^r^ 
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circuiDapwticMi is, uo^umtiopablir, tte hij^ett cUM 
logiuoi of Lord Wellington's excftUMt iiietsu)res» 
Had theeDgiM#rafolIo\vcd the rules of ibrtificatiMi 
«ri4b as much aUlity as his Lordship displayed ia 
the ^pflication ct the ptineiplQs. ^f ibe bigkef 
ktanobes of tactlc»t Badajoa wou)d do doubt haM( 
aurreofleredaboutthefburttenth or ifteenthof Jum. 
Wbenewr a place is pioperfy attaaked» - it ommut 
tesiili above tiro or three days after a breach has 
bMO if nderad practicable ; and for isuch a protfaelii 
defence there must be iq the bastions additiosMl 
wosks, which did not exist at Badajos. It aoaioaly 
«imjld be believed, were it not expressly meoti0iie4 
ill the official reports, that, in the beginning of tlifei 
nineteenth century, troops should have been aeot 
to the assault with ladders, after the breach k§A 
been judged practicable* If they wiahed to eoaJe 
ihe town,4h!ey only needed tomake a false attack at 
thf breach, wheSe the enemy was, in great force, 
and dimb up the samparts, on divers other points^ 
where success was so much the more infallible, as 
tht besieged, not expecting such an attack; wouU 
have been taken unawares, and would, of course^ 
iMve opposed little or no resistance. But in spite 
of iheae gvoss blunders, the loss of the allies, ac« 
€of#iig to Lord Wellington, both during the aiigrSf 
«Bd in Ihe two assauHs, did not 4^ceed Iwelvka 
(hundred men htn's de comhai. The* garriKOn lost 
nearly the same«number in their sorties aghioft tlUs 
"wodta of the besiegers. 
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The rules of fortification were better fofloi^ii by 
the French before Tarragona, which General Siichet 
had besieged since the fourth of May. He hail 
reached the environs of the place on tkie twenty* 
^ih of April ; after having several times fought 
against the garrison, which made many successful 
excursions against the French moveable columns, 
fen t to oppose th^ iAtroductipn of provisions into 
the fortress/ . On the 'fifth, the garrison of Fort 
OH va made four sorties, successful at first, but 
afterwards repulsed by* superior forces. On the 
eighth the French established a great redoubt oa 
the sea-shore. The guns of the*^ English squadroa 
in the roads warmly opposed the construction of 
a work, intended to intercept, or at least to ob- 
struct, the communication of the town with the 

, fleet. But the obscurity of the night, added to the 
great number of labourer!, defeated* the atteitipts 

/)f the English. ^ 

/ On the tenth, General Campoverde entered 
Tarragona, with troops from Catalonia. On tb* 
Tourteenth, a sortie of six thousand men attacked 
the troops which invested the place, overthrew 
whatever opposed their passage, destroyed several 
works, an(} returned only after the French had col* 

Jected'lthe greater part of their troops. This ^U 
tack took nlace on the side of the Franco!, a river 
to th6 south of Tarragona. On the twenty-first. 
General Sarsfield, at the head of several thousand 
migueUts^ drove the French from Alcover, on the 
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high road to Lerida. Suchet sent ngaiost him a 
corps of choice men, who easily dispersed &ruch 
irregular troops. The latter ^ere, indeed, less 
calculated to fight in the plain^ than to act as rifles 
nenonlthe rocks of the Pyrenees. Oii the twenty* 
seventh," four heavy batteries were completely 
mounted agahist FortOliva. The garrison made a 
sortie to oppose this -operation. They had over-* 
thrown^ the first postk, and were about to destroy 
the work, when General Salm arrived, at the head 
of three battalions, to protect the labourers; and 
the garrison was obliged to return to the fort. Ge- 
neral* Salm was killed on the spot by a musket 
ball. He was a very active officer, but of little 
ability, and more brave *tlian prudent. He waa 
not beloved by the troops, on account of bis fre« 
quently groundless, and always' exbessive severity. 
On the twenty-eighth, the batteries began to play; 
and notwithstanding the brisk fire of the Spaniards* 
the superiority of the French became sensihW'on 
the evening of the Very same day, when the fort 
returned their fire but feebly. On the twenty* 
ninth, at the approach of night, Suchet ordered the 
assault. The garrison defended the breach with 
the greatest intrepidity. The assailants were re* 
IQiIsed, and the attack would have thoroughly 
failed, had not the darkness of the night flavoured 
the march of a column, which,. possessiifg them- 
selves of the gate, bE6ke it open with hatchets. The 
jSpaniardf , who were not sufficieatiy numerous to 
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defend that point, retired is eenfy^on, and #ert 
»ooQ followed by^ the remainder of the garrifoi^ to 
a small barrack, protected.by a ditch. Of itft tw^ 
diousaad five hundred ment' tfhp defended fort 
Oliva, more*' than two^thirds vere put ito the 
aword. The rest, cMsistinf of about^nui* huQp 
dfed^ surrendered at discretion ; and theiii li^fm 



were spared i 
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r On the .thirtie^ht at nin^io'cldckin th^'^morft-^ 
iQgy thr^ thousand mtp left Tarragona to retaS^ 
Fort. Oliva. They weie. j^pulsed, as mifht easily 
have been foresefn* * The governqr had committed 
the fault of not jsending this ^reinforcenumt -the 
night before, to repel the assault. He would*tb^ 
have caused a gf eat Jlosa t4» the French. But instead 
pf repairing his first efror, ha committed ^tsecondy 
jo diminishing, tii^.forqesr of the place, by the loss of 
the brave men, wl'o perished in -the attack of tbe 
thirtiethir The lea^t sagacipus* oflHter miMt have 
per4||i]red, that an* enemy,-ifrha is enterprisihg^ aad 
numerous enough to carry sc Irork by main: forc^ 
would not neglect the measures rec^qiiite to prevent 
its being retaken^ especially when he has an army 
of five-and-twenty thousand men. at his disposal. 
'A sound judgment, and eo^Iness* not tobe 4i9^ 
tur^dt are two esfiiential quaHtice, without which 
the governor of a strong place exposes himself, not 
only toj|f>ersonal disgrace, but even etidangers the 
safety of the .state, by sacrij^a|i|»g«his garrison in 
attacks, better calculated to make a vain parade of 
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Improfltable courage, than to protract ihe defencij 
of the Important post, with which he is entrustedP 
by his sovereign. 

The conquest of Fort OKva left Tarragpna to its 

• • • 

own strength ; and m the night of th^ first to the 
second of June, the besiegers o[^ned their trenches. 
The first parallel was constructed at the distance 
of one huntlred fathoms frooi the body of the ptace« 
To prevent the entrance of any succoiJir by sea, it 
was of essential importance to obtain possession of 
the lower town, which ^[*omprisesthe'harbour and 
the pier. But the progress' o'f the works was slow> 

and atterided with great losses. A half moon,. 

• ' * ' 

which ^vered the <;urtain hetikkeh the bastions, 
^lled des Ckanmnes Siud Saint Charles, was carried 
only at the third assault. In this work a battery 
was erected, the support of which requiried ten thoU- 
1»ind sand-bags. Its fire was opened on the twenty* 
first, together 'with that of twcJ other tatterieS. 
Towards noon, three breacheiB were judged ptacti- 
cable. The declivuy of the ditch had beeri niade 
at the projecting angle of the bastion desChanoznett 
this was wrong. It ought to hare been against the 
fore patt of the bastions, on the frohf of attack. 
3ut it is probably a mere mistake in the ref)ort of 
Siichet's aide-de-camp, who very likely, is rather 
m brave grehadier,'.than a clever engineer. At 
seven o'clock in the evening,* five columns were 
inarched tb the intended points of attack. One was 
lot <acli c^ the three breaches ; t^ two others# 
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profided With laddefq, ifrereito-ccale ^ke ramparUi 
make a diversion iq favour cf those who MfeH 
c^rdered to the t^reacbes, and, by « 9eriou$ at- 
tack» penetrate, if possibfe, it)to the town, tliere- 
by forcing the besjeged la retire kto jtbe vppei 
part of it. General S^uchet succeeded beyond bM 
Expectation... Four column^ penetrated into tb« 
town, notwithstanding the dreadful fire of th« 
be«icgedi^ The fifth, which was a^wcing by the 
•ea-shore, was overthTOWft by General Sarsfield, 
ftot this adiranfaige^asjK>aB rendered of no use by 
^be arrival of other Frencb troops, who, setting aside 
«fl feelings of humanityf^ .made a dreadful slaughter 
*f the inhabitants and soldiers that fell into th^ir 
iiands. The garrison had fwolhou&aad men killed. 
Nq prtsoKm were taken . The remainder, amount- 
ing to three thousand, took refuge in (be u^e^ 
town. When th^ l^rench soldiers thought they had 
pliindtfed the place stfficietitly, they 4et.£^ 16 
most of the bousesw Consid^^abje warehouses ^i 
aotton and sugar becMie the prey of the flame«« 
The commander of the English squadron couldnot 
remain a tranquil spectator of the^hwible situatioii, 
in wljicjt the inhabitants of Tarragona were placed: 
he approached the lower town,and opened the fire of 
all his v^sseit on the Freach posts. The garrison 
of the upper town^ encouraged by tbi$ asfistance 
of the English squadron, attempted g sortie, but 
vmnsttcoessfuljy. Tbey quickly retwbted witbta th# 
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ramparts, wlien they saw the French ready to attack 
them* ^ •• 

In the nii^ht of* the twenty«first to the t^Mnty^*. 
second, the treoohes were open b^om* thn upper 
town. TJne bitach baring beep judged practicable 
Oft the twenty»eighth, the aaaMilt was made with 
impetuosity, and feebly exposed. .To bave.a just 
idea of the ditaitrow seene that ehsued, it will be 
sufBcient to feMollect the exprtaaions of its author* 
who is intere8tei|^4n diininiahing its horror. " Tl^ 
rage of the soldiery,*'' Mya General Sachet, in hik 
report to Prince Barlhieri dated Tarragona, (hi 
twentjF^MlRh of Juno^ dSI 1^ '* waa increased by th^ 
reaiatano^p£thagairison, which evevy dmy e-xpected 
delireraoee, and wiihed to insure its success by a 
general sortie. The fifth assault, 8tiH'4K>re vigo- 
rous tbitntbe prefiedingjonesyftttemptoil^e^terday 
at vooftfagaiftst the toner cainpartyhas been attended 
wilk (bMdful vhughtert^ but with inconaitiierable 
loss OB oof aide.'^. The .terrible. example which I 
fofMaw,lt«ijf'iifraic, andioMtold in siiy last report 
to your Highness, has been niad^ ; and will long bo 
remembeied im Spain. Four thousand men were 
slain ia tbe .town : from- ten to twelve thousand 
tritd lo cppape^ into the country by leaping from 
the walls; but^ ooyp thousand of the|e wfre,i:ut to 
pispei^- Oft 4rownedH# About ten* tboitsand^* (five 
hundred ofb whtei.HUne officws) hay^ b#n taken 
• priiOiieriyMd maroheillsAA France, ^^arly fifte«i 



l^- 



IK/SVAIir AND PDaTUQAL. 199 

fauDdreil lie wounded in the hospitals of the town, 
where their lives have been spared in the midst of 
the slaughter. Three major-generals, and . the 
governor, are among the prisoners. Several othe^ 
superior officers are among the dead. Twenty 
stands of colours, three hundred aAd e*ighty-four 
battering pieces, forty thousand cannon .balls, ot 
bombs, and five hiindred thoMsand quintals of 
gunpowder and lead, are in our power, &c/* No 
mention is made in this report, of the inhabitants 
that fell victims to the rage of. theT French soldiers, 
whie^ oil entering the town^ indistinctly slew all 
they .found in their passagfe^ An eye-witness 
asserts that the slaughter wa§ as dreadfdt as Suchet 
describes it. The capture of TacragoiIa-is'undotrt>t- 
£dly a very brilliant conquest ;']tMit it would far 
nore redound to the honour of the French troops, 
if they had not stained theredbwn of their arms with 
«o,mucb blood. 

The blame, however, falls' lighter on Getfera] 
Suchet than on the Governor of Tarragona, whose 
improvidence and obstinacy cannot be palliated by 
his courage* He* had witnessed the eqqivoc9) 
conduct of his troops in former assaults, and he 
might easily have foreseen that he would, not prove 
iQiOre fortunate in a fresh attack, when the French^ 
to achieve their object, would* act with increased 
ardour against' enemies, ^JSiajifx they were Wont to . 
conqu^i He should, therefore, have come to aa 
hpapurabl^ arraog^aent^ c^cially as the Marqui^:^ 
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of Campoverde,who had left Tarragfona, t^colbct 
•n army for its relii^f, did not make hia appearance/ 
Moreover, the Valentians and Arrogoneae did not 
attempt the expected diversion. And, whatahpuld 
hiive removed all seruplea in the gover|9or's mind^ 
as to the proffriety of a surrender, * the English re* 
fused to join the garrison. The governor bimselfria 
his report fo the Gouticil of Regency, says: " The 
garrison has displayed the greatest heroism in the 
defence of the place, until the assault, which was 
feebly opposed. The «ol4iers yii^lded^ and wer^ 
intimidated. Every thing conspired against lliii 
unfortunate garrison. General Campoverde, oo 
leaving the place, promised to return sooh to Ha 
relief and delivertmce; a promise which henevcy 
performed, though he renewed it every day. ..Gene^ 
oral Miranda, sent^o the succour of theptare by tho 
kingdom of Valentia, landed at Tarragona on the 
twelfth of June, and re*embarked the next day, to 
join the army under Campoverde. An English 
division arrived on the twenty^sixth. Colonel 
Skerret, its commander* oame on shore to confer 
with me. On the twenty-seventh English artillery 
officers and engineers came to reconnoitre the frost 
of attack, and, being convinced that the pkce waa 
incapable of opposing any resistance, returned lo 
their vessels ; so that all hastened from JihetcMvu, 
and yet they were alt sent to its succour! To be 
forsaken by those, who came to assist us^waa the 
worst) &c.^ This short ezftraek (mm General 






i^owtverwi^s lonf report, evidently shows that the 
task) .i^ith>. which «he had hem eBtrusted, was be* 
yobd b|S means. When be saw the English eogir 
oeera . canTinced .that it was impossible to prOi'^ 
tract the defence of Tarragona, when he taw 
* Ihem return to tb#ir vessels, thus conirmitig their 
opinion in the most authentic mannef, he ought 
to have sent offers of capitulating to the French 
general, who, being himself a man of honoui, 
would have proposed none but honourable terms. 
It is, there^re, from mistaken vanity, and inconsi» 
derate bravery, that Qeiieral Contreras, instead of e^^ 
pit)] lating, committed the melancholy fault of awaits 
ing the maolt on the twenty*eigbtb. But these ei^. 
rord of the governor are far from justifying Stlehet^s 
ai4»itrary conduct. Valour and s^erity have botk 
invariable bounds, prescribed by reason andbonouf; 
Whoever oversteps them, be it even from excessive 
seal,, ought to be considered as dangerous K> the 
state^ and incapable of holdinga superior commaikk 
No sooner .was General Suchet master of Tana- 
gona, than he ordered the fortifications to- be repair««^ 
ed. He Wt a strong garrison in the place, and 
marched to Montserrat, where the Marquis d'Ayioki 
bad established his c?fp^g'^n<^ra(. On the twenty- 
fourda of July be formed his junction with a<lt» 
tachment from the garrison of Barcelona, com* 
manded by Genera 1 Maurice Matbieu, Mont^rratp^ 
which entirely differs from other mountains, is all 
%ffKqAblag&*pf immense pyramids, seated on a gMtt 
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number of insulated rocks, whence it dirive* tlm 
name of MonieSenad^^ or ike Sawed Momniuin. This 
po«t was so stToog by nature/ that the . Spankurds 
supposed the French* would confine themselves t# 
ft Mockade of it. Tbej bad incareased the difficulties 
of an attack by main force,* haying cut the . road 
which leads to the convei^t, and constructed re- 
doubts OD very sl^ep rocks, to the top of whidi thejr 
]iad carried some pieces of ordinance. Suchet had 
been informed that. the Maiquis, d^Ajirofes bad too 
small a number of troops to defend bimself i^inst 
many attacks, the success of any ofie of wbich would 
yut bini in possession cS wb^ he termed ^^ iie dem 
9f the imuTgentfi ef CaimUniaJ* His troops carried 
4hree redoubts, which w^re ^t the foot of the momn* 
4aiii, whilst several columns of Vaitigeuws clia^jb^ 
Ae rocks, wherever they wese accessible. The' 
peasauts, stationed on the summits of the moy n*- 
taifns, kept up a very brisk fire^whilstothers, placid 
jOft the brinks of. the iotennediate projecting places 
BoUed down stones and pieces of rocks uppo . the 
assailants. The whole mountain, however, was 
carried with the bayonet ; and^ the Marquis d*Ay» 
^foles himself owed his safety ooly to the darkness of 
4faenight, and the perfect knowledge he posses%»d 
4A the passes. This conq uest was extremely h^^* 
ficial to Barcelona ; the supplies ^of which had oft)^ 
beea intercepted by the Spajajiardsof the mQuntSjU^ 
Geneml Maurice Matbieu returped to Barcslooa* ^ 
imd Suehet w«at to Arripn; ihefe j^ make^ tbii 
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necessary arrangements for his expedition against 
the kingdbot of Valentia. * ^ 

it' v^a9 no doubt a matter of surprise tha* 
the Ffencb 'mrmy, called the army of Arragfon, 
should falive been manoeuvring for near twelve 
months. in Catalonia. The circumi^ance was 
owing to the energy of the Catalonians, who had 
gaiBtd signal advantages against Marshal Mac- 
donald's army, a$ long as it had been spread wide 
to maintain the comtnuni cations. In the night i^ 
the nineteenth to the twentieth of Mkrch, tbe 
Marquis de Cam{)Overde, at the head of eightthou^ 
'sand meo, attempted to obtain possession of Foft 
IMODtjoui, which is the key to Barcelona, an4 
where be had some partisans* The French re-^ 
^leiyted information of it ]i> time to frastrate'tlMr 
plan^.whieh'b^d h^ea agreed ufion. TbeSpanisiiS 
attacked with tmpistuosity; but thef were f^ 
pul^d? and, peeing tbat tbey were not seooAded, m 
they expse^t^, by th^ friends within the placs^ 
they retreated in; excellent order. They took,hilw« 
ever, better precautions to surprise Figui^as. There 
was a secret posters, which opened into the ditcb^ 
TWo Cataloniails, do the eonupisSariat of tho gir- 
risoir, opened thirgsts in the night of the nintb fa 
'¥m tenth of April, and intioduc^d 'five hundrtMi 
nriquelets. The garrison, which consisted of f<Har 
hundred men, could not firs a single musket, so 
badly w» 'ttm iettrice performed. Both officers 
MftoAsoldisii wsl% qsis% ii theit^ds, when tj^ey 
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were taken prisoner!?. As soon as General Bara* 
guay d'Hilli* rs, who commanded in Upper Caia^ 
Ionia, was informed of this event* he collected all 
bis disposable ^spldiers, to invest Figuteras: but 
the Spaniards availed themselves of the time, whicd 
the French employed in assembljng their troops. 
They introduced about four thousand men into 
the place» under the orders of General Martinez, 
.with provisions for several months. On the third 
of May, the Marquis de Campoverde attempted to 
throw fresh s.upplies into Figiiieras* He had pre* 
pared a very considerable convoy: but he found 
the French too superior io numbers to accomplish 
bb purpose.; and was obliged to renounce hi# ob- 
. ject, af(er> having fought a sanguinary battle, al« 
•«tMt under the ramparts of the fort be wished*t# 
jtolieve. lehe £ngKfih sqjuadron, that was eru4singf 
bffore RoMS, d^irous of seconding the Catalo- 
4itan8y landed ftcolunM, which was to advance to 
«Figuieras. But the dipaiMer of Campoverde iti* 
diiKed them to reimbark ; and the wreck of the 
Spanish afmy was nmrehed towards Tarragona. 

Encourage^, by the sucMsa of tjae garrison of 
.Akneida, in evacujiting that place, General Mid- 
lines attempted to open hunaelf a passage, sword 
Ml band, through the Fiench blockading troo^ 
H^ had only provisions left for three, days, a»d 
•caroaly. any ammunition. Marshal .Maedonald 
was acqtuainted with the critic i^tuatien of the 
Sfpaniards, £s:p^G tipg that tbey woyl^ m&k^ 
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^espetate attempt to recover their liberty, he had 
carefally construcited lines of contravallation^ 
Covered by a double row of felled trees. For 
several days the French posts were doubled during 
the day ; and at night, all the troops we're* kept Ott. 
Bivouac, in the direction by ^hich it was probable 
that the garrison would try to escape. 'In the 
night of the sixteenth to the seventeenth of Au- 
gust, General Martinez, at the head of three thou* 
tand brave men, attacked the French lines.: but 
he was forced to return to the fdrt, with the loss of 
fotir hundred men. This induced him to capitu* 
^ate on the nineteenth. iHe wrote to the Junta of 
t!?ataIonia — " After more than four months of the 
most obstinate blockade, and being left without 
liny succour from the arpfiy,* I have seen myself 
tinder the necessity* of surrendering Fort San Fer- 
nando de Figuieras, from the absolute want of pro^ 
visions. 1 have exhausted every resource, having 
coiisumed every horse, and even the lowest in- 
sect, for food. In the night of the sixteenth, the 
whole gaitison attempted a sortie with the bayonet; 
jand, in spite of the obstacles opposed by the line 
of contravallation, I got as far as the felled trees, 
which obstructed the passage, and rendered it ino 
possible to penetrate any farther. I have this day 
surrendered myself a prisoner of war, with the 
whole •garrison, &c.'* If it was General Martinez, 
who planned the taking of Figuieras by surprise, 
lie displayed more zeal than foresight, and more 
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valour than ability. Those indelatigabk mi* 
quelets, who would have done so much ioju^ to 
the French, by their almost contintial attacks^ on 
the line from Perpignan to Barcelona, found them* 
selves com^etely^ pacaliaed by tb^ brilliant buttle* 
ceitful glory of taking a strongs place* The con* 
quest undoubtedly would have been beneficial, 
had there been any m^ns of keeping it* Pre* 
viously to this coup demain^ the Spaniards shouFd 
have, collected sufficient forces to sa^^e Tarra* 
gona, which, next to Barcelona, is the strongest 
and most important plac«of.Catalouia« 

Marshal Macdonald made a pompous report of 
the operations of the blockade* He highly ext<^« 
led the constancy of his army* in supporting pains, 
fatigues, the ioconvenieociea of the climate, und, 
above all, the hardship of passing twenty-five 
nights ia bivouacs^ from the twenty-fourth pfJuiff t0 
the twenty 'ninth ^ August. What then would 
behave said, had it been in the month of January ? 
. The climate o{ Catalonia unquestionably is one of 
the finest in Europe. As foe bis observations 'on 
the works «f the lines, on the sixty thousand can- 
non shots. fired by the garrisoni^ and on the redoubts 
bearing the names oOhe regiments, entrusted wjtb 
their construction and defence^ it maytbe suppofed 
that he either wished to mock Buonapsfte with 
such ridiculous stories; or» what is more hkely, 
that the report, written by the chief of his staff, 
was lent to Paris without his having taken the 
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trouble of peFdsiog it attentively. ' For,ilike tbe 
late General Moreau, Macdonald is more active in 
the field than in the closet; atid ihough he is uq- 
COBimonly sagacious io the cabinet, he perhaps re« 
lies too much on those' around him. ' The conclu^ 
sion of this report is sufficient to give an^idea of 
the whole — <' I have just been hoisting the ioipe* 
rial flag' on the walls ofFiguieras; and our artil* 
lery is at this instant saluting it with -one hundred 
and one discharges^ This salute will be heard by 
the English vessels, which line the coasts and by 
the hordes of insurgents kt Olot* It will announce 
to tfiem the recapture of Figuieras, and the termi-* 
nation of the war in this part of Catalonia/' To 
mention hordes of insurgents collecting at OIof« 
waa*a singular way ofafequaintingBuonaparte with 
the termination of the war. - Macdonald does not 
bear the character of a courtier : but he thought 
that circumstances authorised him to flatter the 
idol of the day. His awkward attempt at adula-i 
tion was, however, not Relished by Buonaparte, 
wbb deprived him of *his command, and supplied 
his place by General Deoaen, the late governor of 
the Mauritius, or. Isle de France. 

To ^the important events in Estremadura and 
Catalonia, must be added the capture of Paycerda, 
by a corps of miquelets, on the fifteenth of Aprih 
After having levied contributions on the town and 
neighbourhood, they returned to thei? mountains*. 
This incursion taught the French government that 
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its unjust conduct towarvfs the Spaniards provoke^} 
reprisals, which a reverse of fortune might rendef 
extrexnely fatal to France. In the other provinces 
of Spain, the guerillas • continued to harass the 
French ifrith the greatest activity. The Marqui« 
d^ Porlier, so welPknown by the*name of the 
Marquesito^ fought several determined, battles iif 
the Asturias. His knowledge of the country, ^nd 
tlMs* confidence of the inhabitants, fevoured hi* 
movements; so that he could either avail hrmself 
of bis victories when he defeated the French, or 
avoid their pursuit, whenever he was obI%ed to 
retreat before superior numbers. Esposymina ought 
to be mentioned next to the Marquis de Porlier. 
He was the tertor of the French in Navarre^ .in 
Biscay, and on the read from ^ayonne to Burgos. 
A number of other equally zealous leaders might 
be named ! but they were less intelligent, and also 
less fortunate. In general, however,^ the s^vice 
'of the guerillas, was so well performed, that the 
supplies, 'destined for Madrid, were captured at 
the very gates of that capital. But in tHe .midst 
of this crowd of brave men, who are an everlasting 
honour to the Spanish nation, the Galicians acted 
oqly an inferior part. On the twenty-fifth of August 
fheir genecal, Abadia, was attacked before Astorga, 
by the French general, Dorset! ne. He opposed but "^ 
a very feeble resistance; and his army retired al* 
most iti coafution. Ballasteros^ who way kker* 
ttately a dMqMror«nil vanquished, in the county 



J 



IN SFiJN ANP P0B7U0AL. \3Q9 

of Niebla, retreated to the south of Andalusia ; 
and, notwithstanding the repeated attacks of the 
French, succeeded in maintaining himself between 
Gibraltar and Ronda. . He might, perhaps, have 

^ taken Seville, and destroyed the immense stores 
kept in that place, if, at the time of the battle of 

. . Albuera, he had acted with vigour, and in concert 
with the column that advanced on the right of th^ 
Guadalqujven This general, who possessed the? 
entire conBdence of his troops, was deficient in 
activity and coolness. His bold, but alnmst al- 
ways unfortunate attacks, would have been very 
useful, had the plans been combined^ and the means 
prepared, by a person fit to command-in-chief» like 
Lord .Wellington, whom the Spaniards at last ap- 
pointed generalissimo of all the troops serving ia 
the peninsula ; justly considering him as the only 
commander who could insure their success. But 

w 

much precious tinie had been lost, which might 
have been employed in the organization of armies, 
their discipline, and the proper plans of action. 
Such a loss generally proves irreparable. 

** Pour sauver un empire^ ilsuJgU tPun grand homme .'" 
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On the twenty-second of June, 1811, General 
^ olalce, with about six thousand Spaniards, quitted 
the aHi^d afmy ; and having crossed the Yjruadiana 
Ht Jerumenha> marched to the county of Niebla. 
He immediately made arrangements to scale the 
castle of Niebia, which was defended by three hun- 
dred men. On the thirtieth of June, two hours 
befote day-light, the troops advanced with ladders' 
under a very brisk fire of ..artillery and musketry ; 
but here too, as at B%daj6z, the ladders happened 
to be too shortj and the fort was. not tsiken. Blake 
embarked with his troops at theLuiouth of theGua- 
diana, on the sixth of July, and arrived at Cadiz 
on the twelfth of the same month* He soon left 
Cadiz again with a corps of choice troops, Jsypded 
at Almeria, and formed his junction with tlfe army 
of Murc]a,^ne«: Baza, Mamhal SoiiU, by means 
of his spies, had never lost sight of him ; and leav- 
ing a corps of observation in the neighbourhood pf 
Badajoz, returned to Andalusia, with the great- 
.est part of the French army under his command. 
When he heard of General Blake's arrivjil at Alme.- 
ria, he moved towards the army of Mdrcfa. Gene- 
ral Godinot was ordered to turn the righc of the 
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Spaaiards, whilst Marshal SouU^mfusiiig hUriglit, 
made a vigoroua attack with his centra. On tik 
ninth. of August, the Spaniards w«t>e dliren froHi 
all their pteittoim, Towiurds the dose of da;f ^ th^ (K . ^ 
retreat became a complete rout, and they^ fled to , 
the mountains near Caravaca.- The Spanish ealralry * » 
behaved much better than the inftiutry ; no ittsh 
pn^aioa could be made upon them durin^^be dqr^F 
and. they ftrotected $be fugitives, who had^^tuke^ * 
the road to Muffcia : but on the tenth, the mmt 
brave cavalry, relying too^snueh. on their, eourage^ 
were attacked by the whole of Marabal Soultf^ dfa^ * 
goons,, and about five huodi^ w&t€ kiHed, wound*- * 
ed, or taken prisoners. The remainder of^^die. 
column, amounting still to fifteen hundred ttn&Sk 
retired precipitately to* Murcia. « Of the twenty 
thousand men, who eomposed General BlakVt 
army* not mme than $ix, or, at the utmost, seven 
thousand rallied, and' established themselves at 
Lebrilla, covering both Murcia and Ckrtfaagena, 

The dispersion of the Spaniards tranquiliaed 
Marsha^ Soult, respecting the kingdom of Oranada» 
This advantage had cost him only four hundred 
men, killed cmt wounded. He returned t^SeviHe, 
that be might be enabled'to assist the troops left 
in Estremadora,' should they b^s attacked by irst* 
porior force. His anxiety in this respect was ot 
riiorl duration. Marshal Marmoat had left Me-* 
rida with thfe army of Portugal, on the seventeenth 
of July. Be l»d Grossed the Taguk ^ Almaratp, 
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and quidrt^id btB ^poops in the vicinity of Placeii'- 

4ia, wher.d.ifae still; was on the first of vAugost. 

JUMd WelliogtoD, followttig this nuMtrnenu nia- 

I , (I mBvyr^ on his J^ft, and niarched ivith the main 

.part of hisjBirmy on ibe right, banks of the TaguR, 

^ • near. C^teUo^Bitfoco; A . feiv dsys after, he con- 

.tiiiusd l|i« msfch to that ieft, and took a position 

^po the Cpa. But notwithstanding this manoeuvre 

pf'the £ogHsh« the israiy of Portugal maintained 

itsjpsitipp^and 4he army of the north, under the 

/BommaQd ofi Gei^al JJ^orsenne, was H^aartered fn 

CEDtOBQiejCits, 6n the hanks of the Douro. Ciudad^ 

4 

' KodrigQ.. being thus abandoned to its own defencis, 
Lord Wellington, made his arrangements to obtain 
j^session of it. On the fifth 9f,September, he com* 
pletsd the blockade of. the place, and was busily 
employed in collecting the meaBs of besieging it, 
when the Fritncb mai^ched up Jo. make him aban- 
don the i>locka(i|€, aiid drivej^imbackto themoun-* 
taij»s«of GuiA'da*. ,, 

. IlOTse^Qe, and %]yi«rmoDt formed their Junction, 
on the tweotyrseeond of September, at Xamanses, 
jvhich is twojeagues distant from Ciudad-Rodrigo. 
The coq^ioed army amounted to sixty, thousand 
laenj of whom six thousand, were cavaliy.- That 
4>f'.;tjie allies- consisted at most of fifty thousand, 
including the Xroops necessary to keep the garrison 
in cheeky ; Lord Wellington, under the supposition 
that he had wished to maintain the blockade, could 
have brought only forty thousand foot arid four 
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thousand horse into battle. The balance wm toot- 
great in favour of the French ;.hiaL»rd^hip, there^ % 
fore, raided therblbckade bii the twenty^rfburth, and* 
edtabiisbedhift army'in the position of Foii|i*Qju^-^: ^ 
naldo, which had bee0 strengthened by aome fi^kj* <• 
works. A nuinerbus advanced guard 'remaioecT on 
the Aza^a, under -the comm.lind #f Cneoeral €i^a« 
halm, . 0n the twenty-»fiftb, the French, under the # 
command of General Montbrun, attacked this ad*,., 
vanced guard, near Eibodon. .Thfe English, o\i%)g 
to the superiority, of the Frtfncbiin numbers, were 
oblig^ to fall back : but their rte^at was ;@£S|G|te4> 
ID the same order as at a review., Th^ squareCf . 
formed by the infentry, were repeatedly attacked 
by the French cavalry, who were received at first 
with a very brisk fire, and afterwards at the point 
of the bayonet. This intrepidity of the English 
disheartened Montbrun. He gave up all furtbe% • 
attetnpts, contented himself with cannonading the 
English, and continued the pursuit tilf tery qea^ 
Fonte*Ohjinaldo. The Frencli generals employed 
the rest of that day, and the whole of the next (be- 
ing the twenty^sixth), in reconnoitring the positioii 
of Fonte^Gui naldo, and making arrangemtents for 
its attack. Lord Wellington felt some apprehen- 
sions, from the movement of a tDnsiderabie cafcp«, 
apparently destined to turn his left. He withdrewt 
in theoight of the twenty^aijitli, to the vicibit^ 
of Aifayates, and stationed bis rear guard at Aldea- 
de-Ponte. On the twenty-sevcnth, this villag*. • 
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was attacked by the Freoch advanced guard ; but 
i^ Geoend Cole defended it till night. Though the 
French aasailed him with the flower of their troops, 
"* their tfbrts were rendered useless for the whole 
day, by the excellent dispositions of General Cole, 
and the intrepidity of bis division. 
. This fine defence of Aldea-de-Ponte, must have 
made Lord Wellington regret that he had not con-* 
tinned in his intrenched camp ofFonte-Guinaldo, 
He might have celebrated the anniversary of the 
battle of Busaco, t^y a still more signal victory than 
that which he had gained on the same day, in the 
fv^ectding year. . He might have taught Buona^ 
parte that it is not prudent to confide the com- 
mand of any army to inexperienced officers. Their 
inexperiencei indeed, is sufficiently evident from 
their reports to Prince Berthier. Marmont, in 
speaking of the engagement at Elbodon, says, ^^ Ge- 
neral Montbrun pursued the English for the space 
of two hours. • His fire was so briskly kept up, 
that he exhausted bis ammunition. The enemy's 
loss was considerable. He only stopped at the 
camp of Fonte»GuinaIdo. But we had merely our 
advanced guard in action, our infantry being one 
march hitck, ^otherwise the English arrtiy would 
have been ruine4* ^We bad the mortification of 
feeing tits divisions hastening from all sides to its 
telrbuched camp. .Had Jifteen ikoumnd men hem 
then at my dUposalt the English army 'would have 
* jbeen taken by surprise^ and beaten in separate par* 
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ties, without being able to iissemble its tfotlpsi^' hc^ * 

An aiivdnced guard in want of ailtiniioitkiii ; a <» 

eotDGoander at the head of itxtjF'^thousand meii.' 

who has Hot even fifhe^n thomand at his dUposai^ ^ 

pi^ve better than the most l^rneddiKassiom tfaad: 

Maroooat was not yet adequate to a coQutaaiid in .^ 

chief; for Dorseni^f being deither a duke OQC a 

marshal, was under bis orders; This general, *ai 

little experiebced as his contDander, states ia his 

report, *^ W^ soon reached Fonte*Guinaldo, whczt . ^ 

we learnt, with surprise, that the fi^RglfshcoDUDaiide^ 

had not yet collected his s^eiral corps. Could we 

have foreseen that this general wouI4 have beea 

guilty of such a fault* we might have tftheffa plrt * 

of the English by separate comlstats : l^ut our in£ui<# 

try arrived only at uight, &c. ^ 

Had Dorsenne and Marmont been pceseut at 
Barrosa ^nd at Albuera, they would have held a very * 
different language* Soult and Victor could'have 
informed them that the English weT^ not 0o easiljT 
taken as they fancied. Besides, the retreat of £1- 
bodon» and the eng^ment at Aldea*da-P6Dte« 
where;^ in their opiuion, the English oiigbt .hav9 < 

been so easily taken^ redounded manifestly to the 
glory of the allies ; for evea their small rear guard 
manoeuvred on the twenty*fiftfo, and fougl^ on thi% 
twenty-seventh, in spite M the oombiiied talenta » 
and forces of two great French armies. The obser^ 
vatio&« with which the two generals ^oacli^e th^ 
ireiM)rt99. )S a most giariog iaeousiiteii^. They 
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Bay, " Were the momept fixed for the eatastrophe 
of the Eng^lisfa arrived^ we should have * followed 
the.enemy up to the lines of Lisbon, where we 
might have fanned a junction with the atmy of the 
south, whicl^, though complete, has before it the 
single division of General Hill :*' and Dorsenne 
adds, ^' whenever the Emperor shall think the 
proper moment arrived for driving the Engtish de- 
finitively from the peninsula, His Majesty. will Abi 
find in any other army <Uore' zeal and deVotion.'^ 
They would have greatlyMoweoed their tone,^ha# 
they beea opposed to* an en^my less circumspect 
thao Lord" Wellington; but as they had but recent- 
ly^assthned their ' commands, the English general 
had not yet be^n^tile to acquire any precise'no- 
tions respecting them. Had his Lortiship known' ^ 
them, particularly Marmont, he would at that 
time have given him a lesson in tactics,^ which '^ 
the/French marshal woirfd have long remembered; 
But he lost ncitbing by waiting. 

After the French had thrown fresh supplies into 
Ciudad-Rodrjgo, they fell back to Salamanca, and 
returned to their old ' quarters. On the first of 
October, Lord Wellington had resumed his camp 
of Fonte-Guinaldo. General Hill was detached to'- 
^he left bank oJT the Tagus, covering theprovince 
of Alentejo, against th«^ parties, that mtglit. have 
been sent from Badajoz^. The fifth Frer*ch corps, 
under tb« comriiand of Genera! Gimrd, ^as sta- ^ 
tioned at £stremadura. General Drouet, with tbo 
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niiith corps, protected the communications between 

r 

the fifth corps. Badajoz; and Seville. The first 
corps continue the' si6ge, or^ rather the sethi- 
blocicade of Cadiz. The fourth coiTie was quar- 
tered'Mn Andalusia; 'Balfasteros remtined under 
the cantion of Gibraltar. Suchet, who had enter- 
ed the kingdom of'Valentia, on th« sixteenth <if 
September, had laid siege to the castle of Sagun- 
ti!im;»nd canffintted the gr^atjpst -part of his trdops 
beyond MtirtJiedro, tocovd' Ihe works offhe be- 
siegers. Blake was iti the neighbourhood of Va^ 
tentia, with a corps 6f about twenty-five thousand 
men. ''GStalcJhia and Arragon wcVe nb longer the 
scene of great operations; but 'the Warfare <f*the 
guerillas was carried on with tllfe' utmost activfi 
ty, against th^ moveable columns of tlie French,* 
theirSrantonmentt, add their convoys. The case 
was thesame in the provihces of Biscay, the Astu- 
rias, andahe khigdbm of Xd)n. The surprise of' 
Sant-Ahdero, on the fourteenth of August, is one 
of the numerous instances. The Spaniards pene- 
trated into the town, whhout meeting the smallest 
obstacle. General Roogct, who comtoanded in* 
ihe plabei escaped by' instant flight; but havino* 
tearnf tWIrt the Spantatds were not numerous, he 
ralHed hit troops,' and retook the town. The same 
activity^ prevailed^ in the two Castiies. Joseph 
coirtfiiued at Madrid, as he da¥ed not pass the 
aulumn-in one of^the^rbyalpalaeesnear his capital. 
He wduld have wqfcifWipl a /eoftfiiderable corps of 
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troo|i» to defend bun against the i^ttacks of tbe 
Spanish partisans ; and such a measnre^ weakening 
the garnson of Madrid^ would have endangered 
the safety jQf the pseuropolis^ Gener^ Castanos 
was busily epsfi^yed in organizing a ^x>rps of troops 
between the Guadiana and Ihe Ti^s, lUMlex ibe 
protection of Qenera) HWK 

When Marshal Soult was informed that Cas- 
tan^s had already embodied many recruits^ he or* 
dered General Gira»] to m^rc}! to Caeer^s^ and 
scour the neighbourhood, in ord^r ta disperse.tbese 
newly collected levies* Girasd accordingly set out 
. with his division from Merida^ made a successfui 
sear<ft in that part of Estremadttra coqsiprised be* 
tween the Guadmna and the Tagits» and forced 
Castanos and bis troops to take refuge in PortugaL 
General Hill was at Portalefgre. Hearing how the 
French scoured the country, he resolved to fnjpisb 
them for the little impression which the neigh-^ 
bourbood of the English seemed to make upon their 
minds. He marched, on the twenty-third of Oc* 
tober, to Albuquerque^ where he learnt that Gi- 
rard, after making his appearance at Alisada» was 
gone to Arroyo*deI-Puereo. On the twenty-fifth, 
the Spaniards carried this viUage» and Girard re- 
treated to Cacer^. After several moyements* 
which were carefully watched by General HilU 
whom the French commander was far from suppos* 
;^ ing so near him, be established himself> on the 

twentymeventb> at ArroyoHdel-^MoMftoai a sdmU 



IK SFAIK ANP FOBTUOAL. S19 

town situated at the foot of the Sierra^de-Mon- 
tancbes. Tb« French were perfectly at ease, and 
eojoyiog tbeooiselTes, as if tbey bad been in barracks 
at Versailles. Oo the saioe day,' the aJlies arrived, 
towards eveniog, ^t Aicuescar, in hopes of 
teaching General Girard's column, the next day, 
that distrust, iu war as in policy, is the parent of 
safety. 

. At two o'clock in theimorning of the twenty- 
eighth. General Hill began his march, which was 
ftvoured by a thick fog, attended with rain. At 
seven o'clock in thie morning, the French were at' 
tacked by the English in tbreecolumns. At break 
of day, a brigade of General Girard's division bad 
set out on .its march to Medelltn^ and the remain- 
der w^eon \Jske point of marching to Merida, 
when the firing of the English riflemen brought 
them the first news of the visit, which General 
Hill was paying to the French. Giiard wished at 
first to make some resistance ; but the boldnesSt 
and, above all, the number of the allies, easily 
convinced him that the pnly resource he had left; 
to avoid being taken or killed, was to gain the 
mountains, where the allied cavalry would be of np 
use ; whilst his infantry would avail themselves of 
iheir superiority over the English in marching— a 
superiority, which the French unquestionably pos* 
^ess over all tbo troops of Europe, especially when 
they are on a retreat^ or^ to speadk; more clearly, 
when they are routed. 
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Scarcely bad the English made their appe^rehietf 
in Arroyo, when they were joined by the tnhabi«J 
tants^ who accotnpanied the firing of their mus-^ 
lets, with criis, a thousand times repeated, of— 
viva hs Ing'lesesf They acted as guides in the 
pursuit of thd fugitives.- Of thr6e thousand men^ 
that were with Girard, when b^ commenced 4h6f 
attack, he lost about two thousand : fourteen* hun« 

dred were taken prisoners. Among the Tatter 

• • • f 

Were Gerieral Bron, and Colohe! the Duke of. 
Ar^mberg. Girard also lost a half battery of light 
artillery, consisting of one hoxvitzer, two eight 
pounders, and eight'powder waggons. The loss of 
the allies amounted only to seven killed, and six- 
ty-five wounded. The importance of this affair is 
duly appreciated by Marshal Soult hioiself, who^ 
HttFe habituated to reverses, and Especially to sur* 
prises, was terribly vexed at Girard's disaster. In 
his letter to Prince Berthrer,*dated Seville, the se- 
cond of November, he observes:—" The event, 
of which I dm informed by General Count Erlon, 
commander of the fifth corps, in his reports of the 
twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth, and thirtieth of Oc- 
toberi is so disgraceful, that I know not how to 

qualify it On the twenty-eighth ofOcto- 

ber, the first brigade, commanded by General Re- 
mond, was already on its march, at the di^ance of 
mong than a league from Arroyo-del-MoIinos, when 
General Hill arrivtsd' with his troops at General 
Girard's quarters) without a single musket havinj^ 
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ittenrfirod. « • • . . General^ijrardiiad choice troops 
mth^m^ >yet xshamefiuUy suffered himself to be 
w rpnaedr -front eacaeflftive presumption . aiul confif- 
dance. WkiUt he wsslin the town, not a sedtinei 
iiad.beenstetioiiedthere* The officers 9nd soldiers 
4reie inr the faousesi as in the midst of peace* I 
shall order an enquiry, and a severe e2(aiDple/'&c> 
: It was a frequent observation of Geneiai JCleber, 
tfa9t.M to be surprised was much more disgracefiul 
than to- he defeated;" and he constantly recom^ 
ijfi^nided vigilance to theofficers under bis comtnand, 
Hoi^repeatedly totd the army, in tbeudaily orders, 
'^ iliat jthe jbravest man^may be beaten ;. but whoever 
suflBeiB himself to be sui[prjsed, is utiworthy of being 
fto offic^.'' Buonaparte also felt severely hurt at 
Girard's misfortune^ not for the sake of the loss 
anhich bis; army experienced, but on account of the 
gldry, whhb a t^anoeuyre, as scienti^c as^ bold, 
shed. upon the English army ; and, above ali, upon 
the general 4>y whom it had been so seasof^ably 
perforiAed. It likewise afforded a pledge* of the 
important services^ which, m^y be expected from 
'<jieneral Hill, .when, possessed of a supreme com« 
mand. Nor ought a>jcircumstance, highly glorious 
to the Spaniards,, to beomitted, as it evinced their 
toyaltyv; and theiaincerity of.their zeal in the cause 
which they defended. For the whole six days that 
fhe.aUies v^ere marching through the country in 
Idl diifections, to take the French, as Buonaparte 
terms/it, €»Jlagrantj there was not one of the bet* 
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ter dau of hiUbiUotS) who^ ^tbsr lirom tli# 
love of gain, or from t dtaiip of |iigmiiig the 
French, gare General Girard any iaibraaattofi.of 
the danger that threatened b'mu i^tm there be # 
atfonger proof of their ^tted to Joseph, theNr 
fidelity to th^ allies, and t^eijr attachment to Sm^ 
dinandVII? 

The Spaniards of the army of Murcia were not 
so fortunate aa those of fistremadura. A ahoit 
time after their defeat at Bslza, they attacked the 
post of Huescar, which cohered the leflt df Spnll'ta 
cantonmenta. The French^ haridg . timely inifar^ 
mation of their approach by patroles, forced tfa^ 
Spaniards to fall back on Lorca. The Spantarda 
had, hoiltrerer, accompljiahed their object, wbieh 
was to make the Frefich beltere ibat fkit army of 
Murcia continued in the province, whilattfae floirer 
of its troops had been marched to the river Gtiada«« 
laviar, for the purpo^d of reinforcing Blake'a army^ 
which defended the kingdom^of Valentia. - 

Fort Oropesa, situated on the road from Tortosa 
to Valentia, surrendered to the Frendi on tjie tenth 
of October. Its occupation was of essential im^ 
portance to General Suchet, m it secured to him 
the undisturbed arrival of convoys from his magai« 
zines on the Ebro. The castle of Siguotum had 
repulsed several attacks ; but its gatriaqo ^m im m 
critical situation, the breach having been foutid 
practicable. General Blake, who cenmuaicKteil 
with the governor by signals agreed wgom^ "wMwl 
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to try the fbte of a battle, in ord^ to fernisli the 
caatk Wilh fr^fih supplies. He bad an army of 
tweaty-five thousaiid men, to wbicti Suctiet could 
only oppose twenty thousand, on account of the . 
troops necessary to face the garrison. On the 
twenty-feurth of Octobfer, Bkke appeared on the 
heights of Puche^ with his right towards the sea^ 
covered by the Are of the Engiisti vessels, and the 
left leajiing on the village of Betera. On the 
tn^enty-fifth He attacked the French posts, and 
forced tbem to fall back. General Zayas, availing 
himself of this ^i^i advantage, occupied the village 
ofPuzoI, and, with the flower of his division, chang- 
ing his fronton the extremity* of his left wing, 
marched his right forward to a height, whlfeh com- 
mandet) tW position of Suchet^s left wing. This 
manoeuvre was brilliant, but ratfaerrash against ex- 
perienced troops. Stich^t^s right was likewise 
turned b/ Blake's left. Thbsf the Jatter^Vho h^d 
a superiority of about 'five *or six* thousand men, 
found himself weaker than the ''French in his 
centre, from the too extended movements of his 
wings. Suishet hastened to avail himself of this 
fault, by an impetdotM attack on the centre of the 
Spaniards, where prodigies of val6ur were perform- 
ed. The l^panifirds* were at first overthrown ; buf 
afterwards the' French were driven, at the point of 
the bayonet,* from the intrenchments,' of which 
they had possessed themselves. The Spanish ca- 
▼ally wsA defeated ; but only after the most obsti- 
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nate reftiqtadQe. Suctn^t's experieiic^r and good 
fortuoe proved triumphant. The; d^^t <tf*;lbe 
centre rendered the* adva|)tages, gaio^d op the 
. right, by Zayas, of np.avaiK A strppg <MaiBhiiieot 
of WiallooD guards- was . taken prisoners at :Pu3<^. 
'Blake's left b^vip^ Jmen itepu^dt this geaeral re« 
treated in good ord^r, ai^d would not l)a.ve auffei^d 

^ materially^ had be not wished to meet iHe Fjpench 

againbehind the rivulet of Betera. His lo^s, which 
^ amounted to aboujt six. thousand men f^ifrs^de com* 

bat, would not have exceeded half ^ the nomher, 
had he.^ntinued his retrograde movement towards 
Valentia. With the best intentions, and superior 
numbers, Blake lost the battle through arrange-^ 
ments» as jiUtle adapted to the natur^ of the ground, 
as highly favourable to the enterprising character 
of the generaU by whom he was oppose^. Had 
he refused his two wings, and ranged the flower of 
his troops in several lines on the centre, with or- 
ders that those, who might be overtbrown^-were to 
* ' form again in the rear^ Suchet would have been 

* * defeated; the castle of Saguntuoi,. which was in 

the utmost distress, would have received fresh 
supplies ; and the French army would probably have 
been forced to return tO;Arragon. 
• The garrison of Saguutum had witnessed the 
efforts and the reverses of the army, by which they 
were to be relieved. A longer resistance would 
have endangered the place, which could be attack- 

j^ ed, and carried by storin,. The breach having 



4>eeft judged pelfeclljr ]irBClioEible» the cftpilnlatio* 
WMsigoed on tlie tn^ntjMtetb of Octobeir, 181 h 
OeMiriQiii) the g9M^MVfaM been faAtoied for- btw 
4ttg smrandated, when be .might still hfive bisld out 
« l«B|^tiae. But tbe fa6t, thmC the troofs laaltsh* 
^ out by the bieacb^ completely refutes this ca*^ 
4utDti^. (Hoilr.tiia^ are those' fulrnftiating^deimn* 
ciatkio^to be diairusted, which are issued at ran- 

^ "doMi ^ Quoibers of writeis E These txMip' establish 
'tbeiMflvts supreme judges of generals, becsAiA? 
yw iiwel ls, anxioilis to guide public o^\nmk^\f^p 
Atfoi It pay, ail4 secure them against the pmHsh«- 
meut dm to their iibpudent libeia; But warrioni 
«re become phtk>sopherB : they tnut the o^bservar 
tions of ignorance Hitb«>oteiipt,¥(ib>lst they €or-< 
^eet the- &u lis pointMrout by eolight^Ded judge$^ » 
A good general ought to 'beilr in. his ooiindth? 
4Me answer of Mdrlbofoiigh to:& Fretich nol^leman,* 
lyho qoiliplimented ^im oiibis masterly man^uyrta 
during. the wir in Flanders, 's We committed a 
^ndred blunders, and you a hundred a,pd one*'' 
wlis the modest reply of the commander, who bad 

^toade Lout's XIY. tremble oh his throne* Th^ 
fl^at Condd, seeing hia eouitiers astonished %C hif 

. ^pi^rusiiig with pleasure a book^ in which he was 
«evaiei3^ eondemned) said, '' 1 am deligbted with , 
4his work, because it ppinta out the faults of whioh 
no apeAares total} nie*^ Whoever is duly impress^^ 
imI with tfie deep sense of the. answers made by 
these two great commaudtsrS) can form a tolerablf 
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niloiight td possetsi'and wiH fiMht surprised »liilll^ 
refledtioito doiitaiiieil m tbi^Aniiysisof the mililary 
operations of the p^dinsala* '^'Amuie,'' sfidAte- 
-shal de Sax^, ** that hJri mad^ twenty cai}fmg;n8 
under Caesar, woiild sliU be but a mble/* £xpe«- 
riMce alone does not make ageoera^ if natare-lm 
not %ndoived him lirtch- a geiiius for ^Mftr; *bilt 
this* geni«s; i^am, ibmt have been iinprai^ifcil. Jifjr 
pMetice^ and. profbund study/ If i|:#lw> said 
that -the great ConAfe was born a feMMlv^be 
-assertion may be contested*' This pnum^itM 
troe, gaioed, ait the age of twenty** t wo^ a^coni^ 
-^lete victory M«the fields of ^Rocroy : but his f»> 
flier bad been Ma i^ilriietor^ He had, bissideS) aerv** 
ed tfoder Marshal de GbatiHoti^ the -beat general 
ofliouieXIlL at)d be bad undei*'his drdert^ at Ro- 
•eroy, Marshal de IT H6pi|Bl and Gassioir, tbewmv 
thy pupil of the great Gustavus. Even he, who 
hAs been born with tke^ most spteniid talents, can- 
not become «' good general, but by the praoticeef 
his professien, and by the study of military works: 
It was in the school of Turenne that Marlborotmk 
rapidly improved* hi# rare talents ior the higkir 
tactics; a science^ in wbicb^as in all others, aoiAble 
master cause?' a rapid progress. This diyrewoiH 
ft is hopedjwfn ^Iforgfven for tlie sake of tta^^bs- 
ject, which is to show the los^tafice of flie^inr 
fnl task imposed upon the historian, Mrbo^ iB bold 
tehough to speak »thetfut^. ,v .- 
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Bat to fetufti to the Spaiilsh inkt;*— The partial 

kuceesseS) which ttar gaeiiilas obtained in- the 

month of October, txkty b% contidered as a kind of 

eomjieaaatiiMi for . the firogness of the Fiench in the 

J^iagdoaiof'ValeDtia. On the twelfth of October, 

.]^Mtt^. d*AyiY>ks took the castie of Beltpuig, an 

;4i|><^tBMM*po8t, to keep up* the commuirications of 

^QftpliiMiia wiAii Arragon. On the twenty ««ixthy 

.he.l^efeat(Ml a FreftGh moveable column neat Puy« 

•cerda« and pursued them to the very territory 4f 

:f!r^iiceyji^re iMiJevied strong contributiMs/MOd 

^fterW4ffd9««returnQ4 to C^telonia, by the Val«de» 

Carol. On the fifteenth of the same month, Don 

JilMan Sancbes^ .who bad. waited the night befoik 

Sb ainbusb near Ciudad*Rodrigo, surprised Generat 

.RayntMl, the gDvemdr of that place, when he: was 

.coming out for a rtde,^ and took him prisoner. On 

^tbe aiatiMsth, the conning, brave^ andenteirpci^ng* 

.£mp>ectda4p attacked the garrison of CakMyad^ 

and took four "butidred prisoners. On the seven* ^ 

teenth, Esposymina destroyed^ in the neigbbout- 

>hood of Ay<Mrbe. a French detachment of eleven 

hundred men. The French troops, on their part, 

. took Balaguer, and. Mataro x but they completely 

faikd in tb^f Attack an the small islandb of Las- 

Medas^ situated at the mouth of the Ter^ <^Their 

occupatf<>n bylhe allies prevented the transport of 

supplies (dtiBarcelona, by the coast; and facilitated 

tl^ corrts|)ondena^ of the guerillas, in Catalonia, 

^ with the English tessels. General Dorseone oqcu- 

F3 
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Ipied the AsturiM. He met iwith scalraefy' any re« 
sislance, ihoi^h ke bail to «boimter «he ifor^uo^ 
mto aad MendtzafaaU tnd.bfri takeii thfe precastioh 
*of not ftdvancHig wtfaoot >tl|e whole lof Ms trmy. 
Jo the «oath^ MareUtl Sbult tdeat ifbiee cotumM 
»gahist [Greneial BbUasterte, : witoy laieing 6bligt#fo 
igive way to a force ibteeticpes^^sir^Qfior.tMte/livii^ 
tetreatud oMCemore Under the cannM »f<fllfcH<lfctK 
The French oceurpied the iiitpeiMKheA isAnp of Sahit 
Aociu It was on bis retaro from Chis. expedition, 
likmt the French general, Godtnol, b)6ii*4iis bteiM 
out* Ha was rather An active, diaa Hn excellent 
•officer. Tl^is act of despair wsb atti^ibuted to hh 
htjpg appmunsivre .of the reproaches, with wMch 
Marshal Souit would assail biro, Jbr having «ufiiMP* 
*^d/ Ballasteros to escape. Marshal Soiitt Maloiibt- 
.edly is a ^ery able gelieral, .but ^ire 4s perhaps n 
iittle too severe; especiaiiy itowatd^ Ofteers wlio 
iiiorttfy his vanity , by not succeeding ill bis plans. 
Tbus end^d a campaign, which <ofibred so many 
-fiivourable chances to the allies, tt)m%b tbey' AM 
not avail themselves of the advantages. Badajos: 
would have been pteeerved, if it had been suc- 
coured in timei and this 'might bav-e been efiecled 
by La Romaiia*s corps, supported by an iilngtfsh 
reser,ve« The si^e of Cadiz would have been rais- 
ed, in consequence of the victoty of Barrosa, if 
Graham had been the commander-»in«<4iitf. A wdl 
^combined attack might bare dtetroyed Massena's 
^tair guaidi on the third of Aprii^ near Sabugal ; 



of Akysidb mtglit hsive been tajceti, fmd iu stt»res pre!> 
seMfd. Badajoz wiiul4 httwe bebn retaken ih- the 
month: ofi May,.a» A SpuLt complidt^ly*. bantetH if tbo 
armD^badheeft^tdtionedlwiitbin Uneftofx^ireurnveUb^t 
tidn. and tiQAcraM^la^ktfi rand tla^ tontii wouU cetn 
taiofy bftTeepMted it9 gates teLard WeHiitgton in ffae 
moMbofJtietsiif the engineers hni] e^t ecu feed jlfaeap'^ 
peoachetNlD Aie body ot^ the plaxae accondting^ tea tfad 
rales of i^DinifiKHitiQD. . A' eor^ of troops niight faaT« 
been detached ^om Cadis to reinforceGauorpoterdb; 
and enable him to succotfi*,firar Tarragona^ ajad afters 
vreeds Eiguieraa. Fumlljv had Lord. WelliDgtod 
been: less circumipect, and waited for the aitac^.of 
tint Vreneh m hia intrenched camp,, at FoiU»i-Gk).i*» 
mUd, bis. victory,^ whioh) wotiid have.heen .oqm;t 
pidta, woald barr^ xnadeettiends iqv jhisi [Jrevixius 
errors^, and decided jtbG.oaii|ln§ti inifiivoubr of^.the 
aliiee* The Frenoh . took iTosfosa^.lhMrfiigdiia^ Bai 
dajoz. attd Sagimtiim : they ^ieedj ]tMe battles) of 
GebDra^ Baza, and. Mtirviedro ; and they twice 
caused the siege: of; BkdajoB,. and theblochade of 
GiudadrEodtiii^ . io be raieedl T.be allies guiucd 
the battles' <d Batrpsa) Albuera,. &nd Bue&!ies«dei> 
Ooora; bul.tlieDattertwo were >n]aiiely/deftfisirtf. 
They took b«t one place, Oliv^ea.za, where, tbb 
firench kad' left .only ia weak, garrison. lAImc^ 
eaimot enter into theaccoaH'tf as BrenmefrhkdoQ^ 
^a^ed Mintojtt heap of roi^Ha; ' The combat of Ad- 
roycMM-Mdteti^ thoag^iv^ brtti»aot,4)Mi balj^ 
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be considered as of secondary importance, on ac* 
count of tbe snsall number of Firench troops en« 
g^ged, a thousand of which, that is to say, cue-* 
third, succeeded in escaping with: their eagles. 
Massena's expulsion from Portugal is nnquestipn* 
ably a considerable advantage ; though it nlay be 
objected, that it was as much the consequence of 
famine, as of the attacks of the allies; since, our- 
ing a retreat of one month, the Fr^ndi irere never 
actually forced from any position, but at Sabuga}. 
Had Lord Wellington, instead of marching to the 
Coa, manoeuvred against Marmont^ in the direc- 
tion of Coria and Placentia, he would not have betli 
long without finding a favourable opportunity Mi 
avail himself of the Marsh ars^esumption ani In* 
experience. The distance of the arm}' of the aerdi 
would have paevented ils co-operation with tbit^ 
Portugal ; whilst Levrf Wellington might havie col- 
lected the flower of tbe allied troops on one and the 
same central point, to make an end of Marion t. 
This army of Portugal being. once destroyed, Mar* 
shal Soult could no longer have acted in Estrema- 
dura« and General Doraenne dared ept bav^e advanc- 
ed farther than Salamanc^ or perhaps not beyond 
Valladolid. By continuing on the« Tagus, LoMl 
Wellington would have insuoed to himself^ the great 
superiority derived from a single line of eperationa 
againslfiae enemy, whose forces, when they ant at 
a distance of several marches from each otker^ nmf 
be hmtm suoceasively by a conciriittttfd umf.\ 
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■ Every tking iidutts, the belief tbait, by,minc^i#« 
irrtng an this principle, IVfsirrfoont would -.havQ 
failew 'into the &D are, and wouM^ of Com^se, bave 
been pudiibed for his ttiMrity. His defeat Xirould 
Irtve aldMlQved Kmg Joiepb ; who, instead of aendiog 
lkf<ihet with an trmy into the kingdom of Valentja, 
#o«rldliave stationed the flower of it ifi the vicinity 
of Tala vtera^ to cov^r M^depd, and colle<it tb^ reoistUi^: 
#l'«tbe army of Poitugal. The contrary, however) 
o0ai^ttais took place, a^'the wist^r. campaign of 
toi I: tci48tS, opened on the.seoood bf,,November, 
iBll[ #M ike mpmm of a< V^Ititmn subu^jli^ called 
iKmUfM* 'Mariltal Jiuobei cause4.^4t,to be cirried 
by oMe diviaioti. This general, who iei as.dext^rousa 
eourtier as he ia an intrepid soldierV proceeded very 
slowly in his operations to subdue ValeiUia. He 
wanted a dukedom from Biionaparte,. in add^tM^n 
Co the ttaiibal^^ stiffs which the conquest of Tar* 
ragona had obtained for bim. He employed iuor^ 
rban^ filly days in his preparations for the passage 
bf the Giiaitlaviir. Gener&rBlake bad strongly 
tefrencfied himself onf the ri^ht banksi of that river. 
Jflh Wad stationed all his infantry from the sea to 
Maniss0% arM bh cavalry below that village, in the 
cfirettibn of Rlbafk*oja; ^othttt it cowered the i^ft of 
the whole HnOk- In the mghtcif the twenlytSfth. 
IB' the twenqpisixtb of .December, three. French 
divisio)!^' 'dTMsed the GaAiartaviar in faceiof %h\^, 
Ciftflry; #liteh oppostHf^ltatrcely any resistai^ce, 
aW*ve»ltHl)ack iu co»rfM«ion to Torfente; ^ Tfan?. 



iSi nnnmt or tss wAst 

tttfiintry at Mttiisses, teevng the Frekiell. oolniins 
mttrehiiig' on* their left, became appreheasiTe of be« 
iiig«lim>iiiided| and, iMtead of jojaiiig the maia bo4 
dy of the amiy^ took ti|6fe«AofMiireia> by Gataraga* 
The GuadalaTiar had been oroased ia ^pylwea, omI 
between the viMaget ofQuarte and Mtalata, ao4 
the other at the mouth of the river« The Frendi 
Buffered much in theae twa altacha^: but the cckDn 
plete auccesa, obtained by their Hght^ daeide4i|lia 
battle in their ilMrour. Tha Spaniarda ahufc tlleA**^ 
aelvea ifp in Valeatia. This town is auaponndilli 
% a strong wall, ta which aoaw arorka 'had baen 
added, requiring a r^ular attilek* There, wias, 
moreover, an intrenched camp, which oovarai the' 
town, and the three suburbs, on the right of the 
Hver. Instead of carrying it by storm, whick Ihfr* 
great extent of the works, and their feeblenesa 
towards the sea rendered very practiaitUe, the* 
engineers were ordered to open tiia trenchea on, 
that point, and at San-Vincente near the road tOt 
Murcia. Colonel Henry, an . angibeer of great 
merit, and the principal author of Marshal Sdchet's 
triumphs, was killed on the spot, at the nioment 
be was beginning to draw the first parallaL The 
trenches had beep opened in the aigilt of tba first, 
to the second of January, 1819* ian<^ on the eighth* 
the Frepch miners were praparii^ tQ4il()ybK up ikif^ 
wall that entloses the tawn« But Gaaar4 Plak^t 
wishing to spare V^^teniia ih§ hofrors of U4ii9mh can*, 
aaa ted to capitidatet The leas of the allka amqwiyii^ 
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^d 10 bbobf eigWMii tboOBaDll j^ddnA tflM>|«i tllMf 
b^ttdred nod 8eiretity*ft«r piillkS' of ctdtimcei tdriH 
6(toi^«^ tf aH kitidi. Tbe ciptu iMi^^A ^m #g i t< 
on* the fttlitli, and tbegarria#o dectHied ptiaiMtnot 

The Spetiiftb genera) ^oiMiilNid tkme Dfirlt*^ tb0 
filM, in net having a dmee corps of infiuiiPjr <hi* 
hie kUts to dof |Hiit his caralry between MmAmei 
aed Bibaroja, a«d (Mend tbe pasem^e trfthe GMa«' 
dakmar; tbe eecoed, hjr shutting' hitBaell opi* 
Yiileo«ia» instead t>f cfpentng htmeelf a psmkfffi* 
sword in bend, bjFtbereail to Mweia; andthe thirds . 
in not<i^rre pdtri > g before the plaoe vrasl booibaidedl 
The popotackm of Valenttai fv^hicb had been eeiii 
sTiderably increased by refugees from the eoantiy^ 
arfforded no prospect for a protracted defence. The 
town might have raised a national guwd of twenty* 
tbouswd men* By midiiwg to them five thousand 
ti^oops of the line, the nambMr of tbe defenders Of 
Yaleatia would have been ei|ual to that of Blak.e^e 
army. The general would have had a eorp» of- 
twMty-five thousand men left, which be might 
havte stationed on She heighls, near Ribaroja. Thit* 
arrangement ga^e hi» the double advantage '<^ 
covering Yaleatia by threateoiog Suehet^s nghtiif 
be flianiied agaiMt that place i aed of heving# 
aife retreet/fo eese of a reverses The patriotism' 
ef General Blibe^ attestbdAytfioretbafi'ahutfdred 
boQoutaUe, though prkieipilly' iiosuMesdfiil, cofli-v 
bgHiKM DM aUoW tbosuH^QsMdii that hie wished^ 
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to^tn)|hilWP(Mn|r]r«. 4{ui: eiieiiHlSvPfet0ii4 - tbat 

mvf^kf *9 ^tam teiiVM, which the tu«i#tt ftC^lKki 
4& ^tld cbes not admitf and a rpi^t d^e4 .qo| authp- 

* 

rise. But General Blake is a very loyal Spaniard. He 
i§,bowevwjMtlyMtoqMi^ANP.iKivingy^^ 
nity^WEpofied to aborohnfihirBtofcfom<liy^i ^arpopu-* 
litiM itf ibout tw*h undred tbonawidf rwoqs> wtiom 
he cauU^n0. longer guard agiiMt the yoke jf tli^ 
(fweli. ^Hto eruel.{irocMitiMtic#^iiiigbt;deQ«iy^ 
t)ii| multitude, always flattened with fa^v^gi ahamr9 
ID tbieir hop#s : bu( th^e impactM bMortmi sees ncH- 
tbipg in it, but a pfoof of the SpMiibgineraraiiMak^s 
q/||fi.. Thei^asseftioii^of several joarnaliats, that h0 
had sbamefiiUy betrayed Ahe «atr«il cause, wb^ch- 
be had defended with so^iucb zeal since the begin-r 
iliAgfOfi the war, can sciHr^^ly be credited. Yet bis 
qe^ndnct, after the siinemj^r ^ Saguntuoi, appears 
to confirm the (seveie opinion of bis eneiMia^ 
T^Tbat atlustre he wouW have shed on bis Career, if, 
after 'having. loade the utoM^Sit efibrts to relieve 
Valentias be bad wQved tamrds Catak>nia by fon^ 
marches! At all events be is iitxcuaable^.for not^ 
h^viog iiMid€isucb>airangteawnts,.^at, in case- of 
qped, lie afijglH haveioarcbed with lbi& fiaKv^r^of hj^ 
llpops lo Alica«t 9^ Car|bagQO% fog tbe^MiyrppSQ; 
of rejoiniiag Lord WeUtogton's gc«id.jirmy bytse%i 
i \^iiiist' the levents .4f..Valentia>cfttef^ witbr^ 
sbaitne.a C0oima«4rr, wb% till th^, bx^ "^en^mfi^ 
general, eat eem^ ifmlmnii^ a^ays Itcykie,: iftrjrf 
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ColoDd Skerreta favoiiraUt opportiMiff of repairw* 
ing,. in the »<»t briUitnt maimer, the fault of not 
haMrkif laoded at Taifogona the day before tbdt 
iMm was atorme^ ¥f thfeFrendi, under Suchet, 
Semible of the advantages, which he should derive' 
from the occupation of Tariffa, by t>btaining afree 
eommunicatton with Africa, Marshal Soult had' 
ordered MMslial Victor, in themiiiltof Dec«inlbfer, 
to detach a corps ^ tern thousand mim to tafce* 
pQSseswoB of tlMit Covw. On the twentieth of 
Debcsiber, General i^val, who was entrusted with 
this expedition, invested Tariffa on the land siii?,* 
tbe dthef being the exclusive domain of the allies. 
The garrison consitliKi of one thousand Engl^ 
iMops, and about the saibe number of Sp<iniard»« 
On the twehty.fifth the trentfhea were opened at 
one hundred and twenty fathoms distance from the 
piMc. Ob the tweiity-nintb thi besiegers opened* 
their batteries. The breach ivai j uc%ed practicable 
on the thirty.firsi, and at about eight o'clock in the 
DMrning, a strong column advteced towards it, in 
q94m to «ake the assault. It was composed of 
grent^iera and Veltigetiw, the flower of the besieg- 
ing army, lo spite oi a brisk fire by the biesieged,' 
^ Fr«M^b lioldfyadMMHed to the foot tf the breach. 
Tt^ firm uppearance of the garrtspn^ who fired 
timoat close vHf^ them, ami ar^ilriMiat covered 
Ik* biMchtf «3«oeil[|j^i8 coliiMi tei iMrograde wrth 
tt9«|lepaMelo^. TbetHito, satMid with hatiiig^ 
HiilMl ^9 oewed tbeir Mng. !» tins boitour ^f 
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•.gkmouftcMnce, Gol<MiMl€nier»fet|(»fntdilJ#g6iie^ 
nsky of grttiting aa moiitttire, tfatu A« - ^BteQCthf 
might carry eff thet wounMi left « thk g^oia;! 
The besiegeN Qontivued the Hie ^t tfajdir bott«inr 
tiU the fourth ofi January, 1 919; AMiaogfr itejr^ 
biKlaiiooeedetdiB widening the breacKofthe^dliiity^ 
4rst; of £>dcetiil>er, they* did not attempt to contend^ 
again wilbi tlM^^terison, who wene 'awailMg tbam> 

^ with intrcfiidityw In the aiiglkH^f tii^fMrtli to tlm^ 
fifth, tlM.Fi«achiietmatedmailfeifM,lelnriii|^ behind 
ti^em part of their artillery, wiAaall the i ta| i fcaon ti 
aaA tools for a aiege. 

TJik^aHiccesa? must ham caused Colonel Skerr^a 
t^ mMt lively regret at notitov'iilg landed at' Tar« 
rMfPi)(^)^^o ^o hamei%\v€Xi MarshliSucbet a leiaMi 

* c^ nioderatiaii, like that which Ik hadjuflt^giten t\y 
General Lewi* It must, howifvbrv be aehriow^w 
l|Mlged,.th^ Marshal SiitttttaeltkMc} a veiy ibprdpiif 
tiQPie« vis^i^e Qiiddhaaf file wintep,* foi* undtBrtal:in>g» 
th^ siege pf Taf ifia. The engiae^^ besides, [kt^ 
qeiB<)ed, ail they' had done at Ss(int-JeaOrd*A<mt 
ilgainst ail the rules of art. Th^ contented^ tbem- 
a^lves nMth establishing one paraNely to coWf 4ki^ 
canstrucf ien of the batteriasi The (OoIuOltiV' ^^^-^ 
iamd to miadtoibe»aault, i w^tb liggdtw iatte t^&tit 
tiliStpaiaUel; and thus to march, uaoQv^eiii, an^MA^ 
nom^y%Mutlm(it^^fy murderoift#re;*lo>drlfTe at 
tki^ hraaeh^ wimns, iii^ependeMl^F^fntbi^ Bllgliir 
hMn^aats., a dMl^ "wd^icfet ch^y hadfi6^1eei»ftd'^t»4NlP 
<jaW3Wrtc4 BttaaiM tlyek' toatfd^, ka4 feBdeti^ Hi 
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rfittack vdiy $miguiii«iy« How couU dteMftpiaiet 

i^live>sciiQk'9iW8iBulUawpuiiished? GSetieral I^e^ 

-^^iiltl^atqtrftmted witb foitificMion^ relied <^ hm 

.MgifiSeMD^i^ckeef, Wh*, 'eik^r «o spartf bis labbum 

^«ib tin fiikrngfhs oF fegufar appb^oaebes^ ovbecauB^ 

ibd-sti^(ftsed t4ie lire^eh woo Id be iiiM% d0fe»#6d 

'*by the*garris(W, aid vised an abswd mawoMffls^ fcor 

the tesolt afwbkk (ttfae:lo8S of a nutnbsMtf bra^ 

tiie») lie oiight tii*bave beea made ppirottally re- 

fi^Dsibie. Soldieis are the children 'pf tke fcooci- 

ttry. W'hberer causes llieir useless ' destruction, 

•either from i^oranoe >or mgilgem^^ ought tb^be 

ofileSfiUe to the 'Lea: Thlimk. This gfMod priiiei* 

"fil'M at kmce tho sole guarau>tee of an bOnourftMe 

&te for the indiVidu^ of alU rankS) ^ttiid the fiipt 

^ilfoguaYd of the gtoiy of empires. 

' The ttioP^^ment'ofitbe Eiiflisfa Gdbei'at HilI,C«» 

^^»rift^l3evilte, afibrdedian^ad^iti^t iMtti^e for i^ 

'vaisiiig of the sii^^'Olf Tarifl^. ^On the<tw6irty* 

' if6t4^^ ^ DSc^tiiber 1;hii3 g€»n6ral left the enviroits 

of FbMalagrely in the expei^tation of surpH^ing file 

•iPrimch at Merida. His advanced guard bappeiHid 

to fall in with a party of French mara^uders, tHio, 

having collected, formed a sqiiare, and, owing to 

'the nature of the ground, and to the rapidity of 

thdr march, succeeded in re«entering Merida, b^- 

(ore they could be attacked by the English infantry. 

The Freadi general did not deem it prudent 4o 

iNTlifit the Englrsh in his positron. He retneeted 

^ %y Atei H tihil eyo W Lerena; . whe»e General ]>iauet 
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was statMDcd with the greatest part of the fitit 
^oorpSt General Hill was at AloiMidpiileyo oh thir 
second of January^ ISIS. He- sent aat^gdk* 
tachment to reconDoitre aa far as L6# Santos*. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Abererombie, by whoni d»is 
di^chmeiM'Ai^as Commanded) completely defeated 
a parl|i o£one hundred Fmnch hocas. This slight 
advantage of the English, on the third, made the 
Frenob apprehensive of a serious attaok* Maishal 
Soult, <being resolved to' concentrate bis troops, 
with the view of protecting bis principal positiooSf 
ordered Marshal Victor to call. General Leval back^ 
Satisfied yith having created an alarm in the Cr^cU 
•cantonnnents^ General Hill returned to^bis fbifMir 
quarters^ on Ui^ froiitiers o^ Portugal. 

This harassing. system against the French in-ibis 
4puth of Estreinaduiat had pfobaUy no oth#i ob- 
•ject than ta make Marshal Mi^rriK>nt beliefihlbat 
Lord Wellington had many troops on the Ifft of 
the Tagus, thereby inducing bim no}: to basboui' 
any apprehensions respecting Cii|dad->Rodrjg^, the 
possession of which was coveted by the English 
commander. Marmont's security was, besides, in- 
creased by the facility with >which the blockade of 
that place had been raised three months before 
through the bare junction of four of bis divisions 
with General Dorsenne'sarmy ; a manoeuvre, which 
he might repeat at any time, and with a probability 
of an equally favourable result. He not only mH* 
tered his army in very extensive canl0|M«p^tS| |Nit 



'alUo 'deta6h# ^e^i^ra) MoiitiMrun with lMiediv#^ 
^im^ftm secx>nd the opemtions of ftiim l i i a l Sucbet 
IB th# ktt^piom ^f Valentia. lotimate^'acqiraint* 
;«d with ai| these dfetdils, Lord WellingteHfarriMt 
-on ibe^ightb^of JatiuM^ before Ciudbd*AMh*^o; 
whioh place was coiHiiileteiy invested Ofi the safm^ 
^ay. Qn tim ninth: Gmen\ Omwfmd cdrrved fiie 
fedoiillt of Si. Francis, at the point of^tebayonc^^ 
The possession of this post facilitated thepi^fes§of 
ithii^ amcks. /Phougti the wdrk»had-n0t yet been 
«fTiiah0d td tb^^ootof th^ breach, ^He weakness df 
the garrison detemiined tbe-Angfish general to tdUb 
-the place by storming and scaling; it at thi§ sanik 
time. ' Oti the nineteeiitfa, six cofiunns matcli^d 
against Ciudad-Rodf%o, liiift%u#jeeded in obtain* 
ing posseeflion of it inftss tHan tvmfiotsrs. ' ¥hes<^ 
different tuowmeftts were executed by th^ liid oT 
niglft- GenefaJ MaefcftflhrtonJ'Wftb commanded the 
column itetliried to stcA'tt), perished with th^ny 6f 
iiis brave soldiers throhgb the explosfon* of a mine". 
The scaling* proved fess fatal, because the -fl-erich; 
not expeclJSng sudi an attempt, were taken una** 
wares. They cfmployed almost alf their means oWe- 
fence to protect the breach. It is surprisfngthjit 
Lord Wellington, who hitherto had directed this 
important operation so well,' was not sensible that 
he ought only to have made a false attack on the 
best defended point, as the scaling alone promised 
the possession of. the pktce without much loss. 
Every thinyinduc?e»th«fl)elief that the inhabitants 



*|i«d faiitaiM «be fioglkh km «ft% tliey migbt 
jbceome Hwi^s of ^e tomn ; they periii^ft «f en 
did not lefeMin idle. in. tteitf hduwa^ mkm Ibe al- 
Imi MiMked the French m the famfMrtt. The 
:dMn(MliWaie».tlMrefbra, «H'iii favoui^of tbttEng** 
4MhgeQeial;< Md'he might tere taken the gatrrison 
hf «ui^ne« ^nkI be made^ bis arrangettentt accord- 
ingly^ 001 tii6veiy night after, his arrival befoiii Ciu- 
dad«Aa4rigo, ^ 

. Tbi. garoaop^ asiowitiog to seinenteen bandMd 
foen, fturrendeved at diwretipn. dEbcir lots was 
iSfual to that of the dBias, which was rated at one 
lliousand killed or wopitided^ The Governor Bar^ 
prio did his <hity. CiQdad«>R;odrigo, tA be safe 
jigaiost a amp fir umih, requires ilve thousand 
4ioGq|S: mA time wtre biuidly. half tbe number 
'j|phe9 Xx^rd Welling^ innfte bis app e a n a noe, -{To 
Ibispapital fault OMlftt be wMMlthat of not hnring 
^taobed a diiiision to bafiss the ailieSf and oblige 
tbem to deride their fofCis^ Nothing was more 
easy than to send aueh traops from tbe tenth to 
the fifteenth, to take post between Marilla and 
I^amaoiies, and exchange every day some cannon 
fhots with the besiegers, until tba French army was 
poUected. This manoeuvre, by diminishing tbe 
means of attack on the fsrt of tbe allies, would 
have given hopas to tbe besieged of being soon te« 
lieved, and| the attempt at scaling betog thus ren-^ 
dered more difficult, wwild' {probably bavf failedi 
like similar attempt ^i»tt Badajo^ the month 
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oMiim, 1411* .M itabal Mamoort it a teqr good 
artitieiy offioer i lH|t lie is not •i^eiaiitly skilled ia 
thd higher tactiee. . Oo the stjcteenth of Jaaiiefy 
he wrote Co Bertbier i^'' I bail boUected Ave dU 
visions, for the purpose at tbrowtag sii^lies into 
Citulad-Rodrigo: but this force is aoar inadequate 
4# the .object. I am* therefore^ tinder the aeoossi- 
ty -of recaUing two divigiipi 4mm the army of the 
north. I • shall tlMi iiave. above MXty ^ousand 
ment*.with vdraQft I shall inaroh agaiilst the eaeii^« ' 
Yoii.'may txpect w&q$$^ aA foriuoate^ as glorioua 
fi^ the Frenoh aony// Bntin spite of tifteae flat«t 
, teneg piomisca, Ittflarahal Mannont^ was ebljged to 
write to Prince Bertbkr on the IwmtieAh : '* Oa 
Ihe sixteenth the English hatteiies opeoftdi tbair a 
ifipe at a gcea^t dio^ee^^ . Oo the niaeteeath the 
jj^ace was taken fay atorm, and fell iafo diepofiN^ 
eftbeeaeaay. Tbcaek aoaaothing ao iiigtfifijuwliaap. 
$iUe in this e ven^- ^t I allow myself qo okaeriiN 
tiQn* J iim nol y«|jMiiiiaal64 »^^ 

A town taken by storm la an aigym^at «mtUy 
understood by less aenaiUe men than Marmwti 
But a tone ot myatepy waa aeaessary to palUata J 

gross ^ulis, ariaii^p Aam the moat fatal a^earil^ 
When Buonaparte heard this intelUgeqcet ImVBflr 
mediately perceived that. Ms. an^imtju^ 
waa inoapable of aiaceessfuUjii; holding the imfK^ 
ant eemmand eatrasted to hkn* 

SatialMUwitk hav^ taught iMaimonK fiiit h* 
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•urpaMed him in activity and boldiM^s, ,th« Emg-^ 
liftH commaiider resumed bis posit too of Fonte* 
Guinaldo* H$ might d^ily have canied off thfe 
French advanced guard,; which, on the twenty- 
second, made Its appearance near Tamames. The 
enterprise was favoured by tlie occupation of Ciii- 
dad^Rodr^go, as the detachment, entrusted witb 
tfie operation, would have had aisafe retreat under 
the cannon of that town. Fifteen thousand qhoie^. 
men ought to have been placed in ambush on the 
road to Salamanca* A corps of four or five thou-, 
sand light troops should have marched against the 
French, with orders to fall back at their approach. 
These light troops, when near the ambush, would 
s have hastened their retreat in apparent confusion » 
which would have induced the French to be more, 
eager in the pursuit. The concealed soldiers, then 
rmhing from- the ambush, would have feUen upon 
the rear of the French column, ^and iipfallibly. de- 
stroyed it. General Souham's division, which ap- 
peared on the twenty-second in the vicinity o£ 
Xamames, amounted only to ten thousand men. 
It is by manceuvres like the one here described that 
k the forces of an enemy are ruinedt without expe- 

riencing the enormous losses, occasioned by sieges 
and battles. 

/ 1 Lord Wellington must also be blamed for havii^ 
aflowed generals to place themselves at the ImsA 
of their columns, in the attack, of Ciudad-Rodfigo*: 
AgkmdtdX officer Is extrenoely valuable, e^ecially 
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\l^hen he is skilled in his profession. General 
Crawfurd possessed* the qualities reqatsite for a' 
command in chief; whilst, at the head of ti storm- 
itig cdlitmn, his thin person, and diminutive size, 
rendered him inferior to a grenadier. Captains, or 
lieutenant-colonels at most, ought to be charged 
with heading such attacks, which are always de- 
strmrtive, though often fruitless. Generals and 
colonels ought to be reserved for operations^ requir- 
ing the talents which their situations demand, or 
stfppose. General Crawfurd had been personally 
known in Ireland, in the year 179S, to the author 
of this history; who entirely agrees with Lord Wei* 
lington in the sentiment, which his Lordship has 
so well expressed in his letter* to the Earl of Liver- 
pool, tiated Gallegos, the twenty-ninth of Jaiiuary, 
1812, when he says, that Major-General Crawfurd 
died on the twenty-fourth of the month, from the 
wounds which he received on the nineteenths 
when leading the light division of the army at the 
storming of Ciudad-Rodrigo; that although the 
conduct of General Crawfurd, on the occasion 
wherein he was wounded, excited the admiration 
of the whole army, yet he cannot report the death 
of this officer, without expressing the profound 
' grief which he feels on seeing His Majesty lose the 
services, and himself the assistance, of an officer of 
tried talents and consummate experience, who wad 
the ornament of his profession, and oMculated to 
fender tb^' most imporfant services to hi; country. 
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It 18 the duty of i^ chief to preser?e his soldiers ; it 
II his interest to be spariog of the blood of his ge- 
neials* Lord WelliDgton must, no doubt, have 
set the highest value upon Ciudad-Rodrigo, as its • 
conquest cost the life of one of his ablest colleagues* 
The French had been obliged to evacuate the . 
Asturias, and part Of the kingdom of Leon, ia or- 
der to collect forces, sufficient to succour Ciudad- 
Rodrigo. Their retreat was rather precipitate; and 
yet the Spaniards did . not avail themselves of it. 
That this part of Spain, formerly so active and so. 
obstinate in opposing the French, acted, ever since 
La Romana's death, with a faint*heartediiess, un- 
worthy both of its numerous and warlike popula- 
tion, and of its constant hatred towards the^ French,. 
U really surprising. This apathy cannot be ac- 
counted for, but as the result of intrigues on the 
part of Buonaparte's secret agents. The Marque- 
sito, and Generals Mendizabal and Abadia,. were 
men of equal merit with the Baron d^Eroles, Lascy, 
and Hevira, the leaders of the insurrection in Cata- 
lonia. Why had not the inhabitants of Galicia, 
Inhere there was hot a single Frenchman in arms, 
a body oi fifty thousand well organised and disci^ 
plined troopa on their frontiers, ready to avail them^ 
selves of the advantage gained by the grand allied 
fHTiny ? What a difference between this ^s^pineness 
of the G^licians, and the eneigy of the Cataionian^l 
During.. the siege of Valentia, General Laacy and 
the B«ro9 d!J&role8 marcheid »g«^6t. Tiarragoua, af 
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the h09A of ten thousand men. Their aHack waisi 
favoured hf ^ English sqoadron cruising in thai 
quarter; On the twenty*fourtfa of January, ten 
thousand French attacked thQ Spaniards^ who, at 
ihjeir approbch, had raised the blockade of Tarra- 
gona, to give them battle. The conflict took place 
on'^the heights of AltafaDa, to the north of Tarnui 
«^ona. Although the French were equal in num«* 
bers to the Spaniards^ victory long remained doubt* 
ful ; and was only due at last to the superiority of 
th6 French cavalry. The Catalonians effected their 
retreat ^through the mountains, towards Gervera, 
with little loss. 

'From the twentieth lo the thirtieth of January, 
General Decaen manoeuvred against Sarsfield's 
and Revira's columns, in the neighbourhood of 
Yique and Manresa. This petty warfare was cont 
fined to some skirmishes, in which the inhabitants^ 
from their agiiity, and knowledge of the country, 
had constantly the advantage. The Spanish leader^ 
did not deem themselves strong enough for a ge* 
neral engagement ; and kept thehr columns un** 
touched. This situation of affairs in Catalonia 
tendered the arrivah of General Blake, in that pro- 
vince, ; extremely seasonable. This general had 
shewn, by supplying Gerona, in August, 1809, his 
great experience in the warfare of mountainous 
countries. He, moreover, enjoyed the confidence 
of the inhabitants. All these advantages leave no 
doubt but that he vouhi have forced the French 
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general to retreat, with ttie wreck of his atmy, anr* 
der the ramparts of Perpignan ; and had it not been 
for his ipfluence, the magistrates of Ya^entia vrould 
have i^eed to a capitulation., humiliating eoouj^h 
]D itself, but to which the conquerordid not intend 
to adhere^ when he signed it. 
How could Buonaparte hope for the submission 
of Spain, when he suffered the most arbitrary mea- 
9uTes to be adopted by almost all his agents ? By 
-the second article of the capitulation of Valentia, 
Marshal Suchet had solemnly promised ihat no in- 
fuiriei concerning the pasi should be made against 
thosCt who had taken an active part either in the war^ 
or in the revolution; and yet an official report, of the 
twenty«fourth of January, states that ^^ fifteen hun- 
dred iniuriated monks hare .been arrested, and sent 
to France. .The leaders of the insurrection, who 
frequented the house of the English consul, as well 
as the satellites of that wretch, have been execute 
ed in the market-place, to the great satisfaction of 
the good inhabitants who had no share in the as* 
sassination of the French/' Bvt the transgressions, 
alluded to by Marshal Suchet, had occurred during 
the revolution ; and the guilty had been absolved 
by the capitulation. 

The well-known loyalty of the French character 
ought to have prevented any recrimination for the 
past. But it was the practice of the lieutenants of 
Buonaparte, formed in his school, especially of 
those who shared his first campaigns in Italy, to 



he preceded by captivating prpdamations, promise 
ing liberty, justice, aod the respect of property. If 
weH receiyed, they immediately threw away the 
masic : all ^e services, nrhich tlie iohaUtants had 
been eag^ to render,- were forgotten^ and they 
drained thd country with unparalleled addlness and 
severity, under the specious pretence of maintaij|<- 
ing their arm)e8»:wiii€b>iie«;erthele98^ were in want 
of every thing. This obsecvatkn, however, is not 
applicable to Suchet'a conduct, for Im army was 
constantly well aupplied: but he rtiust be^^blao^ed 
for not serupulousl)eiObserviRgitbe capitniatiqn of 
Valencia. To reward his successes agaiqst Ge- 
neral Blake, and his political measures against (be 
inhabitants of A^alentia, be was created Duk^ of 
Albufera. He was, no doubt, v.afraid of not bei)|g 
thought the sole author of the conquest, of Vale^OF- , 
tia, when he published that ^^ Gi^neral Montbrun 
.bad been very tardy in his march.with the division 
t>f the army of Portugal. Had he arrived at tbf ^ 
appointed time, all that escaped of the ^vtayht^l^^ 
Murcia would have been taken." Suchet's glory 
had no need of this attack upon the reputation of 
a brave man. 

Montbrun is an excellent cavalry, officer in the 
field of battle;* but be was incapable of .making 
any use of the three divisions of infantry, which 
he was to Ijsad to Valentia, and he was delayed o«i 
.liis march by a counter order. He arrived at Al- 
nanza on the eleventh of January, Valentia had 
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dieady oapitukted ; and tniddos to di«plai)r hm 
abilities as . a ^<>m«ander-ia«clitef; he marcbed 
igairtit Alicaof. He met with ievemi bordfes of 
i^oish peasaiitSy whom bis choice ftoops easaljr 
dia^itod. ' On arriving- befina Alieautt- be. threw 
aom<^ ahetti into the towot in order to. alarm the 
^arriaoii and rnhabitanta. The gavemor^ beingaqm* 
moned ta aurreiidery mpiied with, much firmneas ; 
alabough litoiibimi waa not aahamed of solemnly 
"asauring hian, '** that ha^waa followed l^ Marshid 

Sttchet, with his whole army ami heavy artillery/' 

» 

'Bttt GmemI Antonio de la. Com was not tbe 
diipeof ao.clum^astratagao^; siace, far&oni mm 
diicing blm to surrender to a cavalry officer, the 
asaeition witti better calculated to make, him wait 
,atntit the place should have had tbe honour of baii^ 
1)esieged by ai Marshal of France *' with ki$ keavjf 
art^ery.'* Mefrtbruo deserved this mortified tion^ 
Particularly as he had been warned by Mai^bal 
fiaichet that tbe time waa not yet come to mardi 
against AKcaat^ a well fortified towo^r which r^ 
quieed battering ordnance. At length, being sen- 
sible of the incbavenienee of his absence from the 
army of Portugal, he resumed his march to tbe 
Tagus, which he should have donai^a few days 
sooner. He rejoined Marmont on tbe twenty-iifth 
of January, with the triple regret of not having 
contributed to the congest of Valentia, of having 
foiled before Alicante and^f not having arrived i^ 
time ehottgh to saw Ciu)Aad«Rodfiga, 



^ 



A 9horV:^Mlie aft^r, Marsbal Sachet detaobed 
Qeneml HarMipe,wi(h ooedivmon, to obstruct tbe 
giurtiBOD of Alieaot,. in. their attempts to poth pm* 
tim fiir into tile country. This general sent an o&> 
ficer undes pretence of summoning tbe place, butt 
m factt to retonnakre the Ibrtificationa, and- ap- 
proaches of th^; toif^*; for officers, entrusted wifU 
aucb: errands, are frequently no bettor tbm. feo^ 
nourabie.spies, whom an able general often employs 
With suc^essii The governor tetomed General H^ 
rispe tho^ame answ^ as he bad given to OMkmt^ 
brun. Another ostensible motive |br aending n 
Freoeh officer into tbe town, concerned the «xt- 
change of the Spaniards, taken prison^is at ¥alen«- 
tia^ lor about two thousand French that were i4r 
AKcant* This exchange had been agreed. upon 
between Blakie and Suchet4 But th» governor re^ 
plied: '^ that he could nbt obey General BfadcjeTs 
<miers» when he bad lost bis authority/' Sucbeti 
however, proved more fortunate at Peniscola,* The 
governor surrendered 'that fortress on the fourtbof 
f obraary. He even olaimed some merit for hi* 
cowardfcse, by saying: *' that he had m.eaps to re^ 
sist for two n»0nths> and that he ba4 refused to 
adiant the>&igU*b, who offered to occupy tbe 
place/' Tbe object of tbis boasting- was merely to 
please Suchet ;. for had this governor been so fa^ 
vourable towards the Frtncb, why did be not sur- 
render the^town, when liie tm6f», sent tcvjbtockade 
it^ bad taben a position ta keep the garrison in 
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awe daring * tbe month of Septemhery l&M I Iff 
is highly ridiculous and uncandid in aay man tm 
boast of being tbe warm^friend of a eaiise fbat he 
opposed^ when he might bare espoused it witboul 
danger^and rendered it tbe greatest senrices. 

Had the English offered to oecupy Peniacola^ 
before tbe conquest of Valeotia,. they would bafie 
been received with open arms, a»atTanffa;..aBd 
Ibe national enthusiasm renders it probable, tbat 
tbe governor would have . paid for their noa-ad* 
mission ^iih his head. The loss, of the place must 
be attributed solely to the supineness of the higher 
powers, who were not sensible of tbe impoitasce 
of this post for th^ correspondence With the gue^* 
rillasolF Gastile and Arri^on. Five hundred English, 
mod a few gun*boatts, would have been suf&cieat to 
•preserve this little Gibraltar*^ From the moment 
tbat Spain was invaded by tbe French, the Supreme 
Junta ought to have requested tbe English goyera^ 
ment to take under its. immediate protection, with 
its land and. naval forces, all tbe fortified points on "^ 
the coast, communicating with the ships of war» 
ao as to be effectually defended by them. Nay, 
more, the English government ought tor|havere-- 
quired it as indispensible, towards the success of 
the general offensive and defensive system, to be 
adof^d for the deliverance of the peninsula. 

The advantages gained by tbe alU^, over Mar« 
sbal Soultv made them foiget the re^rses suffered 
in the.kiogdom of Yalentia. On tbe. sixteenth , of 
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February,.BaliasteTot attacked the Freoyeh general^ 
Maransiii, near - Cartama. The conflict was ex« 
ttemely obstinate, and lasted three hours. The 
numbters were three thousand on each side. The 
nature of the ground having favoured the 'move- 
ments of the Spaniards, they sent the chciicest 
troops of their column agarnst the French on 
the left, who 'fell back, and hurried the remaia- 
der of the line away in their flight. The French 
were pursued as far as Malaga. This advantage 
wast>uttbe prelude tp one of the most astonishing 
exploits mentioned in history, the storming of Ba« 
dajto. ' The allies left their position near Almeida 
in the early part of March. Lord Wellington set 
out froin Frenada on thd sixth, and arrived on the 
eleventh at Eivas. His Lord^ip invested Badajos 
en the sixteenth, and the trenches were opened 
in the night of the seventeenth to tke'eighteenjth« 
General Graham was ordered to Santa-Martha^ 
wids a corps of observation*, to cover the operations 
o^ thesiege against the troops thitt might come from 
Andalusia. General Hilhwas d^ached with two 
divisions to Merida, in order to. watch the meve« 
ments of the French in that quarter. The French 
general, Drouet^ was stationed: at Villa-Franca. 
Threatened on his front by General Graham, and 
on his right by ^General Hill, he might easily have 
been carried off* by fdrces so superior. The allies^ 
bowever, made no attempt against him^ But as 
\^ wiiihed to keep^ up bis communication with 
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General Derieen, who we» posted at La Serm», 
moA heBt\ng that Merida. bad been occupied hy 
General Hill he tboiigbr bis positioo dangerous^ 
and fell back to Hwnacbos^ bjr Puebla*d&l-*XVior. 

Oft the iiiiieteeiith, the garrison of Badajoz made 
a aortie» with two thousand men, on the right of 
die woricst* The besiegers were on their guaid r 
ihey reoeived the French at tibe point of the bayonet^ 
and forced them back to thej>hce. On the twenty-^ 
aixtfat Lord Wellington ordered Fort La Pieurina 
to be warmly cannonaded. The occupalidn of that 
fort was ne c e e sa iy to fiieilitate his approach towanb 
the body of the place. As aooot therefore, as the 
artillery had damaged the palisadoes, this worit 

4 

was carried, swocd in band, by five hundred choice 
trwpst. General Philippon, the governor of Bada^* 
jos, beii^ ahumed at an event, by which his meima 
of resistance were considerably diminished, made 
immediately a strong sortie to retire to La Pieimna^ 
But his movement had been foreseen. The French 
were repulsed, and the English occupied the fort. 
This advantage caused the second parallel to be 
constructed, with scarcely any loss. The attack 
was confined to the front, formed by the bastionsi 
La Trinidad and Santa-Maria. 

Three breaches appeared practicable on the sixth 
of April ; and General Picton was ordeited to scide 
the castle, situated on the right of the attadc^ near 
the Gaadiana. Two divisions were to gi^ the 
assault by the three iKeaehea^. Several fidse a^ 
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twkcHHreFe ordered against Fort PanbUpyt Foct Ska. 
ChriatovaU and other works, on both banks, of the( 
Guadiana. Ail (he columns began aKnrtng at ten, 
o'clock at night. This bold enterprise was Crowii»> 
ed with ibe most complete success, exc^>t4on die 
breaches, where the most heroic intrepidity was 
paralysed b^ the resources of art. The £nglbli 
general committed here the same fiiuJt a» at the 
capture of Ciudad-Rodrigt* As the approach of 
the relieving army, under the command of Matshai 
Soult, did not leave him time for a regular esta* 
blishment at the foot of the breaches, he should 
have made only feints Qti those points, in order not 
expose the flower of his troops to a certain and 
useless death. The success of General Picton's 
attack was sufficient to take possession of Badajoz« 
The inconveniencies, attendant on tlple storming 
of a place in the night, have already been stated b^ 
the author, in his ^' Reflections on the siege of Ba* 
dajoz in 1 &1 1 .' ' The opinion of the eelebratied Vauf 
baa coincides with his.own. When this great engi-» 
neer was besieging. Valenciennes, he proposed to 
Louis XI y. that the assault should be made at 
noon* The French marshals protested against the 
measure, pretending that night was more favour- 
able. . Vauban persisted. '^ You wish,'' obsermd 
be, '\ to spare the blood of the soldiers. You wiU 
%pare it much, better when they fight by day*light» 
vifitbout confusion, and without tumult. We wai^ 
t« surprise l^e enemy« Tfaey always expect to be 
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attacked by«igbL We shall sorprise ihem mocti 
more effectually, when, exhausted with the fatigues 
of their night watch; they will be under the neea* 
^ty of encountering our troops refi^shedi and 
proud to fight under the eyes of their king. Night 
iawurs the coward, and is attended with the dan- 
ger of one part of our troops firing upon the other ; 
which indeed happens but too frequently/* 
Louis XIV.' adopted Vsmban's opinion, in spite of 
the opposition mtid^ by Marshals de Schomberg, de 
Luxemboui^, de Lorge, d'Humi^es, and de 4a 
Feuillade, and the minister Louvois, who were all 
present at |he council of war. Valenciennes wa» 
taken by storm on the seventeenth of March ; and 
its garrison, amounting to four thousand men» 
obliged to surrender at discretion* This conquest, 
one of the moat JbrjUiant exploits of Louis XIV» 
cost him but forty men. The loss of the allies at 
BadajoZy-on the sixth of April, amounted to about 
four thousand, killed or wounded ; yet it may stiU 
be regarded as ^ small, considering the nature and 
number of the attacks. It would even have prov- 
ed more considerable, had the works of the siege 
been carried on to the body -of the place. In 1693$ 
the Prince of Orange lost twenty thousand men at 
liie dege of Namur^ and Marshal Boufflers, ' who 
commanded in the place, had ten thousand killed or 
wounded. Lord Wellington is for from meriting any 
blame, with respect to the loss which be sulSPeffed ; 
but had he av^led hiinself of every fiMrourabIeu:ir<» 
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cuni^ntBei he would have obtained tlte same re- 
sult at a much cheaper rate: It is not the wish of 
the author to indulge in any evif-minded censure : 
but the just severity of the historian does not share' 
in the enthusiasm of periodical publications; and 
the splendour of a victory ought not to absorb the 
errors committed in gaining it. Woe to those 
that insult the writer, whom the love of truth 
proitipts to tell mintsters and warriors what sooner 
or later may be conducive to their individual ^lo- 
ry, and to the prosperity of th^ state I 

Marshal Sou It was under no apprehensions for 
Badajoz. Philippon's fine defence of the preceding 
year, a garrison of five thousand men, and the>con- ' 
struction of several out- works, seemed ta justify his 
confidence^ The place was supplied with provision* 
for two.mohths. But be must have been acquainted 
with Lord Wellington's designs upon Badajoz, otf 
the seventeenth or eighteenth of March ; and it re- 
quired only six days to assemble the troops, neces- 
sary for the relief of the place. Instead of leaving 
Seville on the first of April, he ought to have begun 
hts movenient on the twenty-fifth of March; in 
^hich case, he would have reached Villa- Franca on 
the second of April, whereas he arrived there only 
dri the eighth, two days after the English had tri- 
umphed over both the prodigious exertions of « 
choice garriison, and the scientific calculations of 
'Buoi^aparte's ablest lieutenant. Marshal Soult's 
mortification must have been at its utmost height^ 
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urbeo be Inroed the fitte of General Piiilippoi|| 
whose conduct most certainly is libpve all well^ 
founded rqproacb^ n This officer, on the contraryt^ 
might have complained that Soult bad not given 
him a garrison of eight thousand men, such as a 
plaee tf f the extent of Bad^joz required* 

General Lery» engineer-in-chief to the army of 
the soHtb, wrote to General Kellerman wspecttng 
the loss of this place :~^^ The conquest of BadiQox 
costs me eight engineers. I am not yet acquaint- 
ed with the deuilsof that fatal event. Never waa 
there a place in a better state, better supplied, and 
better provided with the regttisiie number of 

tfioops «»•• There is, lb that event, a marked 

ftitality,. • . I confess my inability to account 

for its bad defence*. • Very Mtetmm works 

|iave been constnicted. All our .calculations bave 
been disappointed. The army of Portugal with« 
drew to a greater distance fsom us, Wbenit ought 
^o bave dra.wn nearer ; and thus Lqrd Welljngton» 
with his Anglo- Portuguese troops, has ti^ken the 
place, as it were, in presence of twp arasiea^ 
amounting together to about eighty thousand men. 
This is the consequence g( not having a sjapreme^ 
chief on the spot, to direct the movements*.^.*** 
In s6ort, I think the capture of Badfyoz a very 
extraordinary event, and I should be much at a 
loss to account for it in a clear and distinct manner*'* 

This letter contains the highest eiilogium on 
the operations, of the allies, Ijy an gffieeri^ very 
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great iberit. • He is, however, mistaken respecting 
the garFis0n, which Hid not consist of the requmte. 
number of troops, especially after ter^ txtehmm 
works had been coni^tructeci ; whilst, before those 
additional works, when Marshal Soiilt took the 
place fl'om the Spaoiards^ the garrison amounted to 
abo^e^nin# tho'usand men. The English general « 
had ordered his two corps of observation to fall 
bMli, fot the fifiirpose olf concentrating his troops ; 
to be xsmuMs of His movements, whatever might be 
tlie kMMhr of the assault. The town being once 
takoO) it would t^ave been idle in Lord Wellington 
to encounter Soult, and run the risk of affording 
him an opportunity to palliate the fault of not hav* 
ing. relieved Badajoz, by the brilliant report of a 
sfti^itnary battle, which ^ the superiority of his 
cdvalrv would have rendered' as murderous arid 
fi^iftless as that of Aibuera. Sir Rowland HilL 
coiHinued on the lefti(Sf^ the^Tagus, and the main 
part of the 'English *artojr recrossed that river, t# 
force Marmont's return into Spain. 

Marshal Marmont's conduct, since Lord Wel- 
lington's departure from the neighbourhood of Al- 
meida, up to his re<rurn to that^plac^, clearly shews 
thail he was not sorry for Soult having in his turn 
been taught a lesson of vigilance- Gn the tenth 
of ^larch, the English ariiy wasihpidly moving 
towar(|| the soulh of Portugal. Marmont might 
have b^n on the Agueda on the fifteenth. He 
<inly feacb^d that river towards the latter end of 

R 
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the mofiib. On the third of April, b^ reconncifrdE 
AUseida. On the seVetitti, be moved with several 
difwiono towards Sabugal/ 'His advanced guard 
eMered CastelJo-Branoo Vfi the twelfth, and fell 
back on th^ fourteenth, havitig heard of Lord WeU 
lington's approach. Marmont fecrossed the Ague- 
da on the twenty-third. He bad gained some trifiTtng^ 
advuntages over the militias, and foraged the country 
on ihe eastern boundaries of Portugttl. He suffer* 
ed a fine opportunity to escape for repaifiiig th# 
fiiult which he had eommitted, by not refteving 
Ciudad^Rodrigo. Had he' attteked that plaee 
about the fifteenth of Mareh, as he might easily 
have done, he would have obtained possession of 
k by the tenth or twelfth of April, aind indem*'- 
nified Buonaparjbe for the loss of Ba'dajor^ which 
certainly gave great dissatisfaction to the cabinet of 
the Thuilleries.. A masterly general, instead o^ 
carrying desolation into the btfmlets and cottages 
ef Portugal, would have left a corps of twenty 
thousand men on the Agueda. Half'of these troops 
would have laid siege to Ciudad*Rodrigo ;'and the 
other half would have taken a position^ to cover the 
operations of the besiegers. With^the remainder 
of his army, amounting to about forty thousimd 
men,' a good general would have marched to IVfe- 
rida, by Almaraz. On the first of April betlouM 
have effected his junction with Marshal Soiftf, who 
was coming from Seville with about forty thousand 
men, and their joint marching to Badajoz wouM 
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have llcMrced the English .«6 giv«i up their desigiis 
upon thtt place, as it had done iff 181 1. ft realiy 
is as mortifying to the French generals, as it h 
gtorioiis to the English commander, that ah army 
of fifty thousand men, should, by the ability and 
kfoldne^ of its mafooeuvres, have been enabled to 
like Mm stfong plac^, the reputed keys of Spaifi 
btf'tiife side of Portugal, in spit^ of their being pM" 
t^^d by two French armje^ amounting together 
to at least eighty thousand men under arms. Tbfe 
conduct of Marshal Marmdnt excites, indeed, little 
surprise: btltit is difficult to conceive why Marshal 
Soult,so distinguished for twenty years of serviceSt 
. ds useful as brilliant, suffered Badajoz to be tak0h 
. without opposition. If Marmont's jealousy ope* 
tilted so as to keep back assistance, and the inade- 

« 

qtia^y of his.own*i:r6ops made him afraid of being 
unable to oppose the fell of that place, he ought to 
have blown up its fortifications, after having evacu- 
ated it, and have kept only a flying camp in Estre- 
madura. 

During Marshal Soult's absence, the Count of 
Penne-Villemur, who had beien detached from the 
fifth Spanish army, left the coimty of Niebliei, and 
apprbached Seville on the fifth of April. For seve- 
raldays he bad frequent skirmishes with the French 
garrison. Lord Wellington, in his letter, dated 
Nisza; the eightemth of April, informs the Earl of 
Liverpool, that %he Spanish general Penne-Ville- 
mttt 1ml ^Adtibeedto Seville^y the right banks of 
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the GuadalquiT^ri tbaton the fifth he hadtngaged 
the gafrison of SeJrille« aod the fortifiec) convents 
oo the banks of the river, and that he ha4 forced 
them to withdraw wlhin their works. He comi« 
Hues to state that the Count of PeDne-Vilieoiiirr^^ 
treated Qu the tenths upon the iQformation wkieb hii 
Lordship gave when Badajoz fell, and|«f|Oli.Ji cqn* 
victiion that Marshal Soul t wowld immediildiy mturji 
lo Andalusia, without risking {i battle, to whioliil 
was no( in the English commander's power to brin§ > 
him.^ Lord Wellington expressed a Jiope thai tkt 
Count of Penne-Yillemur had informed General . 
Ballasteros of these circumstances, with which he 
was desirous that the latter should be acquainted* 
Th^ French general had b^en under the necessity 
of leaving only the number of troops absoliiteJjr 
necessary for the defence of the immense magazines 
of Sevjlie. General Ballasteros had coiDp|etely 
defeated the garrison of Malaga on the sixteenth of 
February ; and, from the irery beginning of thf ^{^ . 
of Badajoz, he must have been requested to be 
doubly active, in order to diminish, as much as pos- 
sible, the forces destined for the relief of that 
place ; and yet he neglected such a capital oppor* 
tunity of destroying the French establishments at 
Seville.. His junction with Count Penue-Yill©* 
mur would have roused the energy of the nume- 
rous population of that city. ii«4 he even <hrov- 
pied it only for twenty «four konvB^ thai tijoie «POtil4 
have been sufficient to deprive th# ^iMch i^ |heir 
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nvattf reMonses^ Aware of the possibility of suefl 
9it event, Marshal Soult hastened back to Sevilte 
fcy forced marches* ©n the eleventh of April, the 
cavsriry of his tear guard was attacked at ViHa- 
Garcia by Sir Stapleton' Cotton, and pursued as^ far 
as Lerena. TfeJ* loss afniwlnted only to about Wo 
hundred men hors de^coiHhmi^ because^ on their 
reaching Lerena, they had felieYlrotectionof a corps 
of ten tbiMisand ft>ot. The n^xt day Marshal Soult 
continued iiit>vin|^'^towards Andalusia ; leaving 
General Drouet posle#att)vejuna, with his left af 
'Guadalcanal, eoveHfig^the toad to Seville, and fai« 
ffgfat at JBIeialeazwr, to protect Cordova, and the 
defiles of the Sieita-Morena. 

Notwithstanding the numerous errors committed 
on both sides, the honour of this winter's campaign 
is due to the allies, although their faults surpassed 
tho^ of the French, its they had seen Lord 
Wellington alwafys actin^inrilb the greatest circum- 
spection at filMBco, at TbrnS^Vedras, at Santarem, 
and at Fonte-Guinafdo, An^ng the blockade of 
Cieiad-Rodrigo in ISll, Soult and Marmont were 
(AT from suspecting that the English commander, 
suddenly changing hit method, would succeed id 
taking, nay, more, would even think of taking two 
well supplied and well defended places, in sight of 
those legions, so long the terror of the northern 
|i^wers. With such soldiers as those, who, from their' 
tHAqpuest of Badajoz, are all entitled to the appella- 
tfM «f heroes, the fi^gHsK commander might kme 
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obtaiiAd results, more conduejlfe tct the ii4f|WP^ 
dtonce of th« peninsula. Qiud^d-Roflrigo anc) 0«^ 
4^0? would both have beeq ietaken by the Frencbti 
had Marahal SouUt after having co^loctpd aiv ^fny 
sufficiently strong, to rosvit Lord W^Dgtfm, 
thougbt U of impprtanm* for his designs to bring 
those twp places btcl^ i^tp bis system of operations^ 
J^ battles against ; ]ii|H»ipiit offered a much m(»» 
grf^tifying prospect It wpuld not have oos^ more 
tjl^aA the two sieves. »The absence of hii cavi^ry, 
l)qd of th^ three divisions, which bad been marchedi 
to, Alicant under Montbruf, secured a complete 
victory to the fingljsh. What imoiense benefUi^ 
Lord Wellington would have deriirAd frp^n ja fiiv. 
campaigns under General Kleber ! Had be* possess- 
ed the advantage oO improving the un^om^i^qik 
talents^' with which natqre has endowed himi Jii^ 
the School of a geneia(:ff the first rank, sR»^Marl^ 
Ijoromgh did under Turei|ne» he wouid moat certain- 
ly have equalled lus^oiaster. ^He hivi ficted Qcca« 
sipnally^ as if he ^ere ffmid of gi ving battle. When 
a commander has trocipa that are able to scale a ior- 
ti;es8, he taiay dare any thi^g, with a certain proa-^ 
yect of victory. AH the battles fought by* hta 
f^ordship were defensive. At Viniiesa he way 
attacked by Junot ; at Talavera, by Victor ; at ^u- 
nt^o^ and Fuente-derQnora, by Massena. Hin 
^Oga^emenjts at Oporto against Soult; at Ffm 
4'Aronce against Ney ; and atSabugal agaigst A^y^i 
^^ must have conviaa»dl<hii9 of U^ m^ J¥^ll6h 
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4eiM:e» aN •Hwhwtit of Ibb^ officem and soMieiff 

ofhisMBiy- ' ; .. . , 

\>^^ wjpuld require a volume to give a detailed iac- 

qo^iat pf qU tbf pwtia^l comj^ats, fou|;lit at dijSerent 
points of Sp^D during the first four months of the 
y^r 181?, and jespecj^v during April; General 
Abadi^ marche^, ^division pf t^e army of Galicig 
i0to the. i^ingdoj^^f JLeon. : Pon Julian Sanchez 
jp^peirate^d Jntf) Ca^liJe, and captured several con- 
vpys ; Mprillo advaocied, for the purpose of recon* 
jioitring, as f^r as thie gatss of AJmctgro iti La 
Manctii^;^ pajron d'JJ^rples fought op. the seventh of 
Aprij[ against a division pf the army of ^atalonia, 
ciommanded by General Severoli, in thje neighbour- 
hood of Noe^iera ; on the nineteenth Esposymina 
c^ptMir^d a 'considerable convoy destined for the 
sixtieth French regiment; on the twenty-first, Ge- 
neral lUw-ciy was hloc^j^ading Tarragona, with si^c 
tbousafid Catalonisj^nS} and retired only because 

l^f wasgpiflg to be attacked by a superior force, 
jQomoiaQded by General Decaen ; and on the twen- 
ty^fifth tb€t garrison of Alicant pursijted General 
Harippe, whp» with his advanced gui^rfl, had march- 
f 4 ^gi fat as the glacis, of that place. But the troops 
of Galiciat who had covered themselves with glory 
ia «MPy swguiflary ba,ttles, especially in that of 
Sinpayo^ merf^ly made their Appearance in the king- 
jimp ^ L€^oa,;tq i!SHia^.4^^ ^U ^^^ without fight- 
i^l^vUtlft (1^^ £mpeci|^%(lo» >Iina, and San^^hes^, 
mm p^onoypg prodigies of valour in the ^entr^ 
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of the principal establishmeoli of the' Fmncb, with 
only a few hundred ^midiscipliiied peasants. 

What, then, was General Abadia dqtpg with an 
army that was asserted to amc^Bt to $hirty thou* 
aaod men, and that might ba^ anouot^ tp sixty 
thousand, bad the pla^, pipposed for its formation, 
been adopted? In vain will it be said that be could 
notayail himself of Lord Weflington's successes, 
because his resources were extremely limited ;. and 
nothing could be done without the pecuniary as* 
sistance of the English government. Such was 
not the language of the Catalqpi|ns ; and h^d the 
soldiers of Castanos argued in t 
not have been crowned with th 
rels of Andujar and, Baylen. 
the provinces of 3pain never op 
of their leaders, but the latter ofte^ 
ly towards the former, by neglecting 
selves of their disposition to engage the French. 
The great art of a good government M t# makt % 
proper choice of the public fMnctionariss, entrusted 
with the execution of its orders. The errors of the 
Junta, on so important a point, were soon correct- 
ed by the impartiality, discrimination, and eoeigy 
of the new Regency. It was the only way of reap- 
ing some fruit from the torrents of bloody tinrt had. 
already been shed to insure the triumph of the s«* 
cred cause of the Spaniards, whose joy i^ 
mote heightened, when they heard of the Enij 
sor Alexander's noble resolution to force Fnoi^ 
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back to bei^ natural limits. As Spain had paralised 
the efforts of Bifonaparte erer since the year 1808, 
what WW thel^ hot to be hoped for from the intrepid 
conquerors of Darids and cff Charies XII ? From 
this instant the deliverance of Europe, and the tri- 
umph of ks'legitimate 80Terei|B[M, were foreseen by 
every enlightened bbs^trer. *We shall now inves- 
tigate how far Ikntd Wellington justified this pre^ 
Action, by bis nniiceuvres on the T^ut, and in 
the viiintty of Salamaaea* 
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Lmd Ve n>Mf <CTaN%^ < Mau gemgttfli ttmded to 
f&nmtA% Maroiont diat the Engliali aimiy, aftcF 
tonM ^JTK tf * rest in the neighftourbood* ^f FQttt#» 
Guinaklo, would cross tbaAgneffo to give hiii^bat* 
lie. The French general accordingly kept the 
■lain pert of his troops* ip canlK>nme»ts on bolb 
faanfcs of Ibe Tormes, ta the TictBity of Sahimaoca. 
He was far from supposing that the allies had any 
design upon hrs magaaines al Almaraz, where be 
feft but a feeble garrison. General Hill left AU 
inendraleg!D> on the twelfth of May^ 1819 : on the 
nineteenth his troops scaled the works, wbicb co* 
Tered the bridge constructed at Alntara:^ to keep^ 
the communication open between Marmont aad 
Souk. The attack was made in three columns^ 
The French attempted some resistance : but the 
firm appearance of the English^ and the terror in^ 
spired by the memorable storming of Badajos, made 
them seek safety in flight. The castle of Miravete,^ 
situated at the distance of one league from the 
bridge, commands the only practicable passage for 
artillery. This post, which was strongly fortified* 
and secure i^insl m coup de main, deprired Gene- 
ral Hill of tiM liietf hisguns^ as well as the eo-^ 



^|eraiioA9ftb^if09P6, ^ft|» Ipeaip Muf ^[vcifon of 

4^ a«8tte ji^iqbllplU' ^But in .9pite of tkfiBfi difficult 
^fMM9 '\ip Gpqfi^tely « flfw^iseded in an eot^rpris% 
f4»Mi^fiBiW^ ll^ve been cftlled rs^b, bad not Loi^ 
WrjliBUlm ;||0M o{](Q04^ bjT a lopf^flofident gepf^ 

^k Almwmhk ^^^i^twfi^ of . a|>ove73i«e tmn 

«»«► iV*vP?§pi^l HW»-faM»iiyid,iH>t 0KQf!»d ten 
tj^tmt^ iMP<^^ St^ Fr«^gb General Drouet, a( 
^ b#M offMPWt9ft>lbousatll men^ might in. four 
^i^. jb»ye .cut off tl)^*jc6|r€9t qf. Ibe Englmb^fby 
t^i^ a^ipcyiitiop at.Torremechii^.Mrkb his ri^bMll 
4nP|Hil-del-«Molin(|i9 aftd bis left at Gaoerei^ A 
^¥NiW<^ftish^4rG^ops Hiight baye ||e^ delaebiod to* 
WMr(li» IrVMMMOt t9( i^atcb QeaeraJ HMA'Hi fi^arcb^ 
IJM tblB nMNiurebeeo,<:994iicted witb^OPllity, ^o% 
^iMjfiWlftfbnian 09uld bav^ ^flflH* General Uil) 
1^41^ a9 abl^ as any oi^ lo. appieoiate the danj^ei: of 
^Sjejm>edi4;ion, if tb9 Fi^pcb av^Qd.tbfiaifielv^M^f 
\U .« fl# 9}ff tb^it be had not a ippni^ot 40 lose. 
fik digtK^^. |he bi^dgeof AlauM3if|^,4amaged tb^ 
TflrlWt lyW.^^ ^ gVl^lb ^^^ rendered uns^rvice«- 
fMp t4lf pilg«zipes an^#^ri^» which he coilld DPt 
carr>I^W^,iOi^4iC lir^ty-first of A^ny M WW 
ifc X«iixi]l%. whi^- is for^ igiles 691^ .^loifir^^ 
)i# bad:tal(#l^ two b|ip4redi^n4j6ft^.|f||iW^prisoQers; 
|h€vjr68(.of tllB garsisM, wbt«b ^feineifjtbe act;ioii 
9IM>iint^ toab0Mitee4w«4M* b^fiit^ef ^ci^b^ 

#4 or.^wap^d^ .> ; . 
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The capture of AltM^iz determined Marmont 
manoeuvre of) his left, fie sent a stroOg 
to the left bank of the Tagm^ with V^ewr no doott 
of protecting the re-cons traction ^ the^lii'idge* 
Marshal Souk also ordered Drouet to «tfvMice in 
the direction of Medelm, but with 1bi%ea too feeWte 
to imke OenertI Hiil repent bit boli entei^rhie. 
The Frtmdi General Dorsemto detatiM a 4iifigioti 
to Maraud, on the fifiNMiers of Galieia; after wIlMl 
excursioli these troops returnei to flMi AsHHAsb^ 
and on the seVenteenth x>f May iff^fAe&^&¥\€t§ 
and Gijon. The Sps^nish General Afrndizabal tooi 
possession of Bucgos, and forced the French garfi^ 
son to shut themselves up in the castle. At Ga* 
diz, Marshal Victor ivas endeavouring tatfrtimvifete 
the inhabitants by csmsing shelb to b# t l N o i vn ifit» 
the city ftom the batteries of MatagoriBb General 
Ballasteros, 8til^fm>ud of Itis victory over MeiAsint 
fancied himself strong enough to carry the positton 
neA" Bomos, on the right banks of the GuadlileteJ 
T^is post had been selected by Marshal Soult to 
cover the high road from Seville to Caditf. Me 
had given the command of it toGenerrf^ClMluuiL, 
an excellent infantry officer. BallasteMI atHteketf 
the French on the first of June. General Con- 
roux, who expected this attack, kipt his ^roopt 
collected in ibt camp, which be had secufed against 
a coup de mam by some redM%ts. The Spantnrds 
looked upon this manseuvte ifi a pioof of the fenrs^ 
which their attack caused to the French; andscat^ 
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terid theinsdlves vmtsA Ike position. General Con* 
foux then chained ihem vilh impetnosity, and put 
tlleoi to tk^ rout* • BalfoBteros last fifteen hundred 
4UUed or vouiidedii eighty of whom were officers. 
The Sipanisb general in im dispatch to tbie govtfrnor 
of Gibra|iar> asseits : ^* that this was one of the 
fiercest engagements that had taken place since tiMi 
beginning of tbe war/' The assertion is rather 
s^ns^him: it Irads to confirm, p well known fact, 
tt|B bravery of the Spunittttls ; but it also shows 
tbat they were badly commanded on that day. 
TM Spaoiardsy as has been repeatedly observed, 
should btye eavliously avoaded an attack upon the 
Fre«cli i« %n open* couatry, unless they&cted in a 
line with tbe Eiiglishw It was in the bejg;ianiAg of 
April* Hrhen 8oult bad stripped Andalusia of dU 
most aU. its troops, I for the purpose 6f hastening to 
the nejiefof Qadsyw, tb&t Ballastero* should have 
mafcbed to tbe plaiw of Seville. Instead of this» 
he waited tiU the French were returned from £s- 
treiiifMliira» oay, more, tilt they we^e intrenched, be- 
fore be oniie down from* the mountains. His defeat 
could easily have been foreseen ; even his retreat 
might have been cut off by the French division, 
wbicl) ipcciipied Medina^^Sidonia. As soon as he 
h^iird4b^ cai^non of Bornos, the French command- 
el* at |dedina»Sidonia should have moved bv AU 
cala de« las Gazules to Ximena de la Frontera. 
Ballastef^ beic^ by this manceuvre cut ofif from 
Gihmiltfr ^|fl4 ^yig^zirs^^ would have learnt to his 
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ecmt that the only sped^s ftf #iiffkf e tolie empll^y^tf 
i^iMl the French, << ii^ harass them^ It was itf 
eoofiequefice of beving ftbf^ pursued tMfl ^y^eml 
that Ambiorix caused the Rballin te^ns, coftii 
teaiMed b^ SubiDUS and Cdlta, the li^enahts df 
Cttssf) 15 be cut to pieces in the nei^bourh'bcKl 
•fLi^e. 

• ThetJapture of Almaraz^ and the combat of Bori 
nos, hud opened the campill^ of 11 i% trhich, pro-^ 
perly speaking, was but the continuation i# Utti 
operations of the allies since the siege of 'Ciudad^ 
RodKgo. Lord Wellington had rested his armj 
during ^Hl^ months of April and May. ProitTth^ 
fifBt ^'Jriniliary to this time, it had *unfl^r^dhe k 
didiftiution of twenty thMisand men, vt2. ten thou^ 
saftd killed, wounded, and sick, and ten thousatra 
(employed to garrison both 'Ciudad-Rodrigo and 
Badajoz. The latter, it iar troe, were Spaniards 
partly sent from Cadi?: but the former ^ere aMtAst 
all English, and the flower of his troops. Rein-- 
forcements: from England replaced this loss Of t1i6 
active army durii^^his stay at Fonte-Guidaldq. 
Lord Wellington, therefore, acted wisely In assign* 
ing a defensive position tb his fatigued troopC 
which wefe besides deficient in cavalry. As sooii 
as bethought himself enabled to attack the Frencd 
with the certain prospect of victory, he 'lost lio 
time in commencing his operations. On the tfitri 
teenth of June his army crossed fhe AquedaV ^nfl 
on the sixteenth it encai&ped tix Mils etftMila- 



imkitii^ Ofrl^ brook billed the Yaloiinift. A feivi 
Fi^icb ilerse iddde theirrappetrance) but tetrt^ate^ 
ik tht a^f»Mi«bbf the ^cavalry of the iKllies. Saht^ 
Aiatica Was era^buat^d by tke French jn^the nighl 
of the ailciieiitb to th^'seTeateeoth : tbey^left 6alj( 
eigfat^ hirndred meo in three different convents, 
whidi had been converted into ftcts, to s^pve as 
^epHk for clothing and stores. Their fire com* 
fnanded the bridge over the ToriDeft;r The allies 
inrded {his river on the seventeenthy^d took pOs*' 
tffession of Satamanca. The joy of the inhabitants 
Was extreme,on' seeing thetdielves^ after three lolig 
ye&i^ bf suffering, delivered from a foreign yoke^ 
i^'hich is always odious to good citizens. ^ 

The forts Were instantly invested by (jreherat 
Clintom's division, and the trenches c^ned the 
same night. Marmont had gone to meet his rein*' 
forcemeats, by moving to the Douro. On thfS 
twentieth he retraced hia steps, fadcying. himself 
strong enough to force the'ialltes to evacuate Sala* 
manca. Ha found Lord Wellingtop ne^r Morisooi 
on the road to Yaliadolid. The right wing of the 
army was at Morisco, the centre and the left wing 
Occupied the heights in the direction of Viferez, 
The wbole day of the twenty-first passed in unim^ 
portaht skirmishes. On the tvVenty-secondj Mar* 
mont manoeuvred to-tufn Lord Wejlington's right; 
Generai Graham, ^ho 'commanded at that point, 
frustrated Maimqpt's designs by a well-combined 
attack,; which 'forc^ faijfn to fall back upon his 
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wmjr* The. next norniog. the Frea^h 
Cabesa Vellosa with their right, andAldea^-I^uhj^ 
with their centre, ^while their l«ft iwt^ oq th^ 
Tonnes, near Hiierta. As the .Tprnies js fordabk, 
Marmont might rapidly have/ crossed it with th^. 
flower of his troops, and released the garrisons of 
the forts. To obviate this inconyeniei|ce^ the fom- 
mander of the allies changed his front, advaAfiiig 
bis left wing ; and part of the right was stationed 
on the left bank of the Tormes. This movepoql 
was executed just in time to oppose Marmost, 
who, at two o'clock in the morning of the twenty* 
fourth, crossed the river, as had been foreseen 
by Lord Wellington. General Graham was again 
ordered to observe the French marshal, who, seeinjof 
the allies beforehand with him at every point, fie* 
spaired of saving the troops, which he had impru- 
dently left in the forts of Salamanca. He reerosse^ 
the Tormes, continued in the neighbourhood ot 
Huerta till the twenty-seventh, and retreated to 
the Douro. 

The siege of the forts proceeded but slowly, be* 
cause the allies wanted the necessary implements 
and ammunition. On the twenty-third. General^ 
Bowes was ordered to carry Fort Sancay etans at the 
point of the sword: he was wounded in the very 
beginning of the action, but he bad his wound 
dressed, and returned immediately to head his bri- 
gade in a fresh attack, when he met with an ho* 
/lourable but unprofitable death. It is needless to 



ItepcM hour ess^^Dtilil it is to te sparing as to tlie life 
of soldiers, and especiaUy of generals. The arrival 
of apimuQition having Qnable4 the Besiegers to keep 
up. a brisk fire against the forts, the breaches were 
found practicable oq the twenty*>seventb. La 
Merced and Sancayetano Were carried by storni, 
iind Sanviftcente capitulated. These works had 
bepi. constructed with the greatest care* No,ex» 
fNHIf^ bad been spared to render Salamanca a mUi- 
tery post, safe against attacks from without, and 
c^patilQ of keeping the population in check, when* 
ever a great part.cf the troops might be removed 
for warlike purposes. The allied army marched 
40n the twenty*eightb in the direction of Valladolid, 
ii/Fhitber^ then, it may justly be asked, was Lord 
Wellington marching? Instead oi going to seek 
Marmont, when the latter was in strong positions 
covered by the Douro, why di^ his Lordship not 
attack him on the twenty-fourth of June, when the 
French general h^d so foolishly ventured to the 
left bank of the Tormes ? To say that his Lord* 
ship w«s besieging the forts of Salamanca, is an idle 
answer. Eight hundred men might have been kept 
m check by an equal number, nay, by the popula* 
tiQD of Salamanca alone, and the whole allied army 
ndght havd been employed against the French^ 
whose unpardonable fault of crossing and recrossing 
the Tormes,^as it were, under the canpon of the 
allies, was left unpunished, 

Lqtfl.WeUiDgton'sQon perceived his error. The 
difficulty of crossing ^ river like the Dottro, was 
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inereasad by the woYki, ^tiiah «he Fi^Mch bad coif- 
•CniMed to intfcmeh themielvM in ^itong positkmi 
WB the right ^f that rivet. Tfcey had, bemdes, re- 
Oeiired additiofial forces by the arrival of divisions 
from Navarfa a^id the Aaturias. His Lordship, in a 
letter dated Aueda, the sevei^th of July, observed 
'thai he had moved his left forward as &r as 
Pollosi near the ford of the Douro, opposite which 
^e enemy occupied a strong position on the heigb(a 
Itommanding the plain, where he would have dc^ 
ployed the army, after having forded* the river; $ 

and that being unable to establish the army off the 
right of the Douro, before he had the means of 
crossing that river, he had not thought it conveni^ 
ent to march his troops further in advance. The 
greatest generah have at all times committed faults, 
and it is their ability in repairing them, which has 
handed them down to posterity as men» who asto* 
nifthed the world by superior talents, the sole and 
immutable foundation of true glory. When Lord 
Wellington had well weighed the iaconveniencies 
and advantages of the passage of the Douro, he re- 
nounced it altogether; he even removed the canton- 
ments of his reserve to some dtstanee from bis fiiit 
line^ that he might have mcHre liberty tor the 
movements which he intended to make, whenever 
Marmont sh<nild pass the Douro, and offer him 
battle. The allies had no means to cioss the 
Douro ; and if Marshal Marmont bad not passed it^ 
the-French wot^ not have neglected to lampoon 
<lte geneial, who, having advanced §m from Fmte^ 
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0«iMtlJ«, md tfftismaiHinhDm lidithanCli, cohti- 
jiued aft titi Douro, or retreated, #itbout-atry ^rtrt^ii'^ 
•ilble tflmiVe ; be wotld k*te beeik compared t6 
MMiMK, lookiiig at, attd fly'rng from the lined of 
• ft hK to - V^edr^s, MtittiMn^i ^ailg^uine ^s|)08itioti 
^elNltn^ ton esoeDtHil «e^ice to Lord WeUitigtoD, 
On the fiiMMTith of Jii4y/tlie Freneh general con- 

^e&mpBLtkiH hm army Mar 6 1 Roman, w^hilst bis ad« 

• 

Vftiyi^|Mrd'iVM passing tli^ {>ouro,over the bridge 
•t Toro. T4ie comniander ofthe allies was, how- 
l^lf, not ddpM ; though he feigned a movem^itat 
ef his maiii bbdj^in tfafat direction. But instead bf 
warching dg^iist the f'rench adv^mCed gukrd, tie 
4Mk a flftrong position on the Guarena, a ilVet 
«Miiieh runs bjr'Caniitel, and falls mto the I>oUro 
ilMrToio. 

'Mke Fwmch retreated from Toro in the night of 
Ifce iHklfeenth, and on the seven4:eend), they pass- 
edth^Dburo, over the bridge at TordesiHas. After 
having |>erformed a march of more than forty miles; 
they took a position at Nava-del-Rey, on the sam^ 
day. On the eighteenth, Marmont attacked Sir Sta- 
pk^Um Cotton, at Cafitrejon. The English retreat- 
ed in gttod ord^r to the Guarena ; and theif retro- 
^de movement was prdtfett^d by a strong column 
of cAvahy, ifhith Lord' Wellington sent very sea- 
sonably. Had ft not been for this timely succoth^V 
ttte infkniry of Sb Stapleton Cotton^s detachtnenl 
Hius^ hava suffered vefy Considerably, having to 
iitruggte against^ tlte whole French army. £oHf 
'WMti^U ^y ftiikM b^ tlanned for Wing kepi 
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Sir StapletOQ CottonVcoqis at too great a ,4iii«fi€^ 
froa^t)ie main amy. Opposed to an aMe? general 
than Marmgniki tl^at corpa ifould have bdM rougk^* 
]y handledj ID spite of tt^c^l^rity aodsfipei^ of 
Lord WaUiqgltm'a paaaiurw to repair his j[aialiik't. 
Encouraged by |^e retreat of llpe £i»gli»li adwAMi 
guard, the Freiu:h crossed lbe.Gu»reifti%fc£}^tl!^^ 
to attack the left of the Mimu GgnigllLOtoimti 
who couunanded the attacking cohinmt «^as xmmvr 
ed at the point of the bayonet by Geaeral Cole'« 

\ diyisioDi and obliged to fall back, with the Icmnf 

MIX hundred men, of whom two httodred and forty 

: were taken prisoners. The allies lost nearly tlp^e 

'\ MWie number, fifty fpur of whom were prisowiji 

On the ninet^nth, Marmont fell back on ^ 

'^ right, and moved his left forward, makiog it^ 

inonstrations against the right of the dNes. 
Lord Wellington judged the moment &j|fuia)ili 
for giving battle. He moved his army to t))e 
right bank of the Guarena, on the mqpiing of 
the twentieth, and stationed it in tl^ plain of 
Valesa. MarmOnt was somewhat confounded at 
the commanding attitude of the allies, He rffyg^ , 
battle ; and manoeuvred again on his left| along the 
'heights which border the Guarena. .He crQf|p4 
that river near Cantalapiedra, and eiu^amped with 
his right at Villameda, and the I^s^t Bj^fla^FufOte. 
ybe^allies followed this movei^ie^k; and l/^jfi^f^J^ 
be able to fight whenever a favourable 0|^(i||Ct49|ly; 
ihould offer. Lord Welliqgtcyi^ concentrated hia 
Whole arfny near Cab^sa-ViUasa* Ue {dace^ ^ 
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'«#rft dT' <>KB^rv«flbir'at Aldea-Lingua, on'tllte 

''l^brtnes, to cover thc^ right of his i^osftiod. On ttie 

»fwMty*fir9t Mkrliidiit croseed the Tdrihesr and 

"^ «tatiobdl KiiMnf on the heights of t^&lh'arasa-de* 

Ai^^'^cQf^yfng file foad from Sl^Iamanca to Ciu- 

^liadlL'ttodMgo wftHf his IfelV. * ft was this highly pre- 

-«umpttrocrs position, Wtfcft^ausfed the Idas' of the 

battle efSMmnanca. Hovir could Marmoilt be so 

incomdfclifet' as to seHse^ the line of operations of an 

armjr, thiit hid' btf^ed him battle two days before 

Hi the plains of Yalesa ? 

Lold WtMingtott had n6t for a single moment 
lost sight of his opponent: be had crossed the 
I fc ntto s akHoit «l the sadie {time as Marmont. The 
?idlvanced^ l^ts of the two armies began the action 
t#4lie twent^^«seco*d, by the attack of two hills 
€iRfNl Los^Arapiles^ on the right of the position of 
the allies. The Ffenek lewfti i Kd masters of the 
tiHWt distant of these hi^l, tbeir aftack haying been 
favounid by 4btf nature* of the ground, which coiir- 
ccftled the ^ttailsb' of the troops f and the greM 
mtftKt&ti^^ of their numbeis having^ rendered the 
iWislaQeeiif the allies iftelMs. Lord W^ngton^ 
iMiiation became critic! through the toss* of that 
post; for had he been defeated, he would have 
been oUiged to defile under the artillery and jiibs^ 
lletry of the troops stirttonedon that height, whiitf 
fUIy Gommamfed the hi^ road to Ciudad-Rodrigo^ 
Witfliag to leave nblbing dubious that could be 
fIMM Mgliitili hit L i l iii l p manoeufred witlfift^ 
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gjtfS9ite$t cautioa, as if a Cai)id4 or » TtwenMlluid 
be^ before hiuu H^ ext^i^led the right of t%e 

.anny to the heights, in thenar of thoTiUi^ ff 
Ai;apiles> w)iere he stati^p^. (j>eiiAial Cole's di* 
vision, and summoned some tsoops to kbe Ml, pf 
the XofOMs, which \md i||qiaine4 09 tba righ% to 
observe a French corps jested at BabUa-Suenlt. 
It has ev^ bieen asserted that his Loidship h^d 

^iven orders to retreat to Ciiidad^RodrigOi w4 that 
the battle would, not have t«ken pkcf^ had not 
Mannont possessed himself of tb^ ^b road. Tb^ 

, assertion, however, appears fully contradicted by 
the manoeuvres of the preceding ds^ya. 

Towards two o'clock in the affeiriiaoii» Maiwsall 
opened a v^ry brisk fire of artillery om the alU 

«He e^t^ed Jais Ieft,.apd adiwystced a strong oolp 

* toc^troy that oCthe two 4ra/?tJ(^, occii[Med 
letllies. General Fadwotiaim was order^ to turn 
the left wing of fhe FfiMi<4b whilst it was aMlacliod 
in iront by Gey^rajp Brad^rd, Ls^, €oie» and 
$ir Staple^on Catt(»i» with QaaMftls Ctintoi>» 
Hope, and Don Carlosil'Espana acting am 
This at^nejc jbsd been so well combintd, and 
ferformed with so much abMily on the part of tlitt 
leaders, and so much bravery 00 the part of ilie 
troops, that the French were ofterthrown in all di* 
suctions^ General Pack Wfts less fortunate. He 
could not. obtain possession of the 4fH^piU»^ whlell 
were occupied by the Frencli; but bis at^a<A haA 
% (|oo4 efftf 1 9f keepiiit«]|»f M«<;iH«%ifa«at^ 
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for, witbottti lliw .diversiopi, tHejr qaight l^v^ 
lakei^ Qeoerai Cole's drvisiod tn flaq)i, while it^ 
was suAts^ining a dreadful qonflict on the heiigb(4u 
wMch it had succeeded ilk carrying. Itwastbeo^ 
that Srr St^leton ColtQn madie a charge^ as fortUf- 
QSte as bfilfiant, against a body of infiB^i^tryi whicbi 
was cut to pieces. The Eaglish lost ia this attack 
General Le Meroban^t^ wb^ was killed oa the spot* 
He was an excellent cavalry ofllcer, who bad al- 
ways served with the most marked distinction, and*' 
bis death was lamented by the whole army. Ge< 
neral Cole was 4iev^rely wwmied, and obliged 
to quit the field of battle. His division, on be- 
ing deprived of its worthy commands, was for a 
moment inclined to yield. GeoiSialf Beresford 
and Leith, who were to supftort it, were also 
woqnded, aUd their troops dq^ved of their pre«^ 
sence*. The French redoubled tbeir exertions to 
regain the ground whieb they bad lost, and would 
perhaps have succeeded, kad' Hot General Cliatoii 
cove up tq the assistance of the IbuKh division, 
when the battle soon resuiai^d the safle aspect in 
favour of the allies. But the right of the French, 
which served as a rallying point fof the fugitives of 
the left find oi^tre, still continued to resist. 

Marshal Marmont had been w^nnded in the very 
beginning of the battt^- A fragj^nt of a shett. 
brok^ his arm and om of bis libs, so that he was 
oii^igpd to resigm his command to Geneml Clause!,' 
a iROK« wpqriQOfied officer than himself. TbUi 
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efaange w^ very fortunate ^r the Fratich armyft 
as Marmont, bad he*Dot been wounded, wou4d 
kive persisted in retaining the positioA 6t His left, 
and the whole wing would have been forced to !uy 
down tbeir arms. Clausal could but partially re« 
pair the Marshal's errors. He succeeded in rally- 
ing the left and the centre on^his right'. This ma- 
noeuvre; performed in the presence of a victbrioua 
army^ does greal honour to General Clause!, who, 
hf bis coolness and presence of mind,. saved the 
French fi*om complete destruction. Though at<^ 
tacked on his right by the third and fourth division 
of the allies, and on his front bj General Clinton^, 
he did not quit the field of batt4e, but when he 
could do it uader-the cover of night. This render- 
ed the pursuit difficult, and dangerous^; Genera! 
Sir Stapletou Cotton was inadvertently wounded 
by one of Ms own soldiers. The advanced guard 
of the alU^ crossed the Tormes oh the twenty- 
tbirdtand reached Clausers rear guard near thb 
Serna, ^here the French carahy abandaoed the 
infantry. The latter, though attacked by victorious 
troops, opposed a vigorous resistance : but, forced 
to yield to numbers, they at length took to flight 
with great loss. The victory was ohteily the re* 
suit of a charge of the German Legion, eomoianded 
by General Bock^ against the 69^ Fi^neb rcgi- 
nent, the squares of Which were broken, and the 
men cut tQ pieces and dispersed. The loss cf the 
•Ities on botb days amounted to ive tholsand tmct 
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hundred and twenty mei^ Kars de e^mb&t Tlmt 
of the Fr^fach' was at liflmt equalljr CdMiikrfy 
abl^ in kiltecl add wounded. Tfaey lo^, nmewiff 
from six to seven thousand pfisonirS, athdig wioiti 
there weri one general, three colonel^ tlin^ fi€u«^ 
tenant-colohefs, aiid one lulidMhand thii^jrofll^ 
eers. The two armies ^ere hearty equal in siMiil|lh« 
They were rated at fifty-thouited men eiE^fe.^Ctftna 
serhad, therefore; thirty-si!Cthoustbd'*ttkA*left,^ 
whom he led by fori^ marehd^ to^lii^MHRdllo/ 
lid, through Penarandia,' and Avermb.^Vki^^M 
joined in brs retreat by some trd6^^'oflto k#49'' 
of the north. The allies arrived at Ol ^MO d lMt0 
twenty-ei|1ith, and occuplfdd VffiaclolHiHm 'tMl 
thirtieth. But they w6re -^bat^lb to O lWIiit the 
army of Portugal, 'Vhichdontinued'^te retr^t t6 
Burgos. ' • '* .. w| < V 

Ldfd Wellington #as^ <»* the fodtth of^AligtiW, 
at Cuellar* cQtting off the%ommuni#ati«aflof tW 
army of Portugal with i^K^6i the centre' under tlie 
command of Joseph. Th^igh thift crowned geil»al 
inspired no great terror^^^ither by his trobps, whieh' 
did not amount to above twelve thousand; or bj^Mi^' 
talents, which had never ftt b^flF' r«vealed, Ms 
LordiBhip yet determined to pay Him a* vkit vn Ms 
capital, drive his new-fangled tourt towardls Va- 
lentia, aind afli^rwwds march ""aghin^ the army ^ 
Portugal, king Joseph 'ft ad left 'Madrid on »thd- 
twenty.first of July^ aiMl ttlifHld by^e^fiscurial 
to Alba-de^Tormes/ ' W JJi-^iWMj re«iled 



|UMco-Sm<^> m«t Arevalo, when be leamt Mjur* 
9mit'«^fi^ '-' Qo Ai. twenty -sixth h^ i^etrograd- 
9^ M i» iiks.£s|mier. Bei^ asbamed to f^tyrq tot 
MadMd «it|]Qutihairiii§^fp4iglU, he marched on hia 
cigbl %i S^gpWs wh«re he amv:ed on the twenty-- 
•eYentk. He mpiMlfd |e> iwgke a diversion in fa- 
TiEHV.tf Ge«exi^ Clauael^ by drawing i.ord W^U 
lif^[t«i'9l jUtentioi^ «{iq« hioia^lf. His Lordship 
WM^ ipdt|Kl» w«U c^nyineecl tbaC.^ke sa^ conditieii 
ofdHMlVamiy woulil 1114. allow tb^t general to 
WMWDH Ihe. ailtnoive for. some time; he thietr^fare 
HIICImIIw on the sixth of August, toolf Segovia: 
<|aJth» WWirflv' and axTived on the .eighth at $aiat 
UirfQiliOi^ when hei collected the trQQ{^ destined, 
for th«4i|lwk «C iVMri4 The passage of the Gua* 
ddrtxAa> a l#y mountain, very easily defended^ 
was not even disputed. The allies did not comein 
CMita«t with King Josefih's^ ^W^y^ till they reached 
Mtfalab^Mbi ; where # wf09g. manoeiuvre» of the 
FsMnguese cay^ky camsid three, pieces of artillery 
tdfrilinto the hands of |iha French cavalry, which 
was about two thousand ptcong. The arrival of 
the Eoglisb qavalry chahgpf^ l^he face of affairs* Th^ . 
Biwcb evaciiatad M%|i^lfMMl^ ;where the allies 
aglin IbuAd their throe* gt^ns^ On thre twelfth they 
entered Madridi. Joseph had left this city the day 
tyicire, witlh has ilittie a|my. Ujs^ Xffok a position 
on the left bwfc of th«i Tagus, with his i;ight at 
Ariaii|}u«l» 4ld. biMil^ jgi the direotion of Toledo. | 

He^Md comm^^ %* of l^YJiig la the He* 
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Hki % gitfiiiOi) of two thoiittnd metii. wko cftpitii>- 
hted oa tk$i tw^ntjr-fQurth« What otmid btve been 
Itta mOtHre lOcvbgndMiiig these troops, at a ttsM^ 
whm ll^er« were 80 mvalueble takim ? The Re» 
^mo w^n QdQMMnde4 by a colonel, who beggeA tQ 
Cfipitiilate, without having oppoied the s^yi^ett 
^^m$9iKto^. He. wait probably sht^^NielidMM, 
and as his fMbtce Wii not to stfiMg ;m QndaA- 
JlpdrlgD aiid i^d^jca, dewM it firudeil oot 1> 
*^X|lo8^ bpwetf tm an assault* Lord WeUitngfaav 
fniQ|«|i|)i«i the, honomfs €(f w«r» though he ceiy 
taifilf was unworthy of them* That a cosMnaid^ 
tllo^M ^trait himself of the ^cowardice of 'm of^ 
fffo^nt is perfectly fight; but it is p^^ul H 
iMliQld a hrafre man granting honourable tMfillieiit 
|0 a cMraad^ whew he despises. 

The allies. found in Madrid magMMMi of all 
kio^'abQut tw^bun<ke4 pieoMkiof prdmtace, nine 
hui^dre4 barrels of giiKipowdfr» and iwettty Ihw* 
ipn4 muskets. M ^r.ike joy, wlkieh tint oemifi^ 
<tal of Midridi^ ^e allies ommimti^ m that 
f^1aJ« m ey#'w4tiiess in a lettsr, 4ilfcd the fomw 
HgiemfSkoi ;A.ugwt,,#iq|ii|8ses himself thtis on the 
tUl^^tt: '' At kog^ mm h0m reached the suoMlil 
«f ^W! ^wpe9l^-m4 .#Mles. Loid WeIUi||«iii 
MiteDed tbiftii% car the MMlfth instraii. |l is nol 
i|M&ypoi|ierto,gi¥A9iw im mhq*^Mm of Hhi 
totlMiaMaf With wirith wshhma 4nm rdeefved* 
«•>...•. , Wm whttk infmlition ctUtf to meet u« 
witk iBffi o£i»y. finely li^nridrnk (mm il»e $rai 



to the last, embrated eiAer the oflker or the stfldiel» 
whom be eolitd lay hold of, whilst we w^reimrcb^ 

Mg They invited us io their bdmei^ 

^«d insisted epon our drinking wine wilR <tbtrii 
•Itiost at efery eomef of the sff^tsw «' In ' tb% 
#vea(f Dg the ancient gotrern AeiM, the Cortes, tnS 
FetdKalntf Vlf « were proclaoied tfnew 'm the mtdsl 
of the 'aeelMMrtioQs <»f the wbble town . . . . J. . . 
'Vhe soMiers of the Sfnpecinado ftnd #el' if edieb 
appeared quite proud of parading in tb« istfeeH '<9f 
their capital. ' The iHuminations ii^efift ^pfendfdi 
tUEKfepitaisted ehiefly of torches placed' on the baft 
tooi*i^ AH the palaces were hung on the out^id^ 
with magnificent silk tapestry. It was indeed ii4 
small gratificattOn for an Englishman to walk in the 
streets of Madrid, and to be saluted by tbel^ni^rdi 
as the Mliwr of their eoontvy,*'' &c. 

The Madrid Octette of the foetteenth of August 
has the "fol towing article relitive to the English f 
^ Bhive and gdB^rous ailieii, yun have not met Ml 
Madrid wMi the pomp due to' your trium'ptiil: %«# 
thepeople teve unbosomed tbeiF fa«arlt to f^f 
diose hearts so constant in ladversity, mA lis flitii iif 
tbfelnresolves, as temier and ^ratefol.^ "PtfhicA 
events are to the mass 6f the fi»pl»« |l»lia^whld• 
«re to the wtfes of theie«u Th» saHirftetion off fto> 
Spaniards, wW«h ww uttboMMM, vanMted, wbaMi 
Lord Wellington solicited aioan of ttramiHiairf ot 
piastres. This request wm mher io contradictiour 
to thegenefousconduct^f GiMt BHttin, awotiSti|» 



M^^^'^V^ 1^^ ^il^ ^ii^9> ^o<l aeyerrequinid 
^ysub^ldjr.Waf lit Incoming for the kerot^ 
^hmpQW to ra«w cMMributiow «nioQg tbomwi- 
ifffv^99f^ ^Mtmmf^ iikf» for nearly four years, bai 
.b^iiii .reduced t0. tbe eKtremes of Aitery^ ipd to 
,Uie po^ frightful ^$fmt ? Tbis uiMMsonabtg 
4}aiiiand cannot^ ai|er iJl, be attributed 4b t<Ml 
Weliiogton. Hej^robably yielded to the. impoi^ 
.^fnit\esa|' tbf Sfetwiih leadoit* who woie in vaM 

,vf mOf^S^ 

The position) whkb Josi^ph occupied witk hii 

' MWf; ^ tbe Tagua» was. about to be attacked by 

jthealliejii iiriHIi His Majesty, whose paddomioaot 

J^iilMli* prt|d^9ca, evacuate Toledo ontkfd mx* 

ji l ifttfli s^I'eUMl^d by.4tbe road^f V«ldalJNi4ta 

i(MA)l)lff Joinfftr^WitoiSt which hm had d^tJinded 

.9f iMM'sbajs 3)i«bfit and Souit. Tbe iMttar, who 

f08sesgte|LJ|^<l#iifMCi»'A entire cofifidence, refused 

>»-WiM[^iN l^ifi l|riny«» . Mywlont's reverse, aild tho 

f(MM5&^ of M^dtJAt requiied the Fcisnch troops to 

|>e,PMMfpitrated, for the ^Wfd^ oS fiurcing the 

|l|i^ ^ct to PorUigaL.^Mfll^bal Soult wrote to 

JcN4«fb ^' ^^^^ tt^^ise cW«,;M)(.yay of prea^rving big 

kingdpin, b^t l^^liaQ^iHPg Andalusia for a time; 

yv^til^t acfjordingly ha should ntprcb to Madrid 

liypranada, Murcia^ and Sanc|Aine|ite.'' The siege 

9f \j|^iz was raised on tbff twenty-fifth of August. 

Tb.Q,airtiJ^ery had be^n redf}ered unserviceable, and 

tt^MMffPMiPitipn dastmyed^:. Soult retreated in good 

4Urd.eriqU^d£U|; tkp pn^^^oa of his whole cavalry*^ 

^he S{i4fiiar4(l occupiedcP4)rto-Real9 and Cbialanai 
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the iame day. Tli^ 4ii|llk7«d littfe t^ergf fh 
the pttTMil crftbe Freimll. In ibct, tbey felt «6 
fai^py itt beingdelfwrecl, thu tboir joy al»0ori^efl«ft 
Iheir faculties, and even ftnalywil tlteir desfre d[ 
beiBf reveogeA. Soalt's iwr guard wa$ left uliino* 
iMiedy «Mept by ColoMl Skenet, who Mad ab 
Mlitotty defended Tarifiii. Re ecmeerted meMia 
or rather gave directions lo General Cniz, to 
kUia ip bis iaieoded Mhfcli of Senile. * ,Oh 
the twenty ^sixtb the allies arrived from CastMajotf, 
by tlie road of San«»Lttcar-IjkMayor neat Tlisna, 
a sttbttrbof Seville. TbeSpaniards sulSer^.ttvcfe 
^ attacking a redoubt, which i^Ad^4 tbe^a|a*» 
praacbas of tbe subvrb. Colonel (M^eftel bii it 
tuiMi by the English Fool Guavdi. Tbo Vaanci 
evacualed tbe suburb, and retreated to tht fowwL 
They wiabed lo defend tbe bridge; but they wet« 
again overthrown by tbogienadkis^f tbafingKsll 
Guards, and very closely pvisued through Hl ss wuen 
of Seville. They iost two bundrsd yri so n ei* , Md 
retreate4 by the rond to Cordova. This expedition 
was so well timed, iktt tbe rear guard of tbe corps 
before Cadiz was obKged to msrck to CMbotit 
by Utrera, in order to join tbe F^efeeh* army. 

General Ballast^os pursned the coliHkiD, #fafi<i 
was retreating to Granada, by Antequera. Hi 
succeeded in obtsMuing possession of that imrn f 
and had miother slight oombat to sustain fit Loya { 
but the delights of Granada appeared to impifr tluif 
activity, of which he had ghren so i^any prooftu 
He eeased to harass the French anay, irhen M 



4lKgfat iiave dMe it mofii«iiHiewfeUyi<byi inreliuig 

lii^4eft«tnk b che east of €he Smn^MMem^ A^ 

Iherd «oiii4i>e no dkrabt of Smilt'a fetdvaadiBj^ tp 

Mtikfrfd, Ballaiiteroft, who hud nOienemy fo dnooim^ 

ter m, Gnftada, ought to have rapidly moNd to th^ 

leftt during the oiarch^f the Freadi to wttrds MfiiCHi^ 

^nd lakea a position on the Sierra 4e Albaiwa^ As 

the allies v^ete advancing from JMndrrd, Josepfa's 

army^ which was at la Roda, would havte been 

Vlac^ between two fires. It would have been 

forted to move towards Cuetioa^ and itamucti 

4|«risbed4br junction with the army of the soutli 

would h ave become extremely di'fficulti; whilst) i|y 

coBtinuing to march oh the Tagus, cdnstaift|gr 

fighting agakidt Soult, Ballasteroswonid havefemied 

Ills junction with General Hill, wmd the situstion^f 

the ^IKes would have become uncommonljr briUian|* 

Madrid aldo wouil have be9n {iQeserved. The apir 

fK>intni#fit 4fS' Lord WeUington to the commaadia 

tehief of the Sfianish ardive^s, bad wwinded Ballast 

teros's vafniCy ; and, wbatew bis friends CMfasaelt 

to tbe contrary, it was dits geeornl's pHdn^ wbfok 

caused the fetlure of Lord Wetlii^ton's plam* Bfl#- 

lasteros was even so little ntiiiia g«Jiaid, as t9 #riite 

lio his govemment-^^^ that be sinidd wit ftfic^lmn- 

self a native of thefcingdonn of Arrlgsoii> if die ^di^ 

not state that h^ could not submit to a 'dsMmiina- 

tion degrading to the bonour of the Spanish armi^s^^ 

&c. He was deprived of bis command, Und t^ 

placed by Genefal Wkn^ »u« tbe nrndhitf f^tt 



v^n 



ttintfftY Ot THX WAR 



doaetaod Soult wasMimeliiiig to M$dnd with<m| 
being < ^p ti od » dtbef by troops of the tise, w by 
guerilbft. k geemed as if bit iM^Qe s^rOftd terffMr 
4u md wid^. Enntgied at bat^g tieeir stripped .#f 
ftbe kingdom •f Andalo«ia,b]r'tbe dkilfulgBanf^MTtet 
of the English general, he longed for a fvroiirable 
opportonity to be revenged i^aod be took Ib^jveat- 
est precautiofis to arrive in good order OO: thd 
ground occupied by the allies* 

To these events must be added the al^k of 
Almeria^ by General Ross, on . the -ftiurteenth ^iT 
May. The fort, whieb was near the sea, ^uid m 
protection for privateers, was destro3'ed. Oo tbe 
eleventh of June, there had been a great ^irmish 
in Estremadura, between the EngUsb cavalry of 
iGeneral Siade, a«d the French cavalry of-Geneipl 
X'AlleaiMd. The French, who had been co|i- 
-querors at first, werecMiged to fidl back. On tbe 
tvPesMieth of the same month, the SpaniMrds were 
seconded in their attack of Lequito near Bilboa by 
Sir Hone- P<^ham, who landed several times tbe 
following days to destroy the battferies oa the .coast 
aear Bermeo. On the twenty-fourth he landed 
at Aigota, with a detMbmeat of marines. Foit 
Galea,' whieb was provided with eight heavy gui^js, 
was destroyed. The batteries of Argota and Ber« 
gona were also rendered . totally unserviceable. 
"When the French arrived. Sir Home had accom* 
pushed his object, and re-emibafked. > General 
O'Donel was dtfeated «& Ibe twen^-sjpcond of 
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July, by GeqeralriHArispe^ ^jt CastaUa, iMtivflM 
Xixoaa amci Yilleos. Tlie- loss of the Spaniarids 
amounted to three j|houaaoil; men. UhQ imnmt 
oUsertralioas codqerBing ^SesMal l^Ua^tcms, n^ 
lattva to^his cfefeat at Bomm^ ^ppiy '^i^h, e^ftwi 
fotOBtm £i«asrdl O'DoneU The Eogtiab geoeral, 
Mintknill. «a» expected at Alicaat witli cbo»z(i 
troop9^:<l(MKthed fron the army of Sktiy* CKDomtl, 
tfaerefew,. OMist have been v«ry . coiaetoiw of 
f iory iM^ to potrtpqae his i^itack for a^ §m tiwfm. 
Me mttm^ im^ doubt, afraid of 'sharing it wjib the 
-'£«plMk fenaraKL . He naoaiTadk bowevei^ ttes ebasi* 
tvmimit iirhioh his . pKcauiiqptioii bad* iodirm). 
The expedition from Skily^, amoantiog to aix 
thousand 4Ii^q, landed at Alicani: en tim temh 
of August. On {he.'^nineteeiilh, Astorga sutseik 
dered te^ General Santocildes, The: ganisoo^ 
amounting to twelve iMmdred men, W€Sm taton 
prisoners of wan Ctausel had detached General 
Foy*w]th tW0^ divisions to relieve Astorga; but 
hia march waa too slow, and he arrived only on 
the twentieth. The Spaniards, who were informed 
of liis approach, had sent the garrison off as acion 
asthe capilulatioa was signed* Bilboa was at- 
tacked by the French on the fourteenth of Augusr. 
They were repulsed by General Banpvales. On 
the twenty .i«evei>tb, the Freoeh genyeuralr^Cafikrelb,^ 
again attacked l^he,pl:ace, and took possessiottof it, 
whfilit General Soulier vas engaged in a. very 
sharp qwfliict with the Marc|[^to, nearAreta, 
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irber^^he Spaniards occupied •strong position. 
After having streDuously disputed the ^uad, they 
evseuated It ;. because the French were in sufiir 
-emt numbers to cut off the Fetreat of the Spa- 
nkrds, whilst they were attacking them in front. . 
General Clausel, having received Teinforeamenta, 
had organized his army. On the nnetasoth of 
August he pushed a strong »connoitwig>party as^ 
£ir as Tudela, and obliged General Aason torecross 
4l»s :Dovo« The English cocpa of obsei*iwlk>ni€k)|f 
back to Arevalo. Lord Wellington left Maiilnd on 
•tile first of September : and on the.sixth heiMiKd 
the Douro without encountering any obstacle.; The 
next day be entered Yaliadohd, .which Clausel had 
evacuated in the night. The latter, in. his retreat^ 
destioyed the bridges on the Pisuerga, to retard 
the siarch of the advanced guard of the atf es. On 
the sixteenth, his Lordabip reached Pampliega^ 
near Buigos. Three divisions of the army of Ga- 
licia joined the grand army, which entered Burgos 
on the nineteenth. The French had retreated to 
Briviesca, leaving in the castle a garrison of two 
thousand men, under the command of General 
Dubreton. General Pack, after having passed 
the Arlauzon, forced the French to draw in their 
out-posts. They only kept the hornwork erected' 
on Saint Michael's hill. Lord Wellington recon- 
noitred this work. His Lordship thought it 
might be carried by main force : and the foUoiiiHring 
night General Pack estabUshed himself in it. The 
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troopl;^)jMjrliich it was defended, oppbsed a vigour- 
ous resistance, Ibut wefe^ overthrown ; and about 
five ftthhdred were made prisoners. 

His Lordship also wished to take the castle by 
ftssault. In the night of the twenty-second, several 
columns attempted to scale it with ladders; 'but 
fhe besieged w^re'oA their guard, and the allies 
t^ere repulsed. The assault probably would have 
been successful, had it^ as at Badajoz, been made 
only after a breacB had been effected in the body 
of the place, and when the garrison had been ex- 
hausted by the fatigues attending a vigilant defence 
of fifteen or twenty days. The besiegers were 
now* obliged to proceed regularly, in order to ap- 
proach the ramparts. On the twenty-ninth, they 
t>l^w up a nifine under the outer wall of the castle* 
The breaich' was practicable ; for a detachnient as* 
tended the rampart,'but could not establish themr 
selves on it, because they were not* supported in 
fiufiicient time. Another mine exploded on tfa« 
fourth of. October, and made a second breach. 
The besiegers, without' losing a moment, made 
the ^assault, and established themselves in the 
outer works. The French, Seeing themselves so 
closely pressed, redoubled their exertions. They 
made several sorties to destroy the works of the 
allies^ and frequently proved successful ; because 
there had been no panHlels constructed with re- 
dobbts; sufficifently 'w<Jl4 placed to prevent a sally 
of fhe t>e6fegtd from tWeir_ works. 
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raise the siege of tlie €as|le of B^rgi)^. Q^^Ci^ 
C|^U9el itt^tKBuvfed 0ii the eigbtaent^ af 4 (Vpe- 
(eeiitb, a^ if be hs^d %vigbe4 tP give ^aHle. )^4 
W^Uingtan difi i|otde<Ufie thf o^^r. H^pl^e^ 
bi^army in arr^; hi^ nght r<3|tii>g ^tf^lMl ^f| 
Arl^n^Qii, a^id his left stretching om in tba 4*r 
f^nioq: of Ibeas and Rpbieiia. On Ibe tww^ 
tieth the two armies observed each olhf r : and t<h 
wards'" evening General Paget, witb two diviiaii^m^ 
repulsed a French party, which bad ipov^d ^f^ 
.Quintana-Palla. On the twenty-^rsd. Lp^d W^h 
linglon beard that Sbult was approaching' the Yfir 
gus, andr tbreateoed General. HIH*: The ^iig^«|^ 
connnander-in-cfaief did not Wiib to ^acj^agei Lbf 
success of th^ campaign, by obatiiiMiply f»^s4ifii^ 
in the capture of the castle oi liw§o$: a9^ 
thi^ught his junction with GeQ€^r9l {Ijlj iodfap^a* 
•ible, that the latter m^t not be dr^w^u ipili^ i 
conflict witb inadequate fomres ; for any dflji^ji^^ 
advantage, obtained by the Fr^Dqb in tb^ (^p 
country, woukl imnled&alely hay^ emhkA tbif^ 
to return to Andalusia, w4 r^O^w tlHr aiefr #f 
Cadiz. All tbe na^vqraji^eiim of ibe aUi^t t9tKa^ 
Madrid and Buigoft mtist be QQilwien^d as piqeljf* 
K^yiciilated inano&arvr^s to deliv^ tbttpMYioM of 
dKndaliisia from tke pp^msioe of ti^^ WtmP^'rri.^ 
province which is; as op^hmU mi:^Wt W mi* 
iperously inhabited, as th^ k^gflEHn 9f |V>iiqpl« 
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inw Ml dr«tl« 4111^ be«m :ilie.i^tfo dfS^ftgwi, 

Wikl<6e^4'My-V«lry eobaidtttabte: dyt it did oM 

amount to k IMiltlltfllv&t which slMtklb.agaiaM 

Sotttt, M tHte i^HhIi, #<iiuid lAve cott^ »p obtkia 

tile iliii^ i«ll1»tti«g<» \^«h Lord H\W«llibglM 

ttbsir ^nliM fii-tJbe tfoHh. • 'Vbe 'M«ge of ifte«4JMlle 

oTB^Vgdii M>veMll lb«^n«tidiifana«i Oiibrefiji^ 

ami \Ai'bm6 gnMiit^ns wMlgktry. ICfMls.iiinMl 

Vi^ tdfe tt1|«it y^ t1i«'^»ir^irttf^'-8«sbtid ; «ttd>«he,<i«htilK 

^tlHkl a^tt^'^lt iMdl td4h» 'DMiiro. ft is {tti^ptt«|ia. 

'b!^ «o colMtide wMi- 4lke Cnf^iah 9feinntl ;i« ^iisk 

'iif&hkiif 'iii/kUih ink himms ufibh iMm in^iman, 

WtitMed "wlA -lite «'ont»tr«o(tion :6f >t(ie .iMlfe idf 

Iffil^ illi^. "tf&tf the akMbk te^ 4)B0^y' «Nik^ 

dttb^.-VKb iiidfe Mtttf 4MMie bedi IftOliii) f^smt- 

HffoHV/ti^ afifiiflf Ml Ute •Ml df siaM^ iMT'Odtobi^; 

'dUtf'tb^ bdfr^fiiM coMM|WeJhoiaki tff firti dUii^«Mi* 

l6iiM hf LbNl WeVmimi'stfloapff, ai^ ld«{M fti 
6tre<:k by «lte gkr^niOn tiHll^ wbicti tbe «ii-ifti|t}«r 
-^ItlkHaVfliiht^a^e 1!(foV}d««l%b« Msttfe, «r<^lM««t 
•lltKrofKi^tf 8!bl« to <c^ost%h6'^Do^rto ^Hie MR' «f 
-Ch^ y^. Tliii floxv^ «^th«> Etigljbh cIM^ bC})i% 

^TnaH:b«« <o tM<>1\ijgui^ «in«i} jpfbligecl -19^tt 'fii<Ml 
•^61: mi Vale'iFtfl^ perlM^s «^^ti tottK^ tilft><l<fc 
^EbK), 'iYi eoln^itfiy il^itft King ^Qfli^h fiM>Mdi#Al 
*Stibh«t. 'GUi ^\^ k^Mion, 1^, mwy 46iliMa 
"^ftMiisf ihe 4i»ii^ eBu»6, Mf}Mk iht ^tli^'INite 
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JMtlyiiiifefendiDg. a8k«^'< 'WhM: w^«^. tbqf wniet 
44 AfadtlQsia^4»f 'Murcm, of VaheDlJa» Mij General 
Maitland^bkiksetf, doinft^aUlb^ tioi^B-' :. ur . 
ii The alliea teocossed tim Doucp -on tl|e.n|(ie« 
taeatfa of October. . iThl^ > Fqpnoli ^QtQe«pi«d tjaie qp^ 
postte siuDre on .Ifae tftme.iidfy. Itliif r^treal ^om 
before Birgos wm .amdn^ot^i with ftett abi^ty, 
and perfiortted inexoqftlol; order; Ihoi^ghir^pf^ted 
attacks wete made by t^:Fr^ucb adva#a^.§|4ard 
againat! the near guard of the ayies; ; ^#<i#|ral HMU 
jbavtogj too: great an inf<^k)r#|||r,iof niii»berst(0 en<- 

* AOttolwMaiihal Soult,,yiiited tb# n^igji^bofirl^ood 
'jof Madrid oiiihe fint.of Noveofibf^f^^^cfp^ditti^ 
^jruadaratfie, ami marcbedLtp Amy|4o, .w^h^e ifff 
-troops; foitMd their juattion with |^he.gf»ii4<fum)ji;. 
;0n the.eigbjlb>.the tv4|aM9itiatook,a p^s^fpfi^oii 
the left>bMk: of. tbe Timiitfk Qenerajl Hill ofn^u- 

* -pied the c&stle oC Alha^ s^ vSjbationed General 
iHaoailtdni :with his Poftp^^ese troops,: on the 
"HighAi b^nk of thei Tomi^. On the mpii^i tkeM" 
jvwl^ed . posts qC the allies were attacked by tjf^ 
'tFrf»Qh, and driven backAo Albe de. Torm^. - On 
;^heu teDlbfiii^neral Hhunij^n . was att^ked.-^ 
lUilvybadihi^ily constructed ^ few i%|r^cfameiits, 
IMtwhproy^d of v^ry great Assistanfo; ^q th^ defence 
jlWtjpHrjsteryt^iop of ;hia post. Adt^ a briab; firing, 
ltHAM(?bJ4P(l§cl;yU night*, the. i'rencb .retired rathe 
eneighbouriD^ h^igbts^. I^m CQ^Aict «ist the aliiea 
9fi^r^at.w0j'faijin4red m§n^ I^Uled, ^0H9ded».^ 
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j^rtfe&il^rsl dttd tHeiiniyh'okf iot^,,jMnce they t^i^ic^ 
the siege of the castle of Burgos, includi^^g this^ 
might at^ooot tp one thonJieQd iMm r :; 

Mar^^lj^ulk has %U^ady. b0f» am^ujred for M9 

txceasiye ,t^?difijess iq Jelling po8se*ai0^i|f lAo^*- 

lusiaduripg the year IS 10; Ji^ocmmitt^ Jfeb^aaoJfc 

;,feuJt' ift dvacuatUig iJl^t province. . Tl»t>flgb,h^ :iM^ 

left S^viJl«iott the ttt^nlyrsjxtb 4rf AugwW;,h4 Ortily 

foritec^ibi^tJu^cti<>n!vfith King Jos^b^a army) neir 

AJmajiT^ t>n; the t wei>^n inth. of Sip i c mtoeg. ' : . Hfs 

.advancod guard occufMd AlviaciM i^a-th^.Aiufd.tif 

OcjfaiAe¥; and on tiie siktU ilSfTnt&at Jliii»3fi j oe* 

Sancleiifeen ta. The castle o£ Cbi«ehUtersuril^ndered 

on the :nihth. Il: mm hqt tbwao-ds tfaeJatter.^nd oS 

the itMiifh that he matched wUii numerous forces 

to the TagiiSt whicb riTev,.being ekrery. where i63rds(- 

ble at ihfitiflie.ofthe.yearviBilghtibdir^. been, easily 

crossed, Afet be prejudice .of the niHres^'if tbcjDiixd 

persisted in defending^ its ngbtbaitk'i 2 iGebenAtHQl 

preferred! a .inovemett to: the Jacofna«ii His right, 

' which occupied Puenlelarga, wat attlikted on: the 

thirtieth : of .iOctober by &buit's'Wd^mtaced guard. 

Colonsl :&k^rrdb, who comqiandedion that pomt, 

nmdeieigood^defence. SbeialHes withdraw in. the 

nigbt^imd onS;he fourth of jl^aueitaber they rc8K)h^ 

i AmviI^i on! I the :Adaja^i.«iit hdli tMkaviiig 4)eien pui^ 

<siu^. illiei||>antshtriijifdtbsu)f Don C«ffti»E$pa- 

cni»/aQd th^ Qtfuiili de Peant-Villeriiuf, continually 

•oofoperated wit^.the gteatest zeal iti the perfdrnji. 

mnce iof Geofecalvliaifsc^ers, fr«» the time \i% 
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^eft Estreihadurti, 4b his juacfiod Wrth Lord Wei- 
iingto^i. 

From the tMMb to this. sixteenth of November, 
Sdult was recMMtottriog tbe poiitioM ib* the vici* 
nity of Vli#Torm€8 ; and ittst^ed of flfttaddt^g the al- 
lies, wfib-Mtbally fifaatletiged hilj^QQ the fourteenth 
ond fiftefenffh^ he intrenched WdMelf cm tbeheights 
of MofeoH>es, wad contended hhnself with sending 
tfelfccfanieuts ttwrards Ciudad^Rodrigovtogite Lord 
'WeilingtOQ.tffne^naeaainMs res))ictiiiig hin cdm« 
muBieiituMis wMi ^at |ilMp. On the stxtoeath 
his LnnlBhip taoamped bis anliy on the Vataoza. 
!5oult fblhiiMifl the allies with a strong advanced 
f iHwd, lAitineTer doseij^jpreand upon them. On 
thasevente^h lis wiiftilad himsdf of ai fttvwmibte 
IpaaitioQ to attfpk the rear gnaid nndar ^e ordeMs 
^f General Altvtu A detaohmen t of'hiB Kght troopb 
leodoealed thaiiiaehfies im a wood on • tte ro(|d4|»« 
iCittAnd-Rodrigb, iiid todc tilaneial f ag^t {MriaoDer^ 
alknost id the oeotte jQf. the aAlied army, sfttlie mo-^ 
inent tjl^lif wis retimiibg alohet to inquire iiito 
tfaecausevf d^yoik thse pait of the <iiviaioQ» wbi^ 
was tpi follow lolose upoB)hi8; mnd^ which jhe bad* 
n»s of thie wadahad dftliged to aiscScen ita j^nhqs. 
/This accident was jaxtdeteelyipaiafal to Lord Wei- 
liogtottp who h4d Cenetal l4g»tV taleat* <» M^ 
estiinatira. His Lordahspi. in his oAeiail re[t(M*t«> 
the Earl of Bathurst, sajn that he is very aassyto 
apnounce tho.aiisfortaae of losing LieutMmf1>0»- 
neral ^r Edward Fag^ who idras arim 'a |iriaoafr 



on the teVtenti9iebth,>wHM ie<i«Mn«h#Ri}^ Ib^ (idliiWh 
-«f ^ «ettti« } Unt th« heavy ftUii of-iklii ilbifS^ 
greuttyrufi^ei^ tte r6ad^ ^bd i#«lt^'l1fe^i^A«ilMl, 
tm ittterVfl^Hjcetintd betwetfd lf^!(ftti dnlTil^fi^ 
divisions df injfantry ; tl^M Stt Cd*IMn^d' v^ijii MVirti. 
iog alohe on hotrs^^k totKe rbsMr.gaaMl, >^ tMe 
purpose of inquiring into the ci'o^ of 'lh{i'4i!4ft|jf'; 
and as tlve toad fey throuj^ -i #oodj ad^^inent 
c^the efteitty's eaViil^y tnu«t have ^Wbtf OiW ^ liy , 
or Sw Ed\«ayd must hsiv^ misled hik Mall ^fe 
Lordship addied, that GefnerdlPa^et v^a^ tidt^tii&d. 
€fd, but that h^ebUld not iru'fflctently 'f^iHtd^JISt 
^ his seWie^ iat ^uch a nyotoent. .' / 

• In the ' Sttme repdft, Lord Wei Gjjbgtdn bUStvis 
tfcttt (he ^iStofe ^pcteklJlfe ftrrc* oT tfte rii^ttiyib 
JSplliM W«^ dh the^oraifes abb\it tM ttifl^fe dfl^' 
-MoMh,.«ti!d:ilh|t it ceiVarnflf «^ no*c ebhs^k^fteS^ 
tHHniiJii^y tWti«^fadtiif«tf ;^ nay, thiit nl ttiprS ptu. 
4>ably «iir6uGlt^-t6 ntn<ty t'botii$an(f, ti^'Hicm^lattd 
«kf whfch wfer6 cavalty ; ^nd'tbat as thfe anAybf 
Fofrtug*! aione'Tiad 6ttt fttfndred pi6c«Js <^^rtiJfet^, 
it #ds phbbdbie tlh^t^he^e ive^ i^iot tes!s "(Ihail^ iWo 
»liui«*red-tt tlife wTi^e ititiy. ^fe L(Wd^Hrp, 'tti'i^- 

•Vf&tch'itiA^^Mnik '^MSuVt'ttb thoi'e th^h i^^^i^. 
•ly'th'd^f^ffdafci^ viHi^thTms ;'ti^t#eV%^k'e'f^/ft«f 
^enPibik^^-'kffa ^littius-f^'taAVe-to'iyldWi^, tt^rlit 
'lfteVbV^f8;b,^)^efl%n«aite<9#i»'06tga^ fiMdd6tti^^ 
4h6- m^tiSt Vb6 -^«fif^ei%ilf -Iff'lSJIliman^. 
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winter qutrters ta Jb|i er/ny, . on .tbeJefjf/bwgjksoif 
the Agiiede.. TM Frencjh, jwho^w^re as wutpli in 
seed dfjeppsc^their opponents, wRreiUfttlODg in 

rfQUQWiH|i4bw example. They were qm^ftwed: be,- 

. tiween. the. DQOi(| tp4. thg^ *|agus* Jopqpih ret urq^ 
(O. Madrid ; and Marshal i^oult fix^d bU; hea4- 
quirtf IS. M Toledo. .^ii ., 

Th[e..£ngjish ministers €|:i^peet^4 that'. fortune 

,v(PI^I4;lK^i^iDue to smile upon them,' and. j^bat. thqy 

^4»bDul4 MOD hear of the total e3qf>uljsro4 ^f tb^ 
Frenpb from the peninsula. The ev^nt \ifas, bow- 
pttXf prpcrastiDated by a i^eglig^n^e^^^n. tbe par^of 
Lord Wellington. Ij^ad he sent an pOff^ ta sutnr 

jnon the castle of Burgos to surr^^j^ry. Gqnieral 
Dubreton, iif governor, had resolvect, efff^v siDc^ the 

.affair of the eighteenth » to s^ccept an ^pouirahl^ 
capitulation, to which lie was in every ;r€;^p^t>«Qr 
titled. His fin^ defence ||iad commanded t^e esteei|i 
of his opponents, and the admiration of all Europe, 
'i^ha, loss of Buigos would have deprived ^ t|)^ 
Ip'rench of their principal depdt of ammunitions; for 
the armies of Soult, Joseph, Clausel, and Caffa- 
relli, all has!tened to seqd thither for cartridges, as 
9oon, as the siege was. raised*. TbpiS.the prid^.of 
a comipander^ the too faithful organ Qf th^. sej^tf- 

^fppnts of his masters, retarded for 4||«j|ear the deli- 
verance of the peninsula.. He even 4*a^% the fisfc of 

;Withertng| the laufels^ which be had gathered on 
the ^anks of^^J^ Tiurqfies. Indeed, M^jrsl)9l\3QuU'^ 
circunispecliiy} frojin; tbe^ ^j^ftftb ^ fb^^ii^teen^ 
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of November can by no means be approved. The 
retreat from before Burgos had disorganised the al- 
lied army ; and it would have been easily routed 
by a well-directed attjdck. The prudence of the 
French general must no doubt be attributed to his 
recollection of the sanguinary battle fought at Al- 
buera;. and it is toL^rd Wellington's good fortune 
in not being defeatedi» during his retreat of .1813, 
that his Lordship is indebted for his victory at Yit- 
topia. 
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tOOK VII. 



tAt CdAipfete ovetthro;^ of Wa'pdl^od'd gfg'^nti* 
|)bvver,ocC2ldione<f bjMhe rftsastroas <iartipaign 6t 
Russt&,^ofifirmet1 ttttdblighlleiied obSWveA irt 4eir 
coDJectures respecting the approaching deliverance 
of the peninsula; and, judging of the future by the 
past, the period of that deliverance was also easily 
foreseen. In 1SQ8, Lord Wellington had forced 
Junot to evacuate the kingdom of Portugal. In 
1809) be defeated Marshal Soult in the neighbour- 
hood of Oporto, and drove him back to Galicia. 
The sanguinary battle of Talavera, which obliged 
the French to concentrate their armies in order to 
aave Madrid, freed Galicia, the Asturias, and the 
kingdom of Leon, of their presence. Soult and 
Massena appeared, it is true, before Cadiz and 
Lisbon in 1810: but the magnitude of the peril 
awakened the energy of the English, Portuguese, 
and Castilians. They im)ved that they could be 
vanquished, but not iubdued/ Even the succ^es 
of Marshal Soult in 1811, seem to have been des- 
tined meftly to open' a more extensive field of 
glory to the allied army, and to Lord Wellington 
in 1812. The conquest of Badajoz, and the victory 
at Salamanca, place the English commander by the 



ti^ qf the great ^ptaiiis, whose ^ip^n^^ gf|n4m 
f^)Afecr^ I^FP^ tbe war of tb^ Fre^pti r^vota^iQA 

ti^ne, obseuniigf 9s it w^ece^ the ofioat bi:i])iao^ eif* 
ploits.r^cpriled in the ^k\^^ti^ of aiite^jpr tiqi^^ 

Tbe Rppulation of the pwii^sula israt^.^t thii^ 
teen millions of in|iabitaBts. In tho b^gin^ipg of 
1808, alfnp9t thd whoie was conquered h^ ^ 
Fcenqb) whilst tQwarda tbe latter end of 1813, lufff 
Pf ttwt pqpi)ls|tion had.petur^d i^ncja: their L^wfq) 
authoritiw. 
Tii/e population of the A^turias .^fBOunts 

tp 36pA)Q0»ylib 

TbatofGs|lieia i, 3^0)000 

^fknd^lqaia }, 796.900 

Murcia 96Oifi0Ot 

• ^ Estremadiica 40p,pOO 

PortMgal 3,000»QOO 



«« 



Total 7^^.000 
j^^ adding, to tliis acnaitftt-tbfe io^fth of ^e 
country, ^^li qcenpiedi by l*w( French, it b^^un^ 
i^videa^t that ^itliia tha^pac^ «f fonr^^rs, tbojr 
badfloat t^ro-tbir<jh8 o^ tbifrP^n^ulaj wbi«h eir<?ufQ« 
alanqe jusUfted th^ coqje^ttuie tiiat thie cafflpaiig* 
of 18 Id, if it were well «<Kpduc|ed, mm hf^^ thjei^ 
to recross tbe Pyrena^. It nwa not; a; l^^&^ tb^t 
vm wanting to tbQ aJliaa: they had l$#g since 
feMad- an able <mh^ in JUmkI WdU^gto^. 'i^ ol^ 
stiicle, whieh w^ |(^ be overiHaa^te^ piro^ffdi^ fr^ni 



the jealous^r of the secondary chiefs, who, bTinded 
by a false point of honour, paralysed alike' the zeal 
of the inhabltaDts, the valour of their soldiers, atid 
the talents of the commaiMler, whom Providence 
appeared to have destined to humble the pride of 
NapoleofK But the firmness of the Spanish go- 
temment opened a brighter prospect. They learnt 
fhat the triumphs of the Russians would not have 
be^ so complete^ had not all classes of that valiant 
nation united' round the throne of Peter the (Jreat; 
to chastise the rash imitator of Charles XII. * An 
example so generous excited, in the allies of the 
tduth, the n6ble resolution of a frank and cordial 
vnion to save their country. Whilst Alexander 
expressed his satisfaction at the enertions made 
against* tile French in the peninsula, the Prince 
Regent of England applied to his' parliament for 
the means of a vigorous prosecution of the war* 

His Royal Highness ordered Lord Wellington's 

• • • 

army to be reinforced, that his Lordship might be 
enabled to heighten 'the glory of the preceding cam- 
paigns, by the total expulsion of the French from 
tbeterritofy of Spain. This event, which had been 
so long wished for, by all the fViends of justice^ 
became still more probabtej when Napoleon re* 
called fifty thousand choice troops from his army 
in Spain, together witti Marshal Soult. 

The public, so frequently unjust, in spite of the 
proverb by which its flatterers attempt to'establisli 
its pretended infallibility, (vox pilpuli^ wx deij. 
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tttveighcfd lotidly against Lard -Wellington, Ibr not 
having fet his army in motroh before the first of 
Miy, 1813.' According to the- orators of the Lon» 
doti ccffee-^hduses, the conquerors of Busaco and 
Salamanca were no' longer worthy of their splendid 
renown. In their delirious accusations, they evien 
spoke of appointing a' successor to the fortunate 
icommander^ who had first broken the spell of 
French invincibility. Ffetbius and Paulus Emi- 
4iu3 had, under similar, circumstances, invited 
their Roman criticsi to give up the' pleasures of 
capital of the world, and assist them with their 
toupcils. Those vain and ignorant censors proved 
their wan't of patriotism ^ by declining the invitatiott 
of the Consuls. But the English general, forseeiiig 
a similar denial, adopted a more decisive system of 
conduct. He despised his obscure slanderers^ and 
justified tl^e confidence of the enlightened part of 
the nation, by defeating King Joseph in the plain* 
of Vittoria. 

. On the twenty-fourth of May, the advanced 
guard of the allies moved to Salamanca. On the 
twenty-sixth, that city was occupied by General 
Fane, who pursued the rear guard of the French, 
and took two hundred, prisoners, near Huerta. On 
the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth, his Lordship 
assigned cantonments to General Hill's columa 
A>etween the Tormes and the Douro, and went ia 
person to Miranda de Douro, where he arrived on 
ihe..tweDty-nintb| with the column under the 



«r4aK«^ of QQ?)i»a|^ Qi^hi|m» iirbo €ommaii4ed' ^ 
4^ft v|ng. pf ^tbe armj. On l|ie ibirty-fiuBt Ih^se 
(jTopps^.tpok ap^iti^Mi on |tie riv^r Esla, their teft 
l^iog on Tub^i^' coinimiii(eatiAg wit^ tkearm^f 
pf Q^licia^ aml^ ti^^jir rigbt in imht of Carv^ales* 
Oil the first of Juna, tb^ Eii^lisfa hii9s$irs ootereii 
Zamofa ; the ^Howing 4ay, iImji were at Toro^ 
Cot(»9el Grai^, uadef whOM orders tfaey fought, 
took two b«n(}red prisoners. Joseph wa& at the 
})ead of the Frenob vv^y^ having under his orders 
J^arsihialJoMrdan, as his major-generaL The French 
fetraaled ratbef in confusion. Valladolid was eva^ 
cuated en tbe fiMrth. The allies found a great 
quantity of am^^unitioft in that place. On the 
aeveotb their arooy (troased the Carrion, and on ttie 
followiiig daya itoccu^ed both banks of the Pisu- 
crga* On the Hrelfnb General Hilt attacked tiSt 
position of Hormazas, which WM defended by Ge- 
fMfral ReUle. General PcHMOsby turned the right 
of the French with the greatest boldnesst wbibt 
Geaeial HilTwas attacking the lieighte of Esftepan 
Tb« manoeuvres of the allies were so ably per* 
foroaedf that the Fiench became appvehensive for 
their ii^e of operations ; and crossed over to the 
)ieft shore of tfan Arlanzon* In the night of the 
twelfth to the thirteenth, they retreated to Brivies- 
ca. They blew up the works of the castle of Bur- 
gos. On the fifteenth the allies passed tiie Ebro 
•voF the bridge of Saint Martin, and that of Fueote 
Af6]i«s. On the twenty^sixthi Genetal Graham 



wat attacked atOataia ^j'rirj'nnfirrinr iUBJirrffi 
.He reniatfied, howaiMr» masMr ofiihe field of bat-' 
tie> befltuse the Frenoh iioliaiitir voder the ap|ite^ 
heoaaoo of biiag out off froai tht main'body of thMf « 
army, tviiich was eollectinf, »ear Vittorra« Hid 
Lord Wiiiliifigton rapidly moved his oentre to Mo« 
riHas, whUit hisn9ltt.wa8 making demonttFatiobti ' 
i^inst Vittiria» he would indeed have suceeededl 
in cutting them off. The Rrench troopa^ diairitt-><t 
iMinei «t Oamo, would have been caught latwaan 
two flialft and probably destroyed. They managed; 
h emw^ io exuicate themaelws fnim tbii periloim 
sitDftties, and to'join their grand araq^, wh6aeaMai«» 
bers, even ader this juMlwn, tiki not exceed sixty 
thousand men under tMla. . 

On tlie twentieth, the two armies were im pret 
senee of each other. The French had thisif : left 
wingstalioned on the hiigfcts between Arunez Ad 
Puebla de ArlaMMP^.their centre on a height which 
commanded ttei Valley of Zadorra, and their rightf 
wing resting against •Yittoria. This position wat 
covered on the whole of ite front by th« Zadorra^ 
which, at that time of the year, was not fordabie any 
wtwie. The English commander made his ar^n 
rangementsfortheattackon the folio wingday. Early 
on the twmty-first, the allies, fully qQni#ngin the 
talents, and above al^, in the good fortune of Lord 
WelUi0gton, maivrbedtoth^ battle with ap entfau- 
aiasii tk*^ beggai9'de$cri|ik)n. His Lordship hfti 
encMraged his ttfoops with only the^e lew wori|| 
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that w*e eagerly, cimulated d^ugb the ranks t 
^^ Remember, qqr f^Mi^^^^ thtrt. you Are the bothers 
of ^ heroes of Ttafiriii^ ; and tbat you havr befora 
yiM those, whom ymi mnquished «t<S«Iam«pca/' 
Tf^ right of the allies under General Hill ims. first 
engaged. li drove the left of the French firomrthe 
heights of Puebla, and took poM^ssiou of ^ubijana- . 
de-Alaya« General Qeille opposed srt first, but a. 
fieeUe reaistanoe. - He thought it a fake attack,. 
IgltniliiiJ to cause the centre to be wealleaeA, afl^ 
devoted his main attention to the left.wing.,>^hett. 
li* perceived his enM% he wished to stoy j l uipwij . 
^resMif theaUies ; but ihe fairourable morwiit vmi 
past. :U was on the hiinhri of PrntfigL^ that he 
should have been prepar«dMt0 repulse the en^ny.. 
Tli€^ftieochdi vision, which fcafl; been beaten there, 
fell bMk in confusion, and lowered the spirils of 
tfatt which came to its t^iitance ; but if As^se two 
divisions had been enabled to support each other at 
the beginning of the attack, the exertions of the 
allies would have proved fruitless. Joseph and 
Jourdan eame both in person to encourage ibe 
troops; considering it of material importance to 
regain the village of Subijana, the key of their {m«K- 
tioo. Loid Wellington, being also sensible o$ bis 
part, thatuihe occui>ation of this post 4|;ave \tim a 
decided superiority, sent orders to Geweral Hill* 
that he must keep it at any <. rate. The.|||renQ||f 
made several attempts top|take Subijana^ jMltjtiey 
ifore constantly repulsed. -^ . 
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ImA, W^tltit^g%om,§tm0t'§mA all fe»rs lespect'^ 
iDg 4ke l^ter of- h» ks&^ noir^ mmed Ma Mntit, 
wliielb iMtd hiibtrto m nMmi itself to aeri deiii(in-> 
|t|3lti<ws* HistffMf»'|MHid the Zad<»rra over tli« 
bfi<)9^ of Yillociiis, and timt of IStamspiQiites. Thhi 
JBMMPfwayref whicb was boldly piiiprmei, firigbtened 
^im Joitf^b, ivte dlid 90l i^nrait the attack, but 
oid^ri^d tbe Hoopjl.of his centre to fall back on Vit^ 
toria. H« VpheA, besides, to support his right 
win^, vvbich wasimpatvously attacked by G^ieral 
Qrabam« . The vilh^es of Gamafta^Mayor and 
AbechtiCQf, plough obstmately difendedf wer^ 
tarried by Ihia English at tbe poli^ of tbe bayonet. 
STb^ae fewo f iUagefaerved as /e^«f depont oft he rivei 
K^dMtait t^ k«^ fmMesaion of th^ high road/rom 
Yiitom to Baympi* The Ftencb, on being de- 
jprivad of tha|p» jqttt their line of operations; and 
%viu^t the afliei wera attacking Abechucoj Joseph 
dispatcbed the choicest of his divisions to repossess 
thenwelves of the village of Gamarra-M^Qpdr. 
But General Oswald wpelled every attack, and 
remained master of tlsit important point. Being de-^ 
feat^ on their whol^iin^, and tinablelo retreat by 
the bi^ road If France, Jourdan and Jeaeph took 
the i:oa4 to Pampekna. The intrepidity and nuaa^ 
bera of tba ^iies, left tt^em ntf time for recollection 
All.tba artillaqr^ consisting of one hundred and 
fiftfl lapa^ff <i|.oi!iiinne» above four hundred ws%- 
IpM^ tte iyit(i<||hmacf» an4 even the army-ch^ 
^Igffm^ tbMP¥ ^^^^ conquerors. Josej^ owtd 
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his sa^ t# the wr itii tiiif iii^ k^cmt. Captain 
Wyii#a*; <rf li»t<i»th Bogiitb HtisiaMi, enteted 
Vktoria t* AiU ^llop iHMi Ibsel^i^s earritge had 
pist left the place. ' Ife pursted it with one 
•quftdron^ owrtooh fl» carriage, tad fired ifitD ft; 
Tbia iBtrudiilR fnptit^ bad o»ly tkne tb leap oot 
of the couch, and «a<iftt bis bof^. He esca|[)eA 
under the protection of about Wly drs^oonsi whd 
encountered the English Hussam sviNffd m hand. 

Tbe loss Bf the aliits aiaomited to four thousand 
men hon dm tomhai^ and that of .the Frinch f^ 
about six ihoiisand. Lord Wellingtan had eightj^ 
tbousmid men Mder arms. Joseph might havd 
||ad more, had be eotacentrated bit troops. Genefdl 
Clausel bad been detached to th# neightiourhocHl 
ofLogrono,witbtw^ofth«be*4ffl»ioftrf md Ge« 
neral Foy bad recently baen sefK to tite environs of 
Bilboa« The Hench might h*vt cdHeded* one 
hijpdred thousand troops, with which they #ould 
kMM driven Lord Wellington back to the moun- 
tains of PortugaK It was Marshal SoWlt's absence 
from the army that occasioBed all the mischief. 
There was not any sufierior officer, of suffidWrtty 
distingujpbed talents^ to counterffn Joseph's and 
Ilia m^or-general; s weakness. Jourdan is one of 
th^ bestgenerais of division in the frehch armn 
but NlHW^ has not intended hltai R>r a ciUBtftaiidlir 
«t th« ftfit rsink; and althoBgh the tfeoMek of 
%ilit.J«»t» and Baritee'e repsjut, ptodaim hiA^EllB 
gjMBt^$l«»ptaU of bis tim^, it is wetliBOWii Aat^l 
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Ifis tiiumpbs, add tspeciaHy the battle et Fkurds, 

lire due to Rleber and MoTeau. When he wtts de* 

* 

jpTwtd of tht&b two able assistante, the mask/ill^ 
mad the km» vnnuked. The diaiWer of Vittoriijt 
xraH eairily foreseen by tho^e^ whb renaembered th% 
«nibrtunst# coflllieft of W«inzburgh and Leibthfi- 
gen. Would Marshal SmU ever litre let the 
allies cross the Douiroi and mareb to Yittoria^ 
without giring them battle, with •a weII-c.onoen« 
trated afiliy ? ^ 

If^ the month ef June, 1818, the Frendh haA 
still one hundred and %ixty thousaod men iti SjiftiQ, 
partly present undw artM, and partly in the difr 
lerent garriaoos. Nothing was more easy thAn t^ 
form an army of chosen troops to eounteract Lord 
Wellington'^ plana. The victories of Lut^en and 
fiautzen justify the thoice^ wlwch Buonaparte made 
of Marshal Sotltt to lie- lua lieutenant : but he 
ought to have gi¥to Ms btother Joseph the assist- 
Mce of Marshal Suehet, who, next to SftoM^ 
justly possessed the^ Mnfidetice of the arAry 9t 
Spain. Lord Wdtingtoa had been, for eigltl 
months, otganizing a cboien army^ The n^wfirpa* 
pers complained that h^did nothing but r4M«Ml 
hunt ; whilst his Lofdship was night and ddy in- 
specting his troops^' visiling their canttfiiBeots, 
and putting the army decdftaries in good condi- 
tion. But, in npit/b df his ^ertions, he opendH 
the campaign with only seventy-four thousand 
foot, titd ttx thouMnd httne. Joseph might have 
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encoimtoved him with one huatlpad tfaoiMMuid) in^' 
cludiDgten thousand cavalry. The iKid. arrange* 
inent9 of hig majar*generml aflTorded bmf oiu the 
dfay of battle^ but sixty agaioit eighty tbouwiuL 
This shows the justice of the obeervatioa of 
Louis XIY. On beaoflf of the trictory gained by 
the Dukeof Veiid6meat VillarieiosaytiiattpcHinKcb 
said — ^^ See what a gnat man can effect V* Of 
Joseph, beaten at Vittoria, it Qsay be said, witk 
equal justice-^^' See what a little man-cam ^Mi** 
' Lord Wellington's movements, 61 the beginning 
of this campaign^ were a masterpiece. He did not 
covet the ephemeral triumph of enterio^ Madrid ; 
but took solid positions, which forced.tbe Fre^ob t# 
evacuate that capital. He threatened theif wbete 
right flank from Saatandeio up to Vvlestia. He 
Approached Burgos, which' con taiiied inmenst 
stores of ammunition* He bi|d eve# the boldness 
to push the left of hfil amy to the veifi line of 
Alterations on the part of the French ; md be suor 
ceedAd in taking possession of the highrpadi, which 
leads from Madrid to Bayoooe. But it must be 
confessed * that the English commander is not 
equAtly able as a tactician. After be had reached 
a fiek^of battle, by a series of scientific manoeuvres, 
it is surprising to behold him at once acting, as it 
were^ contrary to good sense* Why did he ight 
those combats of SiAijana aflcH3amerra*Mayor ?•-« 
The instant bis Lordshtpknew, t^a certftittty, that 
be had twenty tbodsatid nieo more 4lMl Jlieepb 
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tn^tbe Mdj hm^iiamMivres Ooght to hairebeeh 
directed Uk the deetruition of tfaft-ltfl wing of lh« 
Freneh. To aceoviplisb tim objeeti dWsfe attacks 
only were rtouired on' the two w&>g«Q^whibt tfadf 
flower of the army would htve paiaed thci Zidonra^ 
over the bridge of Villodds, and ifaatibf Traa|)iunt6s ; 
and would have takM^^ positioa betwieen thb lefH 
and the cenlii of theJhrench armyi Througbjtl^ijs 
bold manMBuvref pointed out by the very aature 'of 
the groiMds all the ilrench troops statSoMd at Subi^ 
jana wbu Idfcave b rt n Mtircg d to iay dMfn theiiv^mfli 
By cnMting the Iddani^ :afipmt^ t^ Youaa, iwitb 
fifty thousand men^, fiord WelKngtoo. would hav^r 
. revived^ the briUiabl>triulnph x>f the Duke of MirU 
borough^ *wbo, at ihe battle of Hocbsletli in* 1704^ 
took twenty-aeven battalions, and' twelve a^a-f 
drMs, thai iKid bel^n left in the viUigwtf Blenheim^ 

Thje" f^reoch themselves cdnfeas ibatfiHey^went 
badly attacked, and stUt aciili^bMily^pbrsued.4^ 
Three thousand borse;^attd LordiWieUibfllpq ba9 
more than double that number) waiild: IjMifr' bead 
sufficient to crush tbe French rear guaird ofilesil 
tfaoilisand men, so great was the tortoi in -theif 
army. At night, their retmt became an actuld 
rout* Tile fugitives could not he rallied^ even 
under the-iano parts of Pam|i^tuna» ' Jhis fortressi 
however, intimidated the alliity who marched^witd 
precaution, that they might not fall into any am-' 
bush* Hence it ma^ be inferred, that Lord WeU 
lington acted contrm^'to his interest, by cutting 
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the Ffench off ft^Mihe biglkfoaA ttBtyABBe. H« 
wmild bavc wtr^todl them much toore iit that dU 
rectioD, th«fe in Um^ ttoimteiqitts country which 
leads to PtmpdvDa. He very liki^ly night evea 
liav6«ii:caededip bri«fHi| them to battlie a second 
time; in which^Mte the French would have been 
lost b^ond recomry^ Bi^|p«Mlt« which waa tiol 
supplied, would have openttl its gain ; and Bor« 
dcaux wQjuld have sent lleputiea to bsitea'tho 
march of ili liberators. To praise the^sbility of 
bis |rtans, in nscbing a fithUtf Aattle, is maie jus* 
ties to Lord Welliog^ : baitlie hiMoriaa would 
be open tf tho censure c^ all mih'titfy mea, if he 
did not also remark, that hisi Lordship showed 
some uncertaiaiy in his misVesnen.ts in the field of 
battle itself; dihtt he trtiited too mu^ to his sub<» 
ordinate ofloecs ; and that he did not know h^w 
to «vail himself of victory. General Hill on the 
right, and iGeMiai Giaham on the left, defended 
fiubijarils. and < GAm^rra-Mlyor with true bravery : 
but thiy^perihnned no manoeuvres that mark the 
emSiieot commander. Geneml , Beresford, who 
eommanded itke centre^ is proclaimed as his I^Pi^ 
ship's Mentor, for Jsis friendfy advloe and assist- 
ance during the operations. Loid Wellington's 
modesty in this nespest, though conforiiable to the 
fingiih character^ MSMt be apphMded. The con- 
descension of bestosrinfi pmises upon thoM^om 
whom we derive assistancct has limits, beyond 
which it becomes riikmlMp, To hear the f^oa* 
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. qiieior of Salamanca and Yittm'i^t deei^ring that tm 
ia uidebied for his laureliTIo the gmn^U wl|ii, in 
Hht battle of Albuerai wa^. oUiged to contend 
tgainat a Polish lancer, is truly fUtifuK 

These observations may .tead M dtiliihish the 
general surprise, that tke biHOff the French did not 
correspond with the importance of tkft iMMte of 
^ Yittoria. T\m author has beenn^redibljr Mbrmcd^ 
that the whole French loss, in killed, Wi»oded» 
aid prisoners^ did not exce^ three thmmMl; c^nd 
that the loss of the English amounterfi %> nearly 
double that number, inord Wellingtoo it'iilsdt 
respectiifg the tdtal amount of his ftf soi w ts fHaA 
this certainly is rather un^mmon in tlMMmlMti^e 
of a battle by a conquerbt, whenever he is able lb 
give a tatitfaetory account On fo teporiant a sub* 
j0ft. Tkie tick, that could not be removed from 
the hospitals of Vittdria^ must have increased tfa^ 
number of French priMoert to about three thou^ 
sand ; and it is from this oir^umstance, that the 
total loss of the Freoeh, on tjhe twentyi4rst of 
J[une» has been stated at six thousand. No indi* 
vidual of note perished oil either side in the bat*- 
tie of Yittoria. Lord Wellington mentions the 
death cf a lieutenant*colonel, on whom his Lord*- 
ship wbiild dot have lavished the following high 
praises, if 4(^ citild have tipatowed them on any 
oSlmit of higher rank. He. expresses hifL regret in 
^niQouncing, that the HoMMrable Lieutenimt'-Co- 
lodel Cadogaii died of tii» wofeMls h« recejted ; 
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His Biajesty ImmI lost in him an offiear of 
greai- zMl ani tried ttilour, who bad ialready ao 
quired ihei'esf/ect and esteem of the troops ;' aNift 
from whooiy bad lie lived, his country might hw(fS 
expected the nMst. itapoFtaat services. Such gar- 
kurds, fattog over tiie Umh of a hero, highly endear 
a geMMl «a hi9 army and to the natiooii Buona-^ 
parte iMd nibst sueeessfuily followed lliis system ia 
bis fiMt» eampaigna of Italy. By» relinquishing it, 
to pnMe Merely his flatterers, he disgusted tiie 
Preachy tod his fall became the general object of 
tbelt liialies. This reprdech, however, doesnoa 
af^y to-liie j«st encDmiuma of Mirshal Besai^res, 
wh5 gterieilsly fell in the plains of Lutzei^r but 
it ia impossible to recollect, without a dtoile of 
|Hty, the tngi-ebmical scene impudently inserted 
in an oflScial bulletin, respecting the death of Qi«-. 
neral Duroc. History ought severely to eenaure 
the juggler, who, ilk hts wfkings, afiects a sublime 
morality, whilst all his actions ofibr a monstrous 
assemblage of perfidy and trueky. - Lord Welling*^ 
tort, too,' may be reproached for having spilt much 
blood unnecessarily : but he did it from inexpe^^ 
rience ; whilst Buonaparte would have caused a 
million of men to be slaughtered for a million 
pounds of sugar and coffee. The lattiSi has fre- 
indent ly been heard to say — *^ That lla coascrip* 
tion, or conHnenial produce, would, in the ind^KkP* 
der him absolute master of die i?o/amVi/ produce/' 
The allies oT'^ siPh frustrated, however, hk' 



ions, and hunUed tkmpm^ «iDqoer<Mrol 
jifeatak». Tbe.dtfeat 0I Vittorta forcti him to' 
wtoi MursM imlti^a^k*^ Spain. Bat the deci- 
•ifl^«^W0>yr imd* hwen sttiick. It was iike smd*^ 
iil9 a j^jwtfias wJken dM^atient is ps^mcw^vf^' 
¥^4ilM^d had re-M(:wde4 tbe throny of his ior» 
fatb«ft.|Mi tbet«irenty»#p(orJune. Qftttilii—I ' 
ty^MHI^ 4(e SfwiHgato invested 4ie iiiiii p i ig^ 

wtik|b,M)iifiHKl l« Fqwcc by the roadofAonce* 
valle&.^ Tile di!|Ktit#T Charlemagne to 778, in the 
'3Miliey«of this nam^9 Ns rendered it fslmoiisin 1^ 
tn^^ Tiie<:elebrated Orlando, his nephew, periibul 
ii^ il^ with agleat number of valiant knigljii^ tha^h»» 
rMSvOfspQiany.old romances. The Ic^^theaJigii 
had foUoived tks^ l|igh iped to Bayonoe, by TillMi^ 
.jQ^ieral Fojf^ wdbe was in this diiection, «illiiie#ps 
oC ^te^ thouwnd qpe, was ^f^Hmfm^nemt To« 
loiar and driwn from that town, vnbic^ wat carried 
by «t4)||Nu On the.fiint of iluly, GeinNul Qmbom 
es)RB4;^li6h«d,bis Iroopg oji the ancient boua^Wes of' 
Spaiii and FriAc% The centre of the:i4)ii^s ma- 
ncBiivrid against G^eral GIpusel, wh%being un« 
aq^uaieted *ii^ Jopeph'a iitareat, bad dared to 
show^^iowelfatyiltofia (;he4^y after thebatt)%witl^ 
abotit twa^y tfaomand men. . JKad Lord Welliog- 
toirbem bss aircumsptot^tbis corps ^instibawiiiea 
inevitaUy destroyed. In hie repoit, dated Ostiz, the 
tbird of. July^ bis LordiAip states that Clauael 
wM still s^t itogrono on the twenty •fifth of June; 
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snd that ke MWhed Tudelt only on the tw«Mf« 
tteventh, in the evening, iix dsrfi after the battle^ 
The English commander ^irould hmn laquiied onlf 
four days to take a position, wilh thirty tboumnd 
€lboice tti&opBj at Yilla-Fmica on tb« Arragon. He 
ttiight have Mciipied Alfaro with a niimerMS ad« 
VMeid guard, to defend the bridge on ^e Ebfo, 
and aet on either shore of that rhrer, aecMdlvg to 
Cfcwsera movements* This iMQceirvre irould 
bave obliged the French to lay down their arms, 
as their retreat to Sarragossa would have been cut 
oir by superior* numbers. General Claus^rs abt^ 
Illy, and the ardour of his troops, contributed as 
mych aa Lord Wellington's tardmesa to e^rtricale 
them froai llheif perilous situatioiK They safely 
reached Sarragossa, whence they marched to Jadca 
and OleroD, without being once engaged on their 
return toFianee. One of Oeneral Clansers divi- 
aiona was still af Jacca on the fourteenth of July. 
GeMial Paris, who eommanded this diviafM, lost 
DO tittle in joining bis cordis, which fi>rmed the left 
of the French army, leaving a 'garrison of right 
hundred men in the ibrt of Jlscca; 

The castle of Paneorbo had surrendered by ea- 
pitutttion to Count d^AWsbaU on the^tat of July. 
Though the garrison amounted eniy to seven bun- 
<)red men^ they obstrueted the communictftiori be- 
tween Yittoria and Hurgos. The occupation bf 
this post was as gratiQring to Lord Wellington a« 
honourable to Count d'Abisbal. But his Lord- 



^« » ' ""'VJIfP 



ship's satisfiiBtTon was toOfitbled by unfavourable 
aecouQie (tf ilie expedition in Catalonia. The 
opening of Sir John Murray's o^rati^ns againsi 
Ifaifabal SucIhM had been m^er aplendid. On the 
lliirteenlli of AfMril, (he FffMfch attacked tbe aH>e9 
kn tbetr ine poiition at CastaDa. They wti^ aware 
llMit tbi^ had to enoounter troops more inured t9 
war than the. Spaniards. The English infantry 
bsfd tbeir bayonet* with the intrepid coolness of 
iM warriors. All the charges of the Freneb ca* 
^Iry pfoviKi In^R^ctuaL The English geii»al« 
wVshing to ioafirove his firit auccesa, was going t(^ 
Itct Oft the dfcttsive $ but Sucbet, sensible that hia 
•rol>ps, already tttigaed with 6ghting,. woubS be 
bverthvown at! the first onsets did not want to rial 
ft second cenflieC, and withdrew t0 Biar in the 
gfeateat older. During tlm night, he continued 
Ms retreat to Villena, and the allies rtsumed their 
potitiott at Cwtalla. This adi^Mtage, gained oyer 
an army that fancied itaelf invifM)ftlf , gave rise to 
the most flaWering hopes. The cogqueror of Tara- ^ 
gona^ of Saguntum, and oC ValOitia, was for the 
iirst time flying bel^ tbe aTHes. The English 
government had loi^( hmm told that su«b would 
be the case, whenever a reserve of experienced 
English troops shouW be itnt to suM>ort the ef- 
forts of tha brave Spanlirdt. But troops, to ren- 
der Ike servitea eaipe«tod from them, must be well 
conducted. The victory of the thirteenth was due 
to the intrepiiily of the soldiers^ Tbe inferiority 
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of Sir John Murray's tilMlts was sodH tnamfeslfefl, 
not by any reverses, but by his iniibility4i» orga- 
nize victory in die east of Spain. 

The cabinet of London^ more fofttraate in u^U 
jogadviient, than generous ft retmrdingtimraer' 
vices, Imd been provided with a piM for Ae cnnflh- 
))aigri of the peninsula, which recAnmendted tiMit 
Ibe French should be attacked on their two liftM 
of operations, drawing as near m possiMe to Ike 
extremities of both lines towafds Franet. . Whikt 
Lor<f' Wellington, tlierefol'e, was tfcre<ileQinp Bay* 
onne. Sir John Murray was to imJteidflBBonstraiioM 
on the Lower Ebiol It was in emmeqiieme of 
iheM arrangements, that t weitty , tlboOinnd tton 
Irere embarked at Alkant. Theju^eitwm^M 
*arb6uron'tkMilhirty-first of May, ai^d onme in 
sight G^ Tarragona on the second of -Jooe. Tim 
celerity of this passage difconoerted tile dofenam 
plans of tile Freftoh. * Two divisions Ml Yaloatia 
to oppose th^ English expedition. !;Qla the tooth, 
Marshal Suchet himself was at Tortoia. Sir John 
Murray had not losto aoaMfnt in lading bis trqopn, 
and lovesting Tarragona, fi^iilg little skilled in 
fortification^ he was altfmodby the intrenchments, 
which surit)unded the place. Had b^ . attacked 
them on tho verydayof his landing, he would have 
obtained possanion ol lliem wflk iMoniideiril>ie 
loss ; the garrison would {mt« lOtiied to Ifae kjippt 
town, and would have thoM|^ . tlmiliif Ives ex- 
tremely weU used oA l^ing filiajtei^ the usin^ 
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term6. Sir John Murray is highly blameable for 
not having attacked Tarragona instaetly^ but he 
<pHai«Iy is excusable for not having awaited a 
seriou« engagement with Marshal Suchet. The 
assertion ntay itideed be firoved. / ^ 

The surrender of Fort Balaguer, on ^seventh, 
deprived the Prench of the only road, by which 
any artillery could r^ch Tarragona, jirjth the^||roops 
coming froi9 Yalentia. It. was Suchet's interest 
to. make his arrival know» to the garrisop^ who de- 
fended themselves with the greatest bravery. On 
tbe twelfth, he lighted several fires on the moun- 
lains, which could be seen at Tarragona. The 
flower of the army of Catalonia, under the orders 
of General Maurice Mathieu, aliiip arrived on the 
same day at Arbos, a village ahiyfut a d^s march 
from Tarragona, By an able direction Qjktjfeir joint 
movettealRi MiEtrstii^i^uchet would haite been en* ^ 
abled to att^fk the besieging army with twenl;y,-two 
thousand men; whilst SiF JohnMurray had only 
fifteen to appose, two-thirds of which w<^^ Spa^- 
ards* There were but five tb^psand Ei^Iish, 
If Sir Johfiipould have pre ventffi Suchet^s junction 
with Maurice Mmthieu, ^nd^pould K||^e ^yi^n. 
them separately, he is tp^ be blanm^lpr^ot b||^g 
made the attempt. But the instant, the jupjc;^^ 
of the French general was effected, nothifg short 
of a prompt retreat could save the.allies from tgtal 
destruction. The vi;bol#,|^|||P^ however, had been 
jmangled in its ejcecujjgn, A corps of twenty;five 



did HfSTOftV Of THE WIK 

thousand English troops of the line should have 
been landeil et Barcelona : that^place shoiAdhave 
been invested, and its blockade entrusted l» fite 
brave Catalonians : the English, after defeafitig^ the 
French, allould have caused them to be pursued 
by the m^/u^Uis into the defiles of the Pyrenees^ 
up to the ramparts of Perpignan, and shourd then 
have «iarched-4o the Ebro to meet SuObet. ' Had 
this plan been punctually performed, Che Duke of 
Alhufera would probabljF have been reduced t^ 
superintend in person the agricultural labours of 
his new vassals. 

The author was in London when the account of 
S$fr John Murray's retreat arrived. He loudly ap« 
proved of it, and sllawed that Sir John had not the' 
means necessary to accomplish his intended objects 
But the Bi^lish public was of a different opinion^ 
on account of the artillery ii»tf stores Ml behind. 
They could not forgive Sir John's returaiag to the 
French that ordnance, which it had cost m much 
Uood to obtain on the memorable occasiqA of storms 
ing Badajoz* Siventeen pieces of caiiMon are no 
doubt to be regretted : but if their pidservation 
was to h vie cost the lots of a battle, the general 
coqM hot hesitate. The honour of the army was 
in lo Inspect committed either by the retreat, or by 
A loss of artillery, imperiously commanded by cir- 
cumstances. A defeat w6uld have proved a seri-« 
ous misfortune ; and t€ ^km unavailable deitruction 
of a great number of brave oieo, must in all proba« 
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ililfty have beeii a$}(^d the loipirof tbAt very stetttie 
trtilleiry, or at.leMt of li^ field-ffwes uised ift tiitt 
line. Sir John Murray is to A)f hkmed for toq 
muebcirciioifpection iu^ bkf ftit#{>erationd agaiott 
Tarragoniii and for neglecting, to pris^eot the june^ 
tion of theainiies of Valentiainri Catalonia^ With 
tnore foresight and activity, he might have re«*em- 
^rked his h^sivy funs atod other ammunition : but 
he must be fk^^ed for haLvit^ bad sufficient Urm*^ 
ifiis of clMuracter and true patriotism' to prefer th# 
s^iM^r of his army, and the national honour, to bii 
^W^ glory« It must have been painful, indeed^ 
to rofteq^bs^k without fighting. If this geaeral ha» 
itari the misfortune of being abused by some writtrs 
in the pay of closet conuateders, he- OMiy comfort 
himself with the assur^MCj^that men of judgQ|<eNit 
and experience sincerely pitied him for haviiiy 
beeji exposed* to retr<^rade, in a career. where ho 
had the most brilliant labels to gather, had tl» 
means been adequate to the importance of the task 
with which he was entrusted. 

Marshal Suchet was amply revenged for bis defeat 
HI Castalla. He manauvred with great ability. He 
momentaiily paralysed an extensive plan, the precise 
and complete executioa of which would haye placed 
him in a most critical situation. Whilst he directed 
the military ofierations in Catalonja, Genftal Ha* 
rispe wai fifhtingon theXucar. .On the thirteenth. 
General £iio attacked Geaafal Habart's division, 
near Caacagente. The conflict was sharp. . The 
Spaokurdi^ lost fifteen Irandred men, sevea huadiei 
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of whom ^ere tdlin prisoneri. This success of 
itmBfeuch daflipd themrdotir of the allies, and 
pfx>bably iodiMed Lord Bentinck, who had su« 
feneded Sir JoIni Mbrray^ to return with his ex- 
peditfoQ to in foMier position. Satisfied with 
bav inreHeved T«f«gona, Marshal Smfcet set out 
in great haste for Valentia, to oppose the attempts 
which the aUies might msike i^intft the coast, oit 
those points that had bten stripfied of troops to 
earry off the Freneh stores. His army enteMi 
Valantia on the twenty-fourth. Lord Bentindt, 
haring been delayed by contrary wimts, SuclMt 
^•termined to avail himself of the non*aMrival of 
tlm expedition, to defeat the allies, who remaifltd 
on tbe Xucar. But they were apprised of his in« 
tilitions by their spiea, $mi returned to their in<> 
iPMched camp at Castalla* A rear guard, which 
had beeq left at the Col de la Olleria, was attack- 
ed at the point of the lliyooet, and the troops were 
all killed, taken, or dispersed^ The expedition 
sailed back to Alicant on the twenty*fourth. The 
troops were immediately landed, and took posi* 
tions in the neighbourhood of Xixona to act as4l 
reserve to the caihp at Castalla.^ This neasure of 
Lord Bentinck manifests hm sagaci^. 

It was before he sailed from Alicant, on the 
tbirty^irst of May, that . Sir John Murray^ his 
Lordship's predecessor, mifht have shewikhimself 
worthy of his situatiqs, by refusing tbe command 
in chief of the expedition, until he riieuld hem 
heee furnisliied with tfa^ requisite meene' of coe-^ 
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llfMrtiiit it to a ImPf i*sue. The number of 
ItaKh ANOpi ift 4iit Ipairt of fiftJni wm Mt pro^ 
Mmairtieri : th6 MMsariw «f ^ itttw Mlit hanfe 
fWin «eG»Mt« itfoofeilion m Ibit snbjiMls wi 
iir John llirrray, m ^otninander^iii-cbief, fiillll 
to hme kaawn, «« Ae llMftgr-fiii» of fifa|r, mkut 
MMbor ci troopi be n^btre to «gOge (MHAo 
KirolMi of Jone Mioirkiiii. 

Eref linoo tbe beginning of July» General0ra^ 
baflu h^d beea besieging Saint Sebastian : on the 
prrsntMOth, he togk pomession of the iwiifnt of 
§9mt Bartfiolooaenr. The occu^ion of dlis post. 
WHibIod.hini to establish batteries agsinit the ran^ 
IMM"! of 4ie place, and these were so well served, 
timt Ae bresi^ was judged practicable. Ob the 
Swwty-iMOooil, so English oflicer was sent to sura* 
mask tb^ gi^vomoT to surrender, but he was not 
odhiiittedl. Ob the twenty-fifth, the besiegers mado 

# faaofsl stlwk on three foints, at the time when 
Ifcii eWmg tide^Ieft the foot of the rana^^t dry. 
The French expected this attack ; and for tbo pur- 
ipose of turning it to advantage, they had constructed 
Inner intrenchmoots behiad the breaches. Nev^r 
Itod l^e Et^sh iiiipltlf^i so much intrepidity; 
their zeal desiarved a better fate : tbey were kilM 
sit tlm i||iitket'$ end. Major Frazer perishi^of tbo 
breaebt Willi the flower of the Scotch grena^i^* 
7*bss issaaH oost s^e allies two thoimiyMi man Aor^ 

# «iiifcil« Tk» i^rench lost only filtty. On the 
^nqMfliiliilt. they made a sortie, «id th^r jo/ 
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I 

Was at its utmost height, whw' thej «Mr AatMM 
allies iMid 4imcmti%neA tlie ^imlMteit #MI# aki^ 
•eoeM Sajr emmmtm Hie kiw wl»eh 1m MHtM 
Ate atttet in «lii eottf tcf, <vMi tfie)»%Mr g«iai#,^ 
IvnIm humlmd men. L»i#i WeHiiigtoo, sadlig 
MmRelf ifttacfcacMf Mifillial 9iirik, Miie iiif ai iga< 
ftMHits td •oMeatratiMiia troapa oa thr §im*^ Wti^ 
ther he foresaw that the Areiieb utoiM^dHlMt 4MI 
effoili. To '^supply Pampeluoa appdindh Mnr Jlkb« 
ject iof Marshal Soult's movementa ; tie fiiglUi 
c<HDmttidar, thdn^fore, ritanoMvAd to oppfi^ Hi 
On the twentjr^Mh he ordered Geaeril Graiaml 
ta suspend the iiege of Saint Sebastian, aUd atalioB 
himself near Rentefia. By this arrangMaeat, Ger 
neraf Graham fbrmed the reserire Ht ^dNlk^d^ 
posted on the Lower Bidassoa, wMlR a -toi^ €l 
obsenration kept the garrison ^f Sitet flblMAiilk Wl 
check. '• i . • 4 

General Cole fought (he whole day of'tiietwenlf 
fifth, wHb the French advanced guaM at RonMi 
ralles ; at night he retreated to the neighbourhood 
of Zubiry. On the same day^ General Hill was nU 
tacked in the Puerta de Maya» at the entrance df 
the valley of Bkstan. The spirit nf -the FreniA 
<nrercame every obstacle* and the allies were dveri 
thrown. The arrival of General Barnes covered 
the retreat to Iturita. The eighty-second vegi* 
ment made several charges with tiie bayonet, iiftd^ 
the direction of General Stewart, wlio was wtitfiii 
•d. Lord Wellington arrived only on IheliMft^i 




jjU^H^ ,fr ^tDg tot?. Qiuch'^aiposed, ap4 had par 
jl^fiiH^ to .cfver tbe bloi^|p«|^ of' PMiip4i)urMi« 
Isli^, rigbt rested at. Hoard^y Md. bis krft ^at flitk 
Uidi|4fO|i .tb# bcugb^ |»e«r Yillada. Sir $t«|ietoii 
(i:il||BR|*«if^vaJcy jlr^i.€|i. the rigbt ntfi^r Haarte, aa4 
(W» J^Qlib divi$ii)iis Iwn^ tJair merve. M«rr 
iM 99iiiH ^mo\^d llw position idnost at the vefj' 
UnmMt tiMit L<¥k1 Wellington arrivjed ; but. wa> 
repu^lKd OS the whole Urns ^jexcept the left. £b| 
Ipok the viUige.ol SeraiireD, ob the road from 
Qlil^s.to.PMapflgpMi, aid all extrtkiM to dffiVe th« 
Fjjftnch Icom it prpvetduQavailivg. Soult remained 
lialter of tJfiat part of the field, and the two armiea 
PMsed tiMi uight CNa tbe ground iipoa which tb4||| 
bad fought^ 

. Lord We)i«o|^oiif beiag convinced that battle 
«ire«g|pijed hy ^eW(miWftkon and numbers, lost no 
tima i^reinforciiif bknself ^th all hia disposeable 
troops. On the Moming of the twenty-df htt^.he 
liras joined by g. corps of infantry, which he sta- 
^oiKid on the heigh^.near Syraum^ This move* 
meat f aib'e sdve iipiisiness t^ the FmpcJi, wbo 
marcbed • large bwiy of infantry out of ihft.'^ilage: 
but ti^ey w^re 4PH| for^ to retreat with ^reat loss* 
'Segefm thi^ r4Rprse, tbfn attacked tlM^ «rbob linQ 
httifew Villi^M «q0 Huirte, and succeeded in 
||iiii.|IH it 9i>. tw# {K]MM^ * butfeheir successes wert 
«#]MiMMMtaiy^ Tit English generals, Camp-» 
UU MUl #O0a» bavia§ beea Teinforceii^ resumed 
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tfieir respeetive positions : flhe rest of the day wsi 
employed in cannonsdhig. Okneral HiUf Ibougk 
brtsWy attacked, kept his position o^^ LeMssi^ 
during the twenty-eightfa* Lord Wellington, hav^ 
ing oddeied this coImmi to Ml back, and enter into 
the line with the treops neavVMnpehina, tile Franei 
followed tWi fSovement. When thi^ raK^ed 
dstiz, they attillpted to turn Gmend Hill's Mk 
Lord* Wellington availed himsetf of tiM too t%* 
tei^fed nnncBune, and assumed the offensive. 

On the thirtieth, the French were attacked on 
the whole of their line. A lofty mountain, agatmt 
which their right was resting, was carried at the 
point of the bayonet, by General the Earl of tkiU 
l^usie. General Packenham tmk Soraulin. OM 
only ciy was heard along the whole line of the 
allies :— -'< Let us preserve, unsuDied, die laurels 
won at Salamanca and Vittoria !^ Marshal Soult, 
astonished at such nn obstinate resistance, was 
foiwd t# yield to imperious necessity. 

He ordered the retreat, mortrfied at not Imvinjl 
been able to tfafow itttG Parapelnna the convoys 
escorted hf his anhy. It was a bold enterprize, 
and pmimhly would have been successftil, had the 
French generals displayed greaAr activity. iTbey 
ought to kave attacked the post of Altabisea, get^ 
Ronaevales, on the twinty-fiMi) mA to ha#i$ j^ufw 
sued the enemy closely, wilboul giving b|#lilito 
to recollect himself. Marslvl Soult uAial4ft#lb 
fiensofed Mr not having composed his^Htoiiiil^ 
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US to enable it to arrivt under tlie ramparts of 
Pampeluna, without being exposed. Ihe corps 
of General Reilk, and that of emit d'£rlon, 
ought to ha^e amused Oeoeral Hill, and »a^ 
noeuvred to join Marshal Soult's miin body, cut- 
ting off Arom the aUM zriny the fifteen thousand 
troops whifh defended Roncevales; particularly^ 
as Geneitl Cole, under wlK)se command they wefe^ 
committed the imprudeneie of fighting ai Ihat posi- 
tion, though he had superior numbeiB before U01/ 
It is evidMt that tbttse wmptfirouM have been Imik 
if, instead of obstinacy persisting in caifyingth^ 
Col de Maya, Count d'Erlon had marched on his 
left to Erro, by the Aldrides and Hieipele. The 
national guards, and the mounrtain ckMsseurs^ whose 
ardour is so highly extolM by Marshal Soult, 
might have b&m sent to cover this movement, aqd 
to deceive the enemy. This opdHHtion was wor- 
thy of Marshal Soult's great renown ; he would 
have avenged the defedt of Vittoria: hsi would 
have maintained in the opinion of the public that 
sui^iiority oyer Lord Wellington, which he had 
acquired by bis victories in the north and south of 
Europe ; and thKi theatre of war wooW have been 
fixed on the banks «f the Ebro, Mtr^al Suchet 
had evacuated the kingdom if Yilwtia, to draw 
nearer his magaiines on that fiver. The loss of 
f^ ih$ JmUh of the PyrMm^^ however, hastened 
the surrender of Pamfiiiinft* atil drove the French 
back to their territory^ Spain became £ree, ex- 
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ceptiog Catitloaia, and toye strong pl««f0i ip which 
Sucbet haii placed garriaons^ 
. As the jSmAfh fpv^mment did not publish tha^ 
rapprta of tbe hat;tlea of the tweqty-eightb and thir« 
tietb of July^iJliIaAhal Soult's loss can beatate4 
pnly by surmuie^ Lord W^ngtoi> ratei^ it at fif* 
teen thousand men iors de fotfibai, .anid that of the 
allies at six thousand. . The circuinstaoces, ii% 
which tiff .two armies foMod themaeli^s acting aU 
tqpately on the offensive and defensive^ induce 
^.btlief that tbi« Uoody ^ooiict was equally fa<^ 
tal to bothi Bfxd that each loat about eight thousand, 
filled, wounded, or prisooen. It is also but an 
actof juitica to observe, that the generals and soU 
diers pf both alli^i^B covered themselves -with glory < 
If Marshal Soult's star was for^a mqoient eclipsed 
\y that of iHMrd WeUington, it was ei^ted by pro-« 
^igies of actiiM^, qpuiUge, and devotion. The 
French commander had fortned a plan worthy of 
his great talepta, and would have execute it, bad 
It not -been for the double disadvantage of com*? 
inandiqg an army» recently besiten, against suiditfa 
fendered invincible through their Jate triumphs^ 
The heightiof Maya» of Ronpeiwlit^ andof Sorau* 
reo, prove -thKt the valour o^ iroops is subordinate 
(0. %\ie ability of thfir general. Marshal Soult* 
though defeated, deaervea high praiae for th^ tegu^ 
Jaf)ty of his marches, ^ precision of his ttttpeks, 
fifkd^ above alU for IMa ab|» natreat. Aa Mrly as the 
tMi^ A ty. eighths he hi^d sent hapk to f ranee the eaa^ 
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apo #tid baggie, wfaiob Might hake «»miiiAere(| 
4he jfftds. This forfuiight fs a strere i^fleetkHi 
upon $be los» of artillery, exfNirieqcad by Afarsbul 
luurdan ob tbe twenty-first <^ Jute. . 

An additional vmbrtwtm incteasedt Musbii 
Soult's regret. Ever since the beginnJII^df Auii 
gust, the «!«§ e of St. S^bastijip bad bi||i«e$iii|iedf 
find carried oil with renovated vigAMI^ Oo the 
twenty-^sixth^ the post of Santa Qbtm wa$ ear» 
ried by the allies. The breach bavi^i; been iicv 
(fHm>kdg€(i practicibtei the assault wa« imde on 
Itie thirty-first* at el<i^ven o'clock til li* iltimtli[i 
General Graham, who is as ioi/al mlhkkkptn^ at 
brave with his sword, says in his report, that w|iat^ 
ever the naost determined bmv^qy could attei»pl^ 
was repeatedly done, by the troops which advaoti^ 
ed from the. trencli^s; but that every « effort W4| 
fruitless,, and that no oqe, who tried to make hit 
way upon the breaife, survived ; that in this aU 
inost desperate state ef the attack* he Has bok| 
edough to order tk$ guns to be pointed agaimt the 
aurtain; that a very brisk artillery fire was directed 
only a few feet above our soldiers ; that seeii^g ike 
a4mirabU effe(4 of the^ring of the batteries upon the 
curtain J he ordered the troops to make a grand (tf^ 
fort, aniliiptab^h tbjemseliif» on the breach^ wi|ile 
INMlttthpt was madt^o scale the horn-work; tlMt 
it fell to the lot of tine l^iond half brigade c^ the 
ftftii division, eprnmandtfljl^y QMoi^ei the HoMNl^r* 
lible Clhartea <Gkevilie» to)e«ye the trenches fet this 
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purpoM ; mnd tltot tb^ tWid battalion of the Royfll 
Sooteby under liieutenanUColoael Barnes, s(ippoi# 
•d by the eighty-eigUh regiment, under Lieutenant^ 
Colonel Miles, fMrtunately arrived so as to ascendl 
the breach of the curtiiit atMOst at the instant that 
an ezplsrtPO 4n the rampart of the curtain, occasion* 
ed by the Areof the English artillery, cvetted some 
confvsioo iivong the enemy ; that die narrow pass 
was canMind kept, and a lodgment thus obtain* 
ed| after a ilorm, which had lasted two hours ; that 
to stop the impetuosity of the troops was impossi* 
ble,M4 tiMt within an hour at utmost, the enemy 
was driren from all the complicated defensive 
.««)¥orks, which he had constructed in the Greets ; 
that the enemy idffered severely in his retreat to 
the castle, and left the whole town in the power of 
#ie English. This extract from General Graham's 
report to Lord Wdlington re sufficient to give an 
idea both of the bravery of Anglish soldiers^ and 
the ine3i|^rience of their enftaeers. 

After Lord Wellington bad eaused two assaults 
to be made in the month of June, 1811, to carry 
Badajoz, the author published very circumstantial 
remarks on the faults committed'by the ctnductors 
of the siege. All the English periodical publica- 
tioos, except the Ttmegf inveighed a|piinst those ob- 
servations; andyet, in the following year, Isadipd: 
was taken by a strict cMrfonnlty with the author ei 
prrndphe. CoIomI Fle|flier of the engineers wtt 
an excellent officer, as braver as well infbcmed ; be 
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wanted cHilyeiipcriettM in llie conduct of si siege. 
He perilled at a bero 4ki the breach ; hot it was 
IKs oirii liislt. fTad he fblfowed the rules of thi 
art» and crowaefl the covered way, made tiK de-t 
aeent ami passage of the ditcil, reiiii^red tile breach 
pAetfcable, and eatabHilMd a lodgment oar fH 
bredeb, he woiiM, p^daps* have been stiN alllM| 
iM alijoyiiig a less sanguinary species of renowgi 
The stMBiiaf 6f St. St^Mielian cost three thou9«ad 
men, beeanse H was performed, or rather prepared, 
m Mit Tarkisk manner. 'The operation, if well di« 
reetod, ought not to have cost above one thousanll 
kut^ide tombat. The consideration, besides, ought 
t5 haf% had some weight, that the garrsMMi had • 
sail retrei^ lo the eaatle, and that the possessimi 
Df some ruined tnanaions did not deserve the aaiifi* 
tee of a l«t Busaber of intrepid eoidiers. That 
so liberal an idea should have escaped General 
Graham's generous mind, la astonishing. Indeed, 
when die Ibwn was taken, the English sMre 
obliged to liMteg#the castle, the position of #INcli 
induced them to Uockade, and bombard it. 

Marshil Soull honours conrage. He ardeitljr 
wfblred to relieve the garrison of St. SebasdMi; 
whose €rt#dBfence oonmanded general admirallDn. 
On thfeirerf day when tire assault wmmtAt^ km 
crossed the Bidassoa with the greatest part of his 
troops^ and made an impetuous attack upon the 
Spanmrds^ stationed on the heights of San- MerciaK 
f^ord Wellington states that the Spanish troops 
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fepolie^ theFren^, and tl^l M ltf^,M^ M^.IHb 
piove the English j#nifipi|^ ^kkcif^fifnieA reipicveii 
fD t||e flanks of Iht Spa ii ^ e i tj Swrnfal ps^mk 
tVS^gfments oceurrtd on the ^of^fc^ the ftfi(o ar^ 
mies. T)i? I^^IbUiiK cvmm^a^r was o|;^Uged Uk 
)ifivf th« iieights, l)e|KMgD L«»qii|pd tfa» B*d«k 
fMU He retreated to. thqao whUb i«a l|efpi^ th^ 
^IpoiPf^t pf S«i-AiMqniO| whMi ba mj^piwnr^ h|4|a 
ailltL Marshal Sou It mnii: iMPe ^ ipilj|.|||6ii«BK 
tioQ %\mt lb§ town of St SMwliw iraii ««keii. He 
Kill wished to try tbe fa|e of arms ; hut a no^btjjj;, 
tban^e had taken place in a very short apac^ oS 
Ifunew A year before, the Spa^iafds wer^ t^^%Wf^ 
lliariea of Soult in Andalusia ; th^ ea c or ip) 1\^ 
fonvoys; and even «io\ftnUHA hit guwd* liipff 
pait nuat have been his astfNMabiHentt wbe« Ins 
sayr hist^ocfis |«|^ulsed by thei v^ry^quifi, to who(» 
they had hitjierto denied the i^piMHation. of sol* 
4iei!ii ! He must bt^e inferred that fi^rtune vas for-e 
aglpig Buonaparte's arQia»and |hat a apaaM%^ peace 
waf jbe only way to preserve the «af| wrecks of 
that colossal powQ[, which- in Auf V4t^ Ift |%^larra^ 
ed Europoj from Cadiz to Nai#% imd fr^An Lon- 
(|p to Moscow* The Frenab repiuOfd ^ir poain 
tfpna upon ^f BidaaaM^oa tba fir^ 9f Sa^embec, 
\mim tk^^mtle of St^^baatian to thf «i»r<^y of 
the allies. « • 

Genairal Rey proposed an armistice of^aiortiiigiit,, 
firomiiuingi that unleaa he obtain^ aom<^ succout 
within this timet he would at the espimti^nof it 
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Mr render to General' Graham, on condition that he 
should return to France with the garrison. Hit 
proposal 'was wjittedf. A numerous artillery pky- 
ed upon the catitle from -Che sea and land-side, tod 
Caused* iflfiich Ifijury to #i« besieged. The go- 
^rficir, at length, lioisted the white flag> and sent 
#n officer to obtaM a capttulatioti. The g^risott^ 
amouirting to seventeen hundred men, were sent 
%o Sttglttfifd as prisoners of war. Although these 
braTtMnieii 'h^d earned the Mies a loss amounting 
tor fWiee fR^if own num^r^-they were most kindty 
treated by ihe' Engtlsh, wlio are always r^fady tn 
lK>ifeiir ratout unA^rtlfe merits 

lJot4 WeltiDgten, it has been lAserved, carried 
iHs gratitude to htt colleagues loo far ; but the de^ 
licacy, wMi wfai€!h4le commended the rivals of the 
ilkndibree, deserves'the greatest praise, «lbr in £ng* 
Ivrid, 'whatever belongs to the navy enjoys a decid- 
ed piefereAce diretr tike army, ia speaking of the 
officers of the^ fiyal navy, wboiN^ co«(^rafti<Mi was 
so active, and sd effectuat during the siege of St. 
fibbastian, his Lordship^ in his letter to the 'Earl of 
Sathurst, dated Lezaca, the second of Septem. 
ivet, 18 IS, says thet he entii^Iy concurs with 
tteneral Graham's report c#iMMning the coldial 
assistance which he received from Cafitain Sir 
Crtorge CoHief, and the officers, iftffors, and ma- 
rines, under his oriefs ; that they did every thing 
In their power lofhiiMlate and insure enoress; that 
IMs ilhilors^ i^^^^WM^ ^tttm in the batteries; and 
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that oir entf occasioo tiley displaj«i lilt «nerg]r| 
which characterises lk0 British wy. 

Jluonapartei \mt§ alarmed resptctiiig Spain, an 
Marshal Sosit had Mt faeen sQoeesifiil ifftiftst the- 
allies^ deinaiiied of the S^atem kvf V thirty tlwftr 
sand weo, to be taken fiom ^ last c(^M«ri|iti4ip 
M Ike departiMBls aiyacent is t|» Pyfweea, 
** This force,'' said Count RegMult de Saiftt-Jean* 
d'Angely, «^ wili be mficimi to arsest that omsff of 
^rictory, of vUch the enensy has boasted Itf Mmn ; 
to assume against hias the attit<ide wkich kt0tt 
^ranoe ; to await a»djif^tpare4k$ tnomtemt whenfiiig- 
lead shall no longer dispoae of the treasnafs ff 
Mexico, which she molsAtff ffCMB SfMiJn,.aad with 
irhich %he feeds her comok^ce in both Indbs, pKt 
lo«fs her mwMpalg in Europe* suf^rls at. homf 
her exkamtjed credit, pensions thoae sh§ has kiMk 
and pays her faiml subsidies to thfeahiftet, which 
Ae tnulmdeJ^ The orators, who aeflMt a million of 
men to the Freitch aipies at the hfjl^ttiog of the 
war of llie seialution, did not uw W€b itdieulous 
cant, aueh a true lamentation of Jefemiafa/ The 
conscripts, y$\m succeeded in eseiq)ing, laughed n^ 
the decree. A few were sdrrasted by the Geit^Uifrntk 
tie ; they were tslm partly to Soult's and partly l# 
Suchet'f army. Marshal Suchel, iinde his depaar 
ture fr#m Valmtia, bad not had eiyr serious ,w 
gagement. Mn eonaiitted m great fauit i« kaviq§ 
ganrisonst whet^sver tb^rt sma a VNPparl wiith# 
ditch ; which iiflsas«» weth i M t A \m V^t ^ ^ 
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amount of ntore tbati twenty thousand men. A 
good general cares little for strong. places. A v\c% 
tory opens their gates at a much cheaper rate than 
the niost regular siege. Engineers are not of thia 
opinion, because it infringes upon both thak glory 
and their pijrse, but k is that of all enlightened 
officers ; and the French governuMit might an- 
nually spare immense sqms spent for no purpose^ 
as has been incontestibiy proveA by thi battle of 
Marengo in ISOO, and by the invasion of France 
in 1814. 

Lord Bentinck had fioliimed Marshal Suchet 
since his departure from Yalentia. As his Lord- 
ship did not place much confidence in the compo- 
sition of his troops, he did not wish to risk a battlei 
lie passed the Ebro on tlM twenty-first of July, 
between Tortosa and the sea. The flotilla, which 
followed the movements of the ]an4 ibrcesyfacili- 
taled that op^fttion. On the twelbty-irinth, the 
allies Hwested Tarragona, both on the kttd and 
sea*side. Tlie works of the siege were begun on 
the third of August. The garrison, baJHf too Mtmk 
to attempt any sorties, li#pt wp a heavy fire ^ 
artili^ and musketry. General Decaen. formed 
hit jiroction. ii4th Marshal Suchiprvn %^ four- 
teenth, in i the nliglrbourhooi 4tf Villa-^ilnnca.-^ 
They determined to march on the foU«ptl|§ d^ 
to pf% littttle to Lord BMtinck ; and^force him^.to 
raise the siege. On the fifteenth, the Figpch ad- 
vanced guard ■MNk^.^jJK'^^ P^**^/ in front of 
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NuUet, and put dietn to d«ht. Ibis skiMDish 
ippaieotly akraied IxH'd B^tinck ; and he availed 
bimself of the darkness of the night to retmat to 
Camhrila. His Lordship, though pemonMy^ 
■dost breve man, wasted firmness of mind. In vain 
4eM Lord Wellington appsnve his setreat. It is 
more justly eMatled to blame than that of Sir John 
Mnrrsj. In his report of the nineteenth of August^ 
Lord Bentfnck stites to the Maiquis Wellington^ 
that he heaid, on the tenths of Marshal Suchet 
having moved from Barcelona to Villa-Franca/ 
wkhJSve ikoMMand mem; and on the fourteenth, 
was ii^brmed by Baron d'Eroles and Colonel 
Man«s that, independent of the troops he had 
taken fiom different garrisons, he had been joined 
by General Decaen, with ux thotuand mm : that 
in eoQsequenoe of this information, bis Lordship 
w y sn A rf all the operations of the aiege of Tarra- 
gona, esMpt die fonoaation of fasciMs ; aadisadbd 
neither ordnance nor ammunition: thak.he.had 
htendsd to push as far as the Llobregat : that llar« 
flNi*SuchH% army was* at one time, divided be* 
tween Bareelona and Yitta-Franca: that m rapid 
movememt migkl have enabled his Lordshif^ to fall 
separaMiy wfcm its advanced guMi ; and oecu|^y 
the chnk i of raoimtains on his Ade of the Llobre* 
gaft, Wsra he could be joined by his troops from 
Barcelona ; but that his l^ordship icould not txe- 
cnte this movement without being joined by 
9aaffsfield ; and th^M^ fjiiily to this juaeti^n^. 
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MftTtfhal Suftdm bMl MoeeMMtod Im foiMI in 
YiUa-FKMKbfbiaiid the, neiglikouiiiMd ; timt Afe 
— nhrwi c^ Sucfaet's troop hmi been varioMiy 
«tated#l(/^Mi iwmty io twen^^fiite th^trndrnm; tiMft 
the en?frqo8 gf Tam^na aCbrded a pMitien mmf 
g^Mirf.ia itself ; but captibk tjfb^ng c&mpUieiy turned 
hjBueuem^ who, crosmgthe mountains, shonli 
a|ip|oach T«ragona liy Valla and Reuss ; ' that o4 
tbn^iiiteeiith, Marshal Sudbet moved M osmsideia^ 
^ c<Mpi af tfo^^ to Akafalla ; but the road beniK 
aloig 4i# beach, the gun-boirts prevented his ad^ 
vaB€e»2f such had been his intention ; thaton tbt 
Alteenth^ ha drpve bade the posts^ ivhich wmnf<m 
0B^cok 0f S^ia^CbriatiiMi and Llebira; and that 
ha afterwards/ore^ the <«orps, which waa At Bm* 
fin, to Tetreat; hia whole army Mlowing ly this 

aaaM^ ioadt &c» 

It is ^t fair to ask Lord Bentinclc the details 
af the ooatbat, whiah fcfced the corps that «tas at 
Bfafin to: retmat: for this corps, by its flight, 
placed at Sui;het's disposal those cakf or heights, 
which, had they been properly guardedi, and co(»» 
fljgeMply defended^ would have served to stop 
Ibi fVDf reai^ of the French arviy . The best poai«f 
lian may bn turned, if its flanks are not coverad bf 
natural advauitagel, tur by the combin at i# wa of art. 
How caft his Lordship state that Suchet had 
^eoltf. or twenty-five theuaand i^an* when, a few 
iineahaftK, be bad asintioned in the same report 
^t Jm had but eUmu. thousand ? Thirty thou^ 
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Mn4«llMs eohtiviMrtglMMid l^fs tt^tbre ah-itlinost 
dibilailed tovm, finlwAgd with t#« fk(^iMand 
mm i and, hi «plltCDfi^ir Superiority , <the^ retMMt 
IriUiuui fighting, 4eiar^ •'& amy ^ «K!V«n «t 
ipriTe tfaodMod. •Sir John Murray, tA >t1ke cbn- 
bwy, Whto IikI bat hktf Kf Lohl BeDtinci's 4i)rce, 
iHwId half* Ind to eoooutiter the tbmet df tife 
Ftetoch amies ofValcotia iD4l Cataloaitfi While* 
to giw joBt idea isf the exploits of «tie- Vtee/> 
Mf 'df •«icily, it \nU i>b >«4ffleient to iMrt», ^tliik 
Ho hiitij til bis expecKtioo, tMrleen meM VUir ik 

tl S«ehet, ^HrW' was afirard time 4he nSSek 
%ere Mft iv*eU aoquaiotod with bM 'teal- force, mid 
that Aef would advanM ^ give him battle near 
^arrfgb&a, ha0len9d to blow up the foitfficatiota8» 
which had not yet been destroyed, afad fell ba&i to 
tobelona. "He supplieditbe want df IM^ibters'by 
taiiMdv bddoefiB; mnA it it to^hie kitieftd'^^lerml- 
fiflitioD of his maiKeinrpesi that ikifd B4utnBA*k 
'pusillaninii^ mustbeativifaiited. Thus the unfold 
tttnate town ofTarragoM) after ha vmgbeietf oo^ilpretf 
by the French for the «p«iee o^two year»,^ Wia>WI 
a he^p of ruins. Bciieg^d, b^nibarde4, aiKl'tiMli 
ly •torm', it became the prey of the fl&nies ; 'tf»t 
whatevereacdped the first conflagration, 'disappter- 
ed through the explosion of the rnvnerand the 
powder magasines, wMoh Were blown Up, btfedui^ 
they could not be carrkd sway. Ta i ' m^ o n a is k 
amalltowa^ situiited on » taiN» dear ih«i0a»'4»^ 
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-fiiv^ 4#o iiv«rsrik| Jbifa undl llMiMtaMliitiilto 
im^tif h not gdbd, ^iilMJff %hokd*4| ht^4 w^Mi 

^068 tibe €xc<ied "tqa>tho iiiwd l*i>ottii ;»nihi|Hy In 
the \\tm of the ttomms, it wts •i1i« teirt.pMf4ed 
*fo^n of Spuifi. it g«ve its «|ftne to ^be 4ai^eftt 
parr ofthe pieninsiila, which was cMi^Miwpamia 
^'Tafrag&Miuk.' Augustus^ and Antonii»9 Pius^ 
protected TarragoM faly Ihe eUample oiMie Scij^oB, 
wlio, iti t^e PtiDic waurs, had^made ii^fbe pvin«ip41 
Strong h6ld agArMt the Carthaginians.' Like^ Alex- 
andria, it ha^' fallen from its alici^nt J jiiii i dloi?; 
%nd, in flPfnib of the ferff lity of its «Oft, and tkie 
♦hfeauty of its Mituatfon, TarragolM will not recover 
"from Its present hunMilell ^ate, on account of 4he 
vicinity •f Barcelona and Valentia : but tbe moSt 
remote po^^tjr^iHn praise the ndbte devotednese 
tif its inbi^ftalrtS during the «iege of 1812. *•'. 
After the destructioti of Tarragona as a Moag 
town, nothing remarkable occurred in Catalon^, 
except that Lord BetMhick's advanced guard w« 
wttfiMged by Marshal ^tfclket, dfl tbe^hirteentbof 
'SeptetAMr, in fhe pass of Ordal*' 'fftl Lorddup 
-felt llack ^o IVirragona ; and the freJIch, satisfied 
wfth having taught tlie allies a lesson of vigilaaeA, 
ft^trftieiftotlftdrpositions near Barcelona. What can 
"^ itfUntlM frbm'tHisaOh^tant superiority of Marshal 
€ttchtet'f 'TW armftft in Catalonia, being of the 
"^Ibfie do'm'posittofk aV AxDfte oh the Btdassoa, irtnsy 
W Hkm^^'^raM^a^.thtt^the iiMmoe tf 4be 
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liMlS at iM^h, did kimmif in^tioB^ md fvled for 

<Sif% m fti* itt«Mif«Mr» loiraids tkt Utter part c^ 

'Snptunbifc .He wts sueqceded by Genanil Clif^ 

toD, mbo BO effealpilltr ieofMidtd Loid W^ilifigtMp 

tat tke hMie of. Safeoaaiica. 9iit S|iphel« wbo» ww 

immedigtely acquainted with tbis chnngt^ ^ oot 

/i«^ to wdanger the H^Mwai acqui|red by bis 

ioNfter suqoraaes. He cent ia«ed o« tb# Liobr^gpt ; 

cndGeaeail Clintoii took a position io the neigb* 

:\motkmdct Tanagoua. His troops were superior 

t«r number t# tbose of Sucbet. He* (f>Q»» RipMl^ 

was afi^iid of fKposiog, as coniiiwiQder*ii^-:<^biO|^ 

the glory which ha had apiyiked u^def Lord Wai^ 

liagtoo. 

s His LoidaUf cc^ntinoed tos^ » glprloua aacM^ 
pie, by attacking the French, wheaaver th^ a^bi^: 
SmI Mm the least opportunity for doing so, with some 
.pf«s|)ect of success. The passage of tbe Bidassoa 
aras Sefiected by Gsaeral Gaakam on the seventh of 
October* Ha. flaaliWit|i.a aeiQr obstinate resiiHij^ofc 
pafdcuIsn^M tbe hermitage of tbafUu«(^l^tHated 
ion a very stesf roc)(. The French suc^eed^ in 
haaping this post the whole ni§bt of the sei^ent^, 
.but oa Che eighth, towards tei» p'ciock in tbe flOKXpr 
>i9fii it was carried by tb^^ iii4tiJMib in tba OMajt bqjj^ 
Jannt style. The French, over wbotpied by m^§ilBii^ 
weiaobltgtHi.to retreat.; an4 ^jr ba4 tha ti^iSir 
-^Mi^P ^mtm t^^ en?0)y lika ayoMtifijgl^V 
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tefri«Bf)rAfoid France. The piiiwgeof tke BiduM» 
)o9f the ellresoDe thousaftd mitt Aerv €2^ oiMiftMit 
and tlw Freoefa loet »eerly the 8ao» nimdMr* 
This sueceea of Lord WellkiglDa mwk agaio a eon^ 
sequence of the ^ity iltangenieiita, made by the 
French generala et Che battle 0f Vittoria, when 
they loet all their artillery. BM»prtuna surrendeied 
to the altiea on the thirteenth of October, after 
iMving been bleckiiaA fiwir riionHto mm! teii days. 
The garrison were taken firitonersef-war^ but they 
Irere treated with thtt greatest regnrd, because the 
«ivi} anebiiHitieg declatetl thnt ''the coMluet of dhe 
French to«rarda fhe Spatiarda had been confoonf^ 
Me to strict ditfipKM^ am* that the measures adopt* 
ed by the gcyrernor, dnilaf the scaieity, occasioned 
hjr the blockade, had been so excellent, that not 
ette iingte libabitant dhttd/' Araipehina is the 
Wmnfet^folu ef* the Bomans, ipd Ihe Pamfulm 
#f other Datibnsb It wu tounded by the gceat 
Pompey. Itatoadtifc iw tii eations are the work of 
the celahlttted VaiAM^ who; for4is virtues, talelgs, 
servieWy and miaferlMMs, well deserves to h«* 
l«adedd#wn toposteiity,s» equal in gloty wjtkf 
Ihe illfeietrrous conqueror of MidMMlates. 

Hie author coDbhtdef his amri|rsi04>f theprinoi* 
pal toploiHi 0ttht war in Spain and Portugal' with i 
die eaptui^ef Pail^waa, and wltteout mentioning 
«ImS7 mtlitlry o^eMtions tkAt took place oAHtheii 
French 4erriiery, ftronvthe passage of thaJTimllete ^ 
Ab iailhltxf Toulouse ; because heiintends so<a «kf 
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Tbe allies of tbe MMh peK- 
iiifhiiiniin afMliia 4fttfmit*v««^ that 
itlmMiplniHTOgty« woni< be a lta gcthcr tt> 
«miaasb the iayortMioa^ of their MHiaat aer. 
#eeB»aad lOhaflAthe mast ibtaiestiaK dcwriiptiM^, 
IrlM^ either aaeiatff or tta^cn liiitoiy 



Lbri IVUIiagtoo hiaanii «««y daifw, oteieaaiA 
evaly okMack, aad dia|ri»yad all the mc i w iBc a qf 
hi* gemiM* ttf iMiire 4he «i«l!iph. of the taMwi 
«nse of «M BoofboMt The allien of ^ nOrCh 
appeared afifaid of ertirtu upoH Iha tamfeiy of 
aaeitelFiaMeV ThtfjraWppeykfNithehaafaaeCtM 
BUoe. The Baglish c«MBtei4er gave tfaeift th% 
aignl flf batde, which, OB^et-Jiia g«idaQde»(«o»«i 
atendy provod.Ae 8ighal>of victo^ P r tH ittrtf 
hav^ia faia eainp a woitit 4«KiMidant of SaWI 
Looli, Hia Ro/al Hi^na» the D«heof A$goii% 
Ume, hatd Wellii^:tni».ca«Mi«ha.iAcl*ur.ilbat M 
qnght pieaaat tbia fkince tvtha MnaptonA^^ws ef 
tha kigral inhalMteMs -of BaaiBaaz, viboi reeaired^ 
ftWi tffe French enthasiasaiv the nepbaat 9i LmH 
k Dhtrit the hoahand of tbe.^gust daughlar «0t 
Louis XVi, • aad {MaaamtiTe heir .to tbe throne of 
Frantd< The allies ci the aorth^ ^McaiMraged by 
the socceMc^ of their firiends^ltie soutli, ercNwd 
the Mine, overthrew the arttiet (of BuonafArtfti tmSs 
emter^' Vsam, where they were leceived like libe-^' 
How gteMy mutt ^tbey bare i^^lMii ^ 



t>^ sig,ht of Hi^ R(^3fal ^igba^^fi ^Mfifimr^ brotbi^ 
to tbe King» and at tbe eptranc^ pf 4^« h P^^ 
into bU|;cH(d city! v i 

. Tbe re^tomtion ; of Ffr(|i|^^o(i;VIL al^ foimu; 
part of tbe glofy . appertain ijpf ^o tUe Englial|. 
Tbe noble blood x)f tbe Qourbons pugbt to Iffi 
avenged fiy tbe bqn^iliatioKis M(bicb it ceceired 
from m^dm^n^ the dLagjtiice of societyni^d tberoo^t 
terrible scouig^ 9f natloqft. Wbere ia)t|iai|i4iic^4tf^ 
bor^otobe a sul^j^j^t, t||l|t .4»ri;(| pq Rcet^^^f 
more jdistingfiisbt^ tr^atm^t tbaii siaf;)^ mei^ ^ 
Crillon, Turapn?, Maribprougb,Kleb^)^|^lt,aq^ 
Wellington? How much «fovld ^I^jTi^iUuiitr'^f 
grusad^rs for^be happiness of Europe have to up^ 
brojd tb^mselv^Sft if the ^ervil^ cl^qt^ours of a f^w 
iqtriguera,^ rei^d^red them d^^i tQ jtbe .^pergetic 
wishes Qf 9,\^ n^tionat i^^balf 9^ t\ifi\T l^gitii^at!| 
f QVf^reigna ! To have j^rf^ed tJofi cav)sp qf fign 
evil is not sufficient; its fatal effects ought to )^ 
extirpated as an example to the guilty, and for 
the honour of the victims, the glory of the restorers, 
and the security of all. Generosity and clemency 
ought, it is true, to be the distinctive qualities of 
sovereigns: but posterity, that severe and incor- 
ruptible judge, is sure to,devote to tbe most pro« 
found contempt the pjrinces, to whom Providence 
]iad intrusted the means of insuring tbe triumph of 
their owncause^ if they should abuse their trust, to. 



ci Mi lif the most anjast oslllpatioo. The r^;ii of 
qoackerj his lasfted bot too long, to the disgrace of 
those aogost fimilies, destined by ProTideoce to be 
the repfeseotatires of the diTioity od earth, by a 
hsp|ij combination of beneyolence, dignity, and 
giandenr ; and^ above all, by that mutual confidence 
and attachment, which subsist between a good 
prince and his subjects. No, it is neither prudejit, 
HOT allowable, nor possible, fbr the congress of Vi- 
enna to clothe with those eminent prerogatives, the 
nsoiper of the throne of Naples, to the prejudice 
tf the ninstrious descendants of Louis the Great. 
Let the author be allowed to submit to the medita- 
tion of the magnapimous authors of the restoration 
of Louis XVllI. that sublime thought of TuUy, 
pleading for Ligarius, and addressing Caesar: 
** The greatest favour, you have received fh>m for- 
tune, is the power of preserving life, the glory of 
legitimate numarehs; and the ipost flattering advan- 
tage you have received fh)m natiire^ is the will tq 
do so*** 
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Seldom he imiles, and tailes in such a lort, 
As if he mock'd hinMlf, and scora'd JiH splriiy 
That coald he aioT^d to smile at any tbini^ ; 

Shakespeare's Julius C^stfr^ Jet A ^ 



General So^ir was one of the four General* 
of the Imperial Guard, and had the chief com- 
mand of rtie French tmops in Andalusia. He ia 
but forty-two years of age, though lie appears 
much older. His height is five feet ten inchai;. 
bis coMstitnttoo vigorous ; bis features ordiMry^ 



' » This Biographic Memoir was published at Londdn, duriDf 
Naf ember, 1811, in the first ▼olnme of The PhUosopher. Oa 
my antfil at Paris In Way, 18l4^«nofieeir of the staff ra*. 
to fend him the tJ*iisln$pfl of , thM afi^oant.. lie re. 




ll^iK^U ta me with u&a^ff^t^ ^serTi^ions, wmv« .u-^- 
tiamy iadueef me to publish, wlUi py reBMrks in reply.— S. 
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except his eyes, which are rather scrutiaizing. He 
has altogether a look expressive of a genius above 
the commoD ^asL Aii atteotive ojiserver sapn dis- 
covers^ iff \Ai counteDatice that strength ' 6r mind, 
to which he is indebted for most of his victories. 
His figure is soldier-iike^ and his manners unaffect- 
ed : but his address is cold. ' He speaks little : he 
is iidccwiliionly strict as to eQforciDgkdlsci^piliiiB : 
his activity and his sagacity have often deservedly 
obtained the eiicomiiima of Kltbtr and Buonaparte. 
As he was born of parents in but middling cir* 
cumstances, Sou It mnt ht considered the oaly 
founder of his military fti|rtii»e, He was oolgr six- 
teen yeiM c$ age, when JMirenlisled as a oammoa 
soldier. Hkr good conduct attracted the attention 
of his superiors, who successively appointed hint 
a corporal and a serjeaht. His strong attaM^hment 
to the career of arms led him to study ,^ with suc-^ 
•essy the manceuvrea of infimtry. His improve- 
ment was rapid ; and even in tho$e sahaltero sta^ 
tions,. he already manifested that firmness of cba^^ 
meter, which has since sa greatly conbri(Mi|te4 dot 
hia advancement. In I793> his reput^iDoof b#n 
ing an excellent instructor, gained iMltllie i^HK^i^.^'i 
ment of adjutant-major in a battahon of national 
guards. In 179t3, he was. appointed an officer po 
tba staff, and .some little time, after an. &4}Uj(j|j^ 
general. It was in this capacity that he wm.^^ 
ployed in rhcarmy of the Mesellei undef dieiHiHr 
mand of Jourdan. Witett fbrty thousand mAi'«l 



«tBat aMfy Msrched «irtlle»BMi()fe,|bff the {wrpo^e 
*df Mkvwg Ctiariefol, $m^\t vd^ ^Imtf of (be statf 
» tbtidifisibvof GeMrtl Lefevire^ wbich fbri&ed 
the idvano^d gu^« . ^ 

Osk th^ fwtnty^ailitb of June, 1794,1 the i%y of 
the Wfltle of Fiettrue, the right wiDg of tb^ French 
araiy^ uml^ the wdero of General J^lareeaa, was^ 
aitocked by the AMtjtiau general, JS^aulieu^ at 
Utree o'ok»ek in ihe.mMQiiig, and at Jiopn all the 
iMiDfe of Marfan Miad bee». defeated. They weif 
iytig in th» greatest eonfusfon .; . and their general 
bralself^ eiimiuailed^y tbedr^agoons ofthie Afj^ 
trim regiment bf Lale>iir» f^well his safety.oaly .t)[f 
the kthieify of the officers attached to hii^ sta^ftiffhj^ 
piotected histetreat to Lef gyre's division^ /sQi^ 
BU»,^' saM Marceau to 4tiie gener^ '' four. <^ 
pmh baliaiteiw that I oiay drive the enemy 
lH>m the potitioii whicb he has just carried*" Ob- 
servil^ that Lef^fre hesitated, he added jii a tone 
of d^pair, with a view to effect his object : '* If 
you refuse me, I'll blow my braMia out/' Lef^vre# 
luriiing^Biiad to Sottlt> who was present, jisked 
his opiMM ; the latter anawered^ that <' t(i^4^tJ^h 
even tte^sttaUast number of troops, would e^m^ae 
the saMy«gpf «he.'divisiitn." Marceaq, casting an 
$ti^'imt0 9k'b\m^9mh0d whli^he waf(« t)N|^Jb% 
ahlMildllriE^ upo« MilbselC to tficak in anff^.^ P^* 
rM|liaryaoRi9^^ I ^it^^calt»" mmm\vwk^oiis^t 
ecmy, ^^Wtt tai^fiK ner^sa/\ XMto.obiervatiipa 
i^y iMded l«'j!iiflam« Ihd aogA «f MaoitaiH 
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who chtlleDgedSoitlUo fi^ Mtai the iWKt dtfi "^ T0 
day, or to-morroir/* fepK#d So«lt« ^' Y<n wiU ^ 
ways fidd me ready tolell fmi the truth, and id p^ 
you the respect due to your raok. Do mot blow 
your braine out, but fight wifb u^, and when dur 
danger is oyer, we willgire you the battalioa^ tou 
wish for/' At that very moment, the Priace of Co* 
bourg assailed Lef^vrewkh the flower of his troe^ 
Sefen times did the H uogarian greuadieis reoelt 
Aielt attat^ks. Soult ntpidly tiew to wherever tfai 
peril was greatest; Marcean, teio, iMight ||ke k^. 
ItOD. Lef^vre remained with the raseive. The 
battle raged for several jioufs with an obsdaacy 
bordering on Airy. The brave regim^it, caUed the 
Royal AUemand^ repeatedly charged the coUmi^ 
beaded by Soult and Marceau, which wiie purw- 
^ ing the Austrian grenaditra. About Ibna^ iuindiii 
of these intrepid warriors met witii death, closie tfr 
Lefivre's intrenched camp. At six o^cIqc}i in 
the evenmg, all the divisions of the «rqiy of the 
Moselle were retreeti ng,- except that of iG^ne* 
ral Ijaf^vre. Fearing for his two flaii^T, this 
commiBder was about to follow the aipfreaient 
of the rest, when Soult intieated hiaa to wail : aa« 
suring him, that as far as he could jt(||a^ teai the 
unctfMainty of their maoaf^ran the. «Ni|y v^Ml 
already beginning Mifetreat* Thift opijiton«fiSo<itt. 
was soaai cootiMed by "oidtrs to make a^ UHfl^ 
sent by Jourdav, who^'liy mMM^ef oh^rvers sta^*^ 
tionedia abalkvMt had leaidtlhe«m^vejM0ti( (^^ 
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the AustfiriB anqr. Marceau and Soult Attacked 
Hko villwg^mi LaiiilMi«Bit» and aoeeeeded io taking 
itk Pririk* OolKniis effactfld his retfeat in good 
^^ «fter maMgUinaigr battle, which lasted nearly 
n h/omtB without intamiption. 
r Maiceau» irho had witnessed Soult's ability and 
.ODS^ncts, said to Leffevie: ^^ Thsi chief of your ata^ 
Hs m flmn of mant : he will somi obtain great ni» 
noira."'»«'^^ Yas/' aasltered Lefevre, iaamlessly, 
¥ he iaaota.bad offiaar. I am satisiiad witkHhiai, 
^tmt'. ba o^aaCs Ibe bustaaas of my staff taleraUy 
mtlV* Mamaafu than held out his hand to Souh, 
aiid^ in a Meadly toae said; ^' General, I b^ you 
will foigat iIm wamth with wbiab I spokb 4ii8 
jjgimiaf* AMK>ugb my.raakantitiBa lae to pw 
^jfwk iaiatriialioas, you have this day taoght. me a 
lassfNiy^wbMi I aever^shatt target while 1 live. It 
liayoa wba bata gained tba battle of Fleuma/' 
.With tbaaa wafda, be embraoad bias, aai from that 
,9ioiBeQt* there subsisted batwaaa Ibaoa the most 
solid friapdslliP) until tbe dealh of Marceau took 
pim^ wbteb event -fiouilsaMtiKlingly deplored. -• 
. During the aampaigQa af iy94» 95, 96, aad ^T^ 
S^i% ai>n(inuad at Ihe bead of Gentaal Lef&vre's 
^iaff. Whenever aay one praised the former in 
$ha pfaaeoce of the lattaiv Le^re immediately 
^aatiierfdk ^«|^ Mte aMH^attsr calculaiacl ^r the 
fMk ihaMtbt %Mf Ibaagh^he knew very wall that 
^ wapjlijlllly ^wlHfi^ ^i^ther. * But it was po- 
int vvMik^llipiAWviii^ les8eaSoult*9 merit as a 



Sonlt leaained so la§ in a sttboj 
yiia t # tf bad seen Lcfewe, aad hqt^bMi wgo^ oa 
luatlaR^ was amwdiiitt a raan^-iMh 
CQoid have metf^iied 4km g tm 
be ei^ye4. Mm diviMai coBBwlBir>#f 
MS. Wkiiotw the mmy 
wmri^tofwmiij it taaari the a>i mmj gin>*i 
JB evtif retPBftt it acteiasa i^afbga bwI> Io the 
cani^ as oa the marcli, and in the fiald of baltfa. 



aiAidniof t ^o B Sl a a ily 
vkiDfy iMkeflay. Hia iroaps of 
jpionat, tcmaiotl^ -Ani oilfar y aaiili^ 
fiaai cDJoyiag tlie sattie lapotatioa^ ^iMNigb fiait 
coiaaiandiM-waar kooam 4o ypsigaitalsali ^jaiDh 
aoptiior tia il is o aa f <isftvae> Soolt waa^ t hci a fmu ^ 
aaiveiaally acknoAledgaA 4i8 tiie aatftof ^ 4lis ge- 
neral's flofy. Tlla airalfy deployed oiF aflaW 
Df faeMle with aa macfepraMioa aa oa a parade ; 
and thelniaMry fl9ancBav«ad,ai)dera>mo6t«deatnM^ 
live file, like Sanaa aoMioaa. Sou1t'*8uperin<» 
tended every ahia9*;iha^ven canied hia WMnttoH 
aorfacy Mte be«egalB%iMl Ifea^tfpdi %hlia frtMft^ 
aioaa tiere dis^buted, that lie art ^hl ba 4uia«f 
-tb^ir being fjood; wbicfa «ttentbMP gi^Mi bim the 
leateem of the aoldteia. 




or tnmwmtm ror ^AiMArik. gun 

T^a^jr 40 e>0ri^l Us satisfiustioi «t the eeiHluct^f 
1rti<9lM Av^ «liiiif«$cad 4beir zetl' for tke eeMiilb* 
<ijis ^MtaMlf set thitu tiiesbest example ;l-and hsom^ 
'iiayd(»l b^lfeleiidieriiras ewe to befctfnid in tkefbft. 
most ranks. 

,' ije&sne^ \^ his bombastic reports to govern- 

Menliv^ii Acceded i« gatbeiing for hidhself^hi^ 4mHs 

ofm «iiioh ^eal: but be never could iliMiirep this 

lioldiefs^ Whenever itltepf ^Dpsrieoead mf witHBj 

^Ibecry throagbout tfaeidivistolk was : *^ it happened 

4>e(|»use the .f^eral iaterfered ; why 'does no^t hie 

bliiHUy rely on the chief of hia staff?" Th.ese d^ 

stalls are by no means exaggerated, biit aimpie 

jlrutb, I» myself* served with >0ault in ti«ff%vre^ 

4d^vjslafi» as ai^tttoat^geageial, iHwi I ^as Atlly eit- 

^abkd to s»pprediatrth» merit of either. - 

.: Sopftlt |p«4aic^gtii'iipf>oiiited a geiitrAl ^tf' brl- 

J^fla: 4M^ihefiMr)ne being ^unwiJitng to 'part Wfii 

i^HB* <iaaaed hiw#/to be entreated wMbtbe com- 

j»aad.of the adv^dsced guard«)f bis divlltoai i^lMIl 

JLefevre^'hiMHinii been twouMnt/ #ourdati ^ve hh 

divisKMi tft £<iilt» whoicommanded it in cht^^ar tile 

^.bajtt}%#m4iebtin9el4 on the twenty«aix«ll it M^Mih, 

4799* Sifulii iifter his pibmotioo to^^the ranki^f a 

gfii^^l pf diviiion^ was employed in Switacr^laild 

ilfldfjr MsJM^sWj' tdiase right iand he was siippM- 

ed to be. He followed that genaral into Italy, and 

weffect^^i assisted itm aMhMRege of Genoai where 

Smlit was w»ttirt»liij|in ^aily >that^'iltattef#i bHi 
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tight kfu He was takvn prisoner with hithroChef/ 
wba was then his nd^dA^amp, and diief of a aqut'* 
4Mi« aad who has since been raised ao the mrtr dt 
a gaieralt in which capacity lie eommanded the 
cavalry af the fMirth coips, tn Ikm kingdwi of 
Grranada, 

The Austrians hariny lost the battle of Marengo, 
Sottk letumed to his native oovntry. As aoMi as 
heiecovaied from illnessi ptoduced by his Wovn^, 
he was appointed canimander»in*chief ofaeorpaof 
obaervation in the kti^doni of Naples. Ofikem, 
who then served under his orders, have assured me 

• 

that bis love of justice and probity gained him the 
affection and respect of both the troops and the 
Inhabitan ts« General Lcif ^le having recommenc- 
ed Sottlt to Boonnpartet as beii^ equally skilled in 
manceuviea* and strict with regard at discipline, 
he wia sent for to Paris, and a p p a i n as d colonel- 
yneial of the chasdam^d ytirfof th» c n nsn t ai gnard> 
He const^atly shewed himself worthy of Buona^ 
pnrte\eonfidence ; and the efi^s of Soolt^s influ* 
ence were sooft viaille in the gieat ia^iovements 
of whatever related to theservioe. iMighied with 
the rapid ddvances of his gnasd m dise^kttne, ap-» 
peamnce, and instruction, Buonaparae Aought he 
.could not appoint any officer better qualified than 
General Soult, to he comminier in ihiif of the 
camp of Boulogne^ 

Being possessed ef nMsnaiaBerity th«r4ie other 
cou||ii«rs,^l& loudly bl iawA It m immense works 
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V ifhiefa.w^re,eoMtnic|fng'<Hi the cMst, ne«r Bou> 
iognej, apd dn both biiiks of the Liane« He was 
•uibred to rail ; and hi^ freedoK ef speech "waa for- 
gifMi^ on acoount|ir hie haviig the good seMe te 
ehevr biaaaelf fme of the amat zealous ad voceteaibr 
the ereetion of Buonaparte's triumphal pillar, Witk 
this encription : *^ The army and navy to Napc4eoii 
the Greet.'' - Sduk would have acted more wisely, 
had he advised his master to construct ^ood 'kmx^ 
neks fofihe soldiers, to establish a healthy hospital 
eritli.eepeoious garden, and to build pdwdev mefa* 
«ipee#f free^stone, instead Irf* woiDd; which, iille 
ep m|iii3r felcenoes, threatened cemplete deetitio^ 
fiin te Boubgnew This was the mope to be dread- 
ed, as it might hav« been caused by tlMi impnj- 
deuce of a sentry, or the malice of a villain. Bqt 
udbftenately splcimliiiir is preferred to utility ; and 
in eenformity to this fatal principle, that» which 
might be really edvantageous to society, is neglected. 
During his stay at Boulogne, Soult displayed 

. UACommon activity • , Almost continually on horse- 
liack^ be visited the coast, the cainps, and the ean- 
iMtMom; and employed Mmeelf in teadiing his 
iidoye thoee great evolutionei wfateH proved ^ so 
nticii mtime to liiin at th&4HEittle'^f Austerl^. 
WImb tbaomiiy tf Boulognfe was ordered to <jer* 

' IB«{|^ S#iiltcfM8cd the Rhine at Spited, on the 
fwejiQp^eietb of S^ember, 1805, tfnd marched <b 
Kflt^i^D. by Heilfcran. On the sixth of Octo- 
%fl^,'1i«#ook poeiegMen of the fiu duponttd Do- 
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nauwortb, pttsed tb«r I>ai)fbe» and advanced to 
Augibtiigf which lie entered without fighting"* 
Meaniingen also ffMMd its gates to biin, after a 
•liglM. resistance. During th« whole campaign^ 
ittiooaparte entrusted Soult with the most itti(iort-» 
int posts* At the battle of Austerlitz, he eom* 
■lalided the right wing of the army. Baouparte 
having sent him orders to attack the heights of 
Pnitaten instantly, Soult answered to this tid«de«> 
camp who was the bearer of those orders, *^ that 
he would begin the attack, as soon as he ooiild dis 
it with any proapect ol" success, but that it was not 
yet.lbe proper. Ume/' Thi^ ^nswer mn lepofted td 
Buonaparte, and excited his aog€ri,4M Mna[iediai» 
]y sent another aide-de-CMnp* to repeat his ordpts* 
This officer arrived at the very moment when 
Soult had already commfOfted his moremest, 
which, he had delayed with the sole view to allow 
the Russians time for moving towards their left, 
and thus weakening their centre. All who oppos- 
ed the advance of Soult's corps, were either killed 
or taken, and he established himself on the fine 
elevate^ plain near Pntzeu. Bpottaparte, wha wM 
on a height, from which be coulAitbairve a^^iAt 
movements of the jirmy, was delighlii wilfti hit 
lieutenant's nne manceuvres, and.thetnJbriUiaakiW^ 
svrlts.. He rode up to him full speed, ai»d uifm» 
^^nceof all the officers of hia«caff, wh#JMa|94e# 
moments before bad heard. Mm bitterly in afll|hiiig 
against SouH, embraced the JUtter^ sayh^t f\Mf 
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4e» iMbrshaU I hokl jrov to be tfae*fint Molioian 
of my empire.**-*** Sii-e,' I ^Ke«» it" fieplied 
SoQif ; ^'since it is your Majesty that has the ^oodlk 
ness to tell me so/' Thik welKtimed ooniplimeiit' 
guveas oiuefa pleasure to Buonaparte, as it created 
aarprise among the spectators.^ Nothing was want!^ 
mg' to compiet* the effect #f this extraordinary 
•eetie, but the presence of the colonel, who com* 
oiamled the regiment of foot, in which Soult hadT 
9erted as a common seidier, in lf86. Had he 
jMield his inexperienced recruit changed into an. 
idfolt courtier, and a( clever ^general, capable of 
lleiiiing those Russian* and Austrian to«Mwnders» 
Who hn& acquired so much glo^y'by their splendid 
•xplbits against the Turks, the colonel, no doubt, 
wduld have thought it mmiratk* 

On the fourteenth of October^ 1806, at the bat"* 
de 6f Jena, Soult decided the victory by his niovt« 
ment against tijfe centre of the Prussian army,.a|leff 
havir^ gained possessfon of a wood on his rigbt. 
On the sixteenth of- toe same montht Ming in tb^^ 
vifilge of GiiMMen, Wu 'w«iiU: not |^v« credte !• 
the stateraeat of an ' aUnistic* benig e(|hchided, 
ythiiAi GMeral 'Kdkrenih pretendad to b«^tlie 
caae/ in order Vb ibvour the retreat of tic colitaift 
tikt 'covered^ thfe King of Pilisgia's flight. Buo^ar 
|Afte^ Hi (lis t&hth bullelin,.dated Naumbui|^, th* 
t^ghfeetitll of Octobei^ 1806, has namifectured a 
ci(^ra<nee' bef#e«n: the Prussian jeofral «n4 
Ma nftrf Sbtriti'for th« inwj^se of giVing a lesaui, 
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m yt mft *•> thoK g«MfB|»«ft^egniMlc|iii3fw 
who^ kmriaf food^aturadly Uliered in th« pr%« 
MMl«d itviMticcf, •u0bred sevwat PruMiaa «i>« 
tenaB to canpe. S»«lt fevered omweqt swvicea 
ik Pfoasia wd in P«lMd. M the Uuk ^ £orl«u^ 
thoogb his treo^ were inferiof «• t» iwvihfer, he 
kept Geocnl ^iagsett's •nay i« cii9d(. Mar- 
shal AagM^H had beeo ovottheown* «inI ha4 Mk 
Maishal Smilt's left wins Hocoserad. lAmAifl 
DsTOvst had beea iehytd in bis maicb by UA 
loads. Maiakal N«y was 6gbtii« againat 1km 
ftuwinr : and Bcmadotte vas t«o fiir distant fo^ 
his Lu sysliin tn hatn been hiped hr. But; 
Soalt made so •xctUeat «« nse oC hfaltwqv^ (bn^ 
he seemed to nMltiply thciD. li nCtar bnfing. 
forced AugereauN oMps to qnit th« M4 «f battle* 
thn whole BuUian amy had rusb^, Ut4kmg 
(thew fiwooiite mancBMvre) upon Maf^M So^Jt'l. 
liabt Booaapoiia wnuhl have been rnmgiet^. 4e» 
feattd : aad Dairoast's tioops, whon this morepent 
wmU hasa cai tf tea Ute rest nC the aroy^ 
waiM bava beea^ takaa, killed, at drnfmna. Q^ 
the ■ppinafh a^ Aie nifhi^ which anoamM th» 
IrfMdy da^ (the cishth of Vfimmyk 1«A7). 9pm>« 
ohparte, afcnned at the enomMuo im which. h» 
hail sotfered, wished to wtrsat.. **> Ut «» sttf. 
Whefewea»e,Sire,"snidSodkt •*fciahh<*«ghwt 
have been croel sufferaiSk wo sbaB fnsi fcr •W* * 
qwiow. If ^e Manaio thela8toin«ho'fiel4<iCb«t-. 
tie. Ifa«veohi|ervedipweia«»t»|o,|^]fc>im»r 
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Mili]fv«Weli Mum wm to tkMt ^M fliMiiigieA 
wilt mmH itlmOf of iMght to reiMUt/^ Ttoi^ 
Buofa^^iiM #emd ivdt iM)fo te m«I| giMd forhiM, 
he Mloyted tte tpitMii of Smtlt^ with wf)08# utiv 
ODOioian ^oecnftfon he wm weHotqutiMed. Ito 
mM to deligliti^ Willi the tuni irhich tis afiairk 
iHli telMi, f Inn lie wai HMfli Hm whole nejtt Aay 
ilsamioittg, with ft •mJIing' coutit«oaii0s, Ihe tn^ 
vifMBk>f £ylo«i,4bai dcm^fiil seeft^ ^f 4t«istatioti 
(mt^toighter^ wh^ MMMy thouiMd dead» dying, 
liiii Mkymideii^ lay helpleM M the m<y#»the kfxif 
being in w«Hit of i^very tiling! • ^ 

Soon iftertfae peaeib of Tilsit, Soait wm appoiW^- 
%d to a conimand mthig drmy Gf ISpain. On ITip 
^|h of Noveoiber, .1 808, he attacked the troof^ 
of J&sitreo^dim Willi the second cocps^ put them to 
ihe toQl) aod to<di poaseiaioD of Boiyc^a* Me then 
ttarehed to Key nosa, oectipied Sa^t AfiAito, «id 
tent detachments into the kingdoni of the A^u- 
rias^ whilst the other, corps of the l^rench ai;my 
werojiUUMMvring on the two banks of th%£h|r<% 
ood dilbolittg Castaoos at Tudela. . • i 

Buonaparte hafi«i| ^^termined ^o liafdh to Ma^ 
"dfid, he ordered Soutt to obsettre General Moore, 
^nd manoeuvre so as to draw the £nglisb ar|iiv to- 
wards fiiHgos ;* W billet a.forps of Qhoice tit^qis 



^ ffSh bf ihe^JUxt ofSmiti sMgr^^'tm H Of« €0rfeeK 

W ti k jliii tMiH: yecelitd m oriers nor injuii^aafts toT tbai^liRMr. 

ttrtdlMHll^ nf fiMr oWA Mean!, from fb« inontihrifts tof Htb 

Asturias, where h« was roanceumng on t)ie Caf km^ V^Ii^tMI'' 



9#l BMWUMltC t»Md» 

puipoK of cutting off ikmr^etgeaii to CliMu&na# 
whMe tbt slup^deiliMd to take them liifif||||od» 
vera wtitiof. Geaerd Mooted wgacHir ma^ 
lum avoid a spaaorfo artfully laid tot him. He re* 
jtieated to Bene^wAtot « where his cavaliy bad a suop 
ceasfttl engageeMMVl with the chtmemn of tko Jntpi^ 
rial G«iard« . Soult'a umch waa slow, ao^his a|r 
tacks wme Saa from vifaatos* Wbateve? ButffkBr 
parte may assert, SoiU waa most certainly wpiilwii 
U the betljk of Conmna ; and the BogUah fai»s4 
a defensive victory, thooglh dearly purchased with 
the loss of their brave general, Moore^ irho was 



^^im 



kmrnt ^^t Hke English were marching to tht Douro; and k« 
•hited just in tia< to keep them ia eheck; Buonaparte'haft 
not fofeseen &is BOTement. Borit advaeced with great 
Tigonr egainti Ike Baglidi ; aad, ea his nafcfa, carried off t0# 
Syaoiih MtAns-^ La itoaiep%% corps. At Cor on^ he d«^ 
feated the EngUth, and forced then to rdmbark with precipif 
tation, leafing behind^ their horses, magazines, and equipage. 

Amwer of Ac author to the above note. — Mjr remailcs are 
tfiwided on the oftciai reports' of General Moore, afllf fle 
French bnlletins. If Bdonaparto lad not fo fpa eee §m tao am* 
•cat of i^e tmgfi%\ por ordefS4 Ast 4»f Mari^ ft^nlt to 
resist tliem, it cQniirms the opinion I h^ive often ezpresied^ rit- 
•pecting Soult*s superiority of titlents. As for the remainder of 
the note, the facts, mentioned in the bo^jr ofikt Irork, afford 
n satisfeptory answer on a #eltkrii^n%vbje€ff. Wlien a cdni. 
■MiBv take* neither a cannon nor a man from anemrfa 
stacks, smi gHWot force thai army from its positi^n^ndriist 
Ai /usiHantaMeobliged to retnm to the podtfon «Meh Hmy 
eaci^ed before the attfipk^ npthing is moni 



HWSV^It 



OF TlfS aVKE CV DittJIATIA. Si$ 

alikelttb*iiguithMfSilliiB piivMsvino^ ac^hk 
military 4alehW' v r? i. 

The invMiQo -tof ft)i fga l €«tiiMl be ranked 
«mong the exploits, which redound Uo liiarslMil 
Soult's .Jionoun It is tnue, ^at after having ovei^ 
thrown the Portuguese regiments of militia, hd 
tbok the town of Opitio by storm. BAtliovr did 
de defend this impoitKt post > ^ What m^aibttres 
* '■ "y ^ ^' \ ' r ' f ^ — :^ .11 ' > !■■'» 

, * NfU if lie officer qf St0tt\s 544;^.— TM Vt^or is 1^ 
correctly informed. The expodition to Foftupl i|uu ^j^Q^sf^ 
^ueoce of tbe^ secret tireatjr of 1*il&it, wit^ which he i| mimic* 
qaainted. The battle of Oporto is one of the finest exploits 
that can be quoted. Sf arshal Soult was forcod to retreat, be« 
iMse, first, the popttlatton in his rear ikras iB opMi iasarrectioD ; 
secondJjii^ the £iifM|f^afa|f||>y which he was fttae]|||^,.wfta«p« 
perior io numbers ; and, thirdly, Marshal Victor, wt o was Jo 
adrance with three divisions by ' Ciudad.Rodpeo and' the 
Alantejo, did sot make his appearance. Soult's determination 
to leave his artillery behind, does him much honour, as it W4s 
the means of saving his army, He brought nineteen thousami 
tye hundred men back ; and lost, in this expedition, but th|M 
thousand five hundred, including the two thousand who re- 
mained in the iMspitals at Oporto. 

Answer of the auihor.-^l certainly did not Know that thero 
had been aay mention of the expedition to Portugal in the treaty 
of Tilsit, with which^ like all £urope, I was pnfy acquainted by 
seeing the articles in the public papers. I am also of opinioiiy 
that the conquest of Oporto was a fine coup de main : but it 
cannot be ranked with the battles of Austerlitz and Jena ; nor 
even with the storming of Badajoz, on the sixth of Aprit, 1819. 
Oporto was defendod by peasants, 9jid attacked by Frenck 
soldieit ; whilst Badajos was defended by French soldiers T 1 
concur w^tb^ the c#cer ^ti[e stafi^i^ H^ {N^vses^ which he bsw 



S§0 mtmauAnic .iinitg 

4id W take tQ pvitnt LmA Welii«too*8 tiectitig 
the pmBMge of the Doaio > I haw beea cfcdibly^ 
laiMmed, tlMk Soolt «rat ttiy near being made a 
piiaoMer at OpMlo. H« Iras at taWe^ with all the 
offceia of his staff, whav Ae beard that tiie enemy 
was already id tho town* He had only just time 
enough to mount his haiia»^ and was obliged tb 
opea himself a ptBug& thasngh the EngHsfa xitk^ 
mePt sword in hand, i had this fact flum tsotonel 
^'Antufi^* who was in Ifarshal SoultVaiMr; 4nd 
has shice been employed in mine, white I com* 
manded at the eamp of Boulogoe« When the se« 
cond corps entered Porti^al on the tenth of Febru* 
fliy* 1809, it was twenty^tfcree thonsand stroagi^ 
Whea the same corps quitted tbil kingdom, on 
' ■ I I I ■ 

stows spss ttie relfcst from Portugal ; and t am glad to hear 
that tke mimber of nen lost was mucb lesi than stated in the 
E^glisli reports. 

* ffoU hg the officer of Sovttt «/ii/f.— This is not exact, 
llanhal Sonh was prepared, and in motioo : he had no occa« 
siss to open himself a passage. 

Ammer of lie mftkor. — The colonel, of whom t had the 
fact, was not at Oporto when it occurred.. He maj hare mag^ 
nified the report of some eje-witness. It is, however, Incon. 
iestiblj true, Stnd not denied, that the English riflemen fired 
upon Marshal Soolt in the streets of Oporto ; and that, in 
spile of his strennOus exertionS| he coutd not succeed In drifing 
General fiUrs column from the town. I therofStfre adtiit diat 
$oslt was in motion, bnt not prepared. On this occarfon tt 
'las^ be laid of him — 



tlie j^tei M lk of Miqr foUowkg^ it bad mflmtd a 
dwilMliPH ^^tf^ ikMlsMi iiieti ; and albi4nii» 

mm wak alftKMt eotireljr coca9hH^d by thp iriAifel^ 
tif« tpirii of Vhe pefttaMb ^bo tmk ao pritanm, 
but slaugbtemd all that iislfcM Ahi^ir wiy. It bap^ 
|ieoedf by oiie of tfaoae aapricak of inconafl FoiM* 
tuiui, tbift-liiulft arrive very opportunely to mm 
the blockad«^ ^ Lugo, wbicii was ioTeated % 
4weftty thousaiut SpaniarfU, uoder GasMal Mabi. 
Tbe garrison^ coMiatipjg; ^f tbe •fxty-^aiiitfc fegi^ 
n^ent) Under the otdera of General Fottftiief, wetft 
bhaolutely without piotikfons, and unable to prof 
tract their defence* The^ Spaniards re|reate4v.oa 
Soolt'^ approecb ; and this (ortuiiat« QMuiMOOi 
threw tbe veil of oblivion over bia miacorriage if 
Portugal. 

Soult^s tiiarch to Pfacentiai with his own Corpit^ 
and that of Marshal Mortief, obliged Lord tf el* 
lingtqn to evacuate his positio.n. at Talav:era«de-Ia^ 
Reyna. Buonaparte rated Soult's force at seventy 
thousand OKn ; whilst, in fairt^ he had not tbmt 
thirty thousand.* The Marafial seemed to be 



Mkw 



« H^t hg the tffi^er of Si>i0ri it^.^lhe fst^A %^ HM 
Soult ^ fifty I.MX t}H»o«aad WMi^ tmapiishtij lh« e6^ «f 
MarslHito Ne)r iind'^ MorUar. He eX€f€^led ioiDre hM 'ttiaateaai 
^HMpkk spit* of the btd^ti «r Kfag J*>dp)h» iHio Wii geti«fafi«^ 
Mi#, Md ivfia had Jnftt IM the hhttte of TalftVM*. Joir«ph 
Mi his army wottli faaTd iNM MlMNl) bftd Mt ^aiilt arri^ 
three days afterfmrll i» mt^lkm. At ^e MiirAai*» ftj^(»<% 



fefOAtAtSltJBiEJCaU 1# 



bii ratenge Ur hftvldgMbeeH S0^tii iffim tlik 

ihe vidorgr at Talavert, afe <:9rtaiii)y ¥«ry^ llMU 
liMlC exploits ; bat it » equally certain, that both 
LMd WollHig^Q land MmrbttlSouIt'suffered thifttn- 
velvet to Im mfltteMod by exaggerated repcAts, 
Mid did not make the best of two successes, puN 
<htiai at the expense of so much Mhod.' Jling 
J A sep I^ having bee* obliged to fly with all spe^d 

Lord MUKiifton pMcipi&itely retrcaiM to the Gnaditta^ and 
^Wdoa^ Cii^sta's Spanish taraay« Had Joseph lUtemad • t9 
SoqU's |dTicc, th^ English apay ^jAld Ji47f been loit, 9^^H 
least^ rery much exposed. ^ 

Answer oj the author. ^So\x\i may have had fifty.six thou- 
eand tteii' at STaiamanca : bnt, dedacting the garrisotf ol thdt 
ylaaei tha cat^ necessary to observe the garrison af Clitdad'' 
Rodrigo, and the troops requisite to keep up the ^omoumc^* 
tions as far asPUcentia, in a coanfliy (hat was in oj^ insur. 
Vectioni and, adding to this, the slowness, not to fay the refusal 
of a certain Marshal to co.operate — all these circumstances 
Induce ihe belief that Soult could not have attacked the afHI^s 
with more than thirty thousand Coot, and frotn four to fi.ve 
thousand hors^* I differ, too, in aaatker retfsct^ irom the 
joScer of the staff; for I think that Soult'« march to Tala^ 
▼era, by Placentia, partakes more of rashness than of skill. He 
^wonldhave been very, careful not to take such aTicehcel when 
Lofd Wellington wai acting on the Adour upon./!j:)?J p/tfn* of 
a^jeration, and after he had acquired five years more experience 
}d ,the higher tactics* This part of my work is, therefore, p4l&- 
fectly correct, except that there ought to be a few thousands 
added toSottlfs force; "which circwpitavce, however, does sot 
destroy the accuracy of Bg^4argttnf nt, jis the allies would stiH 
ksf^ had i^ou^ twice as siany tro^p as %« .FreaKh^ 



«|t9r4|it Joi»#f the ))M$lf of T^ateni, jwtlyitOQ^ 
4Mtdi<l>at M«l»M iQi^4m, 4hf tkimt of bt»4laft 
htd not «t|tfiMieilts. sulKciibni to direct 4tie'fBiU!h)iy 

<l|ietitiwi io tbei)4niMul9,8ad4iKnitt«4iMiMlMi 
S«Mll>«iiC|| those ii|ipQrti)pt'fu««tioit8.*>' Kisffjo^' 

seph sooa had naam to 904gr%tijJ[a|ft hiwu^lftol 
Itie choice he tM4 jwulfk ,A> aroty^ <^ fifty tho^r 
atn^ SfMoiards, uoder tl»e •■c|«» of Q^utuifiAmh 
zaga, was completeily defwt/tAmt^ef^m'itHShif 
IW^.On Ibe-ivpeleenth of Noireiiiber, I8O9. King 
jUMphi.inimniOJpfi llb» French in fwrsoo, UMleir 
||ie,<)iiection o( Hiirsiwl Soult. It is impowblo 
to koieot tbftlMiMters of thofo-hrwre CaatiiiaQK 



(Grefief»l of Ae Eretch «niif > in Spain, apd gt^Te him the right 
tf assunie an^ immediate command, wHer^Yej he miffht be. 
^oult neyer would take' the title of major-general to King 
"Joseph. " . . ^. 

wtfn«9»r* of iU «0irA#r.->4 ap^ud Mimbil StniU, Im bwitg 
refused tit (ltk» «/ major-general It King Joseph, He was S9 
howeT^t ^ 4 decree § iince it |s said, in the fourth note, tha^ 
Joseph was« Gmteraiiidmo of the armies in Spain* I kn#ir» 
from a good ftiarter, that Soult also had unlimited powera from 
jjosep^ wkfim Wa Majesty's head was not intoxicated with 
champaign, or lalueaeed by some favourite, But wbtlkor 

jSt^ jif V Josepli'i n^i^^'"^®"®'^'' ^^ commander.in«.chief, 1$ 
jperfeet^ iinmateri4l,^ Biiousiyarte qa)jf is highly to be blamed 
j|pf ntl faring ordered his brother implicitly to adopt the M ar^ 
ally's adi4(^i ^^d Marshal Souj^is not less blameable for ha^iof 
^nsente4 to a^t, wi^bout that oapr^ss coadi^on in e|iiy tkiK 
rdatiTe to the gmyt 



Ml • m»4mkPiti§vni^tti ^^ 



Wl^ ^oMiifiter m affiijr'inftHred M m»hf tktwA 

tiyf Wli^ Wit twttik* llM.t^itiitfli ill itK Cio {hhH 
MMfrofihetitm^MoMiA)^ Wiiy, In liMMr «f 4ft 
SpaiMrtlB v^^re fiOiMillj'aiiik}iift to eoii«4«^Mb«iis> 
tfid dMy oM a(* in tdicavi wUb iba Etigliiib) 
wboie discipUae anA^xpiHeti^e atfoided reasooa^* 
ble kdfi&$ of 8ucce0i» w w^ahl at least liawis'aivai 
tiMttllKJMilitdisaiaaiaorarom? . 

On til* twealietii x/f Jaaaary, It Id, Soiflt mmit 
a ganeral afMtck o& tbe eaiHiyi lH» iili0ii4bcMlk 
fMms of the Stlsrra^-Moreiia* His #ictoiy ae Ocaiia 
Had! diamdyed tbeSpaaiftrd^. 0«;<1mi tw^my-^ecxMt^ 
al l afc i ta clea were orercome, and be ^ad Ma hoad 
fiw i la w at Bayieil,^^^^ {doae foa aver me^MMble 
fluttt the victory of thtf Sj^iarda ovM* Hi^ tfrawA 
'undet General Dupont." Marshal Sbult did noi 
avail )iimse1f of the terror, spread among all classes 
of inhabitantf« by his passage of the Sierra. If^ ilib» 
ala«l oC aoaitaiiaf'his tioopti be ^adrajpidiy pro- 
treaded Mritb ail bis ioKes lo SeviHe^ aid llMBiioa to 

Cadi2, be probably would ha^ oktaiHeciMliAfsput* 

* • * • ».i 

' ♦' N^te 5y the ojftcet of SotOtM ^taf.-^fUltfWfftt dlta d#. 
teiieA In thd Si^fft. / V* . 

' Jnstber bg the <»ti/^or.--^Tliiit is tfuA : but Itiardy bdtoW 
Tli^y llsd cMD«M«ted tli« fdttU of IgMi^ ^ the pl^flt of OtM*^ 
If Arrttagii'^ IriA^ df fifty Ilh6uikiid tifin h%l b«efc iMKMt, 
\iy a general fike SouU, lb dKfeiid tHe fiillsea xJt ttefHerta-W^- 
tena, ( '&i>p«a1 la t1i« ManktVUttRelf, nt^thar Aur i^Miliaa 
would not haTe been impregiijible* 



OF Utt nvKK mw daui atia. B6A 

ed posfie^sioa of ^kose two cities : but he iMmad 
to he$it#e,^.wc| advanced with the sloiriMs of 
^twtoi%e« Jf i|i3tead,pf geodin^Sebastiaai to Gre« 
ijadfff wA M«Etier towanAi Bad^jcc» be bad inarcb« 
f4 them tawird« Cadizn with a bridge equipage to 
SfotH the ri^er of Sauti Petri» the dispatch^ wtuch 
«qiiainted PtiQce Bertbier with tbe conquest oC 
Andalusia^ would have been dUited from SbaU's 
hMid-fuacters. at Cadis. It is thus ikmt Bmnm^ 
parte would have manoeuvred, bad be cMniHMMM 
ttrfs elfffedftion in peMon. Tbe influbnee of the 
Prbiich party at Cadiz iilsure^ the surrender of thQ 
^ace^f In vain will Soult attempt to excuse 

• iir«ir ly/Ae oJkM^ 0/ SMrfTf fl^f.^nt iritote 
ed l» fliiiiii, wikh spdoeil Us gstet wiOwut iMsilitiMt HmM 
dvWwit,'«f aiilisiawt al» tfaiiaattASpmiiiNi fcifuwIbtBi, wttt< 
bf laiSid siighat l» Caitii. i They were ande? the CMMBSnd of 

though ibt arai J vat itkhotti my bitf^e eqoifiiie. For tt« 
«Ntf, ihcM^arisa aa tro^pt detoched befcDA'tte ctplaia af 8e. 
^lai ihid*.4iato, ulach mem rnnt aH w wat di^ did Mt ia the 
Mit QoiaalifaettiB expedbioa la Cadia. 

Jnstcer bif tk$ author, -^l h«aa dswa tfttt the aaifck to S«* 
lilhi «» naa «liHr ; a «mI 1»uXi. Whf hiap the wltoli army 
t«b dbyt feBfof»§»fillB, If hm' Ml* evhrniHioii of Cadii defif nded 
a»etrivlnftlmt^ first! a stcoiid fault. At for *« thhdy^irhicb 
tbe etatf afliasradMitt, vhea be sayi, that Fki^r mi^ have 
modern mmimpidmihmiee^ it>ii te giarlag^ that It it jtistlf con. 
sidMMl^tba irt* ansa of >UI lba<dla«aefa eapedeaocd by tha 
KfSM^te-ihe^MbMfab » . 

f Mm^ fy il^40^r ^ SoM^f titsf.-^^Thd iaiaiaae^f the 
fia^Mk i^dtha gMD6,iiackedlqr Ac wboleariaed po|iabitiooy 



•66 ' Mtooi^kPtnc wnuant -^ 

Iiims^, by totertiog: that his plans were paralysed 
throollk the irtfesolCition of King Joseph: Ike ought 
to have plaihly told the latter '' Mof ^ ktngd&m 
wa$noi of this warld.^ ' The King Sa^t to have 
beeo roekoned as Qotbiog, wIteiieVfer circuMstaticM 
demanded the abilities of a geneitt. The Frendh 
dwed their tictoiy at'Fontenoy to the good^senae^ 



^^,■1 ■— ^B»np i m w mmJ^mt 



aad <||M Aaaiaad remits tiioopsy c^teroi bj in 




^ the aahof. -^Ai thif period the wboff fopvladan 
was ia fafaw of die Freadi. To talk of the ioilaapce af tlH| 
Cortes is ridicaloas. They were then considered, v a conpa^ 
ct stife-pUjers. The Englbh were distfutCedy and their gdo§ 
iulh suspected* Had Victor arrired befose 6ie Dnke ef At. 
baqaaaiM^ be waald have been reaeived with tbagiiaant en. 
ibniisi^ I aeed only refer to the Dnke of AibmneiqatV 
bttev, aad to fl»*gtflin§ mentions, with wblib the parlMaas of 
Ae FrcBcb OTerwhebaed .that unfortaaata anWeaisa, wb^ af. 
berwaids died broken-hearled at Laadon^ hmm basing attf 
wMi so macb iagratita4s m tba part al MsdellaaCcitiaeBs!. 

• Miaidyaea^aw* ^Seuif$arwgf.-^m,miBh4nm; bat 
it is singdar ibU the antiior attribntes the fanlt a» Ifarsbal 
Soult. He appears to base no idea of the diftenidss which the 
Uarshal aacoantBiedy tadagoadaadprerenthann* 

jfaiWiriylheaartar.— A histoiiankaows neither Mends aaa 
enemiafc Baoa^ even to foigtt that he anposes hunself to be 
persecuisd by tiie fitiseat feaeratioa. TWo idsaa aaly are In 
be inesesaaHy in bis tniaif jasMce and faecefity. M anhai 
Sottit haa^ peibapa^ to «eproaeh himself widi hafsng aandessd 
Joseph lefvactary by aaa0asaied compliaentsy aftaayf dsA* 
garoas when addressed to a fool. What aacasiaai far iasaMSs, . 
bad the Maishal, aflsr the batde of Oeana^ia uf to thef<*mer 
war-oaMBiasary, Jaseph d*dA||aedo : << Siae* I congtaMats 



OF na OtTKB Of DAtHATXA. Sfff 

^f Louis XV. wfab» op a day of biaft)«» coilaidered 
himself merely as first aid-4e-camp to the Maisbal^ 

Thij .di|)n<tif La Bomana'a corps, on 4he iii»9 
teenth of Febniwy:^ 16 U* and tbe capture of Ba^ 
dajoz, which surrendered to the Frweh on th« 
eleventh of l^Iarcb, are events, so nweh tie more 
ves;ali<»us to the allies^ as all chances were in tlieif 
favour |o javoid these distiiers. Instead of pmsu* 
ing Masaena, ivho vaniabed Ufce a sfaadoi^ I^sfrd 
Wellington should have detached the Portuguese^ 
with some light troops, to harass the rear guard of 
the French, and marched to the relief of 'Bidajo«» 
with the Hower of his troops. This place^ the kev 
of the Guadiana, surrendered only on the eleventh, 
and it might have been relieved on the ninth. 
Buonaparte is rather Hdiculous when, he finds fault 
with Marshal Souk, fbr not having delegated the 
command of Andalusia to Marshal Victor, when 
he himself proceeded to Estremadura, Every 
lieutenant^ in the French army knows » that the 
governorship of a province belongs, by the military 
regulations^ to the oldest officer, in point af rank, 
next to the commander-in-chief. ^ Viclbt was a 



jou on the sigiwl vktory, wUch|rear Majesty has jqst gais. 
cd.'* We cease tft be surprised that this scribe shouM fancy 
he was bcc««)e % general, when we IM tfie conqoeror of Aus. 
terlitz Yeak enough to proclaim Ml pkamded talents, an'i to 
give hiti Hf merit of a hffillUilit iyioi^. 

** Note*9y^ officer ^$k»tVs 9rii/f;--CrenefBl Sebatiani hai 
been purposely placed ande^ Marshal Victof*i arders. 



A6$ - . ' . «i9fiiiAr0ic afiMtift 
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marahd) and Sebesttaol a general of dJiTision. It is 
not prob^e that the tfttter would have refused to 
execute Victor's orders, if riiis Mtrabal had taken 
eaaa to aand him any in thne. SboMplffte iras 
much to be pitied, if, for the adile of lessening the 
diigrace af ' a reverse to the eyes of the French, he 
was redlioed to a foolish qualrrd with his best ofli- 
ceai^ Had be wished fof^ a just motiTe to Mame 
Manhal Soult, the baCMe of Albuera, wbicli the 
latter Awglit on the siirteenth of May,* afforded 



^jf the «trftar,«^Kaowing Mgrslml So\dVu f^qlaritjr 
in whaterer concerns the serrice^ I h^d no bcsiUtioii in assuring 
tile English ministers that this assertion of Buonaparte was false^ 
lad that he had advaaeed it merely with the view to throw soMe 
discredit sptMi 8oiilt| of whos^ talents and successes he irat 
chOdkUy jcalova. 

. aiViitfr ly Otf t^ffiar qf SaiOi'f tt^m^lh^ Mat liial could not 
be taf^taied of the siege of Badajoz having beea raisedf at there 
still remained a corps of English and Spanish troqfs befocc that 
place. A battle, besides, was indispcnsible to prerent the enemy 
resnmlaghis operations before Badajoa, and giro Marshal Mar. 
^tni time to reachr the Ovadiana, wHb the army of Portngaf ; 
whkb dlgect was accoopliibcd. Tbe Marshal ^omm in the bat. 
He of AUH»f«^: under existing circnQ^I|^<;es, it lated ^adajo^. 
Antwcr by the author. — The cocpspihich remained before Ba-* 
dajoi, could not save the works of Ihe besiegers from destruction. 
|tts^ tttrefore, matter of surprise that thegiHrcrnor should not 
hai iofoimed the ififAH of what was paswg. Hj obiof «^^' 
tioip on the battle of ik|b«ira are so circumstantiaA, Ikat ^^J 
do not require any foUJMr ^qwentf* The maiiaierw, pcr^ 
Iprmed during die battle, do certaMly great credit It theMar^ 
ihal, tt^ugk ^flery temaioed doubilit Sucb is my opMoc 



I 
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fpre.,ftf ?»^^»ftRJy «W?W % ^WW%^ P^'OMfV 

Rl/f ▼«« J"?»*»We ,tt»at, ^<J it np^ j^eei^ |p)r .^hiR.WIMIf 
HOI? Jrt'MWV^er of the ^x,t^ih of ,J4^y^ t|ip ,^j^ 

Soult's and Mamiont's armies ; and every thing 
trends to s|tren|;then tb.e belief that the fatf of jche 
jMPinstula vio^U |J?yjp b^^. (Jpcided on ^he.t^,f^« 
•tieth of Stuatt iatt^ fiJcdnsof Alhueia^ Ltofd. Wi«i> 
iington may abo^tv reproached for bavifg permittm 
General Beresford to j^bt a regular battle with 
Marshal Spult, who, n^ore than a ye^' l;|efore« 
JtiMJl bpep :P«!il>tecl pvt *Q tb^ ,4)Rg!i8|> ^gps^^r^ffi^. 
4i«<tfa« moait able oif tJske FMadh geoewki ia Sp«j|»; 
'•ttd it might have been nattmlly iHipposei 4fcMt 
(his information would have readered' his 'Lor4- 

• • 
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at a taetidiH; but as a hittotian, 1 mutt -blame botii Sotli 
aai Sererfird for haTiDg lorgcittemiiM tlicy ivere idao Aa 
IMmIi aad sot ntialj tka commaDdan of thiir toldtaw^* - 

Aft 
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iliip anxious to be preseffit, at the first impMhi^ 
engagement, which occurred with Marshal Soutt.* ' 
' The conduct of the French generals, after having 
feKered Badajos, and subsequent to Lord Wlefting- 
ton*s retreat from Portafegra, afforded matter of 
iurprise to all military tnen ; who asked ^why two 
French armies, that had found their junction' so 
^flScuIt, separated again without giving battle t^ 
the enemy, who was only at one day'isi distance-?* 

* 

The' lines of Portalegre could not, in twen?y*fbut 
bodrs, have been converted in(o the secdnd edi- 
«lion of the tines of Torres Vedrai; an <^ this po^ 
%itMm offered no obstacles, auficient to stop the 
^double torrent, which, a few months before,' had 
%^keii through the Sierra Morena, and overflowed 
Portugal. Time, the great t<^acher, will periiaps 



ifoie by the officer of SouUU t/q/f.— Buonaparte iraperiousljr 

ttoomaoded It. Marshal Sonlt eTeti experienced his dlipleii- 

^mnre^ fbr bafiogbeen of a contrairy opinion $ and from.tJhiat 

liatnaf tht ^mhtf (orctol4 the mbfbrtnjiM, which it aftQi* 

.wards vas not in Us pow^r to pfeTeot, 

Answer by the ou/ftor.-— This was one of the g^ireatest faults^ 
committed by the French generals during the war.' A'complefe 
'Vtctory, gained oVer fte^alties at Yhat time, wbuld!hiV6 rfetadtei^ 
i Aeir sitnlitioa §6 mnch the abre cri^cal, as iochet had' jasiltiMn 
la«WiW.thokjiig4omof Valentia. JEladY befiiiiii the p()if,Df 
«fio«ltiaiid MarmonUl think I should have obeyed ihekape ^ 
lartirSi. fw iry ^th glocy.ind the honour £f the French armii 
i.iinder. th^ cooviction that Bifonapa^ie would ffpt Imi..t/s with* 
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one dtgr mveal the etute of those singular move^ 
ments. I for my part am tempted to believe, that 
Maasei^ in 1810, and Soult in 1811, reluctantly 
obeyed superior orders. But whatever may be the 
case, Soult has exposed himself to toe censure of 
isiBtory, by inserting in his report of the siege of 
Badajoz, facts contradicted by the English reports^ 
and highly improbable in themselves. The eveoti 
of war are uncertain ; but the reputation of the chief 
commanders is to the world a guarantee of th% 
truth, on which nublic opinion ought to rest. .Th6 
English Army did more than its dutf at the siegt 
of Badajoz, as it attempted two assaults before the 
breach was practicable. * ^ 

On the ninth of August the army of Murcia W$k 
attacked by Marshal Soult, and its dispersion ap« 
pears to have been effected by the French troops of 
the fourth corps, with as much ease as a simple 
march. Blafce's arrival in Murcia, with reinforce- 
ments from Ca^iZ) ought, however, to have ew«lN 
ened the enei^y of the Spaniards, and increaiad 
their spirit of resistance. Lord Wellington also 
may be asked why he did not make a diversion on 
the Guadiana, to prevent Soult's niarch against th^ 
army of Murcia. This sh0«vs how wfong it ww in 
the English not to have itnmediately adopted a 
£xed plan of military operations, and a good systeih 
of organization. In consequence of this double 
neglect, the provinces of Spain were attacked^ ra« 

▲ aS 1. . , 
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kifigdoiM of thci Efiiflopeati conttiient. 

Though I htTe bees more tbaii otice ii|der tkk 
■tcciWty of eensiiriog the operations of MtraiMl 
Soiilft, be Wds, neverthelees^ the generml of the 
French armies who should rank nexlto BboosLfrntk 
end Moreau. ^ He hah not a gettio fSr the higher 
tKtfCS^ equal to those Iwo comodanden ; but he is 
iheir superior in the practical appltcatioQ, or cse^ 
•utioB of ouuMBtt vres 6n the spot. As Buonaparte 
f^0retled, in 1809# that be had not Sou It with htift 
#D the baakoof the Danube ; sd did S6uit, more 
than once, in Spain and Portugal, regret that he 
irai not under the immediale dtrecttons of Buona* 
pate, fbr BowuB time, Soult Was strongly sus* 
peded of being a warm republican ; it has even 
been asserted that he iMpolfled the other party, 
meraly from policy. Some say that he csuscid 
himself to be treated like a kittg at Oporto.* These 
_-i - . •-' ' -• • "'■ ' ■' ' 

e MMi Igr lis offieer df SoutCt itaff.^^Thtst reports w^r6 A 
Sf sally sbtofd, aStt the ^%lic wms M\y easvgh net to perceit* 
Aat Boonaparte caused them to be circulated, designedty witk 
ihe ?iew to lower Soult in public opiuios, just as be had dose 
whb regard (o tireneral Moreau. 

Jbmter by rtonadldr.— -Buosaparte nev^f betlefed Ibds^: r^l 
porfte^ ahhoogii b« abusdl Gesersl Rftarl, under iln^ pretMcb 
Ikat this o6ksf had wrtttsa prodanatiotis to fofWftT& the sua 
saw <rf the project. Though better calculated U^ fill a dir()nf 

« 

Aaa Morat, Marshal Soult hadao surh foolish ambition. Be 
Beter had any wish but for the glorjr and happiness o( hii 
•ouatry. Xhat ha ufed A Ae maaoe, proper to extrieats Ue 



*. ^ 



(^ the peitis ihat j^rince Bfrtbier tocfk t^ veri% 
ibMi. i^fionaparte, besides, eter sinoe hiS-elM* 
lion to the' tm^^rial throneyhad ctst off tbe qmsI^ 
and it was perfectly immaterial to him whelherht 
waa beloved, provided be was obeyed aed fMred^ 
as be was by Soult* * 

My opinion is that tbis Marshal, who is oae af 
the meo . most amply rewarded for their services^ 
seeks only to keep in favour vt^ith his sovereign^ 
by honourably performing his duty. He, no doubt, 
like many others, raised his voice against the Im* 
perial elevation of Buonaparte ; but' when after* 
. wards acting one of the friocipal parts in the war, 
it would have been bothing short of madness |a 
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troops from a bad situation, but always in concert with lits ooV 
leagues, and informing goTernment of bis proceedings, wai s 
duty4<nposed upon bim by the laws of wan * Who is the French* 
man that feels not grateful %o Marshal Soalt, for hating darei 
%o adopt such a stratagem, in order to spare the French armies 
the grief and disgrace, which constantly attend the most hou 
Aourable capitulation ? When I published my Biographic Me* 
fnoir of Marshal Soiilt, in November, 1811, Buonaparte was 
In the^ plenitude of his power ; and I had no object but to 
fnerit the esteem of Europe, by ah imjpftrtial narrative* t am.^ 
therefore, forded to blame Ihe iudisbreet zeal of the officer of the 
Itaff, wKo wishes to represent Marshal Soult, as the conqueror 
oil the sixteen of January, 1S09, at Corun)ia, anfl on ithe sit^ 
teenth oif May, ISll, at Albuera. Soult bargained so man^ 
brillisnt victories, that no one needs to be at the pains af 
Sscrlhing to hin any which he it not Wtiftsd to. 









9f* ...i-nooKAllM* aKMttitt > 

ihi^ofthi^yi^staUMbnei^ofxbc RefttUie. Od 
ilie eoDtra^y, MaraWSoult's ^id aad eat^hteti«4 
«l^ntaodtng roduces the belief thalv ^n pioper 
^Oie^ he will prove one of the fird|est supports oi 
•he thiooey a zealoos advocate for religion, aDfl a 
Ariel obaerrer of military, discipline. Men, pos* 
•eased of these highly importaiit qualities uodef 
Iq^iMDate goremoBentSs insure alike the happiness 
of citizona, the glory of monaicbs^ and the splen* 
dor of empires. * 
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Od the nineteenth of September, the English obtained poi. 
ion of Fort' St. Michael bj a coup de main. Between the 
twoatieth and tweatj.third, the trenches were opened, the bat- 
teries ^tablished, and the besieged made a warm resistance. 
On the twenty •fourth the besiegers left the suburb of St. Peter, 
to attack the intrenched camp. Nothing remarkable occurred 
between the twentj-fifth and the twentj.ninth ; but in the 
night of the twenty-ninth to the thirtieth, the English blew up 
a mine, without any beneficial consequence to themseWeSt 
From tbe thirtieth of September to the third of October^ the 
asual attacks and defences proceeded. On the fourth a mine 
exploded, an assault was made; and the English established 
themselTCS on the breach of the intrenched camp. Prom the 
fifth to the eighteenth, the briskness of the attack, was pa« 
ralysed by the ability of the defence. On the eighteenth s 
general assault was made by three English columns; but ric 
tory remained frith the besieged. The French chief of • bat- 
talion^ Laidi, distinguisbed himself by his bravery ands^acity. 
The fHiafal of tiriiade^ Dubreton, was promoted to the rank 



